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As I have edited this year’s magazine, it’s been a pleasure 
to step away from photography and dip back into your 
lives. I love the breadth of interest and the strength of 
friendship that pervade the years. It’s clear the 
Merchistonian community is stronger than ever through 
collaboration, empathy, determination and trust. 
Building on the successes of each other.  

Each Headmaster makes a distinct stamp on the 
School and, as we welcome Jonathan Anderson, it will be 
exciting to see what he builds on the shoulders of 
Andrew Hunter’s legacy, and all those who have gone 
before him. We also mark the opening of Merchiston 
International School in Shenzhen - the first international 
arm of Merchiston.  

I think both of our headline pieces are outstanding 
examples of the best of Merchistonian spirit. Andy 
Hadden is our ‘cover boy’- with his audacious surf-park 
plans, doggedly brought to life. A story of collaboration, 
instinct and trust. 

One hundred years on, Nick Blair’s research brings to 
life the remarkable lives behind some Merchistonian 
names on the War Memorial. We experience the 
humanity behind the statistics, dates, names and horror. 
These are moving stories of joy, hope, kindness and, yes, 
huge loss too.  

It is well worth diving into all parts of the magazine. 
The News Hub and Sporting Endeavors have small 
jumping off points for all sorts of stories. These are a few 
that caught my eye:  

On a solo endeavor, Johnny Finnie walked the 500 
mile Camino de Santiago to help young people with life-
altering illnesses.  

Fergus Crawley came to talk to Sixth Formers about 
men’s mental health before he goes for a Guinness 
World Record: squatting 60kgs 7,266 times in 24 hours 
on his 23rd birthday.  

Several Merchistonians have used pedal power to 
make their point: to go around our island (Hugh Walker 
covered 2700 miles for awareness of single use plastic) 
and across our island and Ireland (610 miles by the Auld 
brothers for Prostate Cancer Awareness) ... and some 
stationary (Roger Baird in a gruelling 24 hour, 300 mile 
spinathon for Doddie).  

Ian Fraser supported the strategy behind My Name’5 
Doddie Foundation, which was to raise awareness of 
motor neurone disease. He exceeded his goal for the 
March of 1000 Headbands in Rome ... to make it far 
greater than they could have imagined. They have just 
held the March of 10,000 Headbands.  

There are a growing number of Merchistonian 
businesses who are lending sponsorship - both to the 
School sports teams and the Club activities. And 
businesses taking adverts to help with our production of 
this standout magazine. Thank you all for your support. 

Finally, thank you to each of you who has joined in 
with the events, visited School or has written in with 
your own news. Each piece - each contribution - adds 
life and interest to this magazine and community. 

We continue to build on each year’s successes and we 
all look forward to seeing what 2019 brings. Get 
involved in whichever way you want to and, if the event 
doesn’t exist yet, create it! Sign up, help out and build 
the Merchistonian community that you want to see. 

 
Ready ay Ready 
 
Jo Tennant 
(Editor and Former Club Secretary) 
 
 
The Merchistonian Club Office 
Daniel Pratt (Acting Club Secretary)  
David Rider (Director of Development) 
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Dear Merchistonians 

From Left: David Rider, Jo Tennant, Daniel Pratt
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President’s  
Report
Fellow Merchistonians 
Taking time out to reflect upon my second year as 
President of the Club, I am truly amazed at just how busy 
the Club has been. Whilst I am excited to report on the 
fantastic achievements that have been made, I have also 
realised that I am heading into my final few months in 
my role as president! I would like to take this opportunity 
to say that it has been a pleasure to serve as the Club’s 
president and to get to know so many of you over the 
last two years.  

Very special thanks must go to the Club Secretary, Gill 
Imrie, and her maternity replacement, Daniel Pratt. All 
Merchistonian gatherings involve a great deal of co-
ordination and hard work and I extend huge thanks to 
not only the Development Team but all those who 
participate and who help in their organisation. The 
enthusiasm of all greatly assists in developing the Club, 
as we strive to make it more accessible to 
Merchistonians around the world. 

Great thanks to the Committee Members, Area 
Representatives and Sports Secretaries for their 
continued assistance in the Club’s affairs; they have 
provided various opportunities to participate in Club 
activities. 

Further thanks must also go to our principal sponsor 
David Murray (87-92) of Murray Capital. Murray Capital 
has generously given a five figure sum to the Club to 
assist in supporting Merchistonians in a range of 
activities, which have included some of our younger 
golfers attending the Halford Hewitt, and our rugby 
players attending 7’s events around Scotland. Murray 
Capital is also supporting the outstanding work carried 
out by the Committee on the creation and launch of the 
Merchistonian Business Network (MBN). 

The MBN is an exciting initiative which we know will 
be a valuable network for Merchistonians all over the 
world. Our Committee has been focused on how we can 
best promote this network to bring our former pupils 
closer together, and to allow Merchistonians to leverage 
the inherent value of our world-wide connections. It is 

great to see so many of you willing to mentor fellow 
Merchistonians. I am very excited to see the outcome 
and impact as this project really takes off.   

On our social calendar, the established favourites of 
The Merchistonian Annual Dinner and the 
Merchistonian Golf Autumn Meeting remain the 
highlights of the year. We have also enjoyed our regular 
Edinburgh Business Breakfasts, London Drinks and 
various sporting events throughout the year. It is brilliant 
to see the camaraderie when Merchistonians get 
together. This year we saw reunions taking place for the 
Intake of 1957, the Classes of 1966-1970, the Class of 
1988 and the Class of 2008, with Merchistonians 
travelling from far afield to attend.  

Undoubtedly, the most memorable moment of the 
year was watching 100 Merchistonian pipers and 
drummers unite and parade together down the School 
drive to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
ending of WW1. It seemed only fitting for the 2018 
Merchistonian Award to be a posthumous award to the 
177 Merchistonians that lost their lives during WW1. It 
was an honour to present the award to Nick Blair, School 
Chaplain, on behalf of the brave soldiers at this year’s 
Club dinner.  

The best way to learn more about the Club is to reach 
out to the Club Secretary or myself (our contact details 
are at the back of the magazine), or to come to an event. 
We have the Pre-Calcutta Cup Dinner in London and the 
Newcastle Golf and Drinks event on the horizon. We are 
always interested in hearing from you, whether to say 
“hi” or to share an idea for improving the Club. 

I look forward to seeing many of you in 2019.  
Ready ay Ready 

 
 

 

 

Matthew Gray (79-85) 
President 

News
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contact details at the back of the magazine should you wish to 
confirm any event details.  

To make sure that you are kept updated, informed and invited to 
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12 20 38
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Investing  
in Family 
Words from an interview between Jo Tennant and David Murray 

Murray Capital is proud of being a family 
run institution. What would you say are 
the advantages that this gives the firm 
over the competition? 

As a family run business, managing our own money 

and investing off the balance sheet, our key strengths 
are our ability to think long-term and to remain flexible. 
Generally, we seek a blend of income producing assets, 
such as private equity and real estate investments, that 
can provide us with a yield. However, we also participate 
in significant deals which may take several years to 
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develop but release real value on completion. Sustainable 
growth is core to our approach. Our portfolio of companies, 
investments and assets has been built up over several 
years and reflects our history and expertise. However, we 
are agile enough to capitalise on opportunities outwith 
our traditional sectors when they arise. 

Given that you work closely with your 
father and brother, how do you manage to 
segregate the work from the personal … or 
indeed do you? 

My title is Group Managing Director, with responsibility 
for running the family balance sheet and the overall 
holding company, Murray Capital Group. The group 
consists of four main areas: steel stockholding (the 
original businesses set up by my father), real estate, wine 
trading and vineyards, and listed and unlisted investments. 

My father, Sir David Murray, is Group Chairman and 
his focus is our steel business. My brother Keith (89-94) 
is a Group Director, primarily responsible for the family’s 
wine investments. 

We do manage to separate our roles and give each 
other space to look after our various interests. There can 
be overlap at times but that’s not an issue as we are very 
aligned on the overall strategy and direction of the group. 

 

Was it always your goal to join the family 
business or did you have other plans? If so, 
what changed to bring you in? What do 
you love about it? 

To be honest, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do when  
I left school. Also, unfortunately, my mother died during 
my first year at university, which had a big impact on my 
thinking about what I wanted to do career wise. 

I decided to stay at university and completed my 
business degree at Heriot Watt, then spent two years 
working for IMG in Bangkok. As a 22 year-old, working 
for the world’s largest sports management group was  
a great experience, especially as Tiger Woods had just 
turned professional. He was an IMG client and is half 
Thai, so we organised several events for him in Thailand. 

Then the Asian financial crisis came along, so I 
decided to move back to Edinburgh and worked for the 
Bank of Scotland on their graduate training program. 
This provided me with some basic banking knowledge, 
which put me in good stead for the 2008 banking crisis 
when it happened. However, it did confirm that I didn’t 
want to be a banker! 

I also attended the Program for Management 
Development at Harvard Business School and the 
Corporate Finance Program at London Business School, 
which rounded off some of my business and financial skills. 

I joined Murray International Group in 1999 and 
worked in various roles, including running the 
marketing arm, before moving to our private equity 
division. However, it was in 2010 that I took on my 

Feature
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David D Murray (87-92)  
is eight years into his 
role as Managing 
Director of Murray 
Capital, one of the 
country’s largest family 
investment groups. Here 
he talks about life since 
Merchiston, sponsoring 
the Merchistonian Club 
and his own journey to 
being part of a famous 
family business.
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current role as Managing Director at Murray Capital Group. 
As outlined earlier, we have a diverse portfolio that 

spans several sectors and I really enjoy the variety that 
provides. No one day is the same and it allows me to 
develop different skills, as well as stopping me from 
becoming bored! 

 

What do you think will be the major 
opportunities or goals for Murray Capital 
over the next decade? 

Our immediate priorities are our strategic land sites in 
West Edinburgh - the Edinburgh Garden District (700 
acres) and the International Business Gateway (23 acres) 
- which are currently going through the planning process. 

If the proposals are approved, these sites would 
deliver a considerable positive economic impact in the 
form of housing, commercial property and civic 
enhancement over the coming years for West Edinburgh. 

The Edinburgh Garden District would result in over 
1,300 homes in phase one, with many more to come. 
The International Business Gateway, located near 
Edinburgh Airport, would deliver a 500-bed hotel, 200 
apartments and over 400,000 square feet of commercial 
space. 

However, our long-term goal is to continue building a 
sustainable family investment group that will endure for 
many years to come. 

 

Murray Capital is the key sponsor of the 
Merchistonian Club for the next three 
years – why now? 

The Club is entering a very exciting stage, with an 
increased focus from the school and alumni. 

I have many happy memories and friendships from 
my time at the school, which helped shape my early 
adult life, so I was keen to give something back when 
the opportunity presented itself. 

It has been great to lend our support so that the club 
can continue to be a vibrant community – the 
sponsorship allows the club to support all 
Merchistonians to participate in the club’s activities. 

 

How do you think School is different now 
from your school days? 

I think the school still has the same ethos and support 
network that existed when I was there. However, it has 
also moved with the times and provides the right tools 
for the boys to thrive and contribute positively to 

whatever communities they enter in life. 
In addition, the investment in the facilities and the 

opportunities to learn are second to none in Scotland. 
Merchiston has always had great sporting and teaching 
facilities but when I was back at the School recently for a 
Merchistonian Club committee meeting, I was very 
impressed with the development which has taken place 
since I was a pupil. 

 

Any stories/abiding memories of 
Merchiston you think we could publish? 
What did you love about it? 

There are many memories, some of which are 
probably not for printing! I joined in Chalmers West from 
Clifton Hall, so had five years at the School. I loved the 
fact that the whole year moved up the houses together 
which created a real team spirit. 

I also thrived in the boarding environment where you 
really bonded with your friends, especially after class and 
at weekends. Obviously, rugby played a big part in my 
time at Merchiston and playing for the 1XV was a great 
privilege. In our final year we won all the sevens 
tournaments that we entered and managed to beat 
Edinburgh Academy both home and away! So, I will also 
remember that. It’s a shame the Merchistonians haven’t 
managed to beat the Accies yet. Maybe next year! 

 

Do you still have a strong Merchistonian 
network? 

I do still have a strong Merchistonian network, which 
has only been strengthened by our sponsorship of the 
Club. We had our 25 year reunion last September in 
Edinburgh. It was great to catch up with some of the 
guys after such a long time. I recognised most - even if 
some of us have less hair and have gained a few pounds! 

One of my best friends, Matthew Clark (88-92), and I 
first met in the Spring term of Chalmers West. He is 
godfather to one of my daughters and we remain best 
friends to this day. 

 

A simple one - what do you do for fun? 
I’m a husband and father of two young daughters (8 

and 10) so most of my time outside of work is spent with 
my family. However, I do try to get out on the golf course 
as often as my schedule allows. 

I still show a keen interest in football and rugby, 
although most of that now consists of watching my 10 
year-old daughter play girls’ football matches at various 
grounds around East Scotland. 
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Netting  
Work

Words by Oliver Stephen 

Oliver J Stephen (01-05) writes about the changing workplace  
and how acquiring a serviced office company near Edinburgh  

has led him to work with some fascinating businesses. 

One of the things that has been keeping me busy over 
the last few years has been consolidating the acquisition 
of a serviced office complex called Eskmills.  

The complex is on the edge of East Lothian and 
Edinburgh, close to where the city bypass meets the A1, 
and centres around a 19th century courtyard building 
which was originally constructed for the commercial 
manufacture of flax fishing nets.  

The manufacturing company, whose headquarters 
were at Eskmills, was a global leader in the fishing net 
industry and sold its nets around the world for more 
than a century. Sadly, this business met its demise with 
the rise of fishing nets made from synthetic materials 

and ceased trading in the 1970s.  But this allowed the 
buildings at Eskmills to be reborn as serviced offices 
where we now have more than 50 different client 
companies and 500 people, from self employed 
individuals up to teams of 70.  

It has been fascinating to meet some of the 
companies because I never would have imagined that 
they existed here. Some of our tenant businesses at 
Eskmills include:  

•  Allegro Microsystems who, among other things,  
        develop microchips for control and sensor functions  
        in the automotive industry and whose chips are  
        found in 40% of cars in the UK 

Feature
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•  People’s Energy who are challenging the dominance 
        of the energy industry incumbents by creating a 
        consumer energy company, which only uses 
        renewable energy sources and distributes 75% of its 
        profits back to its customers 

•  Cubit3D, a design company, who were recently 
        tasked with researching the Elvis Collection in 
        Memphis and creating an exhibition for it at the O2 
        in London 

•  Souness & Boyne, a specialist building contractor, 
        who recently rebuilt the operating theatre wing of a 
        hospital whilst ensuring there was no disruption to 
        operations which were taking place in the 
        neighbouring room 
It has been really interesting to see how the workplace 
and working styles are rapidly changing. Eskmills has - 
perhaps inadvertently - found itself at the heart of this 
evolution. In the modern workplace we use huge IT 
resources to perform some of the repetitive tasks 
people used to do, this has freed us up to think about 
how to use these resources effectively. Work today is 
much more about creativity and collaboration than 
factory-style jobs, the physical workplace is therefore 
changing to enable this. This trend is demonstrated by 
the rise of companies like WeWork, a serviced office 
provider that offers flexible workspaces meant to 
increase productivity, innovation and collaboration. 
WeWork was founded in 2010 and already has more 
than 300 locations worldwide, is now the largest single 
corporate office occupier in central London and has  
a company valuation of $35 billion, which shows that  
a profound shift is taking place. 

At Eskmills we are all about enabling small teams of 
smart people to make a dent in their industry. We offer 
modern workspaces in beautiful buildings and take care 
of the services our clients need: superfast broadband, 
communications infrastructure, maintenance, security 
and amenities - our on site meeting rooms, restaurant 
and events space are a useful addition for our resident 
companies. All of this allows our clients to concentrate 
on their primary focus: growing their business. It is really 
interesting to see how smaller companies that address  
a specific challenge are now the most potent force in 
our economy. It is no surprise that a few people, some 
good IT, and smart, resourceful thinking can take on 
established Goliaths, and win. 

We have changed how we fit out the interiors of our 
offices. They are more casual, comfortable and 
colourful. The environment is meant to encourage 
interaction and out-of-the-box thinking. With 
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interesting break out areas, by closely controlling the  
air quality (even the oxygen level) in our office spaces 
and by enabling a real community to develop at 
Eskmills, we encourage a more relaxed atmosphere 
where people can benefit from knowing and working 
with each other across companies. This helps to come 
up with inspirational ideas as new perspectives are one 
of the most powerful catalysts for change. The flexible 
space we offer enables companies to scale up (and 
down) rapidly as their teams change. We have found 
that a number of businesses want to come to Eskmills 
because they want to scale up as they hire staff and 
need a place which is geared for productivity. They value 
being close to transport links and an international city 
but in a location which has a shorter, less traffic-filled 
commute. 

Before returning to Scotland to join Colonnade 
Group, which is a family-owned investment company 
based in Edinburgh, I experienced some of the other 
ways business is done while working in finance in 
London and in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Becoming involved with 
the companies and evolving working styles at Eskmills 
has brought back into focus one of the most important 
lessons I took from my time at Merchiston which was the 
ethos of being self-reliant, quietly confident and 
competitive. Looking cool or being posh wasn’t 
important, rather it was all about the substance of hard 
work to achieve results, in that case academic and 
sporting. While this focus on competition and results  
is not a uniquely Merchiston trait it does seem to be 
strongly evident in those who have attended. Sport was 
a big part of my life at Merchiston. I played for the 
almost victorious B1 rugby team under Mr Caves. I then 
captained the 2XV rugby team under Dr Strannoch and 
the 1VI golf team. This led on to playing for and 
eventually captaining the Oxford University Blues golf 
team. With golf I have come across Merchistonians like 
Michael Grint (48-52), Logan Mair (80-86) and Morison 
Zuill (50-55) who for me really stand out from the 
crowd, it doesn’t take long to start wondering if a  
hyper-competitive spirit might just be a Merchiston 
thing! 

If the above represents anything of the wider 
Merchiston experience, it seems Eskmills might be 
somewhere others, like me, can feel at home, which is 
why we’ve decided to support the Club’s affinity 
discount program. If this is of any interest don’t hesitate 
to get in touch and let’s talk some more over coffee or 
lunch at our restaurant. 
www.eskmills.com / ojs@colonnade.group 
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Everyday 
Himalayas 

 

 

 

 
 

Words by Alasdair Bisset

Alasdair C Bisset (09-17) received the 2017 Travel Scholarship. 
Between finishing at Merchiston in 2017 and reading Medicine at  
the University of Edinburgh he became a Project Trust volunteer.  

For a year he taught English in a remote village in Nepal. 
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Last year, I was living in Nepal, teaching in a government 
secondary school. The village I was staying in was called 
Puja. It was incredibly rural, with no English speakers or 
tourists having ever visited the area before me and John, 
my fellow volunteer. It took 24 hours of non-stop bus 
travel to go from the capital Kathmandu to Puja - a 
distance equivalent to travelling from Edinburgh to 
Birmingham. Puja itself is a fairly typical village in Nepal, 
with around 1,000 residents spread all the way up and 
down the hill.  

 

So what actually took me from the UK to 
Nepal?  
I went abroad as a volunteer with Project Trust, an 
educational charity. For 50 years it has been sending 
school leavers to the developing world. Based on the Isle 
of Coll, off the west coast of Scotland, Project Trust was 
set up by Nicholas Maclean-Bristol, whose three grandsons, 
Archie, Fergus and Xander, are at Merchiston today.  

To volunteer with Project Trust, I first had to submit a 
written application, then I was invited to a selection 
course on Coll, which involved interviews, teaching 
lessons and community service. After I was selected, I 
had the challenge of raising £6,000 during my final year 
at school. Then, finally, I went on the training course and 
learned how to teach English effectively without using 
the local language. There I met John for the first time 
who was to be my Project Trust partner in Puja. 

 

Why did I want a gap year in the first place? 

Before starting to study medicine at Edinburgh 
University I wanted a break from formal education. That 
said, I wanted to have my time out from education to be 
structured, and Project Trust were able to provide this. I 
was essentially in full time work at the school with the 
same responsibilities as a local teacher and with the 
same holidays.  

John and I settled into a daily routine that went 
something like this: 

School started at a nice leisurely 10am, but we woke 
up at 6am, like the locals did, and I would go for a run, 
wash some clothes and cook a meal before school.  

At school we would teach four English lessons before 
lunch, and then another two lessons after lunch.  

A class of 50 students can easily spiral out of control, 
especially if they are an energetic class. A way to get 
round this is to get them up and moving. When I was 
teaching my Grade 3s about different plants, I made 
them run outside and find the plants as fast as possible; 
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it made the lesson more fun for them as well as keeping 
them out of harm’s way!  

After school ended at 4pm, I would lend a hand to our 
host family in the running of their farm, mark students’ 
homework, perhaps run an extra English class and then 
cook an evening meal. I spent most of my evenings 
reading as there was no other entertainment!  

 

What were the biggest challenges? 

In our village nobody spoke English, so just 
communicating with people at the beginning was a 
challenge as we had no common language. I had to rely 
on using many gestures for everyday communications, 
and at school I relied on pictures to teach vocabulary.  
It helps that the Nepali people will only ever ask you 
three questions: ‘Where are you going?’, ‘Have you 
eaten?’ and ‘Are you married?’.  

There were also other challenges. The village did not 
have any electricity, and the water came for only two 
hours a day through a stand pipe, so in the morning we 
had to collect the water for the whole day. An outside, 
cold bucket shower in the middle of winter is a very chilly 
experience.  

Hinduism is the dominant religion in Nepal, and it 
influences all aspects of life, from the things you can  
eat on a certain day to who can go in whose house. For 
example, people of high castes will not eat buffalo meat, 
because the goddess Laxmi ‘lives’ in the cow and 
buffalo. This is obviously very different to our lives here, 
so I had to always be aware and accepting of the 
differences in our cultures so as not to cause offence  
to the local people. Perhaps the biggest challenge of all 
was eating rice, lentils and curry for every meal, twice  
a day, everyday… Let me just say that again… eating rice, 
lentils, and curry for every meal, twice a day, every day. 
What are you having for lunch?  

 

What were the very best bits from living in 
Nepal?  

It is said that in Nepal there is a festival for every day, 
so we experienced celebrations from praying for good 
exam results to the slaughter of 400 goats to bring good 
fortune to the village. The best thing about Nepal was 
getting to know the people we were living with, learning 
their language and experiencing their amazing culture. 
The Nepalis are incredibly warm, friendly and 
welcoming, and getting to live alongside them was a 
real pleasure. I was always invited in for tea, given freshly 
picked vegetables and offered a bed for the night, even 
if my house was only 10 minutes away!  

Teaching was hugely rewarding as well - there was 
nothing better than having the children put their newly 
learned language into practice. I also have to mention 
the stunning scenery that I was able to enjoy for a year- 
it isn’t common to have views of the highest mountains 
in the world from your house. 

 
This is an extract from Alasdair’s informative and 
entertaining blog.  

 
A Day in the Life of Puja 

I am rudely awakened at 6.20am, by my alarm, which 
happens to be the cockerel next door. Puja has already 
been awake for over an hour, so when I look out of the 
window I see the children and women carrying huge 
masses of grass on their backs for their livestock.  
I attempt to release John from his slumber, but fail until  
I put Morning Mayer on through the speaker (Morning 
Mayer is an extensive compilation of John Mayer’s 
music- it is perfect for the morning). We make some 
‘chiya’ the traditional Nepali tea. It is simply black tea, 
only with a large dump of sugar. After documenting the 
previous day’s antics in our diaries, we head down the  
45 degree slope that leads to the washing pools. 
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The washing pools are two natural pools that are used 
by the whole village to wash their clothes and 
themselves. It is a little chilly, but by no means as cold as 
I had thought it would be. If the sun has managed to 
poke up above the hills, we sit down and dry naturally 
whilst enjoying the view down the valley. Then it is a 
more difficult task to head back up the hill, especially 
with John’s faulty flip flops. His dear ‘Tommys’ become 
like ice rinks when wet, meaning his feet slide out when 
coming up the slope! Despite this problem, he still hasn’t 
changed his flip flops… 

Now to preparing our Dal Bhat. We have discovered  
a way to make dal and rice in the same pan at the same 
time which manages to save us a lot of time and, even 
better, washing up! Even if I say it myself, we are starting 
to make a pretty mean Dal Bhat.  

We then pop over to school after helping the Grade 9s 
with their homework, and are greeted in the staff room 
by ‘I love you’ from our dear friend Chinta. Assembly 
consists of national anthem singing and some exercises, 
and then we are into teaching. I start with grade 8,9 and 
10. Due to upcoming exams, we are teaching from a 
textbook which expects the students to understand 
‘uptopian idealism’ - when they struggle to 
communicate basically to John and me. Thus 
occasionally we make a fool of ourselves attempting  
to act out the text, much to the hilarity of the students. 
Thankfully Mohan, the English teacher, is very 
supportive and helps with occasional translations. After 
my Grade 3 lesson where they have just about nailed 
foods, I head off to grab some food with the teachers in 

the store room. There is always much hilarity about my 
status as a single man, and they are trying their hardest 
to find me a Nepali girlfriend. In the afternoon I have 
two lessons, Grade 7 and 5. Grade 7 are loads of fun, 
and really enthusiastic, which is a pleasure. Grade 5 are 
so so sweet- they work hard, but have bags of energy 
which is a little challenging. They do however, draw 
pictures for me and bring us big bundles of ‘sagh’ 
(spinach), which is so lovely. 

After school we run an extra Grade 10 lesson if we 
aren’t invited to a dance or a big celebration. This Grade 
10 lesson involves conversational English, so we ask the 
students lots of questions about family, friends and 
food. There is usually a lot of laughter, which is so nice, 
as the other teachers usually have pretty boring lessons. 
We have been seeing more games being played in 
classes though, which is really nice, as it shows that  
we are making an impact on the teachers as well.  

Once at home we begin to start preparing dinner,  
as the light is fading earlier now, and we don’t have 
electricity in our room to provide light. We are usually 
accompanied by about ten children asking us to dance, 
so we usually invite them in and get them to dance with 
us. Then we have to chase them out as the food cooks, 
before sitting down exhausted to enjoy the final Dal 
Bhat of the day. Either we enjoy an episode of a TV 
series, or simply have a chat until around 8.30, when we 
get ready for bed. It is amazing to brush your teeth 
under some of the best stars I have ever seen. Then off 
to sleep, so we are ready to do it all over again tomorrow! 
alasdairinnepal.wordpress.com 
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The  
Peruvian  
Path 
 
 
Words by George Plevan

 

An unusual journey:  George ME Plevan (09-14) 
finds himself in Peru after his degree in 
English Literature. He reflects on lessons that 
Merchiston taught him, considers the path 
ahead and mixes it with a healthy helping of 
Peruvian adventure and gastronomic delight! 
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I graduated from Merchiston back in 2014. After school, 
I did what so many other Merchistonians do: I went on to 
university, and there I studied English Literature before 
graduating earlier this year. 

Now, rather than writing to you from a desk 
somewhere in London, I’m sitting at the rickety kitchen 
table of my one-person apartment in the sleepy, little 
mining town of Cajamarca in northern Peru where I 
currently teach English. 

How did I get here? To cut a long story short, I’m not 
all that sure. When I joined university, I had no solid idea 
what I wanted to do as a career; I had a few options 
prepared for when the inevitable questions came from 
relatives and friends, but, at the time, it was hard 
enough picking what I wanted to study, let alone what I 
wanted to do beyond that. Besides, I figured I had four 
years to make that decision. 

But, as they often do, the years flew by and I found 
myself staring down the barrel of graduation without 
much more of an idea about what I might do post-
university. By this point, I had narrowed down my 
options somewhat, but none of the popular choices 
students make in similarly career-confused positions 
really appealed to me. 

It was around this time that I bumped into one of my 
old housemasters from school, Mrs Prini-Garcia. Of 
course, she asked what my plans were as a university 
graduate, but when it became clear that I didn’t really 
have any, she simply said ‘Don’t worry, something will 
turn up; it might not be what you expect but something 
will come around.’ 

And she was right. A few weeks later, while browsing 
the University of St Andrews careers website, I stumbled 
upon a programme called VolunTeach Peru, offering 
graduates the chance to live in Peru and work as paid 
teaching assistants. I’d always enjoyed travelling and 
experiencing new cultures, so I applied there and then 
and, a couple of interviews later, I found myself dusting 
off my old Spanish books and hurriedly packing for a job 
half-way across the world. 

After an interesting first few weeks of getting to grips 
with Peru’s own idiosyncrasies and struggling through 
my first few conversations in Spanish, I settled into my 
new post as a teaching assistant at Davy College in 
Cajamarca helping several different teachers with their 
English classes. Amazingly, I was promoted within the 
month to become a full-blown English teacher with four 
secondary school classes of my own. 

And here I am: in Peru, on a four-month contract to 
teach English. 

Life as a teacher in Cajamarca 
Most days, I start early at 7am as I have to be at school 

for the students’ first lesson at 7.50. So after I have got 
my things together, I make the 10 minute walk to 
school, or if I’m late or feeling lazy, the two minute 
moto-taxi ride, where I prepare for my day of lessons. 

On an average day, I have between five and seven 
lessons that I have to give to up to four classes that 
range in age and ability. As a native English speaker and 
a literature graduate, I focus mainly on the more 
complex aspects of the language so I have started to 
teach several novels to my classes, my favourite of which 
is ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ as it gives me an 
excuse to re-read one of Roald Dahl’s best without 
receiving funny looks! Like at Merchiston, lessons last for 
40 minutes, and school lunch is served in the canteen. 

After lunch, I either teach my remaining lessons or go 
home for the day. If it is a Wednesday though, I stay at 
school to coach the small but growing rugby club they 
have here. Recently, I travelled with the team to a 
tournament in Trujillo, organised by the Peruvian RFU. 
There, the team won two out of their three games, 
scoring some pretty classy tries in the process! 

Once school is finished I either take myself off to my 
favourite local café, head to the gym or crash on my sofa 
to catch up on the latest of British TV, something that I 
find quite comforting being based on the other side of 
the world. And on that note, if you haven’t already 
watched ‘Bodyguard’ that recently aired on the BBC, get 
on it – it’s some amazing TV! 
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Peru 
As for Peru itself, the country has been an amazing and 
eye-opening place to visit. Between the fact that my 
Spanish is more than a little rusty and that this was my 
first time in South America, I was certainly nervous when 
I stepped off the plane in Lima, but my experience has 
been nothing but positive. 

The Peruvian people are unfailingly friendly. From the 
man in the corner-shop across the road to perfect 
strangers in the street, everyone is happy to put up with 
my broken Spanish, point me in the right direction, or 
simply stop and have a chat. In fact, many Peruvians 
have taken more than a fleeting interest in my being 
here; if being a ‘gringo’ wasn’t enough, I stand at 6’4” 
tall in a country where even the tallest people rarely 
reach the 6’ mark so questions like ‘Eres un gigante?’, 
‘Are you a giant?’, are not uncommon from the more 
inquisitive locals! 

The food has also been an amazing part of my 
experience. While I’d be lying if I said that I didn’t miss 
some British staples – I’d kill for a fry-up right now – 
there’s a huge variety of new and interesting foods to try 
out here. Whether you’re sampling Peruvian staples like 
‘Aji de Gallina’, shredded chicken in a creamy chilli 
sauce, or adventuring slightly further outside of your 
comfort zone with my favourite, ‘cevice’, raw fish 
marinated in lime juice with fresh chilli and coriander, 

there’s truly something for everyone. One thing I’ve yet 
to try, however, is the children’s favourite ‘Cuy Frito’, 
deep-fried guinea pig, but I’m working myself up to that 
one! 

Peruvians also have a collective national sweet tooth 
like no other and the desserts here are likely to give even 
the most ardent pudding lover a run for their money: 
Alfajores, caramel filled shortbreads, Mazamorra 
Morada, a jelly made from purple corn, and the much-
loved desert ‘Tres Leches’, a sponge cake soaked in 
three different kinds of condensed milk, are just some of 
the sure fire ways to achieve a sugar rush in Peru. 

To top it all off, the Peruvian landscape is stunning. I 
have just returned from a week of holiday, which I spent 
exploring some of northern Peru’s best touristic 
offerings, and it’s fair to say that I’ve never felt such a 
sense of awe at the natural world as I have in these last 
few days. First, I visited Gocta waterfall, which I reached 
by hiking for eight hours through a jungle populated by 
wildlife such as toucans and monkeys. Depending on 
who you ask, the waterfall is somewhere between the 
third and fifth largest in the world, but the distinction 
didn’t cross my mind while I was standing mere metres 
away, getting soaked to the bone by spray! 

Next, I visited the ancient civilisation Kuélap, a 5th 
Century walled settlement that sits atop a 3000m high 
ridge. Kuélap houses some of the best-preserved 
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buildings and artefacts of the indigenous Peruvian 
peoples, the Chachapoyans, and, led around by a very 
knowledgeable guide, I really got the sense of how the 
alpine town might have hummed with life those 
thousands of years ago. The settlement also offered 
some incredible views of the surrounding valleys and 
peaks – when I could see through the clouds, that is. 

Finally, I set off on a three day trek to visit the 
mountain lagoon, ‘La Laguna de los Condores’, the 
Lagoon of the Condors. Half on foot and half on 
horseback, the trek takes you up steep mountain passes 
and through a cloud forest until you reach a mountain 
cabin, where you rest for the night before visiting the 
lagoon the next day. Aside from the breathtaking beauty 
of the lagoon itself, it is full of trout, an excellent dinner 
after a day’s trekking! The adjacent cliff face also serves 
as the final resting place for some excellently preserved 
mummies, sheltered in mausoleum behind a small 
waterfall that can be reached after a short scramble up 
the mountainside. The experience was in a different 
league to anything I’d ever done, and I’d recommend it 
to anyone who finds themselves in Peru in the future. 

 
What’s next for me? 
Well, most immediately, my brother and I are going to 
spend the last few weeks of December and the first few 
of January doing what is commonly referred to as the 

‘Gringo Trail’, travelling around Peru, visiting the must-
sees before flying back to the UK. There’ll be a few 
nights in the Amazon rainforest, stop offs at some more 
of Peru’s spectacular natural landmarks and of course, 
the compulsory visit to Machu Picchu so I’m certainly 
looking forward to that. 

But, ultimately, I still don’t really know. When I get 
back to the UK, my latest plan is to pursue a career in 
rugby journalism; with an English degree and an 
immense love for the sport, this seems like a sensible 
and, most importantly, enjoyable decision. But whilst it 
may have unnerved me a few months ago, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that it’s OK to not know; in short, I’ve 
slowly but surely learned to trust in Mrs Prini-Garcia’s 
words! 

Before I sign off, I’d like to offer anyone who is feeling 
similarly overwhelmed as I was five years ago the 
following advice: trust in yourself as a Merchistonian. I 
am by no means suggesting that you should be 
complacent; just because you leave Merchiston does not 
mean that opportunities are going to fall into your lap! I 
am suggesting, though, that you trust in the qualities 
that this school will have fostered in you; that you trust 
that, over the course of your years within those castle 
walls, those attributes that make for a successful young 
person will have been instilled in you; in short, that you 
believe in yourself.

19
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Wetsuits and  
Grey Suits
Words by Jo Tennant from an interview with Andy Hadden
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Three years ago Andy Hadden was a Chartered Surveyor 
who had just spent £1,700 on a return rail ticket for the 
privilege of commuting to his office in Edinburgh from 
North Berwick. More significant than the price was the 
time commuting took away from spending with his 
young family: 

 

“I really just wished there was  
a place to work nearby.’’ 

 

While working in his garden on the hill above North 
Berwick, Andy looked down on a derelict plot of land 
with a ‘To Let’ sign flapping in the breeze. He enquired 
about the land, saw an opportunity, drew up plans, 
raised equity, pre-let the building and here we are 
today: The Lighthouse Business Centre. His innovation 
was timely. The population growth of North Berwick had 
not been matched with the commercial infrastructure to 
support it. Locals needed just such a facility, have voted 
with their feet and, as a result, The Lighthouse was a 
Community Business of the Year finalist 2018. 

Whilst coming from a great rugby pedigree, Andrew T Hadden  
(93-00) is making his name in an entirely different sport: surfing. 

Here he talks about Wavegarden Scotland, a £20m surf park 
destination which will begin construction in early 2019, the 
Lighthouse, his co-working business centre, as well as the 

momentous journey that has brought him to this point.

The Lighthouse 
Business Centre 
• £1.5m co-working building  

        in North Berwick 
• First of its kind in town 
• Opened in March 2018 
• More than 40 tenants: The  

        large warehouse space over  
        two floors contains a music  
        school, dance school,  
        personal trainer, boxercise,  
        pilates, yoga, spa, candle  
        maker and self-storage on  
        the ground floor. Upstairs is  
        the flexible office space and  
        hot-desking. 

• Wired Score certified 
• Community Business of the  

        Year finalist 2018
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Out of the upstairs window North Berwick Law fills the 
space, while ponies graze on the hill. Outside this building 
may seem like a big industrial box; inside it welcomes 
you with murals, that view, and the considerable 
resources used in fitting it out. Far from the city indeed, 
but it is no rural outfit. Andy has made significant internet 
IT-support investments to provide Lighthouse residents 
with services better or comparable to that in the city. 
The Lighthouse is about to become the first building in 
Scotland, outside major cities, to become Wired Score 
certified, recognition that the property is future proofed 
for anything the digital age can throw at it. 

Merchiston connections run deep: Andy Russell (92-
99) supplied much of the furniture, Chris Bain (95-00) 
helped with the logistics of photography, and Katie 
Forbes, wife of Iain (96-00), helped with interior design. 
Jeremy Houston (95-00) and Phil Robson (94-01) even 
stock the Lighthouse fridges with their respective beer 
brands - Innis & Gunn and Campbell’s Brewery. 

But, while The Lighthouse has been a great success,  
it is just a side project. His momentous project, the one 
that is attracting the news crews, is Wavegarden 
Scotland. In order to tackle this, we need to go back  
a few years to trace his journey. 

 

Career Path from School 
I ask Andy about his time at Merchiston but I think I 
already know the answer: he got totally stuck in to 
school life. He was unbeaten throughout his rugby 
career from age 12 to 18: in the C1s, B1s, 4ths, 2nds and 
finally the 1sts, which culminated in the team winning 
the Scottish Cup in 2000. He is proud of this, though he 
puts it down to luck as well. He values: 

“The friends, the environment which we all thought 
was normal - where everyone achieves … Having a good 
team of people around you… The outward bound times - 
heading off into the hills and making fires … achieving 

things you didn’t think possible ... The continual playing 
of games in downtime … Making friends for life - friends 
who have your back, friends you can ask for advice in all 
professional spheres.”  

He left School and took a near obligatory gap year, 
then began at Newcastle University but left after a year. 
It wasn’t right for him: “Too much fun and not enough 
focus; a lesson that would serve me well.”  

An undergraduate degree at Heriot Watt then 
focused on his love of sports psychology; he graduated 
three or four years behind his peers.  

He then studied for a Masters in Property at Heriot 
Watt, to become a Chartered Surveyor. He entered the 
workplace aged 25 in 2007 as a graduate surveyor with 
Colliers International. When the recession hit in 2008 his 
peers were laid off, but he was offered a post in 
Birmingham working for their Insolvency Department; 
with no other options, he took it. It was a tricky time for 
many and it was a busy time for his department - 
helping businesses out of liquidation and administration.  

 

The Memo 
One day in 2012, an internal memo appeared about 
how Colliers were doing feasibility work to deliver the 
first stand alone surf park anywhere in the world (Surf 
Snowdonia in Wales). To most of the people at Colliers 
who received it, that email would have been little more 
than a curiosity, but for Andy, who was at that time 
making regular car-camping missions to Cornwall to 
satisfy his surf cravings, it was a life changing moment. 

“I got straight on the phone to Seán Young, head of 
our Destination Consulting department in London and 
said, “Come on now, are you having a laugh?” But here 
was this very credible guy who had done feasibility 
studies for all sorts of international destinations, and he 
said, “Andy, this is a business, this is a stand alone surf 
park and it’s legitimate.”” 

 

The surf park industry 
There are presently two stand alone surf parks open in 
the world, both using Wavegarden’s older Lagoon 
technology. These are Surf Snowdonia in Wales and 
NLand Surf Park in Texas. Surf Snowdonia, backed by the 
Ainscough Group, had over 150,000 visitors last year, 
their third season, and, due to high demand, bookings 
for their ‘expert waves’ have to be made well in advance. 

At the time of writing, there are a number of inland  

 

wave destinations in various stages of planning: 
notably one in the Midlands, which is being set up by 
the ex-head of HSBC’s European corporate banking 
sector, another example of how big business is starting 
to take the sector seriously. However, only The Wave 
in Bristol (2019) and URBN Surf in Australia (2019), 
both using the same Wavegarden Cove technology, 
will open before Wavegarden Scotland (2020). 

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:40  Page 24



Feature

25

An overview of Wavegarden Scotland 
• Co-founded with Scott Brewster and due to open  

        in summer 2020 
• Wavegarden Scotland is the project of their  

        development company, Tartan Leisure Ltd. 
• Wavegarden Scotland is a £20m mixed-use  

        leisure destination based in an old quarry  
        near Ratho, just outside Edinburgh 

• Uses Wavegarden Cove technology which is  
        capable of producing 1,000 world class surfing  
        waves an hour - a wave every 4 seconds 

• Wave sizes range from 50cm through to 2.4m  
        with 27 different types of waves available to surf,  
        which makes it ideal for all abilities 

 

• Surf lagoon the size of 6 football pitches. Local  
        food, retail and events curations. Luxury lodges  
        and pods for onsite accommodation 

• Next door to the EICA, Europe’s largest indoor  
        climbing arena 

• Shares an entrance with the EICA. The EICA  
        already has a flow of 240,000 visitors each year  
        and the cross-pollination between surfing and  
        climbing demographics is obvious:  

 
“There were many pieces in the puzzle which had  

to come to together to get to where we are,  
and our location is certainly one of them.”

Initially, Andy looked into developing a wave pool 
near Dunbar with his good friend, Mark Rennie (95-00), 
but after six months of feasibility work in 2013, they 
concluded the site would be too far from major population 
centres. There was also none of the objective evidence 
that he knew was critical to attracting investment. As 
part of his research, however, he had spoken to various 
outdoor sports centres in the area, including the 
Edinburgh International Climbing Arena in Ratho. 

“I was about to knock it on the head, but the guys at 
the climbing arena said to me, “Have you ever checked 
out the landowners next door? It’s the Brewsters.” 

I said “Scott Brewster (95-01)!?”  
So I phoned him up and said, “Scott, just give me a 

minute here, I’ve got an idea...”” 
 

Wavegarden Scotland is born 
In 2013 Andy returned to Scotland to concentrate now 
on property investment, the opposite side of the market 
to what he’d previously known, and also to be closer to 
what has become the Wavegarden Scotland site. It was 
at this stage that Andy started to recognise the weight 
of money in the market and that, if a plan was diligently 
created, there was no reason for it not to be achieved.  
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Wavegarden Scotland will be home to a Wavegarden 
Cove, the latest wave-creation technology designed 
by the passionate Basque company Wavegarden. 
Andy’s company, Tartan Leisure Ltd, decided to share 
a name with the Spaniards (hence Wavegarden 
Scotland) as there are benefits for both parties.  

Andy has worked hard over the years to develop  
a relationship that is more like family with the group of 
dedicated engineers whose home is the beautiful beach 
town of San Sebastián. This relationship has proven to 
be important, as Wavegarden are now regarded as the 
leading light in the burgeoning industry. To give an idea 
of its popularity, they currently charge a whopping 
£10,000 for a site visit to whittle out serious interest 
from time wasters.  

“My first visit to Wavegarden HQ in 2013 was 
sandwiched between Larry Page, founder of Google,  
and Adam Neumann, founder of WeWork. Knowing that 
such businessmen, far more experienced than myself, 
were entertaining the same idea, gave me the fillip 
required to keep going against the odds.”  

WeWork subsequently bought a 40% stake in 
Wavegarden. Additionally, what’s encouraging to Andy, 
is that most Wavegarden enquiries are from the so-
called ‘cold-water nations’ as this is where surfing has 
had the least influence until now. In the past ten years 
wetsuit technology has developed to a stage where you 

can stay cosy all year around the coast of Britain, which 
has meant a rise in the number of surfers of all ages 
enjoying the sport in the UK. 

Wavegarden Scotland are making the most of this. 
Whilst Andy says nothing will ever replace the ocean, 
waves at Wavegarden Scotland will be better than the 
ocean 99% of the time, and 100% of the time when the 
ocean is flat. It’s this consistency and reliability which 
has led to the inland wave sector revolutionising an 
already established global sport. 

“Surfing is now accessible to everyone, for the first 
time. We’re simply providing access to the world’s most 
established lifestyle sport, and creating a viable tourism 
based property development around it. Wavegarden 
Scotland is a place for people across all walks of life to 
congregate, as much as a place where you can have a 
break, learn to surf or hold world class competitions and 
events. 

We’ve teamed up with the best of Scottish brands to 
provide a base for what we hope can be the UK’s most 
exciting overnight and day attraction. Yes, surfing lies  
at the heart of our facility, but what we’re creating is so 
much more than that: we want to become a destination 
where tourists come when visiting Scotland or where 
locals choose to spend their leisure time. Whether 
surfing, going for a walk, enjoying our food market and  
a browse in the shop, there is something for everybody.”   
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Scott and Andy set up Tartan Leisure Ltd together in 
2014 and have fought doggedly ever since to pursue the 
dream of Wavegarden Scotland. Andy, didn’t tell many 
people of his plans - least of all to his old man, Frank 
Hadden, as he thought it would have been laughed out 
of the house. As Andy says: 

“Anyone coached by Dad that failed to catch a rugby 
ball in two hands will know he’s not easily pleased, so I 
had to be certain that I was well armed when I 
approached him for some help in opening doors, Dad’s 
now an invaluable member of the team and without his 
help we couldn’t be where we are today.” 

The same could be said of Andy’s uncle, Peter, and 
Scott’s father, Alex, who now make up the board of 
directors at Wavegarden Scotland.  

Merchistonians have also advised and supported and 
become involved in the project throughout: Michael 
Bremner (87-90) brings tourism experience and there 
are several significant investors as well. The 
Merchistonian and rugby networks underpin the whole 
project, and it’s these relationships that Andy holds as 
the key to his progress: 

“Having a trusted network has been invaluable to 
giving Scott and me the confidence to make big 
decisions. Any connecting strands that allow this to 
happen, like having been to school together or played 
rugby on the same team, make trust much easier to 
establish. When that happens, you instantly create 
something that’s greater than the sum of its parts.” 

Andy talks about the challenge of underwriting 
everything when it comes to what is a completely unique 
development, and this is why he’s surrounded himself with 
experts and advisors across the sectors over the years.  

“I needed them to educate us, and to give credibility 
to our claims. It’s been a fantastic learning experience, 
from engineering, to dealing with national sporting 
bodies, to charities, to retail and to accommodation.” 

He is evidently a convincing and optimistic 
personality, yet looking at the point we are at today - 
sitting in a very tangible, well subscribed, flexible 
working space in North Berwick, with the formally 
approved plans for the Wavegarden Scotland laid out in 
front of us and just a final round of funding beginning - 
we see proof that this has been a very successful policy 

“What was once considered 
a high-risk venture, is being  

viewed as a low risk opportunity”
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to adopt. It’s also one that he’s also used when testing 
out facilities - like sending Surf Snowdonia’s engineers, 
as a critical eye rather than himself (as a self-proclaimed 
easily pleased Scottish surfer) to test the new 
technology. He asked them to prove it - and 
Wavegarden did: their new technology excels itself. 

Having witnessed both the blunt end of a recession 
and the top end of the property market, Andy now has 
the confidence to embark upon his own dreams, and 
ensure that the corporate hammer could never nail him 

to the post again, like it did during his first year at 
Colliers International. As he puts it:  

“I’d rather have control over my own destiny, living 
and dying by my own decisions, rather than have it 
dictated by macro-market conditions. The world is too 
unstable right now to believe everything will be rosy 
without grasping the nettle yourself.” 

 
www.wavegarden.scot 
www.lighthousenb.co.uk 

Photo: jotennant.com
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Photo: jotennant.com
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A BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AGED 7-18 
MERCHISTON.CO.UK 

admissions@merchiston.co.uk   0131 312 2201    
Means-Tested Financial Assistance Available  *www.ukboardingschools.com 
Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a Charity, number SC016580 

EVERY BOY IS AN INDIVIDUAL. EVERY BOY HAS A STORY. 
LET US SHAPE HIS FUTURE STORY.

MERCHISTON 

STORY 
WHERE YOUR SON COMES FIRST

“A balanced curriculum, excellent pastoral care and  
a high A Level pass rate make Merchiston  

one of the UK’s leading independent schools.” *
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As his time at School comes to an 
end, Rupert M Eagers (11-18), 
the Merchistonian Club’s first 
bursary recipient, reflects on his 
time and the skills and passions 
that he has developed, and will 
follow, as he begins his life 
beyond secondary education. 

 
 

Words by Rupert Eagers 

My Merchiston journey started in Second Form in 2011 
after I moved from my local primary school. What 
awaited me was a journey in both personal and social 
development as I progressed through the school and 
into my final year.  

What struck me first was Merchiston’s commitment  
to sporting excellence and development. Together with 
academic opportunities, I have been able to find my 
passion and do what I enjoy most.  

When I started in Pringle I began training for rugby 
three times a week during the Winter and Lent Terms 
and then moved to athletics and cricket in the Summer.  
I also participated in other co-curricular activities, such 
as swimming, football and shooting. All of these allowed 
me to find my passion and excel at what I enjoy doing 

A Language 
Journey: 
inspired young  
and heading East - 
supported by you   
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most. Finding my interests lie in rugby and 
football, I have now had the opportunity to play 
both throughout the year, which I have most 
definitely enjoyed. 

Besides enjoying sport I have grown in 
confidence both on and off the pitch. In my last 
year here I was proud to captain the 2XV as well as 
play for the 1XV. I would also say that playing 
sport at school has taught me to be resilient in 
the face of loss on the pitch. Experiencing some 
difficult defeats in rugby throughout my time at 
Merchiston was initially hard. However, 
overcoming them and looking forward rather 
than back has helped me develop as a person 
enormously. 

My Merchiston journey has also led me to 
develop academically particularly in learning 
Mandarin. I had never spoken nor studied the 
language before, but after a few ‘taster’ classes in 
my early years in Pringle, I was hooked. From that 
point I continued to learn the language and went 
on to take it at GCSE, Scottish Higher and, more 
recently, Advanced Higher level; I am delighted 
that I achieved an A grade at GCSE and Higher 
level. I would credit my teachers of Mandarin 
greatly: they sparked my interest and recognised 
my potential so much so that I now hope to study 
Business and Mandarin at university in September 
2019.  

Not only with Mandarin but also with my other 
subjects, my journey throughout Merchiston has 
been encouraged by strong relationships with my 
teachers, and House and support staff. Where  

I lacked confidence before my time here, they 
have helped build it during these seven years.  
I have also developed other qualities, such as 
leadership and teamwork skills, which I have 
demonstrated this past year in my role as a 
Deputy Head of House and a Wellbeing Prefect  
in Chalmers East. 

I have learnt a great deal from Merchiston.  
I am thankful for the opportunities and personal 
growth it has given me during my time here.  
As my life at School comes to an end, I am taking 
a gap year and travelling to Australasia and Asia, 
including an internship at Merchiston 
International School, before returning to formal 
education at university in September 2019. 

On the 30 October 2011 the School and the Club launched the Merchistonian Club bursary 
fund appeal, spearheaded by Merchistonians A E (Sandy) Corstorphine (59-64) and James 
Rainy Brown (51-56). Rupert is the first student to have received this scholarship, designed 
to open up Merchiston and the rich opportunities it provides to those talented boys who 
could not have otherwise afforded it, or to those families whose circumstances have been 
affected making it difficult for them to continue with their son’s education at Colinton. 

Bursaries remain a top priority for the School and the main focus of this bursary fund, is 
the concept of group sponsorship, where notable Merchistonians, families or sporting teams 
of the past can jointly make the commitment partly to fund a boy throughout his years at 
Merchiston. 

If you are interested in finding out more on how you can help support bursaries at 
Merchiston, please contact David Rider on 0131 312 2263 or email development@merchiston.co.uk 
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Dear Merchistonians  

It is with great pleasure and pride that I write to you as the new Headmaster of Merchiston Castle School. 

My family and I have been made incredibly welcome in Edinburgh by the boys, their families and the 

Merchistonian Club community, and in the short time that I have been in post I have seen the strength of the 

Merchistonian bond.   

I have inherited an excellent school from Andrew and Barbara Hunter and I would like to pay tribute to 

the tremendous work they did in making Merchiston Castle School the school it is today. The School grew in 

many ways under Andrew’s leadership and I thank him and Barbara for their 20 years of dedicated service.   

One of Andrew’s lasting legacies is the foundation of Merchiston International School, Shenzhen, which 

opened its doors to pupils in September. The opening ceremony was a wonderful celebration, spreading the 

good name and reputation of Merchiston. The development of an international school provides numerous 

opportunities for all within the Merchiston community and I look forward to watching the relationship 

between the two schools grow.   

I know that, for many of you, The Merchistonian Club Magazine provides an invaluable link to the School 

and has traditionally included a comprehensive review of the life of the school. In this age of modern 

communication, I do run the risk of repeating what has already been said within the Headmaster’s 

Headlines, our weekly news update that appears on the school website. I would encourage you to visit the 

School website, follow us on Twitter @merchinews, and on Facebook; that way I guarantee you will be kept 

completely up to date with all that is going on at the School!    

It has been a great privilege to meet many Merchistonians in my first few weeks here and I would like 

extend a warm invitation to you all to visit the School when you can. I know that there are plenty of events in 

the calendar that encourage you to come back and see us, but I would like you to know that you are always 

very welcome here at the School.  

I look forward to meeting more of you and sharing the success of our fine School with you.   

 

Ready ay Ready 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Anderson 

Heads Up 
 Jonathan Anderson, Headmaster 
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Jonathan Anderson grew up in Ulster, read Geography  
at Queen’s Belfast, developed an appetite for teaching 
and subsequently completed his teaching qualification 
in 1997. The same year, he joined Christ’s Hospital  
as a Geography Teacher, was promoted to Assistant 
Housemaster in 1998, and in 2003 to Housemaster  
of this boys’ boarding house. After almost 14 years at 
Christ’s Hospital, he was appointed as Senior Deputy 
Head at Worksop College, Nottinghamshire, where  
he spent the last seven years. 

Jonathan is a passionate believer in the benefits  
of a well-rounded education and providing 
opportunities for pupils to excel in all that they do.  
He brings to Scotland his wife Bethan, and his two 
young children. 

 

As Headmaster 
What are the most important lessons 
you’ve learned in life that you’d like to 
bring to your post as Headmaster? 

The most important lesson I think I have learned is to 
listen. In my first few weeks at Merchiston I have listened 
carefully to what my colleagues, the boys, their parents 
and Merchistonians have to say, and that has been 

hugely helpful. I should never profess to have all  
of the answers and listening carefully to the wisdom of 
those around me will be of utmost importance.  
 

What are you most excited about at 
Merchiston and what do you view as the 
School’s strengths? 

Merchiston is an excellent school with a rich and proud 
tradition. We have many huge strengths, but the three 
that really stand out are our sense of nurture, the high 
quality of learning and teaching and, of course, our 
sporting prowess. The opportunity to lead such an 
impressive school is most exciting, as well as a little 
daunting!  
 

What do you think are the biggest 
challenges facing the School? 

The School community is a happy and thriving one.  
I feel the many of challenges that exist for the School  
lie beyond the School walls and are common to all 
independent schools in Scotland and the rest of the  
UK. Independent education provides life-changing 
opportunities and it is vital that this message continues 
to ring out loud and clear.  

Q&A with Jonathan Anderson, 
Headmaster, September 2018 
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What does the future look like for 
Merchiston? 

I think the future for Merchiston is a bright one; we are a 
distinctively different school and one that knows its 
pupils well. Our staff are committed to the success of 
each boy, while being the size we are allows us to tailor 
our support to suit the needs of the individual. The 
School is in a strong position but, naturally, there are 
areas that any new Headmaster will look at closely when 
they arrive, so watch this space!  
 

How would you like to characterise your 
time as Headmaster? 
Good question. I think that I would like my time to be 
characterised by the type of person our pupils become 
having spent time at Merchiston: confident, adaptable, 
resilient young men, ready to take on the challenges of  
a fast-paced and dynamic world. Ultimately, I would like 
them to look back at their time at the School with great 
fondness and happiness.  
  

As a Person 
What do you do for fun? 

I enjoy spending time with my young family; they 
certainly make life fun! I also enjoy road cycling and I try 
get out on my bike when I can; our wonderful surroundings 
have given me plenty of new places to explore. Bethan 
and I enjoy live music and theatre, so we are looking 
forward to making the most of what Edinburgh has to 
offer. I also enjoy watching the odd game of rugby, so  

I think I have come to the right place for that!  
 

Can you tell me a little bit about your 
family and how they are finding Edinburgh? 

Bethan and I have been married for 13 years and we 
have two girls, Emily who is just turning four years old 
and Matilda who is eight months old. Bethan works in 
the publishing industry but is currently on maternity 
leave with Matilda. 

We are enjoying Edinburgh life very much. It is the 
first time we have lived so close to a major city and we 
are enjoying everything that this brings. Emily joined the 
local nursery school in August and is very happy there;  
in amongst her many other weekly activities she has 
started Scottish dancing and she absolutely loves it.  
 

What was your experience of school like? 
What kind of student were you?  
I have very fond memories of my time at school and I 
suspect my own experiences drew me towards teaching. 
I was very fortunate to go to a school where you were 
encouraged to get involved in a huge variety of activities 
outside the classroom and I took full advantage of that. 
As a result, I do believe that the more you put into your 
life at school, the more you will get from it - a message  
I continue to share. As a student, I was an earnest but 
happy learner. I really enjoyed all of the subjects I chose 
at A Level and my passion to study Geography came 
from the great teaching received. All that said, I am sure 
my teachers have a different memory of my time at 
Ballyclare High School!  
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The Sound of 100 Pipers: 
The Armistice Centenary 

An extract from James’ speech to the school community 
last year: 
…in 2014, when we as a School commemorated the 
100th anniversary of the beginning of WW1, I was here 
and an idea sparked and grew.  

As we thought about the 177 Merchistonians who 
died in WW1, I was reminded of stories that my family 
told of my great great uncle Duncan McNaughton who, 
although not a Merchistonian, played while serving with 
a Scottish Regiment in the War. We still have his pipes in 

In 2014, a Merchiston pupil, James, who was then aged 11,  
wrote to the Headmaster with his idea of commemorating the  

100th Anniversary of the ending of World War 1 in 2018 with 100 
Merchiston pipers and drummers parading at our Remembrance 

Service. It seemed only fitting for the 2018 Merchistonian Award to 
be a posthumous award to the 177 Merchistonians that lost their 
lives during WW1. Club President, Matthew Gray, presented the 

award to Nick Blair, School Chaplain, on behalf of the soldiers.  

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:40  Page 38



Feature

39

the family, and I thought ahead and wondered whether, 
as a School, we could do something to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1.  

What about a band of 100 Merchistonian pipers and 
drummers parading after the Memorial Service in 2018, 
which will be on 11 November 2018?… It may rain, it may 
snow, it might be fine … but nothing will compare to what 
that generation of Merchistonians and my Great Great 
Uncle went through. So, pipers and drummers, let’s try 
and make it 100 for the 100th Anniversary of WW1. 

 
Rev Nick Blair, School Chaplain:  
I remember when James approached us in 2014 and he 
had been inspired by the 100th Anniversary theme  
of our Remembrance Service that year. At the time,  
I thought it was very exciting that we are able to reach 
out to 11 year olds and inspire them to think big.  

Four years ago, I was not sure if it would happen, but 
here we are, four years later, continuing to hold true  
to our promise that we will remember them, and James 
is helping to spearhead our team effort, to inspire his 
generation and the next generation to connect with real 
people, real sacrifice, and real freedoms won at a price. 

 
James comments: 
I have to say that I am surprised that this has come to be 
such a big event. At first, I questioned whether or not we 
would reach the 100 pipes and drums, which was my 
target, but the work has paid off.  

I feel very privileged to have had the support to go 
through with this idea I had back in November 2014. At 
the time, part of me wondered how it would all work out, 
but everything has fallen into place.  

I have lots of respect for those who have fallen in 
combat and this event will hopefully show my respect, 
especially for the Merchistonions who died tragically at 
such a young age, and also for my Great Great Uncle, 

Duncan McNaughton, who was also killed in WW1. 
 

Headmaster, Jonathan Anderson: 
A special thank you to James, who still remembers his 
inspiration for this Remembrance Service in 2014.  

I would also like to thank all those who helped to 
make the Remembrance Service such a huge success. 
The great number of staff who helped organise the 
event indicates just how much of a team effort it has 
been: thank you to those who were making crosses, 
planting crosses and constructing the Garden of 
Remembrance. Thank you to those who were contacting 
pipers, tuning pipers, rehearsing and producing two 
wonderful pieces from Christian  Alexander, and The 
Choir. Thank you to those who were organising that 
splendid Guard of Honour around the Garden, and 
laying out the hall. Thank you to those who were 
projecting the service and making sure we could be 
heard. Thank you to the readers and ushers. Thank you 
to those folding service sheets, putting out service 
sheets, and to those organising candle lighters. Thank 
you to those organising publicity for it, refreshments in 
Houses, and to those organising car parking. 

Finally, thank you to all those who joined us on the 
day and played a part in this special Remembrance 
Service. 

 
The final word goes to Gareth Baird, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors: 
The welcome to Merchiston from staff and boys, the 
marvellous organ music and singing, the superb 
thought provoking sermon, the letter, the 100 pipers 
and drummers and the Remembrance Garden will live 
long in the memory. I thought the whole day had 
Merchiston`s stamp written all over it and there will be 
huge pride held in a quiet fashion that our school could 
so honour those who sacrificed so much on our behalf. 
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We Will  
Remember  
Them:  
Personal Stories  
on the Centenary  
of Armistice Day  

Words by Reverend Nick Blair, School Chaplain
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With a father in the Army and an uncle who died in 
World War Two, I was raised on the importance of 
Remembrance. Every year it was a solemn occasion; 
my father would lay a wreath at the local parish 
church, latterly the last veteran from WW2 in the 
parish. My mother remembered her brother, Bruce, 
killed in 1944, long after she sadly had forgotten all 
of us. One time, in her dementia, she spoke to me  
vividly and affectionately for almost an hour as if I 
was her brother Bruce, 70 years after his death! 

I have always felt there is a story to tell, a lesson 
to be learned from these lost generations. Lessons 
of Sacrifice, of service, of the human cost of war. I 
have no political motive or “angle”. It just seems to 
me that these stories are too important to vanish 
from history completely. We have a duty, and 
indeed the privilege, of passing them on to the next 
generation. 

When I came to Merchiston in 2004, there was 
no comprehensive record of the lives of those who 
had died in WW1 and WW2, no photographs, no 
background. Just bare names on the plaques 
outside the Memorial Hall. I thought we needed to 
know more if the baton of remembrance was to be 
passed on. The work is not finished, even ten years 
on, but now we take boys to the memorial, ask 
them to choose a name, go back to the classroom 
and find out a little bit about the lives and who 
these men were. For a brief moment they become 
people again, not just bronzed names on a memorial. 
I see boys at all times of year going up to the 
memorial and saying, “This is the guy I chose”. 

Time and time again, as I have researched there 
have been stories that just needed to be told -  
I might even say wanted to be told. The number  
of odd links and coincidences have been amazing. 
We have found two Merchistonians who are not  
on the Memorial, yet served with distinction: James 
Burley (1927-29) who served in the RAF in WW2 
and, this year, Major Ernest Hastings Lewis (1888-
89) who was killed in Gallipoli in 1915, and 103 
years later will be remembered by the School he 
was at for two years.  

I wanted to give a voice to a few of the remarkable 
men who did not live to see the end of the Great 
War; to never forget the horrific and unique 
situation that they were called into; and the price 
that they and their families paid. When we say we 
will remember them, we have to be able to mean it. 
Here are just a few of their stories.  
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Letters Home
Edward Wynne Lloyd-Jones (1902-07) 
 
Edward was a Captain in the 7th Battalion Royal Welch 
Fusiliers when he was killed in action, aged 27, on 10 
August 1915. He is buried at Green Hill Cemetery, 
Gallipoli. 

He was the son of Reverend David Lloyd-Jones. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, as a son of the manse, he won 
the Rogerson Divinity Prize as well as being a member of 
the 1XV, the Shooting VIII and a Prefect. He went up to 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge to read History. 

He was commissioned into the 1st/7th Battalion, 
Royal Welch Fusiliers, which was attached to 158 
Brigade, 53rd (Welsh) Division. The Division sailed from 
Devonport in July 1915, and arrived at Mudros on 5 
August 1915. From here they moved to Gallipoli, Turkey 
landing on 9 August 1915, and were immediately 
thrown into action at Sari Bair. The fighting over the 
coming days was terrible and the Division lost many 
men. Edward was killed here on 10 August 1915. 

One of Edward’s last letters home expresses how he 
felt about the war and his place in it. 

“For good or ill we are pawns in the mighty game of 

war. We go to bear our share of 
the burden of these terrible days. 
I say for good or ill for God alone 
knows the value to place upon 
our sacrifice. Is there any honest 
Christian who believes that the problems of 
life will be settled by force of arms; “‘Not by might but by 
my spirit’, saith the Lord.” For pity's sake, keep one clear 
light shining through out this terrible darkness. Surely 
Christ stands as He always did, an eternal monument of 
peace and goodwill to men. There is a cry today for men 
and munitions. Will not someone strive with equal 
emphasis for the purging of the spiritual life of the nation, 
for a wholesale breaking from the paths of the so-called 
progress which has brought on such a terrible calamity?” 

14 years after his death, Edward’s uncle, the pacifist 
George Maitland Lloyd Davies, wrote of his nephew in 
Essays for Peace : 

“To those who knew Captain Edward Wynne Lloyd-
Jones, of Llandinam, and of the Royal Welch Fusiliers, the 
passing of the long fourteen years since he died at 
Gallipoli will not have dimmed the memory of one beloved 
beyond his fellows. Family and fortune and faith seemed 

The First Captain of School
Alan Hood Wilson  (1904-11) 
 
Alan was the first Captain of School to die, and one  
of three Oxbridge Blues killed. 

Alan, a 2nd Lieutenant in the 6th Battalion Rifle 
Brigade, was killed in action on 17 March 1915, age 
23. He rests in Rifle House Cemetery, IV J5, Belgium. 

He came to Merchiston in 1904 and took a 
leading part in school life, becoming the Captain of 
School, Captain of the 1XV and Captain of the 
Shooting VIII. 

On leaving School he went up to Pembroke 
College, Cambridge to read Mechanical Science. 
Each year he obtained his Blue for Rugby playing 
against Oxford in 1911, 1912 and 1913. He was 
described as “not a showy forward but strenuous 
and hard working - full of grit.” He had intended to 
become an engineer but at the outbreak of war he 

joined an infantry battalion. He 
was attached to the 1st 
Battalion The Rifles at the time 
of his death. 
The Merchistonian obituary 
describes him as  

“an excellent type. His genial disposition, pleasant 
manner and healthy interests made him very popular 
both at School and at college. His athletic success at 
Cambridge in no way ‘spoiled’ him…when he left 
College last summer he was the same pleasant, smiling 
handsome Alan Wilson that we knew at School.” 

 
One of his sergeants wrote to his parents: 

“I was with him until he breathed his last; he died a 
good soldier, without a murmur and game to the last; 
in a few seconds it was all over and we knew we had 
lost a good officer and a good friend to our men.” 

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:40  Page 42



Feature

43

to have combined to equip his heart and mind for the 
finest service of his fellows either in politics or religion. 
Welsh to the core in sentiment, happy in the companionship 
of simple peasant folk, or alone in mountain solitudes, 
he was equally enthusiastic for foreign travel, or ardent 
in a College "rag," or reckless as a football Blue, or 

generous in all jeopardy of himself. As he lived, he died, in 
the place of danger, leading his men, and was mentioned 
in dispatches for conspicuous gallantry in the field.” 

Edward’s younger brother, Ifor Thomas, also of the 7th 
Welch Fusiliers, who had been with Edward in Gallipoli, 
was also killed in March 1917 in Gaza.  

William Cameron (1905-11) 
 
William was a Lieutenant in the 1st Battalion Cameron 
Highlanders. He died of his wounds on 27 October 
1915, aged 24. William rests at Kilmallie Churchyard, 
near Fort William, buried with military honours.  

William had been in the 1XV and in the Shooting 
VIII. He had then gone on to Edinburgh University. 
He had already been in the Special Reserve 3rd 
Battalion of the Cameronians since 1913 then went 
to the front on 12 August 1914.  

This letter was written by William himself on 15 
October to the family of Lieutenant Middleton, an 
Academical. It is an extraordinary insight into 
moments on the 25 September 1915 and indeed 
into William’s character: 

“The news of your nephew’s death came as a very 
great shock to me. We were together in B company 
for a few weeks and were fast becoming friends.  

We were within five yards of the first trench when 
your nephew was hit. As I bent down to ask him 
where he was hit I was immediately struck in the left 
thigh. We lay there almost touching each other in a 
slight hollow.  

My orderly was with us and we had to lie as flat as 
we could, for the bullets were passing over thickly 
about three feet above the ground. Davison then 
proceeded to dress our wounds. Your nephew had 
morphia and I had iodine, so we were fixed up as well 
as could be…that was about 8am. I saw that there 
would be little chance of stretchers until dark, and 
only hoped that the shells which were dropping all 
around would not reach us. Luckily I had a tin of 
methylated spirits and with the water in our water 
bottle and oxo cubes we made some hot soup.  

In the afternoon the enemy fire slackened but a 
heavy rain came on. Davison used his waterproof to 
cover your nephew and I had my oilskin coat. About 
dusk a few stretcher bearers began to appear, but it 

could not have been until 6pm 
before one came for us. As I was 
feeling quite comfortable, I 
ordered your nephew to be 
taken in on it. He insisted on 
leaving me his whisky flask, as 
I had none. As I lay out in the 
rain practically the whole 
night it was of the greatest comfort to me.  

That was the last I saw of your nephew and the 
news that I received a fortnight later that he had 
succumbed to his wound was the greatest shock.” 

William Cameron was to succumb to his own 
wound just 12 days after writing this letter.  

His father wrote to the Merchistonian after his 
death to fill in some of the details: 

“Before dusk Lieut. Middleton was carried back 
and sent to Rouen, where he died of his wound on 
the 30th of September.  

William lay a whole day and night in heavy rain 
before being rescued and sent via dressing and 
clearing stations to Boulogne and eventually back to 
‘Blighty’ on the 8th of October. He was in Park Lane 
Hospital in London, where he received the best of 
attention. 

 During the three weeks he was there he 
recovered sufficiently to warrant an operation which, 
though serious, is not regarded as dangerous. Sadly, 
however, towards the end of the operation signs of 
heart failure appeared and, though under the 
influence of stimulants, he for a few moments 
became conscious, he relapsed into 
unconsciousness and passed away.” 

As a sad postscript Lieutenant AS Middleton - 
Alexander Samuel Middleton - was one of three 
brothers from Edinburgh Academy all of whom were 
killed in WW1. The fourth brother survived the War 
but died on active service during WW2 in 1942.  
A terrible price for one family to have to pay. 

An Accies - Merchiston connection
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Ready, ay Ready 

This verse, which is rarely sung these days, reflects acutely 
the times in which the song was written, 1948.  
It was revived in a poignant solo performance at 
Merchiston’s 2014 Remembrance Sunday service which 
marked the outbreak of the First World War.  
 

In danger’s hour she sent her sons  

To give all men can give: 

Quiet they sleep on alien shores  

Who died that we might live. 

They sleep ... but in the twilight 

There whispers over all 

A bugle sounding down the wind  

Her ancient rallying call.  

 

 

Merchiston World War 1 Facts 
 
In WW1 

- 880 Merchistonians served 

- 178 were killed 

- 159 were wounded (although we think this is an   
    underestimate) 

- 18 were taken as Prisoners of War Merchiston’s death      
    rate was over 20%; the number of casualties were  
    337 so over 38%  

 
The greatest single loss was on 25 September 1915 at  
the Battle of Loos where nine Merchistonians were killed 
in one day, and three died later as a result of their wounds. 

 
This year for the first time at the School  Remembrance 
Service Rev Blair mentioned the names of 16 Merchistonians 
listed as wounded in WW1 but who died within 10 years of 
the end of the war. Their average age was 36; the youngest 
was 26. They are not mentioned on any memorial 
anywhere. 

 
In WW1, 17 million soldiers and civilians died.  
 

A Scottish 
Internationalist
Rowland Fraser (1903-08) 
 
Rowland was a Scottish 
internationalist with four 
caps; he was killed 12 
days after he was 
married. A Captain in 
the 6th attached 1st 
Battalion Rifle Brigade, 
he was killed in action 
on 1 July 1916, age 26. His 
body was never recovered and he is 
remembered on Panels 16B & C of the 
Theipval Memorial. 

Rowley, as he was known, was in both the 
1XV and the 1XI for three years, captaining 
the latter. He was also in the gymnastic VIII 
and a Prefect. On leaving School, he went up 
to Pembroke College, Cambridge to read 
Law, played in the varsity rugby match three 
times and captained Cambridge in 1910. 

His success at Cambridge led to him being 
selected for Scotland; he played in  
all the 1911 internationals, winning 4 caps. 
He moved back to Edinburgh to study for a 
BA and was a frequent visitor to the School. 

Shortly before his death, Rowland 
obtained leave and was married at Invermay 
on 20 June 1916 to Miss Mary Dorothy Ross. 
He returned to France soon after, and fell in 
action on a Sunday, exactly twelve days after 
his wedding. 

The Merchistonian describes him as: 
“… an active and dashing forward of the 

modern type … Rowley was one of the best  
and most prominent of the younger 
generation of Merchistonians and the School 
is sensible of a very great loss by his death in 
action. His keenness, energy, activities and 
personal character made him a general 
favourite.” 

He is remembered on a war memorial in 
Fort Teviot Parish Church and by the gift of a 
pulpit there, as well as on the Scottish Rugby 
Union War Memorial. 
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Married after he died
Mathew Freer Rodger (1900-04) 
 
18 months after his death, he was legally, 
posthumously married.  

Mathew, a Lieutenant in the 4th Scottish Rifles, 
was killed in action on 23 October 1916, age 30. 
Mathew is remembered on Theipval memorial  
Panel 4 D. 

Mathew came to Merchiston in 1900 following in 
the footsteps of his older brother, Patrick Wylie 
Rodger (1893-96) and was in the Gymnastics VIII,  
the Shooting VIII and the 1XV. He was in the VI 
Form, a prefect and in 1903-4 was School Captain. 
(By then he was the fifth Captain of School to be 
killed.) He won numerous prizes including the 
Merchistonian Club Prize and the Rogerson 
Scholarship. On leaving School in 1904 he went up 
to Corpus Christi, Oxford where he was Captain of 
his college XV and graduated in Classics in 1907. 
From there he went to Edinburgh University to read 
Law, graduating in 1911 and becoming a Writer to 
the Signet in Edinburgh. When he received his 
commission he was working with Carmichael and 
Millar, an Edinburgh law firm. 

However, it appears that his real passion was the 
sea and he became a very fine yachtsman; he 
reckoned he had explored every loch and sound on 
the west coast of Scotland. 

Mathew was commissioned into the Scottish 
rifles in October 1914. On 23 October 1916, while 
leading his men in a successful assault on enemy 
trenches, he was killed instantaneously. A friend, 
Captain J L Jack (1895-97) who had served with him 
earlier in the war wrote to his family: 

“I remember last winter reaching a tent camp at 
Morbecque in perishing cold. I think he must have 
seen how perished I was having spent a long time in 
the East. On returning a little later from duty to my 
tent I was ever so astonished to find Mathew busy 
with some pioneers he had collected, making my 
tent more comfortable. I have never forgotten the 
incident or ceased to remember his out of the way 
kindness; and I felt so proud of another Merchistonian.” 

During my research I came across a rather 
interesting and poignant postscript in a newspaper 

article dated 16 February 
1918. I think it is worth 
quoting the article at length: 

“Very romantic was the 
story of a young officer’s 
marriage as told in 
Edinburgh when Helen Esson or Rodger 
of Roslin Midlothian, sought a declaration that she 
was legally married to Mathew Freer Rodger, who in 
civilian life was a Writer to the Signet in Edinburgh.  

Mrs Rodger, who wore widow’s weeds, said that 
she first met her husband in January 1910 and 
subsequently they became on very affectionate 
terms. He obtained a commission in the Army in 
October 1914.  

While on leave he presented her with an 
engagement ring which he put on her finger and 
said, “You’re all mine now, Nell! Be good till I come 
back”.  

She then informed her parents of the engagement.  
Mr Rodger went to France in January 1915 and, on 
more than one occasion, while on leave spent the 
night at her parents. He was there on 1 February 
1916, when he tapped on her window, climbed 
through and took her on his knee. What subsequently 
took place was on the faith of his engagement to 
marry her. 

She regarded herself as being married and 
afterwards he sent her an allowance until his death 
in action 23 October 1916. A child was born 30 
October 1916 whom she registered as legitimate. In 
a large number of letters her husband promised to 
marry her and spoke of efforts to obtain leave before 
the baby was born. Lord Anderson in granting a decree 
of declaration of marriage said, ‘it was a clear case’.” 

In short Mathew was married legally 18 months 
after his death. 

Helen Esson emigrated to Australia after the war 
and died there in 1930. The ship’s passenger log 
reveals that she travelled with her son Mathew F 
Rodger. What became of Mathew is not known; he 
would have been 14 at the time of his mother’s 
death. A Mathew Freer Rodger born 1915 did  
attend Merchiston in 1929 but he is listed as the 
son of Patrick Wylie Rodger (Mathew’s brother).  
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A Baron who joined up as a Private
Baron Hubert de Reuter (School Master) 
 
Grandson of the Baron Julius who founded Reuters 
picture agency. Baron Hubert de Reuter was a master at 
Merchiston and poet. He died as a Private in the 9th 
Battalion Black Watch on 13 November 1916, aged 38. 
He is buried at Mailly Wood Cemetery, IL15 Mailly-
Maillet. 

Hubert had joined the Sportsman’s Battalion as 
Second Lieutenant when war was declared. Aged 38 and 
kept back by the regimental depot because of his 
steadying influence on his juniors while wave after wave 
of younger men were sent to Flanders, discontent and 
frustration set in.  

He resigned his commission, put a coat over his 
officer’s uniform, re-enlisted as a private in the 42nd 
Highlanders and, almost immediately, was sent to 
France. He was killed at Beaumont Hamel on 13 
November 1916. He had captured 98 Germans single-
handedly. Then, under heavy machine-gun fire he had 
carried to safety, one by one, three badly-wounded men 
of his own platoon. He was buried close to where he fell. 

William R Torvaney had been an officer with the 7th 
Royal Highlanders and knew Hubert, but was serving 
with 1st Highland Field Company during the battle for 
Beaumont-Hamel. He wrote this poem on hearing of 
the death of Hubert, our Harry. 

 
 

 
Our Toff 

 
We ‘ad a toff in our platoon 
a Baron’s son was he, 
a toff wot did his share of work 
an’ drank his Army tea 
an’ spent near all his handy cash 
on chaps like you and me 
 
He might have been a red-tab swell 
that's wot he might have been, 
but then we chaps that’s coarser-like 
would never quite ha’ seen 
the splendid man he was right through 
a soldier - straight and keen 
 
He’s gone - like many another chap 
an’ we wot's out here still 
 
when grey dawn breaks and men ‘stand to’ 
when armies fight and kill. 
We misses ‘Arry, our star toff 
who lies near Mailly hill 
 
I ain’t religious, but I'd like 
to thank the God who gave 
this world our Harry, Baron’s son 
who found a soldier’s grave 
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The School Poetry Prize
James William (Kingsley) Darling (1907-12) 
 

The School Prize for Poetry was named after Kingsley 
and is still awarded to this day. Kingsley was a Captain in 
5th Battalion Royal Scots and, age 24, killed in action on 
11 August 1918. He rests in Bouchoir British Cemetery 
Grave IV E12. 

On the day that war broke out he enlisted as a private 
and was gazetted in October 1914; six months later he 
became a Lieutenant. In September 1915 he was sent to 
Gallipoli, served there for three months in command of 
a company of the Hampshire Regiment. He took part in 
both the evacuations from Suvla and Krithia, Turkey. 
From there he proceeded to France with the Royal Scots. 

Kingsley really had been in the thick of it for two years 
when he was wounded in December 1917. He had just 
recovered from his injury in June 1918 when he was 
again posted to his old regiment and led his old 
company. 

After his death his Colonel wrote to his parents: 
“It is needless for me to tell you how much I 

appreciated the very high character and splendid 
soldierly qualities of your son. I had a great admiration 
for him. He was so unselfish in everything and 
conscientious in his duties towards his seniors and his 
men. I am sure no-one was loved more by the men than 
he was. I saw him last leading his men forward in the 
teeth of enemy machine gun fire.” 

 
There are so many other stories to tell.  

To younger Merchistonians, you who have 
served, in Korea, Yemen, Northern Ireland, 
Falklands, Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, to name but  
a few: we want  to continue to remember your 
stories. My hope is that as you have seen the care 
we have taken to remember the stories of our 
veterans from older conflicts, will encourage you  
to share your stories with us ...and keep 
Remembrance a living and uniting event. 

Please, Merchistonians, research your family 
history. Together, we can bring these stories alive. 
We can and will remember them. 

Rev Nick Blair 
 

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:40  Page 47



Feature

48

Doing it for Doddie
Former Scotland and British Lions rugby star, Doddie Weir, has been 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. Late last year, he launched a 
trust to raise awareness of the incurable neurological condition and 
the ensuing fundraising has been ingenious and wide-ranging. As a 
character close to the Merchiston community, two Merchistonians, 

Ian M Fraser (96-02) and Roger GT Baird (73-78), write about getting 
involved and what their efforts have led to. Ian talks of their March 

on Rome whilst Roger tells us about his sore backside! 
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A sore backside  
and golfing pride 

Words by Roger Baird

I’ve been involved in a few things this summer for 
Doddie’s foundation. Iwan Tukalo organised a 24 hour 
Spinathon at David Lloyd Centre in Corstorphine. About 
12 of us did the full 24 hour shift, including Iwan, Rob 
Wainwright and myself. Wainwright set us a target of over 
300 miles for the Spinathon: we all just managed it! We 
raised a fantastic £20,000 but, oh dear, my derrière was 
sore. 24 hours is a long time! 

Together with others, I organised a Doddie Golf Day at 
Luffness, which turned into a remarkable occasion. The 
event was sold out within six hours of informing the members 
and we were showered with auction items and prizes. 

As MC for the day Andy Nicol interviewed Stephen 
Gallagher (of Ryder Cup fame and twice winner of the 
Dubai Classic) while we were having coffee and bacon 
rolls. Stevie G told very amusing tales of Tiger and teeing 
up at Gleneagles for his Ryder Cup debut. 

After golf and lunch we had Scott Hastings, as 
chairman of MND Scotland and Doddie’s foundation, 
saying a few words. Then the big man himself was 
interviewed by Andy: very funny, very emotional and very 
emotive for the auction to follow. 

Willie Allan (ex-head of PE at Buckhaven High School 
and a good friend of Merchiston) did the auction, which 
was a masterpiece of comedy and maximising bids, a 
truly magnificent effort on Willie’s part. 

We had two of Doddie’s boys playing, Hamish and 
Angus, along with their cousin Graham Dun, whose late 
father, Michael (72-77), was in the same year at 
Merchiston with me. 

We raised £48,000 on the day; the Luffness members 
and their guests were phenomenally generous. Everyone 
involved had a day to remember and one which will live in 
the memory for a very long time. 
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March on Rome

 
‘The March of the 1,000 Headbands Rome 2018’, was 
part of Doddie Weir’s fight against MND. The Doddie 
Gump Trac4Good challenge was a fundraising campaign 

launched in the run up to the Six Nations, pitting the 
home nations and the world against each other in 
clocking miles and raising money for @MNDoddie5. 

For me personally, over the past three or four years, 
the fathers of two close friends have been diagnosed 
with MND and one has since sadly passed. Watching the 
work they did for MND Scotland - even in the one man’s 
final year - was incredible. I have also had to watch the 
slow spiral downwards of a very good family friend at 
home, which, I would say, has been very difficult for a 
whole community. Then on top of that, last summer at 
the annual local agricultural show, along comes Doddie 
not long after his diagnosis.  

When I was at School he was an international player 
whom I looked up to very much, and have subsequently 

It was a remarkable sight in the centre of Rome, a city which has seen 
many remarkable events over the centuries: The 'March of 1,000 
Headbands' was the finale of the 'Doddie Gump', which set out to get 
people walking 50,000 miles, or twice round the world, to raise 
money for the My Name'5 Doddie foundation, fighting for a cure for 
Motor Neurone Disease (MND). 

The idea was that rugby fans in Rome would  wear a headband - 
Weir's trademark on the pitch - and walk 2.5 miles from Piazza del 
Popolo to the Stadio Olympico. As it turned out, Italian police were 
forced to close roads on the way to the stadium as more than 5,000 
people joined in the good-natured march. Ian M Fraser (96-02) tells 
us how he came to be in the thick of it.

Words and photos by Ian Fraser 
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discovered is a laugh a minute. So when Rob, a friend 
from home, sent me a message in January to ask if  
I would badger some people to be involved in a ‘Doddie 
Gump Six Nations Mileage Competition’, I jumped at it!  
From there we were chatting about the difficulties of 
getting people involved in the Trac4Good fundraising 
campaign, while they were abroad enjoying themselves 
in Rome. How were we to use the wealth contained in 
big rugby names who would be there, while also 
encouraging participation from travelling supporters 
and local public? 

On a whim, someone suggested ‘a final mile’ in Rome 
to see out the Six Nations. It might be a fitting end to what 
had been a brilliant exercise in raising awareness and funds 
for @MNDoddie5, during the Six Nations. This was to be 
a bit of a quantum leap in terms of coming up with a 
new concept that could allow the Doddie Gump campaign 
to raise funds from travelling supporters on foreign soil.  

As it snowballed and gained momentum, it was 
starting to look like our initial hope of getting 1,000 
people to march could be exceeded. The difficulty was 
always going to be guessing by how many we could 
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exceed it. In the final days before  Rome we decided we 
could probably hope for 3,000 at a push. With two 
charter planes filled with one group of travelling fans 
from Glasgow, we knew we had 600 participants, and 
that would be our foundation to work from. At the same 
time Facebook showed almost 1,500 confirmed 
attendees. It was really starting to shape up!  

On the eve of match day we started to distribute 
Doddie Gump headbands to those people who had 
already donated. When we walked into Piazza de Nova 
there was already a pipe band, along with a good crowd 
who had stumbled across Doddie having an aperitivo!  
I posted a status on social media to say where I was and 
to track me down as I walked in. No sooner had I found  
a table and ordered a beer, than it had begun!  

The support we received from travelling fans was 
incredible: the warmth and pride at getting involved  
is what struck me the most. There is no doubt Doddie is 
a captivating character at the best of times and people’s 
reactions really brought that to light. With over 600 
headbands sold in little under an hour, I have to say we 
were unprepared. Having run out of headbands in no 
time at all, it was decided to push the remaining 1,600 at 
Piazza del Popolo the next morning. Arriving at Popolo 
on Saturday morning it was clear to us that 1,000 would 
be surpassed. In five minutes we had sold all 1,600 
remaining headbands and probably could have sold 
double! I’m sure all involved would agree it was the most 
incredible surge of people ‘rucking’ to get their headband.  

My main focus for the day, however, was to ensure we 
had a live stream so all involved at home could join in. 
None of us had done anything like this before. I have to 
admit it was very much ‘see how it goes’, when it came 
to encouraging all who had assembled to start marching. 

The pipe bands led the way amid great cheers - together 
with stares of some stunningly perplexed locals - as we 
brought the north of Rome to a standstill. I don’t think 
anyone, including Gregor Townsend, was ready for us  
to run into the team bus. If we had tried to time it we 
couldn’t have for, as Doddie approached the first 
junction, the team bus was let through just in front of 
him. The looks shared among many old teammates 
were priceless. What was now being described as 
possibly ‘The March of the 10,000 Headbands’ was in 
full swing and the surge of people in the narrow streets 
of Rome was just incredible.  

Many familiar faces were in the crowd - most notably 
Merchiston’s very own Frank Hadden - all buoyed along 
with an excitement that I haven’t ever felt on the way to 
a game. It has been mentioned by others; however, 
following Doddie with a camera through the crowds  
you really felt compassion from everyone. The solidarity 
and commitment from so many who just wanted to say 
hello, thank you, and wish their best - along with a selfie, 
was something to behold. You could really see how 
much it meant to him and it certainly spurred him on.  
It was a really big day that inevitably took a fair bit out  
of him, but you couldn’t get that much enthusiasm  
out of a crowd for someone who wasn’t equally as 
enthusiastic and driven as the man in question.  

I saw the pipes at the beginning of the march, I never 
saw them again, and equally I never saw the tail end.  
I have to say I was completely overwhelmed by the 
number of people and their all encompassing enthusiasm 
for what we were doing. It was an honour to be involved 
in such an event. We hope it will be replicated and 
surpassed very soon.  
www.myname5doddie.co.uk  
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Open your door to Ben Property. Edinburgh’s premier 
residential letting and property management company.

Our portfolio comprises a diverse selection of properties ranging from detached family 
homes, full town houses to one bedroom apartments and from traditional tenement flats to 
new build executive apartments.

So whether you’re a landlord searching for tenants or a tenant searching for a new home...
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Refreshing  
Change 

In October 2016 we all first met at London Zoo, with 
concerned penguins looking on, to hear the plan for the 
#Oneless project.  

#OneLess is a movement of pioneering individuals, 
communities, businesses, NGOs and policymakers, 
collaborating to reduce the number of single-use plastic 
water bottles entering the ocean. Its base is London 
where an average of over a billion single-use bottles are 
used per year in the city. To succeed in its mission, the 
use of tap water and refillable bottles must become the 
norm.  

It’s a crazily ambitious project... some would say 
hairbrained? However I’m in distinguished company 
including the Zoological Society of London who are 
driving the agenda and no one around the room is 
looking dismayed. We are asked to think how we might 
contribute.  

I’m introduced to the Refill app at the #OneLess 

workshop. The Refill app is simple, a map of the UK 
where you can register places where visitors are 
welcome to ask for their water bottle to be refilled with 
tap water for free.  

I decide how I can make a personal contribution to 
the campaign: the ocean is the victim of our pact with 
plastic so I’ll cycle around our beautiful island’s coastline 
for three months a year. I will promote the app by talking 
to people in cafes about single-use plastic and what 
they are doing about it. I’ll get them to sign up as points 
on the app as refill stations. Sounds easy enough. The 
bonus: I can eat huge quantities of cake in said cafes 
with impunity as I’m burning loads of calories! 

On 4 May 2018 I set off from Liverpool. I chose 
Liverpool as I wanted to reach the West Highlands as 
early as possible to avoid the worst of the midges (I’m 
camping). I also need some cycling on flatter terrain 
before hitting the hills with the 25kg of gear I’m 

Collins Dictionary recently announced 
their word of the year. Last year was  
Fake news; this year it is Single-use.  
Hugh C Walker (68-73) is cycling  
around the UK coastline and lobbying  
for the reduction in single-use plastic... 
whilst doing his duty to consume a lot of 
cake. So far he has covered 2,700 miles. 

Words by Hugh Walker
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carrying. That decision proved wiser than I could ever 
have imagined because whilst the West Highlands are 
stunningly wonderful, they are tough cycling too.  

Immediately off the ferry from Gourock to The Holy 
Loch pumping up Glenn Lean, my quads are screaming 
like never before. They did so for the next four weeks 
and 900 miles to Durness. I did make a welcome detour 
to northern Skye to visit my cousin, and fellow 
Merchistonian, Reverend Professor Norman Drummond 
(65-70), but really it was for a few of Lizzie’s proper 
meals. Despite the cakes, a lot of weight has been lost: 
thank you Lizzie. 

My routine each day was to get a few cafes registered 
to the app, and engage the owner, staff and customers 
about their use of single-use plastic.  

What did the people I spoke to think? Before I set off I 
had doubts about the public’s attitude for change. 
Virtually all were very aware of the issue. David 
Attenborough’s Blue Planet mentioned it repeatedly and 
clearly awoke a sense of urgency. Everyone was either 
doing, had done or was going to do. It was very 
encouraging. 

Through May, June and most of July I cycled 2700 
miles up to and around Scotland, then down the east 
coast to London. I experienced consistently interesting 
coastline and beautiful places while meeting hundreds 
of lovely people.  

Everyone asks, “Where was the best place?” There 
were lots; we are blessed with an extraordinary island. 
The road round to Drumbeg is breathtaking. Reaching 
the summit of the Bealach na Bà is the most exhausting 
but also exhilarating. The hot chocolate at Cocoa 
Mountain in Durness was sublime and Druridge Bay at 5 
am with a haar on the breaking waves and sun just up 
was the most moving. 

It was exhausting and, at times, lonely but I think 
getting outside our comfort zone is what is needed to 
change a global complacency to plastic pollution. A 
change is happening as evidenced by the word of the 
year. Please do what you can to help reduce your 
consumption of single-use plastic. 

Hugh will continue his tour around the coastline and 
up to Liverpool in May 2019. Keep up with his progress 
on Instagram @hughsrefilltour
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My work ethic vastly improved after Merchiston. At 
School I had studied Maths, English, Geography and 
Physics for A level. On the whole I benefited hugely from 
the extra hours and focused attention at Merchiston and 
far exceeded the results that had been expected of me 
at my previous school. 

 I loved my time at Merchiston and don’t regret 
moving schools for a second. Sunday service, however, 
was not my favourite thing to do after my Saturday night 
activities and I think I might have ended up in Matron’s 
office on a few occasions!  I didn’t do any extra-curricular 
stuff as I spent most of my time in the gym and had a 
band outside school that took up most of my time. 

On  leaving School, I went to Salford University to 

study Acoustic Science. I had a few 
jobs in finance then worked as a 
sound engineer for two or three years 
before opening my first business at 25 
- a sandwich bar on an office estate 
just outside Glasgow.  

My parents lived in Oz; my stepfather ran Bankwest 
there and I used to go out every summer. I had seen this 
concept over there - a ‘Make your own salad and 
sandwich’ bar - and decided to do it over here. I sold the 
business a year later for a significant profit, and also 
franchised it by opening another three, two in Glasgow 
and one in Edinburgh. I was then approached to open a 
site in London and opened a further two there before 
being hit hard by the financial crash in 2008. I had to 
close both of the London branches. I then sold my 
Scottish businesses and decided to open a restaurant.  

I took a Cordon Bleu diploma at Gordon Ramsey’s 
school in Woking then worked for free in a number of 
small restaurants, and for one of the country’s top chefs, 
before getting a job at a two Michelin-star restaurant in 

Tempers  
Rising     
Words by Neil Rankin

 

A biography of the director of Temper 
restaurants, Neil J Rankin (93-94), who 
came back to Merchiston this year to  
give the boys a taste of his international 
reputation as a top BBQ chef.
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Surrey. Working 17 hour days and five or six days a week 
I learned pretty fast. I went on to work in some of 
London’s best Michelin starred restaurants: Gary 
Rhodes, Chez Bruce, The Latymer, The Glasshouse, 
Nuno Mendes, and eventually ended up working for a 
huge Jamie Oliver opening at Barbecoa in central 
London. It is there that I learned BBQ cooking and 
butchery from Adam Perry Lang.  

I went on to open one of London’s most famous and 
popular restaurants, Pitt Cue Co, followed by John Salt 
and Smokehouse which all got five out of five in ratings 
for the food, and huge recognition.  

I represented Scotland on Great British Menu and have 
appeared on This Morning, Saturday Kitchen, Sunday 
Brunch as well as doing lots of TV pilots and appearances.  

In 2015 Penguin published my book Low and Slow 
(How to Cook Meat), which is a bestseller in it’s class. 
Since then  I have had an international reputation as one 
of the world’s top barbeque chefs.  

With my first financial backing I opened Temper in 
2016. We raised £7.5m with the aim of opening five 
restaurants over the next four years. We currently have 
two in London: Temper Soho and Temper City. Temper 
has received many awards including best newcomer 
from the Observer Food Monthly, number three in 
London from Time Out, and we rank in the top 35 
restaurants in the UK by Restaurant Magazine. We have 
opened our third site this year in Covent Garden.  

When I’m not working I am boxing, visiting other 
restaurants and bars, I play a little bit of golf.  

If I were to advise Merchistonians keen to get into this 
profession, I would tell them to work in as many 
different areas as possible. Do not immerse yourself in 
fine dining or casual eating, learn on the job and learn a 
lot from the jobs you don’t like. Do not narrow your 
options.  

If you’d like 10% off your bill at one of the three Temper 
restaurants, simply quote ‘Ready ay Ready’ at the till.   
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On 13 October 2018, Merchiston International School 
(MIS) in Shenzhen held its opening ceremony. It is the 
first overseas campus of Merchiston Castle School and 
in Shenzhen it is the first British international boarding 
school .   

The event attracted almost 1000 visitors, including 
The Lord Provost of Edinburgh – the Right Honorable 
Frank Ross, the Board members of Merchiston, 
Edinburgh, and most prominently, a small section of 
Merchiston’s Pipe Band and Close Harmony Choir. 

Located in the north of Shenzhen city, the school 
occupies a ground space of 20,000 square metres 
providing a building area of 50,000 square metres.  
It will accommodate 1,200 students with a maximum 
class size of 22. The school is open to boys and girls 
aged 5-18.  

English is the primary language of instruction in MIS. 
Students from Years 1 to 9 study the English National 
Curriculum, with additional access to Mandarin 
(Putonghua) language learning as part of the core 

curriculum. Students from Years 10 to 13 study for 
IGCSE and A Level examinations.  Since the opening of 
Merchiston International  was announced in November 
last year it has attracted extensive attention from both 
public and media;  so much so that the BBC have filmed 
a documentary featuring the new school to be screened 
before Christmas 2018. 

The official opening ceremony mixed both Chinese 
culture and British culture: bagpipes performance, 
choirs of students from Shenzhen and Edinburgh (with 
Scottish pieces and Chinese pieces), singing Merchiston 
anthem “Ready ay Ready”. The event ended with a 
traditional Chinese lion dance show, then, following 
Chinese tradition, The Lord Provost Frank Ross, Mr Wang 
Yuxi, as well as the Board members– Mr Vincent Chen 
and Mr Jianjun Lyu, painted the Lion’s eyes. 

Merchiston International has declared 13 October as 
Founders Day. After the celebrations the visiting Pipe 
Band enjoyed a few days traveling into the heart of 
southern China before returning to Edinburgh. 

Merchiston 
International  
School Opens 
Words by David Rider

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:41  Page 58



Feature

59

170x240mm Merchistonian 5Dec18 Text Final.qxp_Layout 1  05/12/2018  12:41  Page 59



News

60

Merchistonian 
News Hub

Robert (Bobby) S Middlemass 
(43-47) writes: 
“Jenny and I are still married 63 very 
happy years so far and hope we will 
have many more years to go. 

My firm Ferguson’s was extremely 
successful, but in the mid 1970’s 
things began to change in so many 
ways, that I decided that it was time 
to sell. The business was sold in 
1980 and this gave my wife and me 
some serious thinking to do – what 
now? We settled on holiday 
cottages and purchased a former 
home farm and walled garden, with 
some fields at Aberfeldy in 
Perthshire. We proceeded to 
convert the farm and associated 
buildings into 14 cottages and three 
chalets, setting out to have a very 
high standard of finish and the 
contents to match. It was a success 
from day one and had many guests 
returning. In 1986 we were made an 
offer we couldn’t refuse by the 
Time-Share people.  

We had a large garden which my 
wife loved, so I was elected by her to 
be the part time garden labourer! By 
that time I was involved in Rotary 
and was President during that time, 
also being chairman of the local 
Abbeyfield. We carried on that way, 
in the meantime building a new 
house to bring the garden down to 
two acres. We were in Aberfeldy 35 
years, and though we were still 

keeping on top of a lovely garden, 
we realized we could not go on and 
we left with a heavy heart to go 
down south. In March 2015 we 
moved to a retirement village, 
Bishopstoke Park in Hampshire.” 
 

Ian Suren (34-47) has been 
living in Australia since taking 
early retirement in 1968.  

“Although getting a bit long 
in the tooth, I'm keeping fit and 
still play 9-holes twice a week 
with our local club. Oddly 
enough, I'm the oldest (89 in 
April).”  

 
Jimmy Hendrick (46-49) 

“I now indulge myself in personal 
interests, such as walking the 
beautiful Quantock Hills to watch 
the wildlife, including the large herd 
of Quantock red deer; gardening 
and trying for self-sufficiency in 
vegetables; working out my family 
genealogy on the internet; and 

writing up my reminiscences of a 
wonderful life with HMOCS and the 
various governments whom I served.” 

Jimmy would love to hear from 
Merchistonians from his vintage. 
Please contact the Merchistonian 
Club office in the first instance. 
 

Current pupils Hamish and 
Tristan with their grandfather 
David Murray Low (50-55) 
who is wearing his 
Merchistonian tie! 

 
Chief of Clan Marjoribanks, Andrew 
Marjoribanks of that Ilk (55-59) 
was invited to unveil a statue to the 
golden retriever, which was first 
bred by Dudley Marjoribanks, later 
Lord Tweedmouth. The unveiling 
took place at the village of Tomich 
on Marjoribanks' Guisachan estate.  

Social and Career News from the Merchistonian Community in 2018
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Duncan Murray (54-59) had a 
chance encounter with Neil 
Donaldson (68-73): “While in 
Italy on holiday last week in the 
small town of Ostuni I heard a 
Scottish voice ... Further 
investigation revealed the 
speaker to be one Neil Donaldson 
and it then transpired that we 
had a mutual alma mater! 
Merchiston's tentacles reach 
far and wide.” 

 
Duggie Reid (58-62) and his wife 
Jenni welcomed Charles Grant  
(57-62) from Edinburgh and Neil 
Macleod (58-62) and his partner, 
Alina from Auckland, New Zealand 
to his home in West Kelowna, British 
Columbia in June.  

Charles and Neil had not met up 
since school days when they were in 
the School highland dancing team 
together with Ronnie Auld (58-63), 
Alastair Milligan (58-63) and Duggie 
Morton (58-63). Charles brought a 
copy of a cine film of them dancing, 
which was taken by his father on the 
lawn outside Gibson House. Neil 
and Duggie last met in 1971 when 
Duggie was medical officer on HMS 
Achilles when she visited Auckland.  

From left - Charles, Neil, Duggie 

Peter Macdonald (57-62) spends a 
lot of time in Papua New Guinea; he 
is the president of Australian 
Doctors International, an aid agency 
that sends volunteer doctors into 
remote PNG to lead health patrols 
to health centres and aid posts. 

“I started the organisation 16 
years ago and have just returned 
from visiting some of our projects 
there as well as meeting the 
government leaders, such as the PM 
and Minister of Health. It's our 
contribution to a needy neighbour 
which is struggling to provide even 
basic services.”  

This year he gave a talk to 
Merchistonians which provided an 
insight into the difficulties faced 
when delivering medicine in one of 
the remotest places in the world. 
 
Mike Smart (60-65) and Robin Hall 
(60-64) met for lunch in Cape Town.  

“I am just back from two weeks in 
Cape Town; I lived in South Africa 
for five years in the seventies and 
have visited regularly over the years 
so it is very much a home from home. 
I took the opportunity of contacting 
the Merchistonian South Africa 
representative Robin who had been 
at Merchiston at the same time as me.  

Robin was good enough to take 
me out for an excellent dinner. Our 
wide ranging discussions over 
dinner covered a variety of hilarious 
situations and characters that we 
remembered from our time at School, 
tinged with momentary sadness at 
the early passing of several of our 
contemporaries.” 

Chris Shorter (64-67) has 
been taking a one year travel 
sabbatical, dedicated to ticking 
off his bucket list of people 
who have enriched him greatly 
over the years. Twelve 
countries so far!  

“My three years at Merchiston 
were the happiest days of my 
education. Incredible staff, 
superb atmosphere, and 
inspirational academically as 
well as in my sporting exploits. 
As a senior prefect, I was 
Captain of Swimming and 
Fencing and belonged as well 
to the top shooting and 
athletics teams. In the Houses, 
I served under the often 
hilarious, talented and eccentric 
staff, who encouraged me to 
launch a lifelong career in the 
world of education. 

After working in the Empty 
Quarter in Saudi, in Japan and 
then in Africa, I found my way 
around the world to New 
Zealand, where I worked in 
Wanganui Collegiate for two 
decades. I went on to be the 
International Manager in 
Christchurch's Polytechnic, the 
Executive Principal of a new 
language school, and thence 
to China for seven years, most 
of it headmastering. Kazakhstan 
unexpectedly beckoned, and  
I served four years in the most 
extraordinary schools I have 
ever come across in my auditing 
and appraising visits to the 
institutions of 17 countries.” 
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Dr Roy Robertson (64-69) 
appeared on BBC News on 21 
May 2018. Roy is a leading 
drugs adviser to the Scottish 
Government. 

 

From Left: Jamie McGregor (75-81); Stuart 
Riddle (76-81); Graeme Lobban (75-80) and 
Craig Swan (76-81) 

From the 2017 ceilidh for the 
Maggie's Centre in Edinburgh, 
Stuart Riddle (76-81) and his 
family have raised over £6,000; this 
brings their grand total to £30,600 
from the three events they have run. 

 
Andrew McDiarmid (77-83) 
was runner up in the 2017 UK 
Vet of the Year Awards. He has 
served as an equine vet for 29 
years; he has spent the last 17 
years running the equine 
hospital at Clyde Vet Group, 
with additional experience 
working at Edinburgh 
University as a senior lecturer.  

 

From left: Angus Greene (78-84), Andy Young 
(79-84), Michael Glynn (78-83), Frazor Murphy 
(77-83), Robin Scott (79-84), Geoff Chan  
(80-84), Edward Rowe (79-82) and David 
Arrundale (79-84) 

Geoff Chan (80-84) was over from 
Hong Kong and had an informal 
Merchiston reunion this year. 

 
Grant McCorquodale (78-84) 
has recently stepped down as 
your New South Wales 
representative. Our thanks go 
to him for his service. 
 

Johnny Finnie (81-87) walked 
the Camino de Santiago from 
southern France to Santiago de 
Compostela in Galicia, a walk 
of over 500 miles. He is raising 
money for Whiteleys Retreat in 
Ayr which is set up for children 
and young people with cancer 
and life-altering illnesses in the 
UK. Together with their families 
they can take therapeutic short 
breaks. At the time of writing 
Johnny has raised over £9,200 
including gift aid for the 
charity.  

 

Ricky Cowan (81-88) recently joined 
Anderson Anderson & Brown LLP as 
their new Business Development 
Director. AAB plans to create 100 
jobs in Edinburgh within the next 
three years.  

Simon Hannah (88-95) was part of 
the judging panel at the Scottish 
EDGE Awards. Independently, 
Simon’s company, Filshill, had a 
fantastic night at the Scottish 
Wholesale Awards; they won awards 
for both Best Delivered Wholesaler 
and Best Marketing Campaign, and 
were runners-up in Best Symbol 
Group and Best Licensed Wholesaler. 

 

Kirsty Dougan (current parent), David 
Bassiouni (90-95) and Stephen Lai (90-
95) attending Business Leaders In Law 
breakfast series hosted by Conventus Law 
in Hong Kong 

Stephen Lai (90-95) is 
Managing Director of 
Conventus Law, based in Hong 
Kong and covers the Asia-
Pacific region: 

“One of the things we do is 
hosting a Business Leaders In 
Law Breakfast series for 
Managing Partners every 
quarter to have a 
conversations about the state 
of the legal industry.” 
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Dr Dan Brown (99-03) visited 
the School to talk to the Sixth 
Form about health and 
wellness. Dan, a chiropractor 
and businessman, spoke in 
depth to the pupils about 
health as not merely being the 
absence of illness, and of the 
five key concepts to achieve 
wellness. 

 

From left: Chris Jung (05-10), Professor Ho, 
David Jung 

Professor Stephen Ho, Merchistonian 
parent, was delighted to be invited 
to the wedding of David Jung  
(03-07) in Seoul.  
 

Martin Christ (07-09) 
graduated from the University 
of Oxford with a PhD in History 
in July and has taken up a position 
as a research fellow at the 
University of Erfurt in Germany. 

 
Daryll (08-10) & Luke Morrow 
(07-09) are seeking investment for 
their start-up business Udrafter (The 
University Draft). Udrafter is an on 
demand and real time student work 
experience platform where trusted 
businesses can post one off jobs or 
projects to be completed by skilled 
students within hours or even 

minutes. 
Udrafter is disrupting the way 

businesses access student talent, 
and how students gain relevant 
work experience to prepare them 
for full time employment. Daryll and 
Luke secured £10,000 as part of the 
'Young EDGE' winners. The Scottish 
EDGE Awards are a competition 
aimed at identifying and supporting 
Scotland's up-and-coming, 
innovative, high-growth potential 
entrepreneurial talent.  

They are also instrumental in 
building the Merchistonian Business 
Network. Daryll said: 

“Just because we have all left the 
Castle Gates, doesn't mean we can't 
make great things happen within 
business, and help one another, 
whether it be some form of 
mentoring, business development 
or even help with relocating. The 
power of this network is something  
I hope we all start to utilise more.”  
 

Ben Flett (08-13) was 
awarded an MSc in Coastal 
Engineering from the 
University of Southampton in 
2017. He is interested in 
pursuing a career in civil 
engineering, and, in particular, 
water engineering.  

 
Cameron Coats (09-14)  
has recently graduated with  
a 1st Class Hons degree in 
Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering from Northumbria 
University and is now 
developing, designing and 
programming autonomous 
'icarts' for a specialist company 
in Gateshead. Cameron also 
recently got engaged to Beth 
and they have set up home in 
the North East.  

 
Antoine Magré (10-14) Exactly 
four years ago, I finished four 
amazing and life changing years in 
Merchiston, and yesterday,  
I graduated from Cambridge 
University with a BA Hons in Natural 
Sciences and a MSci in Systems 
Biology (2:1 for both).  

During these last four years in 
Cambridge, I experienced the 
highest highs and lowest lows, but  
a number of ideas and principles  
I learnt at Merchiston kept me 
going: the most important being 
grit. I have always been a 
competitor and a perfectionist,  
so living and studying with some  
of the brightest minds of my 
generation required some  
adjusting to! The academic 
challenges of the Cambridge 
undergraduate course often made 
quitting seem the more desirable 
option, but fighting until the end 
and never giving up was the first 
and most important lesson from 
Merchiston.  

I will now start working in London 
in a strategy consulting company 
specialised in life sciences and 
healthcare called Candesic. The life 
lessons I have learnt so far will 
continue to apply and guide me in 
the years to come. 
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Euan Jennings (06-15) has 
written a Big Tech Predictions 
Blog: 

“Every day new technology is 
being developed, refined or 
created and, as consumers, we 
only ever tend to see the end 
results. I have compiled some 
tech predictions and explored 
how I believe they will impact 
our evolving world.” 
www.nn4m.co.uk/2018-big-
tech-predictions 

 

Andrew White (11-16) has begun 
his Veterinary Medicine course at 
Liverpool University and is really 
enjoying it!  
 

James Raeburn (15-17) is 
studying for a BA in Digital Film 
Production. 

 

Greig Sharp (07-17) met Chris 
Lynn, the new Headmaster of 
Merchiston International School, 
Shenzhen. Greig is studying 
International Relations with 
Mandarin at Nottingham Ningbo 
University in China for three years. 
Greig hosted the third session of the 
Ningbo Foreigners Mandarin 
Competition. His excellent speaking 
skills and professional appearance 
left a deep impression on the 
attendees. 

Cricket 

Chris Sole (07-12) was part of 
the Scotland Cricket team which 
memorably beat England in One 
Day Test Cricket Match in June. 
Scotland (371/5) beat England 
(365) by six runs. 

Chris visited Merchiston this year 
as his name is the most recent of 
full internationalists to go up in 
the WW1 Cricket Pavilion. 

Tom Sole (09-14) made his first 
international cricket debut for 
Scotland this year.  

 
Brothers Tom (09-14) and Chris Sole (07-
12) were in Zimbabwe with Scotland, 
preparing for the Cricket World Cup 
Qualifiers in March. 

 
Ben Property is an Edinburgh-
based property management 
company run by Merchistonian, 
Jamie Kerr (88-93). Jamie was a 
successful 1XI cricketer at the 
School playing as wicket keeper, 
batsman and had a successful 
career at Carlton CC. He gained 
one cap for his country along the 
way. Ben Property is kindly 
sponsoring the School's 1XI for 
2018. Rory McCann, Director of 
Sport and Head of Cricket says: 

“We are very grateful to have 
Jamie's support this year for the 
1XI and School Cricket 
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programme. As a major sport for the 
School in the Summer Term we are 
continuing to look for ways to 
further enhance participation and 
competition. Jamie benefited from 
this support when he was at the 
School and it is great to see him 
giving back further down the line.” 
 
Curling 

Grant Hardie (05-10) and Hammy 
McMillan (04-10) took home 
bronze at the World Men's Curling 
Championship in Las Vegas.  
 
Cycling 

Brothers Andrew Auld (86-91) and 
Robert Auld (91-96) cycled from 
England's most easterly point to 
Ireland's most westerly point from 
18 to 22 June 2018, which raised 
over £10,800 for Prostate Cancer UK.  

The route was over 610 miles, 
with an average of 120 miles a day 
for five days. They began in 
Lowestoft in Norfolk and ended in 
Dunmore Head in County Kerry, via 
Rutland, Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Snowdonia, the Isle of Anglesey, 
Dublin and Tipperary.  

“We are raising money for 
Prostate Cancer UK. We both know 
people who have suffered from this 
disease and who are either no 
longer with us or are fighting on or 
are, thankfully, cured. We hope that 

by raising some money and by 
raising awareness, we are able to 
help others similarly affected.” 

Their blog is entertaining and 
their donations page is also still 
open: www.ronnieauld.com 
 
Decathlon 

Angus Sinclair (06-13) is now 
based at the University of Louisiana, 
and this year was on the Sun Belt 
Conference Commissioner's List for 
decathlon. Within the ten disciplines, 
he runs the 100 metres in 11.0; high 
jumps at 2.5 metres and has learnt 
the pole vault - a new one to Angus. 
When asked which was the hardest 
of the 10 disciplines for him, he said 
the 1,500 metres. 
 
Golf 
Sandy Corstorphine (59-64) and 
David Hutchison (73-76) won the 
knockout foursomes at The 
Captains Weekend at Muirfield. 
 
Rugby 

David Cherry (02-09) signed for 
Edinburgh Rugby on a one year deal.  
 
Four Merchistonians were involved 
in the Scottish derby: Fraser Brown 
(01-07) for Glasgow Warriors; 

Magnus Bradbury (11-13), Sam 
Hidalgo-Clyne (01-07) and James 
Johnstone (02-08) for Edinburgh 
Rugby.  
 
Zach Mercer (13-15) was called up 
for England’s squad and Magnus 
Bradbury (11-13) for Scotland’s 
squad for the 6 Nations Tournament 
this year. The Guardian’s article 
Newcomers to Watch said that Zach 
was “... a rangy, athletic, ball-
handling threat whose biggest 
challenge to date has been to 
convince Eddie Jones he is ready to 
play Test rugby now ... He has always 
been a lovely rugby player but lovely 
rugby players don't make good Test 
players and that's what he's learning 
now - how to play ugly. 

 Jones observed last week, “He used 
to have the body of a pop singer; 
now he's starting to evolve a body 
for Test rugby.””  

 
Alex Ogilvy (10-15) is making the 
most of being at Brown University, 
USA. Rugby is the fastest growing 
sport in America, Alex joined the 
university's first 7s initiative in 
spring, and his team won 19-1.  

Alex in St. Lucia with the team after winning their 
Easter 7s. They scored 153 points and only gave 
up 31. Alex was voted the Most Valuable Player 
of the tournament. Later on that week, Alex 
played in a XV match against St. Lucia's senior 
men's national team and won 43-17. 
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Josh Eagers (10-17), Benn Morris 
(09-16) and Aaron Tait (14-16) 
joined Freddie Main, Director of 
MFC Rugby, at the Melrose 7s with 
the Crusaders. Unfortunately, they 
lost to the Watsonians in the quarter 
final 21-12 and the Watsonians 
went on to win the tournament. The 
Crusaders RUFC is a charity rugby 
club, with teams scattered around 
the world. They raise awareness of 
male cancers by playing rugby and 
encouraging men to check 
themselves and seek advice early. 
 
Rallying 

James McDiarmid (07-13) has 
been in touch to share his news. 

Rallying has been a sport that has 
been very close to my heart for 
several years. I have been lucky 
enough to drive a backed M-Sport 
Fiesta R2 in the British Rally 
Championship for the last 12 
months and I have signed to drive 
for the coming year. This is a 
championship that has taken up the 
length and breadth of the UK, 
Ireland and abroad onto the 
continent, racing and preparing 
cars. I am delighted to report that in 
the last round of last season we 
managed to take our first ever class 
win! Looking further into the 
coming months we will be 
competing at the BRC rounds. 

Shooting  

Tom Diggle (08-16) represented 
Scotland at the Commonwealth 
Federation Cup. 

“I was selected to represent 
Scotland at the Commonwealth 
Federation Cup (European Division), 
which was held in Northern Ireland 
last weekend. I shot well on the first 
day and finished in 3rd overall in 
prone with a score of 617.6. On the 
second day I shot a new PB of 1129 
in the Three position competition 
(3P), ranking me again in 3rd. 
Overall I was very happy to receive 
my first 2 caps for Scotland at a 
senior event.” 

Tom was also selected for the 
2018 Performance Programme of 
Scottish Target Shooting.  
 
Sailing 

British Columbian Sailing 2018: 
On 28 May 2018, at Maple Bay, 
Vancouver Island, brothers David 
(51-55), Chris (55-59) and Duggie 
Reid (58-62) welcomed on board 
Chris's yacht, The Sandpiper, 
Charles Grant (57-62) who had 
flown over from Scotland for the 

event. Charles' skills in the galley 
were legendary - his sausages with 
marmalade and full English 
breakfasts are a sailor's delight! 

There is no doubt that skipper 
Chris has mellowed with the years. 
Charles and Duggie were so 
engrossed in conversation after 
meeting up on the Vancouver ferry 
that Duggie drove past the  
entrance to the rendezvous in 
Chemainus. The pair were several 
miles down the road on the way to 
Victoria before they realized the 
folly of their ways and turned 
around! In view of their tardiness 
they were expecting to be greeted 
by an irate skipper with threats of 
extra deck swabbing and stoppage 
of shore leave. However Chris and 
David were delighted and a little 
relieved to see them and The 
Sandpiper set sail immediately for 
Maple Bay.  

Jock (Guy) Warren (57-60) and 
his partner Karen had sailed up from 
Friday Harbour in Washington State 
to join the group. They were 
accompanied by Meg, their well 
behaved seagoing border collie.  

The group enjoyed reminiscing, 
exchanging photos and an excellent 
dinner at the Maple Bay Marina. The 
following morning Guy and Karen 
headed off north for several weeks 
of cruising and The Sandpiper 
headed south. 

The Sandpiper's sailing 
programme was a little restricted 
this year as Chris and Charles both 
had knee replacement surgeries a 
few weeks prior to the event. However, 
we had a delightful trip to Browning 
Harbour on North Pender Island, 
which is one of our favourite spots.  

We will meet up again next year 
and if any Merchistonians are 
interested in joining us for dinner at 
the Maple Bay Marina in Spring 
2019, please contact Chris Reid via 
the Merchistonian office. 
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Ian Malcolm (66-71) was awarded 
the RYA Community Award last 
November by HRH The Princess 
Royal. These awards recognise the 
contributions to the sport of 
volunteers. Ian says: 

“I have been Hon. Treasurer of St 
Mary's Loch Sailing Club for the last 
20-something years and am still 
daft enough to race a Laser most 
weekends in the summer. St Mary's 
is a typical Scottish valley loch, with 
all the winds that that implies, in the 
Borders between Selkirk and Moffat. 
We have a very active, family-
friendly club with opportunities for 
all sorts of dinghy sailing: pottering, 
training and racing. We would be 
delighted to welcome 
Merchistonians of all ages, past and 
present, to enjoy the loch with us.” 

If you would like to take him up 
on this offer, you can get in touch 
with Ian Malcolm via the 
Merchistonian Club office.  
 
Tennis 

Stewart Crerar (02-08) was part of 
the first cohort of the Merchiston 
Tennis Academy and took part in the 
Scottish Schools' Cup Championship 

team. After a gap year in Asia he 
spent two years in executive 
recruitment, before following his 
dream: working in tennis. 

In 2016 he became a tennis 
professional in California, working 
for the Cliff Drysdale organisation. 
Through his hard work, on and off 
court, he was awarded the 2017 

"Cliffy" Award for the "pro of the 
year", chosen from over thirty Cliff 
Drysdale centres in the USA. In 
January 2018, he was promoted to 
become Director of Tennis at the 
Cliff Drysdale operation at InShape 
in California. Stewart received his 
award from Anya Egorova-Coerver, 
a former Russian tennis star.

Weightlifting 
On his 23rd birthday (12 
December 2018) Fergus 
Crawley (10-14) is attempting 
the Guinness World Record for 
the most weight squatted in 24 
hours. He will need to squat 
460,000kg, which is equivalent 
to over 11 empty Boeing 737s 
and works out at 320kg a 
minute. He will do so with 7,666 
squats at 60kg, which will take 
place at LIFT Gym in Edinburgh. 

He makes this attempt in 
partnership with the Movember 
Foundation, with a focus on 
male mental health. He is 
aiming to raise upwards of 
£15,000 as well as raise as much 

awareness as possible. Fergus 
has had his own challenges with 
mental health issues; he is set 
on encouraging as many men as 
he can to avoid the same 
mistake he made. They should 
talk about their challenges. “Be a 
man of more words.” 

This year, Fergus came into 
Merchiston to speak to the Sixth 
Form on the notion of success, 
and how it can be distorted by 
numerous factors. He talked the 
boys through his personal 
experience, and encouraged 
them all to be vocal about any 
mental health challenges that 
they may face. Fergus is proudly 
sponsored by Murray Capital.
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Grandfather, John Greene (46-50), 
father, Angus Greene (78-84) and 
son and current pupil, Donald, came 
to Merchiston for Donald’s first 
Harvest Festival.  
 
 

Hamish and his mum Ailsa to have a 
look around the School at the Open 
Morning. Hamish is the grandson of 
the late Dr George Aitken (57-62) 
and his mum, Ailsa, had been 
entertained by memories of the 
School recounted by George. 
Unknown to Ailsa and Hamish, on 
the same day as their visit, the School 
was also playing host to the 1957 
reunion year group - the very year 
when George joined the School. 

 
Hamish and Ailsa are pictured 
together with one of George's old 
school friends Charles Grant (57-
62). He had visited George several 
times in Canada where George had 
emigrated to after interning in 
General Surgery, General Medicine 
and Pathology at the Western 
Infirmary in Glasgow. 
 
 

Ian Ratazzi (59-63) visited the 
School, with his wife for the first 
time in 55 years.  
 
 

Iain Robertson (61-66) visited 
Merchiston whilst in Edinburgh 
visiting family. He now lives in 
Seattle and is a Professor at the 
University of Washington, focusing 
on Landscape Architecture. Iain 
uses pictures of the School grounds 
in his course; this time he was able 
to take new photos to compare the 
changes that have been made in the 
15 years since he last visited. 
 
 

Father and son, Grant Tait (61-66) 
and Allan (96-97) visited as part of 
Grant’s 70th birthday trip to 
Scotland. After leaving school, Grant 
moved to France for a year and has 
lived there since. Allan is now living 
in Brussels. 
 
 

Dr Andrew M Barclay (62-67) was 
over from Kansas for his 45th 

Thank you to the following Merchistonians who have come back to 
visit in the past year. It is great to share today’s Merchiston with you.  

News
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University of Dundee reunion. 
Andrew is the representative of our 
US Foundation which has given the 
School tremendous support for the 
Sports and Leisure Appeal. Andrew 
is pictured in front of the new 
artificial pitch, part of the School's 
new sports facilities. 
 
 

Grant Robertson (66-70) and his 
wife, Margaret visited on their way 
to St Andrews to spend a few days 
with their children. Grant had not 
been back since leaving school. 
 
 

Malcolm Norris (82-87) came to 
visit this summer with his wife and 
two daughters. He now lives in 
Wales and noted that he is 
outnumbered 3:1 in support of 
Welsh Rugby. 
 
 

Neil Johnstone (83-88) visited the 
UK from Wellington, New Zealand. 
He came to visit School with his 
family. His father, Dr Matthew 
Johnstone (49-54), also attended 
Merchiston and Neil's wife, Hayley, 
and their two children had fun 

finding his name in the Register. 
Neil visited the UK and holidayed 

in Spain before returning to New 
Zealand. 
 

Brian Dole (88-89) visited Merchiston 
for the first time since he studied 
here for a year on an ESU scholarship, 
30 years ago. Brian now lives in 
Arizona.   
 

 
Craig Wight (87-89) visited with his 
father. Craig has accepted an 
Associate Professor post at 
Edinburgh Napier University. 

During the tour, we bumped into 
Mr Ogilvie-Jones,  Chalmers West 
Housemaster. Craig reminisced about 
being woken up to an air raid siren 
blaring from the speakers and was 
amused to hear that today's pupils 
are awakened to the soundtrack of 
the Disney movie, Frozen. 
 
 

Derwin Wong (90-94) was visiting 
from China and brought with him 
his wife and daughter who were 
seeing the School for the first time.  

 

Tork Shaw (92-99) came to visit. He 
now lives in Seattle where he works 
as a video game designer for 
Amazon Game Studios and also 
writes Choose Your Own Adventure 
books for Paizo Publishing. 
 
 

Raphael Hermann (08-10), his wife 
Laura and his son came for a tour. 
Raphael is finishing his studies in 
archaeology at Newcastle University 
before he begins his first 
archaeology role. 
 
 

Max Grass (09-11) visited from 
Germany with his girlfriend Anna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get in touch with the Club office  
if you would like to arrange your 
own visit by emailing 
merchistonians@merchiston.co.uk 

News
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Reunions
2008 organised by Russell Weir (02-08) 

1988 organised by Graham Gibson (83-88) 

1966-70 - organised by Barclay Low (63-68), Colin Crabbe (64-69),  
Graeme Robertson (63-67) and David Broadfoot (65-70)  

1958 organised by Peter Macdonald (57-62) 

 

On Saturday 19 May 2018, 25 Merchistonians who 
left School between 1966 and 1970 met up once 
more. Special thanks to Barclay Low (63-68), 
Colin Crabbe (64-69), Graeme Robertson (63-
67) and David Broadfoot (65-70) for taking lead 
roles in organising this get-together. Barclay got in 
touch after the event: 

“What a marvellous weekend for all of us who 
made the 50th reunion weekend at Merchiston. 
Great to meet up with old colleagues- some of us 
had not met for 50 yrs!! Bit scary. We did miss many 
who did not make it and hopefully some of you will 
make the journey back before too long. 

Merchiston is such a different place from the 
1960s and really does offer today's young men a 
tremendous opportunity in so many ways. The new 
development with a Merchiston in China is 
ambitious and exciting. Thank you to everyone who 
helped make the weekend a success.” 

Classes of ‘66 -’70  
Reunion 

On Saturday 15 September 2018, Graham Gibson  
(83-88) organised the Class of '88 reunion, with over 25 
in attendance. They began at School and provided great 
support for the 1XV in their win against ESMS. 
Afterwards the group were taken for a tour of the School 
by current pupils and then sat down for lunch in the 
Dining Hall to round off their return after 30 years. Later 
that evening they headed into town for dinner together. 

Class of ‘88 Reunion
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On Saturday 29 September 2018, we were delighted to 
host year representative Peter Macdonald (57-62) and 
the Intake of '57 for their 60 year reunion. The group 
started the day at the School, mixing with current pupils 
for lunch and a tour, before celebrating in the evening 
with drinks and dinner.

Class of ‘57 Reunion 

Saturday 10 September 2018 was 
the final reunion of the year. 26 
Merchistonians who left in 2008 
made a weekend of it, with plans 
coordinated by Russell Weir. On 
Friday 9 November a large group 
came to the Annual Dinner, and 
then on Saturday they cheered on 
the 1XV against Watson’s and had a 
School tour. That evening they 
headed to Tigerlily for dinner and 
drinks. 

Class of ‘08 Reunion

If you would like to be the point of  contact for a reunion, get in touch with the Merchistonian Club 
office on 0131 312 2237 or merchistonains@merchiston.co.uk and we can get plans underway. 
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Will G Biggart (94-01) announced 
the birth of his son, Felix William 
Gibson Biggart, born on 6 March 
2018.  
  
Angus J Hinks (97-02) and his wife, 
Jenny, announced the birth of their 
son, Archie Edward Hinks, born on 9 
July 2018.  
 
Alastair F Edwards (02-07) 

announced the birth of his twin 
daughters, Maisie and Lucy, born on 
20 December 2017.  
 
Club Secretary, Gill Imrie 

announced the birth of Matilda Rose 
Macaulay on 10 August 2018, 
weighing 7lb 4oz. Gill says, "Matilda 
is keeping me very busy but I'm 
absolutely obsessed with her". 

Births
 
Andrew R McGill (84-85) 

Andrew married Diane Carbutt on 
23 September at St Michaels and All 
Angels Church, RAF Cranwell.  
 
MH (Peter) Kwok (00-04)  

Merchiston and St George's have 
seen their first Chinese alumni 
become a married couple - Cathy 
Gu and Peter were the first Chinese 
couple alumni from Merchiston and 
St George's to get married.  

We met at the Highland Ball in 
Memorial Hall on Valentine's Day in 
2003. Peter invited Cathy for last 
dance at midnight and 15 years 
later celebrated their wedding at 
Canongate Kirk on 21 July 2018. 

The Merchistonian Groomsmen 
were Peter's brother, Harry Kwok 
(08-13) and Peter's classmate 
Vincent Zhang (02-04). Their Page 
boy was Damien, the son of 
Merchistonian, Samuel Chan (99-04).  

On behalf of the City of 
Edinburgh, the Rt Honourable Lord 
Provost, Frank Ross, accepted a 

wedding favour, the YCP Trophy, 
from Peter and Cathy in recognition 
of Young Chinese Professionals 
(YCP) in the city. The YCP is a 
community association which was 
founded by the couple in 2010. This 
trophy will be an annual award to 
celebrate the achievements and to 
inspire overseas Chinese students 
and professionals in the city and 
beyond. 
 
Oliver J Green (99-07)  

Oli and Elaine McKendry were 
married on 29 September 2018 in 
Edinburgh.  
 
JW (David) Jung (03-07) 

David and Janet Lee were married  
in Seoul on 2 September 2017.  
We first met in Korea in 2013, and 
then both studied in UK from our 
GCSEs to undergrad. After our 
wedding in Korea, we moved to 
London for further study and now  
I am working in the shipping sector 
and Janet is working in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Weddings

s
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Doctor R Russell (Russ) Lang (39-43) 

Russ died on 5 November 2017 in 
Mattoon, Illinois, aged 91. 

He attended Medical School at 
the University of Glasgow from 1943 
until 1948 then served in the Royal 
Air Force as Squadron Leader from 
1950 until 1952. He later served in 
the United States Air Force as 
Captain from 1955 until 1957. He 
completed his medical residency at 
the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Centre in New York, specialising in 
Otolaryngology (Ear, Nose, Throat) 
in 1962.  

He was employed as an 
Otolaryngologist at Hackensack 
Hospital in New Jersey from 1963 
until 1975 and was the Director of 
the Department of Otolaryngology 
at the hospital from 1972 until 
1975. Russ was later employed as an 
Otolaryngologist at the Eastern 
Maine Medical Centre in Maine from 
1975 until his retirement in 1990. 
Russ was a past President of the 
New York Laryngological Society. 

Russ was an accomplished pianist, 
and theatre and church organist. He 
had a special interest in collecting 
and repairing clocks. In years past, 
Russ enjoyed playing golf. Most of 

all, he cherished spending time with 
his family.  

Abridged from jg-tc.com 
 

Doctor JH Forbes Macpherson CBE 
(40-43) 

Forbes died on 16 December 2017, 
aged 91. 

Although Forbes began a 
Chartered Accounting 
apprenticeship when he left school, 
in January 1944, he joined the Navy. 
He sailed to Hong Kong in a US built 
large landing craft and in 1945 was 
sailing towards Singapore to land 
troops to fight the Japanese when 
they surrendered after the dropping 
of the atomic bombs. Instead, he 
was involved in re-occupying 
Singapore and releasing Allied 
prisoners of war.  

He returned home in January 
1947, qualified as a CA in 1949, 
became a partner in Wilson Stirling 
and Co. in 1956 and ten years later 
Managing Partner. In 1986 he 
retired from the firm, by then part of 
Touche Ross.  

In 1965 he began public service 
as Chair of Glasgow Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, from there became a 
Trustee of Glasgow Savings Bank in 
1967 and its Chairman in 1973. He 

was Chairman of TSB Bank Scotland 
plc for ten years from 1984, a 
Director of the national TSB Group 
plc and Deputy Chairman of Hill 
Samuel Bank Limited. In 1976 he 
was appointed Chairman of Irvine 
Development Corporation, followed 
in 1979 by chairmanship of the 
Neurological Sciences Research 
Trust at the Southern General 
Hospital. 

With his vast experience he was a 
most successful President of 
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
between 1980 and 1981 when 
Glasgow’s renaissance began. This 
dedication to service was 
recognised by the award of a CBE in 
1983. 

After retirement Forbes 
continued with a host of voluntary 
commitments such as the Court of 
the University of Glasgow where he 
was appointed Chancellor’s 
Assessor and was awarded an 
honorary degree by the University. 
He supported Merchiston as a 
Governor from 1988 and was 
involved heavily in the creation of 
the Royal Glasgow Concert Hall. 

In 1995 Forbes was elected and 
served for two years as Lord Dean of 
Guild of the ancient Merchants 
House of Glasgow. He paved the way 
for admission of women to 
Merchants House, the first of whom 
was the Princess Royal. He served 
many other charities.  

In all of this whirlwind of activity 
he relied on and was supported by 
his wife, Margaret, whom he 
married in 1959. He was devoted to 
her and his son, John, Andrena, 
John’s wife and their three children, 

Obituaries
Where available, the extended obituaries can be found on  
the Merchistonian Club website (www.merchistonians.co.uk). 
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information 
included within the obituaries is accurate and we are grateful 
to the Merchistonian community for sending in newspaper 
clippings and published articles for this section. 
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Áine, Freya and Charlie.  
Complete integrity was the 

hallmark of all Forbes’s dealings in 
business and public service. 
Meticulous, well prepared, shrewd 
and apparently tireless, he loved 
driving an agenda to a practical 
conclusion. He was an inspiration to 
many who have followed him into 
service to city and country. 

Abridged from The Herald 
 

Commander John A Neilson OBE 
(42-45)  

John died on 12 April 2018, aged 90.  
“During the war I was fascinated 

with flying and the Battle of Britain 
and always wanted to become a 
pilot. I therefore joined the Y 
scheme at the age of 16 while I was 
at Merchiston, which at that time 
allowed direct entry into the Fleet 
Air Arm as an officer cadet.  

However, when the war came to 
an end and the Y scheme folded, the 
only way then for me to join for 
flying training was to sign up for 12 
years as a rating pilot. I was 
commissioned and joined my first 
front line squadron at Eglinton in 
Northern Ireland flying Barracudas. 
At this time the Korean war started 
and I was rushed out to the 
Mediterranean to join Carrier Air 
Group in preparation for Korea.  

I flew the Firefly on interdiction 
missions, mainly involved in low 
level bombing against hard military 
targets and road and rail bridges. 

Because many of these targets were 
fairly heavily defended by anti-
aircraft guns it was policy to make 
only one attack run on each target 
with a flight of four aircraft. I 
became quite an expert at bridge 
busting and was involved in an 
attack against a major rail bridge 
south of Pyongyang. I was number 
four in the attack and, having seen 
the first three aircraft all miss hitting 
the target with their bombs, I 
disobeyed orders and made two 
runs, each with one bomb. The 
second bomb hit the centre span to 
destroy a major supply route from 
the north. For this and various other 
operations their ' Lordships’ saw fit 
to award me the DSC for (as quoted 
in the London Gazette) ‘outstanding 
courage, skill and determination in 
air operations over Korea’. 

I volunteered for a second tour of 
operations in Korea but, much to my 
disappointment and annoyance, I 
was refused and sent home to join 
the Service Trials Unit at Ford in 
Sussex.  

It was while I was at Ford that I 
met Joan in 1953. We fell in love and 
were married in Gloucester 
Cathedral in June the following year. 
While I was a flying instructor at 
Lossiemouth our first son, Ian, was 
born. 

I then graduated through the 
Empire Test Pilots School at 
Farnborough to join the Royal Navy’s 
Test Squadron at Boscombe Down. I 
was selected, along with one of the 
de Havilland test pilots, to carry out 
the hot weather trials of the Sea 
Vixen aircraft in Nigeria. One of the 
critical tests was to fly at maximum 
speed at low level in order to assess 
the aircraft's systems' capability to 
withstand high temperatures. I 
discussed the best area over which 
to carry out this particular part of 
the trial with a West African Airline 

pilot who knew the area well.  
Whilst flying at 200 ft over flat 

terrain at maximum speed I looked 
up from checking instruments to 
see a large vulture directly ahead 
and slightly above my flight path. 
The only way to avoid it seemed to 
be to duck underneath. 
Unfortunately, the vulture had the 
same idea and the two of us met at 
about 100 ft with the vulture 
entering the port engine intake with 
disastrous consequences.  

The engine exploded causing a 
massive fire in the port wing which 
rapidly spread to the main fuselage 
and caused further fire in all areas. 
Control response was negligible; my 
observer and I were forced to eject 
below the minimum safe height for 
that type of seat and without being 
able to transmit a 'mayday' call. My 
observer’s seat had no time to 
separate from his parachute before 
he crashed through a tree, which 
probably saved his life. I landed 
extremely heavily sustaining severe 
spine and chest injuries but escaped 
head injuries. 

My observer, not believing that I 
had survived, started walking 
towards where he knew there was a 
railway line about ten miles away. In 
the meantime I lay unable to move 
in the hot sun amongst scrubland. 
Vultures circled overhead until night 
came.  

When he heard that the Vixen was 
missing, that West African Airways 
pilot, flew up the route to discover 
the burning wreckage. He set in 
motion a rescue train from Kano, 50 
miles away. Although I had bailed 
out at about 2pm, it wasn't until 
about 10pm that night when a 
missionary and his wife arrived at 
the scene. They administered 
morphine and started the stretcher 
journey through ten miles of 
undergrowth to the railway where 
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the rescue train was waiting.  
I met up with my observer on the 

train and together we were taken to 
the hospital in Kano. I lay there for 
ten days before it was decided safe 
to fly me home by special charter 
flight.  

After some weeks in Haslar Naval 
Hospital in a plaster jacket, I talked 
the doctors into letting me home to 
recuperate and I eventually rejoined 
Boscombe. Because of my back 
injuries I was advised to try my hand 
at helicopters. This was a 
devastating blow; however, I came 
to accept that this was the only way I 
could continue flying. After 
qualifying, I was appointed to the 
first Wessex squadron as senior pilot 
and then back to Boscombe as CO 
of the Helicopter Test Squadron. At 
the end of the Victorious 
commission I was promoted to 
commander and served on the naval 
staffs in Washington, Yeovilton, 
Northwood and MOD before retiring 
in 1977. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my career in 
the Navy and, given the same choice 
again at the age of 18, I would make 
no other. On leaving the Navy I was 
appointed OBE. 

When I retired from the Navy in 
1977, I became a civilian again for 
the first time since leaving school at 
the end of the war. British 
Aerospace in Hertfordshire took me 
on and then after five years I joined 
Westland Helicopters in Yeovil. I 
stayed with Westlands for five years 
until retirement at age 60.  

When we moved to Yetminster I 
soon became involved in village life, 
and at Yeovil Golf Club. I became a 
keen bridge player and was called 
upon to act as Master of 
Ceremonies at various charity 
bridge events.  

In order to try to keep up with the 
times and the modern generation, 

Joan and I went on a computer class 
'for the over fifties' and I went on to 
further studies to make use of a 
graphics programme. After 17 years 
in Yetminster, Joan and I decided it 
was time to move nearer to "zimmer 
frame" range of a town centre and 
so in July 1999 we moved to start 
another phase of our lives. 

Here I have concentrated almost 
entirely on my naval career, but 
most important to me has been my 
marriage to Joan.” 

Abridged from John’s memoir, which 
is available in full on the Club website 

 
Ian T Henderson (42-44) 
Ian died on 5 October 2017. He is 
survived by his wife Margaret and his 
children Julie, Martin, David and Neil. 
 
Duncan MS Simpson OBE (42-45) 

Duncan died on 5 December 2017 
aged 89.  

When he saw Alan Cobham’s 
Flying Circus while he was at 
Merchiston, Duncan’s enthusiasm 
for flying was fired. After leaving 
school in 1945, he studied at the de 
Havilland Technical School at 
Hatfield, then joined the RAF in 
1949 and trained as a pilot. 

He flew Meteor fighters with 222 
Squadron and in 1953 joined the 
Day Fighter Development Unit at the 
RAF’s Central Fighter Establishment 
conducting trials on the latest 
fighters including the Hawker 
Hunter. In 1954 he was invited to 

join Hawker Hunter, left the RAF, 
and began his long association with 
the Kingston-based company. He 
began as a production test pilot, 
mainly on the Hunter, before 
becoming more involved in 
development work, and with the 
revolutionary V/STOL programme, 
which culminated in the Harrier. 
Simpson conducted many test 
flights on the Kestrel - named 
Harrier by the RAF. He flew the first 
production Harrier GR 1 on 27 
December 1967 and trained the first 
four RAF pilots to fly the Harrier.  

After recovering from a serious 
accident he became the company’s 
chief test pilot. He monitored the 
Hawk training aircraft from the 
drawing board to it’s first flight, only 
ten days before demonstrating it at 
the 1974 Farnborough Air Show. He 
delivered the first Hawk to the RAF 
in 1976 with which it has served as 
an advanced trainer and also with 
the Red Arrows for over 40 years. 

In 1978 he retired from test flying 
and took charge of Harrier and 
Hawk service liaison until the late 
1980s. For 15 years he was deputy 
director of the Society of British 
Aerospace Companies (SBAC) 
responsible for all exhibitions, 
including the Farnborough Air Show. 

For many years he flew and 
displayed some of Hawker’s most 
famous fighters including the Hart 
biplane, the Hurricane and the Sea 
Fury. Acutely conscious of flight 
safety at air shows, he was a co-
founder of the Historic Aircraft 
Association to monitor safety. 

Simpson received many honours 
for his work: an OBE in 1973; the 
Guild Award of Honour in 
recognition of his “outstanding 
lifetime contribution to aviation”, 
from the Guild of Air Pilots and Air 
Navigators (Gapan); Derry Richard 
Medal; and the Alston Medal of the 
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Royal Aeronautical Society, of which 
he was a Fellow. 

He was also a Fellow of the 
Society of Experimental Test Pilots 
and of the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers. In 2002 he was Master of 
Gapan.  

Duncan Simpson married Pat 
Jones in June 1958 and she survives 
him with their two sons. Their 
daughter predeceased him. 

Abridged from The Telegraph 
 

John S Ure (39-45) 
John died peacefully at Jenny's Well 
Care Home, Paisley, on 4 October 
2018. Husband of the late Sylvia, 
father of Alan and the late Eileen. At 
Merchiston, John was School 
Captain, Captain of the 1XV and 1XI. 
After School he joined the Royal 
Marines from 1945-48 and was 
awarded the Belt of Honour. He 
went on to study Law at Cambridge 
and Glasgow Universities. His 
grandfather, William P Ure (1876-
79), father Colin M’Gregor Ure 
(1907-11) and son, Alan M Ure (69-
74) all came to Merchiston too. John 
was a Governor from 1972-82.  
 
Robin M Laing (43-49) 

Robin died on 10 December 2017. 
Born in Chile in 1931, Robin came to 
Scotland in 1933 when his father, 
the Rev William Laing, moved to The 
Manse of Colinton Parish Church. In 
1936 his father became the School 
Chaplain.  

In 1940, with the real threat of 
Operation Sealion, Robin's mother 
took the four youngest siblings to 
stay with relatives in Philadelphia. In 
1943 Robin returned on his own to 
attend Merchiston. He travelled 
back across the Atlantic on HMS 
Royal Sovereign, a refitted WWI 
battleship, with a group of boys. 
Robin thoroughly enjoyed his school 
days and valued the lifelong 
friendships he made there. At that 
time for some, The Manse became a 
second home. School gave him a 
lasting knowledge and appreciation 
for History, Poetry and Music. He had 
a beautiful singing voice and enduring 
passion for rugby and sailing.  

At university he studied Naval 
Architecture, then changed to 
Mechanical Engineering. In his final 
year he was diagnosed with 
Tuberculosis and during six months 
in a sanatorium found he had a 
surprising aptitude for making 
leather handbags! Miraculously at 
that time Dr Crofton produced the 
cure for TB and gave Robin, and 
many others, their lives back. 

Robin worked in various aspects 
of Engineering, mostly connected 
with pipework, including two years 
in Wiaraki, New Zealand, harnessing 
the geothermal steam for the new 
power station. In 1977 he formed 
his own engineering agency.  

He was a kind man, with a quick 
wit and easy manner and excelled at 
customer relations. Outwith work 
Robin enjoyed many things; he was 
a skilled craftsman and designer. He 
married Ann Williamson in 1961, and 
renovated an old lodge, their home 
for 49 years. They had two daughters, 
a son, and six grandchildren. After 
retiring, much time was enjoyed sailing 
in Greece. With stoicism and great 
fortitude Robin managed Parkinson’s 
disease that blighted his later years.  

Words by Robin’s wife, Ann Laing 

 
W McMillan (Mac) Wallace (43-47) 
Mac died peacefully at home on 25 
March 2018. He was the second son 
of William and Jessie Wallace. Mac 
farmed at Lochlands and retired to 
Creggans, Kilmacolm. A husband, 
father and grandfather. A true 
gentleman. 

 
Iain G Richardson (43-48) 
Iain died on 3 October 2017 in the 
Cumberland Infirmary after a short 
illness. 

  
Charles G Payne (44-47) 
Charles died peacefully at home on 
29 November 2017, aged 86. 
Husband of the late Alex and former 
husband of Ann. Father of Joanna, 
Suzy and Richard. He was 
grandfather of Hugh, Hester, Patrick 
and William. 

  
Francis (Frank) Sime (44-48) 
Sadly passed (date unknown). 

  
Michael D Kidd (45-49) 
Michael died on 31 December 2017, 
at the age of 86 at his home in 
Plumstead, Cape Town, South Africa.  
 
Doctor John DA Robb (45-50)  

John died on 13 February 2018. Irish 
President Michael D Higgins has 
paid tribute to "the voice of 
reconciliation" following his death. 
The former Ballymoney-based 
surgeon and Irish Senator was the 
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founder of the New Ireland Group in 
1982, which set out a vision for a 
society accommodating both the 
Irish and British traditions. Mr 
Higgins said he had learned of Dr 
Robb's death "with great sadness".  

"He was a voice not only for 
peace, but for reconciliation, for 
recognising all traditions and beliefs 
on the island of Ireland, and the 
making of a future in which all in 
Ireland could share. One could not 
but be impressed by his deep 
humanity, and his unstinting efforts 
to encourage new thinking in 
politics. At a personal level, he was a 
joy to meet, always optimistic, an 
all-islander in the best sense. To 
have known him as a friend and 
regular correspondent was a 
privilege." 

He made his career in medicine. 
When the Troubles broke out in the 
late 1960s, he worked with a wide 
team of medical experts to save lives 
and help victims recover from their 
wounds.  

Outside his medical career, he 
formed the New Ireland Group with 
a number of liberal Protestants and 
others from different backgrounds. 
It promoted a vision of society that 
could bring together those from the 
main Orange and Green traditions, 
as well as others. He wrote and 
spoke so widely on this that he 
caught the attention of political 
leaders in Dublin. John served in the 
Republic's Senate from 1982-1989, 
making an eloquent and distinctly 
northern contribution to debates. 
Despite his best efforts and those of 
his colleagues, the New Ireland 
Group had little success in shifting 
the tectonic plates of established 
political thinking.  

He served for several years on 
Queen's University's Senate and 
brought his characteristic 
sharpness, insights and humour to 

the sometimes stolid debates. He 
was never afraid to ask questions 
about the various academic and 
administrative "elephants in the 
room" which no one else wanted to 
mention. 

On a personal level, he was a 
most charming, warm-hearted and 
well-liked man with high Christian 
principles and great integrity, 
greatly respected by everyone, 
including even those who did not 
agree with his political views. 

Abridged from the Belfast Telegraph 
 

C John Usher (45-48) 
John died peacefully at home on 8 
November 2017. John was husband of 
the late Eve, father of Jane and Sarah, 
father-in-law and proud grandfather. 
 
D Brian Duke (50-55) 

Only son of the late David and Alice 
Duke, David passed away, peacefully 
on 7 March 2018, aged 80. He was 
husband of Marlene and father of 
Karen. 
 
Colin B Bewsher (51-54) 

Colin Bewsher died peacefully at 
home on 19 April 2017. He was born 
in Glasgow in 1933 and the Bewsher 
family moved from the city to 
Callander in 1941 following a 
narrow escape from a German 
bomb. At Merchiston, Colin excelled 
in rugby, playing full-back and his 
kicking ability resulted in great 
accounts of his 40 and 50 yard 
conversions and penalties. After 
school, he did two years of National 
Service where he was commissioned 
with the Scots Guards, serving in 
Berlin and Edinburgh.  

Colin’s love of animals began in 
his childhood, growing up in 
Perthshire and working his father’s 
spaniels. He kept and worked 
spaniels throughout his life, while 
carrying out one of his other great 
passions - shooting. He was an 
exceptional shot and enjoyed wide 
and varied sporting endeavours: 
from rough shooting on farms, wet 
nights around duck ponds and 
driven pheasant days, to his 
favourite trips to Scotland, 
wildfowling on the Isle of Bute and 
deer stalking in Mull.  

Colin graduated from the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary School of 
Veterinary Studies in 1958 having 
qualified within five years. This was  
a considerable achievement 
considering he played full-back for 
the university’s 1XV and took part in 
three trials for Scotland. Only injury 
- fractures sustained in each trial 
game - prevented him achieving  
a place in the national team.  

It was during his years as a 
veterinary student that he met Judy, 
a classmate, who became his wife 
and lifelong companion and 
supporter. During his second year at 
college, Colin was part of a rowing 
team of four competing for the Irish 
cup. The team was in the ‘novice’ 
category and this allocation was 
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confirmed by Colin who stepped 
into the boat before the oars had 
been attached to it. The boat turned 
turtle, Colin disappeared under the 
water, and the boat was too badly 
damaged to race. After that, he 
decided sensibly to stick to rugby!  

After graduating, Colin joined one 
of the largest mixed animal 
veterinary practices in the north 
east of England where he spent 
most of his veterinary career. He was 
involved in the care of a wide variety 
of farm and companion animals and 
was incredibly popular with all his 
clients across Northumberland and 
from further afield.  

He was an inspirational, 
supportive and caring boss to many 
new or recent veterinary graduates, 
giving help and advice at every 
request. He helped to develop the 
careers of the many vets who 
worked with him over the years.  

Colin and Judy were a very close 
and happy couple; they were great 
hosts who welcomed all to their lovely 
home, Bellasis, in Northumberland. 
Many happy Sunday lunches were 
consumed when on-call with Colin 
and meals involved fantastic food, 
cooked by Judy and often caught or 
shot by Colin.  

Colin made a huge contribution 
to the veterinary profession and 
wider society through education, 
sporting achievements, veterinary 
skills, acts of kindness and 
generosity, summed up by many of 
his friends who describe him as a 
‘true gentleman’. 

He is very much missed by Judy, 
children Jill, Simon and Edward, and 
grandchildren Jenna, Sam, Charlotte 
and Madeline. 

Words from the Veterinary Record 
 

Ian H Morris (51-56) 
Ian died in Vancouver in January 
2018, aged 81.  

“Ian became a good friend when 
he moved in across the hall from my 
spouse and me to take care of his 
friend, John. All of us had been long 
time residents in our building. While 
John was still well, he and Ian spent 
their time at the opera, symphony, 
theatre productions. Regrettably it 
was Ian who died before John. As we 
all often left our doors open during 
the day, it was easy to develop the 
friendship. My spouse and I thought 
highly of Ian's devotion to caring for 
John and will miss his company and 
tart sense of humour. He was most 
generous and thoughtful as well as 
a wonderful neighbour for us.” 

Words by Diana Lam, neighbour 
 

Professor William (Bill) CC Morrison 
CBE CA (51-56) 

Bill passed away peacefully on 29 
July 2018, aged 80, at West Hall 
Care Home, Surrey. Husband of 
Joceline, father of Patricia and 
Susan, step-father of Kate and 
grandfather of Cameron, Sarah, 
Nicky, Kirsty, Pip, Harry and Carrie. 

 
John M Sturrock (51-56) 
John died peacefully at home in 
Cupar on 13 November 2017, aged 
79. Husband of Sheena, father of Ian 
and Janet, a grandfather, brother 
and uncle. 
 
Hugh H Martin (54-58) 
Hugh died peacefully at home on 11 
August 2018, aged 77. 

 
Doctor E Hamish McLaren (55-60) 

Hamish went to Merchiston with a 
scholarship where he was Pipe-
Major and a top class Highland 
Dancer. He moved to the Edinburgh 
University Medical School in 1960 
where he was to be spotted at all the 
best parties and Balls. He would 
attend the Freshers’ dances every 
year until he met Sue whom he 
married in 1967. 

He was a member of the 
Edinburgh University OTC Pipe 
Band, gained a commission with the 
City of Edinburgh TA and latterly was 
Lieutenant Colonel in the RAMC TA 
in Glasgow. 

He graduated MB ChB in 1967 
having picked up a BSc in Pathology 
on the way through. After 
graduation he worked in Edinburgh, 
gained the MRCP and subsequently 
became a Fellow of both the 
Edinburgh and Glasgow Colleges. 
After time spent in Cape Town and 
Sheffield he became a consultant 
Endocrinologist for 30 years at 
Stobhill Hospital, Glasgow. 

Hamish was a man of many 
interests; he was a Member of the 
Royal Scottish Pipers’ Society, and a 
keen and elegant skier. Sue and he 
organised several ski parties to the 
Alps. I remember one consisting of 
at least 60 people of all ages which 
was huge fun. He enjoyed sailing on 
the West Coast. He took up golf late 
in life and enjoyed both Prestwick 
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and Boat of Garten Golf Clubs. 
He was ‘a really good egg’, hugely 

entertaining company and 
delightfully argumentative , which 
earned him his nickname the ABC or 
Angry Bald Colonel. He was a great 
family man, devoted to Sue and 
their four fine children. He died 
suddenly on 22 August 2018 in 
Oban, the night before he was due 
to judge the Highland Dancing at 
the Argyllshire Gathering. He is 
greatly missed. 

Written by friend, William (Bill) 
Peterkin (55-60) 

 
Sir Peter A Burt (57-62)  

Sir Peter died on 28 November 2017 
in London aged 73 after a long 
illness.  

For a man who once declared that 
“Banking should be boring”, his own 
career was anything but. Peter was a 
man who relished a risk and, as his 
brilliance as an amateur golfer 
testified, could also get himself out 
of the rough without too much 
difficulty, should the need arise. His 
beloved game - he played off a 
handicap of three and was an 
amateur record-holder at Muirfield - 
taught him a great deal, he said, not 
least that that life isn’t fair and that 
unless you’re willing to gamble with 
failure you won’t succeed, something 
he achieved more often than not. 

Although inextricably linked with 
Scotland he was born in Nairobi. 
Moving to Edinburgh for School, he 

went on to St Andrews University, 
graduating with a first in history and 
political economy and a love of golf.  

He then won a Thouron 
scholarship to the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business 
School where he gained an MBA. He 
loved America, decided to stay in 
California, walked into Hewlett 
Packard and simply asked for a job. 
His boldness succeeded and he 
worked in Palo Alto from 1968 to 
1970, always maintaining he was 
the first historian the company hired 
- and probably the last. 

Returning to Scotland he worked 
with Conversational Software in 
Edinburgh before moving into the 
financial sector with the small 
merchant bank, Edward Bates & 
Sons in 1974. A year later he joined 
the Bank of Scotland. 

Moving up the ladder, he became 
Divisional General Manager in the 
International Division where he was 
promoted to Joint General Manager 
in 1985, then became Treasurer, 
Chief General Manager and 
Chairman of the management board. 

After five years as Chief Executive, 
he became Governor in 2001 then, 
after the bank’s £30 billion merger 
with the Halifax, Deputy Chairman 
of Halifax Bank Of Scotland (HBOS). 
It was a steady ascent, and “Burt the 
Banker” was regarded as sound.  

After departing HBOS, he became 
chairman of finance advisory 
company Gleacher Shacklock and 
Promethean, the private investment 
company he founded with sons 
Michael and Hamish, and in 2004 
was appointed head of ITV. 

Later, during the financial crisis of 
2008, he tried, unsuccessfully, to 
block the takeover of HBOS by 
Lloyds TSB, arguing that he and the 
former head of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland should be appointed to 
lead HBOS. 

Among other positions he was a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh and of the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers in Scotland; 
non-executive director of Shell 
Royal Dutch Shell, Cambria 
Automobiles and Templeton 
Emerging Markets Investment Trust; 
he served as chairman of Dyslexia 
Scotland and on the boards of a 
number of other charities. 

Peter, regarded by some as the 
UK’s best CEO golfer, was an 
amateur record holder at Muirfield 
and a member of four golf clubs, 
including the Royal and Ancient. He 
was also one of the High Constables 
and Guard of Honour at 
Holyroodhouse. 

Peter had fought oesophageal 
cancer for the last three years and is 
survived by his wife Alison, sons 
Michael, Hamish and Angus, and 
eight grandchildren. 

Abridged from The Scotsman 
 

Stuart B Macdonald (60-65) 
Stuart passed away on 24 April 2017. 
 
Iain R McKerchar (62-66) 
Iain died on 30 June 2018, in 
Reigate, Surrey. He was husband of 
Moira, father to Max and Jamie and 
grandfather to Kirsty and Iris. 
  
Hugh P McFadzean (63-66) 
Hugh passed away on 13 April 2018. 
  
Simon M Priestley (86-90)  
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Simon died on 6 January 2018, aged 
46, during a match between Henley 
Rugby Club’s Bears team and High 
Wycombe. He leaves his wife and 
two children.  

“Simon was, above all else, a 
brilliant bloke. Steadfast, loyal and 
talented on the one hand, while his 
sharp wit and sense of fun and joie 
de vivre were always in evidence in 
the changing room, in the bar and 
especially on the many tours that he 
went on with Henley Rugby Club.” 

Henley Rugby Club 
"Simon was a really strong role 

model as an individual in all aspects 

of his life. 
He was a very strong, committed 

family man, a really consummate 
professional at work and a really 
good friend. He would always give 
you a ring and keep in touch. He did 
that with so many people. He was a 
very strong, very good quality rugby 
player. He absolutely loved rugby. He 
once said to me, ‘Rugby is the closest 
thing you can get to war and I love 
it’. On the pitch he was a leader and 
a motivator - people would rally 
around him. People said if he was 
playing, you knew you were going to 
win. He's going to be greatly missed.”  

Chris Fisher, who played alongside 
Simon for 15 years. 

 
George A Crawford (11-16) 
As we went to press, we received the 
tragic news of the death of George 
who died as a result of a road traffic 
accident on 7 October 2018, aged 
20. Son of Cameron and Mary, 
brother of Lucinda, grandson to 
Esther and the late John Crawford 
and Peter and Susan Manners, 
nephew, cousin and friend to many. 
A full obituary will be included in the 
next edition and our thoughts and 
prayers are with his family.

Marcus MacLean (57-61), who now lives in New South 
Wales, wrote in with these photos ahead of the the 100 
Pipers for Remembrance Day.  

“I don’t think I could take up my ‘old’ job of two years as 
bass drum in the Pipe Band, which included many parades, 
beating the retreat at the Castle etc. I expect it is much 
easier now as we had to take the full weight on the neck  
(no harness like today’s models).” 

Bass Drum
From the Archives
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Book Reviews
Tam by Guy Winter (88-94) 
 
Three changelings will come, to shape 
Scotland; One from the Wayward 
Sisters, one from the Still Folk, and one 
from Man… 

The hale and hearty Tam 
O’Shanter pays no heed to the prophecies of old. 
Who cares what a bunch of haggard old crones 
forewarn, when his favourite pub has an empty seat 
waiting for him? It isn’t until the actions of a 
malevolent new coven threaten his own family that 
Tam is forced to take action. 

Three wicked witches, led by the beautiful but vile 
Cutty Sark, plan to make a dreadful sacrifice to change 
the fate of Scotland and kill Bonnie Prince Charlie, heir 
to the British throne. Their choice has fallen on Tam’s 
own son, Wee Tam. When the witches come for Tam’s 
family, he teams up with a group of boisterous and 
brave companions to try to break their spell and save 
Wee Tam from a horrible fate. 

This swashbuckling yarn takes the Tam O’Shanter  
of Robert Burns’ poem and gives him a new adventure 
full of magic, action and the best drink Scotland has to 
offer. In his quest to save one young boy, Tam may yet 
save his entire country. 

“Well researched and totally absorbing, the story 
drags you in and keeps you riveted. I found myself lost 
in the urgency and romance of 18th century Scotland 
and commend the author - Guy Winter - for weaving 
such intrigue around the events of the day. When is 
his next book out?”  
Review from Amazon 

Success Decoded by Rod 
Grant (78-83) 
 
This self-help guide captures 
those traits and characteristics of 
the successful person succinctly 
and clearly. Specifically written 
for teenagers and young adults, this book is 
the perfect purchase for parents who are trying to 
advise their offspring. Written in a conversational tone 
by educator of 30 years, Rod Grant, the book sets out  
a variety of strategies and ideas on finding and 
sustaining a successful future. Each chapter uses a 
texting acronym to unlock your potential (DBEYR, BIO, 
SH. WTF etc). The book is succinct and clear and will 
help focus the mind of the most wayward of teenagers. 

“I bought this book for my teenage son thinking a 
few wise words, that aren’t mine, will be helpful at a 
time when he is forming strong opinions, increasing 
independence and taking responsibility for his own 
future. But I have just read the whole book and 
couldn't put it down, and now think this will interest 
my husband as well as my son. I love the simple, easy 
writing style that communicates a message and 
entertains at the same time. 

The book will interest parents as well as being a 
‘self-improvement’ book for all, without the author 
sounding ‘all knowing’ nor claiming to make us 
instantly happier or richer. I felt the book provided  
a set of rules for life that anyone can implement.  
I especially liked the 2moro+ BITD chapter and will 
start practising Rod’s tips today (see I'm learning).  
I’m hoping this chapter has an impact on my son too. 

The book suits young adults because it’s short, easy 
to read and in accessible language. However, I would 
also recommend it to 
anyone, at any age, who 
wants some practical 
suggestions on how to 
navigate life with 
confidence and feel in 
control of your own 
success and happiness.” 
Review from Amazon 
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Low and Slow:  
How to Cook Meat 
By Neil Rankin (93-94) 
 
The title says it all, really. This 
is an interesting and usable 
book on cooking meat. The 
‘low and slow’ gives a clue to 
the method, except, 
intriguingly, the slow cooking comes first and the 
high temperature to colour and cause the Maillard 
reaction comes at the end – the reverse of how I have 
always cooked. 

The advice on meat quality, such as rare breeds and 
corn feeding versus grass feeding, show a real 
knowledge of the subject. And the chapter on steaks 
has some seriously well-informed tips and 
explanations. 

The recipes tend to be generic with a little twist, so 
expect beef dripping Yorkshires, bolognaise 
sauce/ragu, and twice-cooked pork belly, rather than 
fancy variations on these. I really appreciated this, for 
it gives the opportunity to absorb the base method, 
and we can then tinker with the result if we feel the 
need. I rarely feel the need myself, for when a dish 
works well, most alterations will detract rather than 
enhance. 

The other focus is barbecueing, something for which 
the author has quite a reputation. Outdoor cookery 
has been traduced by crappy bought-in burgers and 
sausages cooked on gas grills that may as well be 
indoors for all the difference they make to flavour. 

But Rankin shows how it should be done, including 
how to light the barbecue, what fuel to use – not just 
charcoal, but a whole range of woods – and explains 
how the smoke and heat interact to produce 
something completely different from what you make 
in the kitchen. This is a first-rate book written by 
someone who knows his stuff, and I have a queue of 
cooks ready to read it. It’s a manual, rather than a 
promotional tool for a well-known chef, and it is, in 
fact, the most useful cookbook I have read for some 
time. 

One for the kitchen shelf, not the coffee table. 
Review by Shaun Hill, chef-proprietor, the Walnut Tree, 
Llanddewi Skirrid, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire for The 
Caterer 

Town to Town by Niall 
McDiarmid (79-85)  
 
Published to coincide with the 
Town To Town exhibition, which 
opened earlier this year at the 
Martin Parr Foundation in 
Bristol, it features 60 portraits 
from Niall's six years of travel across Britain. His work is 
primarily about documenting the people and 
landscape of Britain. His books include Crossing Paths 
(2013), Via Vauxhall (2015) and now Town To Town 
(2018).  

Niall's portraits are held by the Martin Parr 
Foundation, the Museum of London, the National 
Portrait Gallery and the Sir Elton John Photographic 
Collection. His work can be followed on instagram 
@niallmcdiarmid 
 

 

The Beginnings Wood by 
Malcolm McNeill (89-94)  
 
This is Malcolm McNeill’s first 
book, and he has proved straight 
away, what a wild and fertile 
imagination he has. The 
Beginning Woods is an older 
children’s book, about a boy called Max, who lands at 
the Surbiton Centre for Orphaned and Abandoned 
Babies from - who knows where? - with a spooky stare 
and a strange unnerving presence. He is, it is clear, a 
seeker of truths, an adventurer. And adventures he 
certainly goes on to have. 

Max is adopted by a kind and suitably odd couple 
called Forbes and Alice, but domestic life is never 
going to suit him. Soon, he runs away from home: 
firstly, to find out who his true parents are; and then, 
to solve the mystery of the Beginning Woods – a kind 
of parallel universe, and to investigate the Vanishings, 
a weird and terrifying 
phenomenon, whereby 
people disappear, 
leaving just a pile of 
clothes behind them, 
never to be seen again… 
Review by Barney Bardsley,  
On Magazine 
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For everything Merchistonian,  
from cufflinks to hoodies and socks  
to bodywarmers.

www.merchistonianclub.tictail.com

The New Merchistonian Sportsman Blazer
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The Club have been busy working on plans to make use of the great 
contacts within the Merchistonian network. Matt Gray (79-85) and Daryll 
Morrow (08-10) were on hand to present the short and long-term vision  
of the Merchistonian Business Network (MBN) at November’s Business 
Breakfast.  

Initially the MBN will create a list of mentors who will cover as many 
sectors and industries as possible, from which the mentors will be paired  
up with Merchistonians who are after advice, business expertise or general 
information. The Network will also cover many locations and, for those who 
are looking for local knowledge, the MBN will be a great source of expertise, 
whether you’re looking at relocating - both geographically or across 
industries. 

The long term vision is that the MBN will be hosted online and an app can 
be used for signing up to be a mentor, receiving advice, leaving feedback 
and even for finding Merchistonians who are local to wherever you may be. 

Once the Merchistonian Business Network is established amongst 
Merchistonians, the Club are keen to extend this support to current pupils 
at Merchiston; offering career advice, work experience and more. 

If you are interested in being a getting involved, becoming a mentor,  
or would like to receive advice in the first instance get in contact with the 
Merchistonian Club by emailing merchistonians@merchiston.co.uk. 

The Merchistonian  
Business Network     
Words by Daniel Pratt, Club Secretary

News

88
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AVAILABLE SUNDAY - FRIDAY. OFFER ENDS 5PM ON FRIDAY. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
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A BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AGED 7-18 
MERCHISTON.CO.UK 

admissions@merchiston.co.uk   +44 (0)131 312 2201    
Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a Charity, number SC016580 

U11, U13, U14, U15, U16:  SUNDAY 21  – FRIDAY 26 JULY 
RESIDENTIAL AND DAY 

REGISTER HERE  
www.merchiston.co.uk/rugby-camps 

activitycamps@merchiston.co.uk  |  +44 (0)131 312 2231  

KICK START YOUR SEASON AND TAKE  
YOUR RUGBY TO THE NEXT LEVEL! 

CAMPS WILL BE LED BY RODDY DEANS (Director of Rugby and former Scotland U16 Head Coach)  

AND DAVID BLAIR (Assistant Director of Rugby, who played with Scotland A, Edinburgh and Sale Sharks).

MERCHISTON 

RUGBY 
CAMP SUMMER 2019
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MFC President’s Report 
Report by Oli Green (99-07)

Sport
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In an all-action game at Raeburn Place, for the fourth 
time since our revival in 2014, Merchistonian XV took on 
the Edinburgh Academicals. Despite another loss, the 
committee is encouraged by the amount of enthusiasm 
from the players to don the blue jersey again. This can 
only stand us in good stead for the future. 

Alongside our annual Accies fixture, the Club also 
took part in various 7s tournaments during the summer. 
Big congratulations to the team who won The Bowl 
against Leith last Saturday 42-7. Although, we are yet to 
win a tournament, there have been some very 
encouraging signs as we plan for the 2019 summer 
season. Keep a lookout on the Club’s social media for 
further details. 

Next season, we also plan to run a touch team with an 
annual fixture against the MCS leavers and also a fixture 
against the staff. 

The 2019 fixture list will be published in January and I 
hope that any of you with an interest in playing rugby 
will take the opportunity to sign up to represent the Club. 

I’d like to thank the committee for their commitment 
to the Club, in particular our Director of Rugby, Freddie 
Main, and Treasurer, Andrew McDonald. The committee 
would love to hear from anybody with tournament entry 
ideas, and from those interested in playing, sponsoring 
or helping. 

None of this would have been possible without our 
sponsors, who have been extremely generous in 

supporting the Club financially. Not only has their help 
enabled the team to take part in various tournaments 
but to do so in style, as we model our fantastic new kit. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 
throughout the 2019 rugby season. 

 
You can contact us through the following links 
       facebook.com/merchistonianfc 
       @MerchistonianFC 
       @MerchistonianFC 
Email - rugby@merchistonians.co.uk 

Sponsors 
Murray Capital; Mackie's Crisps; Gilson Gray;  
Rule Valley; Thin Red Line; Wavegarden Scotland 

 
 

MFC Fixtures in 2018 
21 April           North Berwick 
28 April           Leith 
5 May               Musselburgh 
12 May             Perth Rugby Festival 
2 June               Edinburgh 7s 
9 June               Accies 
16 June            Stu 7s at Tynedale 

2019 Fixtures will be announced on social media  
as they are confirmed.   
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The MFC Report
MFC v Accies  
 

Report by Freddie Main, Director of the 

Merchistonian Football Club 
 
It was a cracking day on Saturday 9 June, down at Accies 
where, although the hard track allowed for a fast game, 
it would certainly go on to take its toll on the players! 
The squad of boys who turned up to represent the club 
was superb and each one put in a great shift to show off 
the best of Merchistonian rugby. It was disappointing 
therefore that several boys did not show up to play despite 
giving assurances that they would. This put the team 
under undue pressure, especially when injuries occurred.  

Benn Morris (09-16) was running the show well at fly-
half until an Achilles injury took him out of the game in 
the first ten minutes. Harris Grant (00-05) was forced off 
injured after being on the wrong end of a tip tackle, Jack 
Rutherford (11-16) tore the ligaments in his ankle, Jamie 
Maran (04-15) took a ‘sore one’ on his coccyx, and Harry 
Fisher (08-18) went over on his ankle, but after a brief 
spell off the field he went back on.  The players were well 
cared for by club physio, Polly Gray, who certainly had 
her work cut out on this occasion! 

The game itself started well with some sustained 
pressure by MFC, only for Accies to make a strong break 
through the middle and open the scoring after four 
minutes. Fisher replied eight minutes later and Paddy 
Clark (11-15) knocked over the extras. Three further 
tries were conceded in the first half to a powerful Accies 
team, but hope was restored just before half time with 
Fisher picking up his second try of the match from a pick 
& go near the opposition try-line. At this point the team 
had had to make adjustments in the midfield and had 
also lost the industrious Harris Grant (00-05).  

At half time there was belief that the job could be 
done and nobody was backing down against the 
challenge. Skipper, Dan Nutton (05-15), re-focused his 
troops and the coach demanded harder work and better 
accuracy at the breakdown where Accies were slowing 
down possession and creating turnovers. 

Four tries were conceded in the second half, and even 
though Accies received two yellow cards in the fixture 

(for foul play and repeated infringements at the 
breakdown), the MFC boys also had to contend with 
fielding a reduced team due to injuries and were 
themselves down to thirteen players for an extended spell. 
Nutton bagged a try for the team and then later put in 
an exceptional cross-field kick which Johnny Byrne-Leitch 
(06-10) gathered superbly to notch the Try of the Day. 

The full time score was 44-24 to the hosts but the 
team did themselves and their club proud with their 
effort and commitment throughout, especially when 
things were not going their way.  

It was great for everyone to catch up and watching 
the touch match before kick-off was a good way to get 
together prior to the game. The potential is there for 
MFC to win this fixture regularly and if we can be assured 
of a full squad then it will become an inevitability! 

Ready ay Ready!
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The squad of nine players assembled at the clubhouse 
at North Berwick on Saturday 21 April and spent time 
getting to know each other ahead of the first tie.  

The team, led by Cammy Gray, put in a cracking 
performance for a scratch team against Dunbar, scoring 
six unanswered tries through Gray (3), Nigel Kelly (2), 
and Campbell Wilson and looked strong for the Cup 
quarter final against the tournament hosts. The 
attacking shape was developing well and the defensive 
effort was superb, with Grant Pyle putting himself about 
well in the close quarters. Cammy Gray scored what can 
only be described as a ridiculous try when he dropped 
the ball behind his back, heeled it over his head to break 
the line and then re-gathered it to trot in under the posts! 

The second match was more of a test and was played 
against an abrasive and physical team. Unfortunately 
the Merchistonians spent much of the time defending, 
which is energy sapping in 7s, but managed to forge a 
21-7 lead through what little possession they were 

afforded. Tries were scored through Scott Derrick, 
Cammy Gray and Nigel Kelly. It was always going to be a 
hard ask to compete against the home side, and in other 
circumstances MFC would have won the tie quite 
comfortably. However, it was not to be and North 
Berwick won the game with the last play against a very 
fatigued defence. They would go on to lose in the final 
to Musselburgh. 

The effort from the whole squad was superb and 
bodes well for future tournaments. Massive thanks go to 
Andrew McDonald (79-85) and Polly Gray in their roles 
as manager and physio respectively. 

 
Squad 

 

Sport
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1. Campbell Wilson* 

2. Scott Derrick* 

3. Grant Pyle (00-07) 

4. Jamie March (02-07) 

5. Matt Clark (07-14) 

6. Cammy Gray (13-15) (C) 

7. Nigel Kelly* 

8. Johnny Byrne-Leitch (06-10) 

9. Matt Smith* 

*Guest MFC members 

North Berwick 7s 
 

Report by Freddie Main, Director of the Merchistonian Football Club 
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The Golf Club Report

On Saturday 25 August the Club gathered for its annual 
autumn meeting at Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society.  
There were 33 golfers involved in the day and thereafter 
there were 38 people for dinner. 

The weather was very kind to us and the course was in 
fine condition considering all the changes that it has 
been going through. 

As usual there were various winners of a number  
of prizes. However, the main prizes were won as  
follows: 
•   The silver medal for the handicap prize was won by  
     Neil Armstrong (88-93) with a net 64 and in second  
     place was Chris Dudar (95-01) with a net 66. 
•   The under 30s scratch was won by Freddie Ward  
     (07-11) with a 70 and in second place was Pete  
     Legget (03-11) with a 79. 

•   The over 50s scratch was won by Chris Cowan (79-85)  
     with a 72 and the runner up was Graeme Dickie (75-80) 
     with a 77.  
•   The over 60s scratch was won by George Walker  
     (69-74) with an 85 and the runner up was Morison  
     Zuill (50-55) with an 87. 
•   Of most importance was the club championship gold  
     medal and that was won for a fifth year running by  
     Mike Rolland (98-03) with a 67 gross; the runner up  
     was Freddie Ward with a gross 70. 
All in all it was a fantastic day as usual and many thanks 
to Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society for giving us the 
courtesy of their course and also for their hospitality and 
the catering at lunchtime and with dinner. 

As ever should you wish to be involved then please do 
not hesitate to contact the secretary.  

Annual Golf Meeting  
Report by Robert Foreman (89-94)
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A team of Chris Cowan (79-85), Harry Thomson  
(72-78), Martin Stein (84-89), Mike Rolland (98-03), 
Robbie Bremner (85-91), Charlie Simpson (94-98), 
Ross Crummey (06-09), Jamie McIntosh (02-09), 
Freddie Ward (07-11) and Peter Legget (03-11) 
arrived in Deal in an optimistic mood but realised  
the draw had not been kind to us as a number of the 
better schools had been drawn in the same quarter. 

We had been drawn in the early rounds to play at 
Royal St. George’s facing Lancing in the first round 
on a bright but cool day. Things went well and we 
won the match 5 matches to 0. 

In the second round we went out to play Harrow 
whom we had beaten in the first round in 2017. 
Things did not go to plan and we were beaten 3 
matches to 2. Although the team played well we 
were beaten by the stronger team on the day.  

Peter Legget who was playing in his first Halford 
Hewitt and Freddie Ward who was playing in his 
second were paired together and were successful  
in winning both of their matches. 

This was a strong team that had hoped to do better, 
but we look forward to the challenge again next year. 

Halford Hewitt 2018 
Report by Alastair Milligan (58-63), 

Captain

Merchistonians v 
Lorretonians 2018 

Report by Robert Forman (89-94)  
 

At Muirfield on Sunday 13 May the Merchistonian 
team took on the Lorretonians in their annual match. 
The Merchistonian team was Will Lindsay (87-94), 
Sandy Robertson (75-81), Robert Forman (89-94), PK 
Young (77-81), Alastair Milligan (58-63), Martin Stein 
(84-89), Niall Ballantyne (82-87), Colin Barbour (78-
83) and Charles Abram (65-69). 

In the morning matches, and in initially damp 
conditions, Will and Sandy won their match 1 up, 
Robert and PK won their match 3 in 2, Niall and Colin 
won their match 1 up and Alistair and Martin half their 
match having been 3 down with 3 to play.  

Lunch was the usual fine affair and in the afternoon 
Charles stepped in for Will. The afternoon pairings 
were not quite as successful as the morning pairings 
with Alistair and Colin losing their match as did Sandy 
and Martin. However, Charles and Robert won their 
match 1 up and Niall and PK won their match 2 up. The 
final result was a comprehensive 5 ½ - 2 ½ victory for the 
Merchistonian team. As always it was the camaraderie 
of the day not the result that was the best part. 

Old Sedberghians  
Report by George Walker (69-74),  

Match Manager 
 

The team consisting of Niall Ballantyne (82-87), Richard 
Duncan (94-00), Colin Barbour (78-83), Stephen Biggart 
(96-03), Sandy Corstorphine (59-64), Will Biggart (94-
01) and Alastair Milligan (58-63), Captain, and I took on 
the OS team at Muirfield on Sunday 19 April.  

In wonderful weather and with a course in great 
condition for early spring, the team managed to wreak 
revenge. 

The morning matches ended 2-2 with wins for 
Niall/Richard and Colin/George which were offset by 
narrow losses from Stephen/Sandy and Will/Alastair.  

After an excellent lunch, the afternoon matches were 
comfortably won by MGS, 3-1. The Biggart brothers got 
us off to a flying start, soon followed by Alastair and 
Richard, who was making his MGS debut. Sandy/Colin 
succumbed, but Niall/George secured the final point. 
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The Cricket Club Report 
 

After the early loss of dangerous batsman Dan Nutton 
(05-15) it was Douglas Voas (04-11) who took the attack 
to the pupils with some big hitting for a 72 not out off 
60 balls. Patrick Glennie (00-05), like a fine wine, 
continued his excellent form for the Merchistonian Club 
with a 57 off 50 balls which included a straight drive for 
six that his old school cricket coach and Merchistonian 
Charles Swan (65-70) would have been proud of, 

meaning the innings finished at 142 for 2.  
The Merchistonians bowled tight with Hamish Shaw 

(08-13) and Patrick Clark (11-15) leading the attack 
reducing the School to 88 for 5 with 15.2 overs gone. 
Then in came lower order batsman, Jamie D, who 
changed the flow of the game with an impressive 44 
runs off 16 balls to win the game for the School with 3 
balls remaining. 

Merchistonians v Merchiston Cricket Match  
Report by Michael Legget (97-04)
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The Curling Club 
Report 

Report by Alastair Campbell (62-67)

In the Wanderers' League last season, we had wins against 
Old Glenalmond and Aberdeen Grammar School FP, a 
drawn match against Kelvinside Accies and losses against 
Glasgow Accies (the League winners) and Strathallians. 

Our pool of curlers consisted of Ronald Aitchison  
(48-53), John Duthie (65-71), Donald Hardie (49-53), 
Douglas Harvie (69-74), Allan Higgins (52-57), David 
Howie (46-49), Scott Latimer (58-62), Gray Mickel  
(44-48), Don Rutherford (66-69), Stephen Tornow  
(60-64) and me. We normally play two matches apiece.  

If you wish to join us, please contact me. All matches 
are played at Braehead Ice Rink in the Braehead 
Shopping Centre located between Glasgow and Paisley 
on mid-week evenings. 

The Fishing Club 
Report 

Report by W Andrew McDonald (79-85)

I cannot recall the number of times when a friend 
or colleague has commented on the suitability, or 
otherwise, of the weather prior to a day’s fishing – 
often assuming a hot, windless and sunny day is 
somehow perfect for catching fish! For those in the 
know, the opposite is usually the norm and this 
year’s unusually hot summer certainly proved the 
norm. In the official outing for the Latimer Cup, 
fished at the Lake of Menteith, it would be true to 
say that the fish beat the anglers! 

The 2019 outings will take place throughout the 
season at Black Loch, Dunwan Dam, Clubbiedean, 
Linlithgow Loch, Carron Valley and Glencorse 
Reservoirs (check website for confirmed outing 
dates). 

Our annual visit to Oykel Bridge will be in June or 
July (TBC) and The Latimer Cup will again be fished 
for at the Lake of Menteith, on Saturday 10 August 
2019. 

Open to enthusiastic anglers of all ages and 
experience (as can be seen in the picture of my son, 
Lewis, current 2nd Form pupil, trying to outfish his 
dad on our Clubbiedean outing!), please contact 
Andrew with your details to be kept up-to-date 
with arrangements for each forthcoming outing.

The Sailing Club 
Report 

Report by David Clements (57-62)

After an initial burst of enthusiasm after the section was 
formed, 2018 has seen little or no activity, partly because 
of my own absence sailing (this year, a trip round Land's 
End and up the Bristol Channel to Gloucester and Bristol).  

The Section really needs somebody based in Scotland 
to take it forward, although I will continue to hold the 
wheel for the time being. Is there somebody out there 
who would take this on? 

I am still sure that there are many other Merchistonian 
sailors out there who have not yet put their heads above 
the parapet. Please do register your interest and we shall 
try to arrange a meet on the water (or on dry land!) some 
time in 2019.
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The Shooting Club 
Report 

Merchistonians v School -  
Clay and Rifle Day  

Report by Richard Dodds (82-86)
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On Saturday 10 March, the annual Merchistonian Clay 
and Rifle competition took place against the School. 

We kicked off early at Cluny Clays in Fife on a very  
wet morning but both pupils and Merchistonians  
were all very keen to get the days challenge underway. 
11 Merchistonians and 15 boys were shooting.  

The Merchistonian team were 
determined that this was going  
to be a victorious day for them 
after winning at the clays last year 
but being defeated in the rifle 
match. 

The clay match ended in the 
Merchistonians narrowly winning 
by 17 clays after we took the top 
10 scores. Top guns were Iain 
Brechin (79-84) for the 
Merchistonians with 41 ex 50 and James L for the pupils 
with a credible 40 ex 50. 

After a slow journey back over the bridge we made it 
just in time for a very welcome school lunch and then 
straight down to the Miller Range for the second half 
and the long awaited rifle match. 

Tom Diggle (08-16) was unable to be with us on the 

day due to other shooting commitments but we were 
allowed to use two from three cards that he had shot 
earlier. Merchistonians had 10 shooters all with various 
skill levels (some had not picked up a rifle for 25+ years) 
so some of our better shots shot two or three times but 
everyone had a go regardless of ability. 

The best 16 cards were used 
from each team and the school 
shot very well with both Bertie and 
James G setting a high standard 
which was great to see. The 
Merchistonians eventually came 
out as winners by 24 points with 
Tom Diggle being our top shot. 
Considering it was out of 1,600 it 
was close.  

This was the first time that the 
Merchistonians had won the rifle match for a few years 
so all were very pleased. To end a great day, a few of us 
headed into town to reminisce about shots lost and “if 
onlys” over a great curry and a few beers. 

From a selfish viewpoint it was great to shoot against 
my eldest son in both matches and we tied in the clays 
but I beat him in the rifle match. 

The Schools Veterans Match, held in Bisley, Surrey was on 
19 July. It is a competition for teams of five former pupils to 
compete against the top 50 shooting schools in the 
country. We each have two sighting shots and then 10 
shots to count at 500 yards, using only traditional ‘iron 
sights’ ie. not telescopic or magnified optics. 

Merchiston can enter a reasonably strong team, a 
mixture of youth and experience and generally we do 
well against the other Scottish school entries but we 
tend to struggle against the strength and depth offered 
by the likes of Uppingham and Greshams, who won this 
year with a maximum score. 

Our team this year was Iain Brechin (79-84), James 
Anderson (83-88), Bob Allan (56-61), Tom Diggle (08-
16) and Richard Dodds (82-86). An age span of 50 years 
from youngest to eldest. 

We got off to a good start with maximum scores 
posted by Iain Brechin and James Anderson but our 

fortunes changed and one 
of our team had to retire 
mid-shoot, and was unable 
to finish his shoot. We 
submitted our scorecard 
anyway and were placed 
way below where we might 
have been but still above 
Fettes! 

There are always 
sundowners and a BBQ after 
the Schools Veterans match and this year we were 
pleased to have Alan Ewing and the Schoolboys join us. 
Roast ham, potatoes and veg alongside the traditional 
burgers and sausages, washed down with Pimm’s. 
Thanks to all who took part, The Merchistonian Club and 
Richard Dodds for helping with the shopping and 
barbecuing.  

Bisley 2018  
Report by Richard Dodds (82-86)
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The Squash Club 
Report 

The inaugural Merchistonian vs 
Merchiston boys squash match took 
place on 8 March 2018 at Colinton Castle 
squash club. Andy Duff initiated and 
coordinated bringing together six former 
pupils from different eras. Merchiston 
players were members of the U19 and 
U16 teams. An informal arrangement for 
the match was arranged with one set 
being played between players from each 
side. Whilst there were a few tight 
matches, in general the former pupils’ 
experience came through, with the 
Merchistonians winning most of the 
games. However, current Merchiston 
number one player David T won all three 
of his matches with relative ease. 
Following the success of this fixture it is 
anticipated this will become a regular on 
the MCS fixture list.

Report by Andy Duff (76-79)  
 
On the evening of 25 October 2018, 
a group of Merchistonians took on 
Watsons and in the words of PK 
Young (77-82), “It all went to plan, 
with most matches being good 
competitive contests and all of them 
played in good spirit.”   

Plans are underway for a return 
fixture in the New Year. If you would 
like to get involved, please get in 
touch with Andy. 

Back row (left to right): Rod Binns (85-92), Ruaridh Kohler (74-80), Andy Duff (76-79), David T 

(5th Form), Arman PK, Thomas M (both U6th), Andrew F, Cameron R (both 5th form) 

Front row (left to right): Harvey Kane (07-14), Duncan Hodge (86-92), Craig Smith (95-03), 

Rory D, Josh K (both 5th form) 

Merchistonians vs Merchiston Squash Match   
Report by Andy Duff (76-79) 

Merchistonians v Watsons Squash Match 
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These Club, Area and Sporting Officials are here to help you get the most out of the Merchistonian 
Club and the far reaching Merchistonian network. They’d be delighted for you to get in touch.

Merchistonian Club Of f icials 2018-19

 
Club Committee 

President 
M Gray (Matthew) (79-85)  
mgray@gilsongray.co.uk  
0131 477 9595 

Vice President  
RA Forman (Robert) (89-94)  
robert.forman@brodies.com  
07891 399457 

Immediate Past-President  
WA McDonald (Andrew) (79-85)  
andrewmcdonald67@blueyonder.co.uk  
07940 560286 

President Elect  
G Thain (Gavin) (79-85)  
gavin.thain@andersonstrathern.co.uk  
0131 3372899 

Treasurer  
RA Bent (Richard) (76-81)  
rbent@qmu.ac.uk  
07745 811153 

Secretary  
D Pratt (Dan)  
merchistonians@merchiston.co.uk  
0131 3122237 

Chairman of the Board of Governors  
GTG Baird (Gareth) (70-75)  
gareth@baird.gbtbroadband.co.uk  
01573 460237 

Committee Members  
SP Abram (Steve) (70-75)  
stephenabram@outlook.com  
01360 771002 

GRT Baird (Roger) (73-78) 
rogerbaird@wnlindsay.com  
0131 2294931 

CJ Gray (Chris) (75-81)  
CGray@ngparchitects.co.uk  
0131 4761525 

LD Morrow (Luke) (07-09) 
lukemorrow43@msn.com  
07445 264672 

PF Murphy (Frazor) (77-83) 
frazor@thinredlineproducts.com  
0131 5569387 

DD Murray (David) (87-92)  
david@murraycapital.co.uk  
0131 2432100 

AED Taylor (Andrew) (98-03)  
andrew@taylored-lets.com  
0131 6632000 
 
 

Sports Secretaries 
Cricket  
AR Evans (Alistair) (90-97)  
alistairevans@me.com  
07791 090069 

Curling  
AJ Campbell (Alastair) (62-67)  
ajcampbell82@hotmail.com  
01416 381753 

Fishing  
WA McDonald (Andrew) (79-85)  
andrewmcdonald67@blueyonder.co.uk  
07940 560286 

Fives  
AR Donaldson (Andrew) (95-00)  
andrewd@donaldson-timber.co.uk  
01334 478785 

Golf  
RA Forman (Robert) (89-94)  
robert.forman@brodies.com  
07891 399 457 

Rugby  
OJ Green (Oli) (99-07)  
oligreen@gmail.com  
07752 301312 

Sailing  
DR Clements (David) (57-62)  
mail@clemhinton.com  
01460 77214 

 

 

Shooting  
RD Macmillan (Richard) (81-87)  
richard@forbeslawson.co.uk  
01224742305 

Skiing  
MS Murphy (Stuart) (98-02)  
stuart@snowtraxx.co.uk  
07968 564112 

Squash  
ASM Duff (Andrew) (76-79)  
a.duff@virgin.net  
01360 850291 

 
 

UK Representatives 

Glasgow 
JD Glen (John) (83-90)  
jdglen0211@live.co.uk  
07747 426352 

London  
WG Biggart (Will) (94-01)  
willb@jacksoncriss.co.uk  
07881 826667 

M Ferndale (Michael) (86-92)  
michaelferndale@aol.co.uk  
07855 850175 

North East/Northumberland  
JM Bruce (John) (76-81)  
john@bruce-ifa.co.uk  
07802 729001 

South West of Scotland  
RM Weir (Roy) (75-78)  
royweir@hotmail.co.uk  
01848 331650 

Tayside  
IG Wilson (Ian) (72-77)  
isehwilson@gmail.com  
01307 830377 

West of England  
JC Mackenzie (Campbell) (47-51)  
campbell.mackenzie@sky.com  
0117 9294622
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Overseas 
Representatives 

Australia - Melbourne  
RJC Windle (Bob) (98-03)  
bobwindle22@hotmail.com  
+61 418 847558 

Australia - Queensland  
JNG Dempsey (Nick) (87-93)  
demps77@gmail.com  
+65 8223 0611 

Australia - South Australia  
RA Young (Robert) (75-80)  
ryoung@ydr.net.au  
+61 883 790531 

Canada - Alberta 
CH Reid (Chris) (55-59)  
chrisreid@careerwiseonline.com  

Canada - Ontario 
GL Desson (Graham) (60-64)  
gdesson@gmail.com  

Canada - Vancouver  
HGL McCulloch (Greg) (82-87)  
hugogregormcculloch@hotmail.com  
+1 604 910 2215 

Caribbean  
NWL Quin (Nick) (95-00)  
nickquin@yahoo.com  
+1 345 9160775 

Dubai  
CG McLaren (Craig) (74-79)  
c.mclaren2011@gmail.com  
01925 757158 

SJ Walker (Stuart) (86-90)  
walker100@gmail.com  
07961 143258 

Hong Kong  
D Moussa (Daniel) (00-02)  
Daniel.Moussa@cbre.com.hk  
+852 28206518 

Italy  
SEM Roberts (Scott) (69-73)  
scott.e.m.roberts@gmail.com  
+39 053 551159 

Japan 
S Abe (Soichi) (01-02)  
soichi.abe@gmail.com  
 +81 042 3649074 

New Zealand  
DJM Brown (Duncan) (98-02)  
duncanjmbrown@gmail.com  
+64 021 0644406 

Singapore  
BJ Dunnett (Benjamin) (96-02)  
benjamin.dunnett@gmail.com  
+65 9006 2809 

South Africa  
Cape Town 
RS Hall (Robin) (60-64)  
jameshal@mweb.co.za  
+27 2168 97987 

Thailand  
P Sukhum (Paul) (76-80)  
pakorn.sukhum@gmail.com  
+852 662 3916957 

USA - Chicago 
PS Hurst (Peter) (60-64)  
p-hurst@northwestern.edu  
+1 312 92603264 

USA - Florida  
RAF Dobson (Allan) (88-93)  
allandobson@yahoo.com  
+7729 134540 

USA - New York  
D Bassiouni (David) (90-95)  
davidb@bassiounigroup.com  
+1 917 403 1136 

USA - New York  
GB Henderson (Graeme) (75-82)  
graeme.henderson@cachematrix.com  
+1 973 967 0489 

 

USA - Southern California  
JN Usherwood (Jack) (46-50)  
juwood1@netzero.net  
+1 310 514 9404 

There are still a number of areas and sports which do not have a Merchistonian representative. If you would like 
to become more involved in the Merchistonian Club, then please contact the office on 0131 312 2237 or by 
emailing merchistonians@merchiston.co.uk 

New Singapore Rep  
Benjamin Dunnett  
(96-02)  
Do you live in Singapore, are you 
stopping by for a visit, or do you 
need some general advice? Email 
Benjamin to meet up: 

After leaving Merchiston, 
Benjamin studied English at 
Oxford University where he also 
received a full Blue for rugby 
league. He graduated in 2006 
before taking a job in the City as 
a broker with Guy Carpenter Ltd, 
the financial risk and reinsurance 
advisory arm of Marsh and 
McLennan Group. He now lives in 
Singapore and is married to Beth 
with whom he has two 
daughters.  
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