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It is with great pleasure to 
introduce this year’s 
Merchistonian magazine - it is 
very hard to believe that it 
has been a year since I wrote 
my very first introduction; 
time certainly flies when you 
are enjoying yourself!

My first year at Merchiston has been one 
of great enjoyment; getting to know the 
pupils and their families, colleagues, and 
of course, the many Merchistonians and 
Friends of Merchiston all over the world.

As always there has been so much that 
the School has been able to celebrate and 
many highlights on which to reflect, so 
here are a few of my favourites.

Academically, despite reform and 
demands for greater rigour, our boys yet 
again (under the guidance of our excellent 
Merchiston staff) performed remarkably 
well in public examinations. As another 
cohort of Merchistonians move on to the 
next exciting phase of their lives, we 
congratulate them for their achievements 
and wish them every success, safe in the 
knowledge that there will always be a 
life-long bond with this place.

On Remembrance Sunday we gathered 
to mark the 100th Anniversary of the 
conclusion of the First World War, with 
our massed band of 100 pipers and 
drummers leading the ceremony - this 
symbolic act the brainchild of one of our 
pupils. It was a tremendously poignant 

and memorable event and a great 
example of the strong bonds that  
the Merchiston community shares.

On the sports field, we have had yet 
another stunning year of success; 
personal highlights include our U18 
Tennis Team winning back-to-back 
national titles, our Rugby Fives players 
winning two national titles in one year 
(doubling our previous total of titles in 
one visit!) and of course, our 1XV 
winning the Scottish Schools’ Cup for  
a record sixth time. Watching the team 
play such fast paced and skilful rugby 
through the mist of a cold December 
evening was certainly a memory to 
treasure, not least because we fitted the 
occasion into an already very busy drama 
production week - which takes me to 
another fond memory of a wonderful 
performance of Beauty and the Beast  
in collaboration with St George’s.

There are of course many more great 
success stories and to list them all,  
would be hugely unfair; suffice to say  
that this year, like many others in the 
School’s illustrious history, has been a 
demonstration of excellence from the boys.

Someone asked me to sum up my first 
year at Merchiston in three words; a task 
which is of course nigh on impossible, 
but if I were to distil my experiences 
down to just (about) three words, I 
would go with the following:

Manic - Merchiston is a busy place! I am 
proud that we make no excuses, for the 
boys show that by putting plenty into life 

here, the rewards are there to enjoy.

Challenging - in the most positive 
possible sense. Merchiston is a School of 
proud tradition and the challenge to all 
of us that hold the School in such high 
regards is to ensure that continues.

Seriously Enjoyable - I return to 
enjoyment; it is such a key aspect of 
what we want our pupils to experience 
and I am pleased that I have been able  
to share that feeling.

I am immensely proud of the many and 
varied contributions by every pupil and 
member of staff to this School. I hope 
you agree that this magazine reflects our 
flourishing community, and the lasting 
memories of friendship, busyness, 
challenges, success, and most 
importantly, fun!

Having spent my first year getting to 
know the boys and staff and immersing 
myself in Merchiston life - in the 
classrooms, on the sports fields, and in 
the houses - I am excited about the 
future ahead. We look forward to 
another year of success and 
achievement, and it is certainly shaping 
up with some exciting developments, 
namely the refurbishment of the Dining 
Hall and the soon to be completed 
indoor tennis facility. I’m sure you will 
hear more about that in next year’s 
Merchistonian.

Ready ay Ready

Jonathan

Headmaster’s Letter
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New Staff

Rachel Gibb

In three words sum up your first year at Merchiston? 
Books, reading, fun!

Where did you work before and has this experience 
had any bearing on your time at Merchiston? 
I previously worked at Edinburgh Napier University Library, 
across all campuses at some point, and therefore helping 
students who were studying wide varieties of subjects. Every 
day was different and always a challenge. Helping students and 
staff with research and book recommendations has been the 
perfect foundation for working in a school library. These days 
my library users are younger, but no less enthusiastic, and now 
I get even more satisfaction from readers enjoying their books.

What was the most surprising thing you encountered 
in coming to Merchiston? 
Being called Ma’am, and in my first days continually looking 
behind me to see who the boys were talking to!

Can you tell us about the high points and the low 
points of the year? 
The high point for me has been seeing the boys’ enthusiasm  
for reading, hearing their opinions on books, genres and 
authors, and helping them discover and select new and classic 
texts. I’ve had no real low points; the busy last days of term 
create organisational challenges,but these just call for a little 
more creativity in fitting everything in!

If you had to isolate one area of your professional 
role here that you have really enjoyed -what would it 
be and why? 
I enjoyed watching the boys discover and enjoy new books 
through taking part in book groups, reading incentives and 
engaging in author visits. I also enjoyed the creativity of 
fostering a love of books and literature.

As a librarian what is your specialist area of interest?  
I love discovering new authors, and when I’m not in school I’ll 
be found loitering in independent bookshops and festivals or 
bothering friends in publishing. I always champion the success 
of children’s authors, especially today where young people 
have electronic alternatives, which compete for their time.

Who have you become closest to in the Common 
Room and is there anyone you feel you would like 
to thank? 
Everyone in the Common Room has been incredibly kind 
and welcoming, and the English department, in particular, 
have been a huge support to me. Also special thanks to Jenny 
Moran for great company and chat. I am also most grateful 
to Julia Williams for her incredible support, encouragement 
and patience throughout my first year. It has been a pleasure 
working with Julia, whose passion and devotion to the library 
has gifted me the most incredible foundations on which to 
continue to promote and develop in the boys a love of books 
and reading.

Are you looking forward to the summer holidays? 
What are your plans? 
This summer I’ll be recharging the batteries outdoors as 
much as possible, walking the dog and travelling in Europe 
and England with my children. I’m also looking forward 
to catching up with friends and family. The Edinburgh 
International Book Festival in August is also one of my 
favourite events of the year.
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Richard Lilley

In three words sum up your first year at Merchiston? 
Teach. Sport. Repeat.

Where did you teach/work before and has this 
experience had any bearing on your time at 
Merchiston? 
I previously taught at secondary level first at Queen Mary’s 
Grammar School in Walsall, England, and then Musselburgh 
Grammar School in East Lothian. Both schools challenged 
me in different ways. It was definitely a positive to have 
experience of the Scottish Curriculum and the SQA National 
Qualifications before joining the school.

What was the most surprising thing you encountered 
in coming to Merchiston? 
Just how much you can fit into a day!

Can you tell us about the high points and the low 
points of the year? 
Term time is so busy, and so the last few weeks of each term 
can feel a little bit like you are running on empty. However, 
the highs really are high. This year the whole school trip to 
Murrayfield to watch the U16s and the U18s in the Scottish 
Cup was certainly a highlight for me.

If you had to isolate one area of your professional 
role here that you have really enjoyed -what would 
it be and why? 
I’ve really enjoyed the pastoral element of my role at 
Merchiston. Teaching for me has always been first and 
foremost about positive role modelling. Having the 
opportunity to get to know the boys outside of the  
classroom, be that on the rugby pitch or in the houses,  
means you get to know each boy better, quicker.

As a teacher of Biology where does your academic 
heart lie? 
I’m a marine biologist, or more specifically a seascape 
ecologist. So for me, having the opportunity to teach ecology 
to the boys has been fantastic. Whilst the sea isn’t on our 
doorstep for lessons, we have some fabulous grounds, and a 
super Outdoor Classroom, which means we can really make 
the most of dry days and get out into nature.

Who have you become closest to in the Common Room 
and is there anyone you feel you would like to thank? 
Will Donkin and I joined at the same time, we both coached 
junior Rugby together in that first term, and we both live 
locally. So sharing the first year journey with him has been a 
huge help. I’d definitely like to thank the Science department 
for making me feel so welcome, and for supporting my ideas. 
In particular I’d like to thank Kelly Ryan (our technician in 
Biology); she is a superstar! 

Which Boarding House are you with and what has the 
pastoral side of teaching been like? 
I’m in Chalmers West, although will be joining Rogerson as 
a Resident Tutor next year. The pastoral side of teaching is so 
important and it has been fantastic to spend time with the boys, 
be it playing touch rugby on the astro or supervising prep!

Are you looking forward to the summer holidays? 
What are your plans? 
The summer holidays are certainly needed. I’ve got a busy 
summer ahead with commitments both to my charity Project 
Seagrass and the School. For my charity I’m all over the UK 
mapping seagrass and collecting seagrass seeds for a Sky Ocean 
Rescue project we are running with WWF. I’ve also got some 
rugby CPD at Murrayfield in July, and I’m joining the senior 
boys for pre-season in St Andrews in August. No rest for some!

Dr R Lilley
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interest has always been in the overlap between the two. 
This has been particularly interesting in recent years with 
the loss of faith in the established economic orthodoxy after 
the financial crisis, and the recent increase in prominence of 
populist leaders around the world.

I have also found myself increasingly interested in behavioural 
economics and the interaction between psychology and economics.

Who have you become closest to in the Common 
Room and is there anyone you feel you would like  
to thank? 
Dr Lilley and I joined at the same time and have quickly 
become friends. We’ve both followed similarly circuitous 
career paths and, despite having grown up on opposite sides  
of the world, have a lot in common.

Chris Robson has been an excellent Head of Department. He 
has a clear vision for what he thinks we should be doing in the 
Economics department, and has been incredibly supportive.

Which Boarding House are you with and what has  
the pastoral side of teaching been like?

I have been in Chalmers West this year. I teach only Sixth 
Form so it has been a challenge tutoring the younger boys,  
but I have thoroughly enjoyed it, nonetheless. The pastoral 
role is so important in a boarding school and it has been  
very gratifying to play a role in this element of school life.

Are you looking forward to the summer holidays? 
What are your plans?

I am certainly looking forward to the summer holidays! 
Although I haven’t seen much to suggest that Scotland 
has summer, my plan is to do some more exploring in the 
Highlands and Islands - visit some bothies, surf on Lewis and 
around Sutherland and make my way up a munro or two.

Mr W Donkin

Will Donkin

In three words sum up your first year at Merchiston? 
Far too fast!

Where did you teach/work before and has this 
experience had any bearing on your time at Merchiston? 
My previous job was at the Anglo-Chinese International 
School in Singapore, and prior to that I was teaching at St 
Andrew’s College, Grahamstown, South Africa. St Andrew’s 
is an all-boys boarding school with a strong rugby tradition so 
there are significant similarities with Merchiston. This gave 
me a reasonable idea of what I was signing up for! 

My experience in Singapore was very different, however. The 
focus was entirely academic and the teaching and learning 
were very much about the teacher dispensing knowledge to the 
students. Merchiston boys are far more responsive to discussion 
(and argument!), lessons are less formal and significantly more 
attention is paid to what happens beyond the classroom.

What was the most surprising thing you encountered 
in coming to Merchiston? 
Teaching in the dark! I visited the school in June which may have 
resulted in some inflated expectations of the weather. Evening 
lessons in November were a bit of a shock to the system.

Can you tell us about the high points and the low 
points of the year? 
I’ve really enjoyed the supportive atmosphere in the Common 
Room. It can be fairly daunting joining a new school (even for 
the teachers!) but this process has been made so much easier 
by the welcoming attitude of the other teachers. 

Low point: Friday, Lesson 9 in winter.

If you had to isolate one area of your professional 
role here that you have really enjoyed, what would  
it be and why? 
I have thoroughly enjoyed the enthusiasm with which the boys 
enter into discussion and debate about economic, social and 
political issues. I suspect this is partly due to the small class 
sizes that make it possible for all the boys to have their say. The 
boys’ willingness to put forward their ideas and their ability to 
do so has been very impressive. It has also made lessons more 
engaging for the boys and for me.

As a teacher of Economics where does your 
academic heart lie? 
I majored in politics and economics at university, so my 
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Life Journey
My recent journey of positivity 
helped by colleagues

As I was driving a school 
minibus of energetic Lower 
Sixth Geographers to Leith 
for their A Level fieldwork, 
intense pain told me 
something was not right. 
Inevitable juggling of my 
teaching schedule and 
medical appointments 
followed. And I became  
one of the ‘one-in-two  
who at some stage in  
their life time would be 
diagnosed with cancer’.

Staff
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I soon learnt how individual cancer is. 
No two people’s journey, even when their 
cancer has the same name, is necessarily 
anything similar to another’s. On the day 
of the biopsy results, three weeks before 
Christmas, I started anti-cancer 
medication. 

By surgery on 1 February, this  
medication had reduced activity level  
of my invasive cancer by 80%. My 
operation lasted 4.5 hours; the tumour 
was a whopping 4.5 centimetres. The 
best news was that the lymph nodes 
showed clear of cancer cells. Phew,  
just in time! 

My tumour was air-freighted to the USA 
for genetic assay - from sequencing 21 
genes of my particular cancer cells, new 
research determined whether they 
would respond to chemotherapy: they 
would not. Thus, radiotherapy followed. 

Seven months after initial diagnosis,  
I was delighted to swap challenges of 
hospital treatments and convalescence 
with challenges of being a full time 
teacher again at a busy school like 
Merchiston!

I am so lucky to have felt very positive 

through much of this unexpected 
journey. Camaraderie of a super group  
of colleagues, in particular, was superb. 
They dragged me out on walks and  
cycle rides as part of my recuperation, 
provided care packages of healthy 
home-made meals and supplies, and 
jollied me along every step of the way, no 
matter how busy they were themselves. 

Thank you also, to the pupils, for flowers, 
chocolates, and cards, willing me a 
speedy recovery - which all patients, 
visitors and NHS staff in my ward 
enjoyed and talked about.

There are many lessons: 

Don’t miss standard check-ups, and don’t 
ignore possible symptoms. It is true that 
the sooner cancer is caught the better;

Edinburgh is lucky to have a Maggie’s 
Centre providing very special and 
positive support for anyone affected by 
cancer - do ensure anyone you know 
impacted by cancer uses this; 

Note also that my story shows what 
incredible developments in treatment 
come from research funded by cancer 
research charities’ fundraising 

worldwide; cross-border collaboration  
is essential to achieving maximum gains 
and impact.

The day the hospital informs you, ‘Your 
treatment is now complete ... off you go 
...’ can be as perplexing as the day you 
receive your diagnosis! With my type of 
cancer you are no longer ‘cured’ or ‘go 
into remission’; instead, a computer 
programme calculates your prognosis - 
the probability of surviving 5, 10  
and 15 years compared with the  
‘normal population’! 

With continuous research, with 
camaraderie of positive colleagues, 
family, friends and neighbours, with 
many challenges of my busy job that 
always keeps me engaged, with fate, 
and with occasional serendipity, who 
knows what the future holds? 

Carpe diem! … and thank you again, 
team.

Dr T Bower 
Head of Geography
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Julia Williams

Julia joined Merchiston in the same 
year as Paul and has been the ‘rock’ by 
his side. As a mother of three boys, Julia 
started her time spending much time 
with the boys as they started to grow up 
in this wonderful community. Julia has 
had many roles at Merchiston, a helper 
in the School shop, the thrift shop, a 
mentor to many members of staff and 
also, since 1992, as the School Librarian.

If you have visited the Spawforth Library, 
you will know that it is full of amazing 
themes and ideas to inspire the boys 
to read and take an interest in all that 
books, fiction or nonfiction may bring. 
Julia has organised so many visiting 
authors to the School to try to inspire the 
boys to read and her care and attention 
over these visits has set a standard 
for Merchiston, and they continue 
to come back due to her very careful 
management of them. When you lead 
Schools such as Merchiston, you rely on 
staff and families to engage and commit 
in our communities to make it work and 
Julia and Paul has certainly been that 
couple for many years.

Mr J Anderson

Department. Paul also served as Chair 
of the Student’s Forum and in 2005, he 
helped the School by assisting in the 
Housemastering back in his old house, 
Rogerson West. In 2014/15, Paul acted 
as the Head of English and following 
this, he changed to a part-time role 
as a teacher of English. Paul will be 
sorely missed, but he leaves behind 
a department who have learnt and 
developed as teachers and will continue 
to drive the high standards he has set.

Mr J Anderson

Departures

Paul Williams

In January 1984, Paul and Julia Williams 
joined Merchiston. Paul started his 
career at Merchiston as a teacher of 
English and did so for five years, before 
being appointed as the Housemaster 
of Rogerson East, the house for the 
Fifth Form, the exam year. Paul was the 
perfect man to lead Rogerson East at this 
time. A compassionate, but very firm 
housemaster who set clear boundaries 
for the boys to support them as they 
prepared themselves for their exams.

Paul held the housemaster position for  
11 years until 2000 when he stepped 
back from the house to allow a ‘Mr 
Johnston’ to take over and he then 
concentrated on being an outstanding 
teacher of English, where he has 
concentrated his time for the last 19 
years. Paul has spent hours and hours  
in the department with pupils to perfect 
their essays and their preparation for 
exams. The English department results 
have been sector leading and Paul has 
been inspirational in this department, 
setting a standard for all the boys and 
staff to lead them in achieving some 
quite amazing results. 

In August 2002, Paul was promoted to 
Second in Department and in 2005, he 
was appointed to Head of PSHE whilst 
he maintained his role in the English 
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Philip Rossiter

If you started your time at Merchiston 
in 1985, and you retire today, my abacus 
shows it would be 34 years! When I met 
a Merchistonian recently, he asked for 
Philip Rossiter and spoke so kindly about 
the support and careful management 
given to him through some rather 
challenging times in his School career; 
he was just described as a ‘Legend’. This 
report is not just from the pupil body, 
but the parents too! Philip has served 
so many pupils and parents in his time 
at Merchiston -a pastoral genius -and it 
is only after the boys leave Merchiston, 
that they realise the impact of his 
support of them. 

For his first nine years, Philip served 
as the Director of Music, a position 
he jointly held for one year in 1993 
when he was appointed to his first 
Housemaster role in Chalmers East. 
In 2000, he became the Third Form 
Housemaster, where he lived in what 
was the Staff housing estate, The Cedars! 
He held this role for two years, before 
he moved to Chalmers West, a position 
he held until 2014, when he came out of 
boarding to concentrate on another area 
of School life where he became so very 
accomplished: looking after prospective 
parents and boys in the role of Registrar. 

To finish a wonderful Merchiston career 

Philip returned to housemastering in 
August 2016 as the Housemaster of 
Rogerson. So in terms of the actual 
buildings, the only House that Philip has 
not served in, is actually Laidlaw! We 
have estimated that some 1200 boys have 
passed through Philip’s houses during 
his tenure. This is incredible and most 
certainly qualifies him as a legend! 

Mr J Anderson

Tim Lawson

Tim Lawson leaves us this year after 32 
years’ service to Merchiston. He started 
in September 1987 as a Teacher of 
Geography, and after just a year he began 
supporting the pastoral life of Merchiston 
as a non-resident house tutor in Rogerson 
West. In those days, Rogerson West, now 
Rogerson, housed the Lower Sixth pupils. 

In 1992, Tim was appointed to the position 
of Head of Geography, a post he held until 
2006. He also held a position of Senior 
House Tutor, President of the Common 
Room, CPD Co-ordinator and, would you 
believe, Photocopier Officer! However, 
more importantly, he was appointed 
Examinations Officer in 1999 and this is 
the position from which he retires today. 

Tim has been a Merchiston citizen who 
has given a huge amount to Merchiston 
and he continues to do the same in the 
local community where he is an active 
member of the residents association 
and editor to the local magazine. He 
has also been known to be a very good 
Neighbourhood Watch officer, reporting 
sons of other members of staff for the 
good old ‘knock and run’ prank! 

Tim, we wish you every happiness in your 
retirement and thank you for all you have 
done for Merchiston in your tenure.

Mr J Anderson
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James Lugton

James first left Merchiston as an 
18-year-old, having formed lifelong 
friendships as a student of the School. 
He returned after fifteen years to take 
up a one year contract as a Teacher of 
English, a role he fulfilled with the same 
good-humoured commitment with 
which some of his ‘more experienced’ 
colleagues tell us he displayed in 
his formative years.It has been a 
huge pleasure having James back at 
Merchiston this year. His willingness to 
share his own experiences at the school 
or at university has added a personal 
touch to his lessons that his students will 
remember for a long time. Coaching the 
B3 Rugby team - a mixture of beginners 
and those who are largely decided that 
their futures lie away from the rugby 
field - can be a challenge but it is one 
that James threw himself into with the 
same gusto as if he had been coaching 
the 1XV. There have been lots of laughs 
in the English Department Office, the 
Dining Hall, the Common Room, the 
Boarding House as well as around the 
rugby pitches and James’ whole-hearted 
commitment to the role of schoolmaster 
has been in equal measure refreshing 
and inspiring. The school community  
is united in wishing James the very best 
for his next chapter.

Dr C Mechie

Kerri Fox

Finding her way north from Wycombe 
Abbey School and swapping a single sex 
girls’ school for a single sex boys’ school, 
Kerri Fox joined us in August 2017 . Her 
previous experience of working in both of 
these contexts allowed her to bring a fresh 
and original perspective to Merchiston. 
A calm and thoughtful professional, Kerri 
has given Merchiston the benefit of her 
commitment to the care of the individual 
within our community.

Her role, Deputy Head Pupil Support, 
has involved several key responsibilities 
which she has carried out with great 
commitment and attention for all of 
those involved. She has been the Child 
Protection Coordinator offering strong 
support, advice and action, and she has 
been able to provide direct support when 
required from her base on campus.

Kerri has been keen to offer fresh 
challenges for us as a School and she has 
pushed forward our application to be 
recognised as a UNICEF Rights Respecting 
School; she chaired the Pupil Steering 
Group, which has allowed us to achieve the 
Bronze Award at the time of writing. Her 
work will be remembered as we continue 
to push forwards towards our ultimate goal 
of achieving the Gold Award.

Kerri has also been a key driver in our 

improvement in understanding and 
supporting mental health challenges 
in our pupils. She has arranged and 
established a three-year training 
programme for staff to allow us all to be 
confident in our response to any young 
person experiencing difficulties.

As part of our aim to further strengthen 
our pupil support, Kerri has been 
instrumental in the introduction of 
Housemothers in all Houses; she has 
been the leader of this group as we 
develop this role and now review how 
each House’s needs can best be met.  
This initiative has been met with 
universal approval and support from 
pupils, parents and residential staff alike.

Kerri has also been no stranger to 
the classroom where she has taught 
Latin, Religious Studies and PSHE 
with her characteristic combination of 
intellectual drive and calm interaction 
with each individual.

She leaves us now to take up a Vice 
Principal post in Abingdon, but her 
commitment to Merchiston will remain 
with us as we look forward to holding 
the Wellbeing Week and the Mental 
Health Conference in November, which 
she has organised. We wish her every 
happiness in this next stage of her life.

Mr A Johnston
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Christina Haviland

Christina joined Merchiston as a Newly 
Qualified Teacher in August 2017. It 
was clear from the outset she was going 
to be a special asset to the Chemistry 
department and wider School. Her 
passion and expertise in delivering 
excellent lessons for someone so new to 
the profession has always been evident. 
She embraces all aspects of learning and 
in her time here has made invaluable 
contributions to departmental resource 
development and implementing the 
use of e-learning in her lessons. Her 
unfailing enthusiasm has rubbed off 
massively on departmental colleagues 
and boys alike.

As a teacher, tutor and co-curricular 
leader she has been so committed 
to the needs of the boys in her care. 
She is always willing to help, support 
and listen to them, facilitating their 
development as individuals. Her work 
as a tutor was highly regarded by House 
staff and parents alike. Her co-curricular 
contributions included many hours 
spent umpiring and coaching Hockey, 
as well as helping out with drama 
productions and tennis in the Summer 
Term. She even managed to find the 
time to become a highly competent 
Junior School Science Specialist, 
working on Thursday afternoons with 
the J4 & 5 boys.

Christina has decided to extend her 
horizons beyond the UK by committing 
to go on an adventure with her husband 
to Senegal where she will continue 
teaching Science in a voluntary capacity 
for a year. She is looking forward to 
the challenges ahead. Her incredible 
work ethic alongside a fantastic sense 
of humour will be sadly missed at 
Merchiston. She has such a can-do 
attitude and has been utterly reliable and 
such a valued team member for me. We 
all wish her and Andrew all the very best 
for the future as they take on the next 
phase of their lives together.

Mr R Greenwood

Chris King 

Within Physics, Chris applied his 
expertise to developing the Higher 
Physics course whilst enjoying the 
challenge of teaching the IGCSE and 
A Level courses for the first time. The 
boys have certainly benefitted from his 
hands-on approach to the subject and 
his interest in the wider application 
of Science in general. Development of 
bespoke numeracy and literacy classes 
for the Sixth Form boys as well as 
reading challenges for the Middle School 
has allowed the department to improve 
its provision in these areas - with a 
wealth of new resources developed 
and refined. This is an area that Chris 
will continue to develop in his new 
school. With his numeracy hat on, Chris 
also worked closely with the Maths 
Department to support Junior classes. 
Outwith the classroom, the football 
activity benefitted from his coaching and 
Chalmers East enjoyed having him as a 
tutor. Moving to a new school in London 
will be an exciting challenge and we 
wish Chris the very best of luck.

Mr P Nicholls
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Chris Robson

Chris joined us from Ernst & Young at 
the beginning of the 2018-2019 academic 
year as Head of Economics, resident tutor 
and Acting Housemaster in Chalmers 
East. He also coached rugby and cricket.

His year here was an excellent one for 
the Economics department. Chris is 
passionate about linking the outside 
world to the classroom and saw 
Economics as the perfect vehicle for this. 
Many of his students were challenged to 
think beyond their Merchiston bubbles 
-not always a comfortable experience! 
His classes will remember him for his 
searching questions and never letting 
them off lightly in a debate.

I am sure that it is largely thanks to 
the direction that Chris has set that we 
have seen 60 Lower Sixth boys choose 
Economics this year.

Chris has also been a passionate sports 
coach. He believes that, armed with a 
growth mindset, anything is possible and, 
although his teams achieved excellent 
results, his focus was on long term 
personal growth rather than short term 
victories.

On a personal level I would like to thank 
him for his calm, clear leadership of the 
Economics department and to wish him 
well in his return to the corporate world.

Mr W Donkin

Rachel Mullan

Rachel Mullan joined Merchiston in 2017. 
From the start, she was a breath of fresh 
air in the Department and in the School, 
always sporting a warm and welcoming 
smile that would cheer your day up. As 
a teacher, Rachel has been incredibly 
popular with the pupils, offering the 
right blend of ‘carrot and stick’. Deeply 
sympathetic, she knew where to draw the 
boundaries and her students respected 
her for this. She has also been innovative, 
preparing her lessons with the utmost 
care and tailoring resources to enhance 
the learning of each and every pupil. 
Above all, she was always willing to help 
students who would go to her both in 
the Department and in Laidlaw and she 
approached them with her typical, light-
hearted manner. 

In the House, she has been a fantastic 
Resident Tutor first and, later, Assistant 
Housemaster. The young men in Laidlaw 
appreciated her fairness, empathy and 
sense of humour, and knew that they 
could rely on her in every situation.  
They affectionately called her ‘Mully’, 
showing how big a role she played in  
their community life in Laidlaw.

Rachel contributed hugely to the 
co-curricular life of the School. With 
her passion for the outdoors and sport 
activities, she soon became involved 
in the Duke of Edinburgh programme, 

accompanying and leading several 
outings. Her leadership skills and her 
natural ability to develop a rapport with 
the pupils was praised by staff and pupils 
alike. She joined the School ski trip for 
two years and had a chance to show off 
her excellent skiing! 

She provided invaluable help to the 
Drama department, and her talents with 
a facepaint brush will be as much missed 
as the charming efficiency with which she 
organised dozens of young actors with no 
last minute panic!

As a colleague, Rachel has been a gift. We 
have had two splendid years of effective 
collaboration, interesting discussions and 
entertainment. She is so easy to talk to 
and keeps calm in even the most difficult 
situations. All of us knew we could rely 
on her and that she would always offer 
her help and understanding. In the time 
she spent with us, she has developed 
her baking skills too, and can now 
comfortably bake brownies and chocolate 
cupcakes! Rachel will be profoundly 
missed, both as a colleague and as a 
friend. I am terribly sad to see her leaving, 
but she has all my admiration for her love 
for her family and country that is taking 
her home, and for her courage in moving 
on. I am delighted that she has secured an 
excellent position for next year and wish 
her all the best for every aspect of her life.

Dr F Vian
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Niall Lear

N - Numerous - Niall had several 
different hats when he worked at 
Merchiston. He had to flip between 
being a PE teacher, Housemaster and 
coach. He always went above and beyond 
in all three areas.

I - Initiatives - Niall was the catalyst for 
the change in the core PE curriculum. If 
it had not been for his fresh ideas and up 
to date research then the PE department 
would not be where it is today. He 
was inspiring to work with through 
the significant change and he will be 
remembered for this. 

A - A Level - Thanks for all the hard work 
he put into delivering the Lower Sixth  
A Level class for the last few years. I 
know all the boys enjoyed his engaging 
lessons and the guidance he gave each 
pupil he taught.

L - Love for all sport - Niall is a true PE 
teacher who enjoys teaching all sports. 
He is a fountain of knowledge when it 
comes to Rugby and Athletics due to his 
high-level playing experience.

L - Loss - Niall will be a big loss to the 
department and I wish him all the best 
for his future endeavours.

Mr C Harrison

Ruth Foster

Ruth Foster was leader of the Pringle 
Teaching Centre from 2016-2019. In this 
time, she helped teach J4, J5, Music and 
Drama. On spending any time with her 
at all, one of the most noticeable things 
about Ruth  is how incredibly caring 
and nurturing she is. She was always on 
hand to listen to the boys, cajole them 
out of a bad mood, warm them up with 
hot chocolate and sort out their disputes. 
These qualities made the Pringle Teaching 
Centre a warm and caring place to be. 

A lover of strings and a gifted musician 
on the cello and flute, she led the  
Pringle Teaching Centre through 
numerous musical events, not least  
the epic production of The Wind in the 
Willows. She took time to listen to the 
boys’ practice and the Centre will be 
a musically duller place without her. 
Friday morning assemblies were always 
looked forward to; they had the boys 
absolutely hooked and gave them some 
very important lessons and thoughts 
to take away with them into their day. 
They were usually accompanied by a 
thought-provoking story which, if we 
were lucky, would involve some accents. 
Ruth’s lunchtime French clubs were also 
notorious; the boys loved going and the 
slots filled up fast. We do wish her all  
the best in her new role.

Ms A Torrance

Sally Allison

Sally Allison arrived at Merchiston 
at the beginning of the 2017/18 
academic session, taking on the role of 
Housemother of Chalmers East in a part-
time capacity. This was increased to full-
time the following year. During her time 
at Merchiston, Sally was instrumental in 
developing the newly created full-time 
Housemother post and was an advocate 
for the boys in both the practical and 
pastoral aspects of their lives. 

In addition to her day-to-day duties in 
the House, Sally also championed food 
provisions for some of our international 
pupils by arranging for the introduction 
of a noodle station at breakfast. This 
addition to the already impressive 
catering offer at Merchiston was a great 
success, and ensured boys from all 
cultural backgrounds were catered for 
during their first and most important 
meal of the day. Sally’s efficiency, 
organisation and care for the boys in 
her charge made her an essential part of 
the Chalmers East team. When asked to 
describe their former Housemother, some 
of the pupils pronounced Mrs Allison as 
being, “caring”, “a bit of a legend” and “10 
out of 10”. We wish her very well in her 
new post as Housemistress of St George’s 
School for Girls.

Ms C Blair
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Merchiston Prizegiving 2019 
Gareth Baird, Chairman of the Board of Governors

This has been an extremely 
busy year for Merchiston, 
a year characterised by 
external challenges and 
uncertainties and perhaps 
even threats, whilst on the 
other hand it has been a year 
of internal opportunities and 
significant accomplishment. 
My involvement in the 
independent education 
sector affords me an early 
and detailed view of external 
factors affecting our schools 
and I must say that, on 
several occasions over the 
course of the last year, I 
wondered what on earth our 
parent body must be making 
of government initiatives, one 
of which in particular seemed 
to single out our sector for 
harsh and unfair treatment.

At this time last year we celebrated 
Andrew and Barbara Hunter’s great 
service to Merchiston and I reported 
that Andrew would sit as a Board 
member of Merchiston International 
School in Shenzhen along with his 
successor Jonathan Anderson and 
Duncan Moore, Deputy Chairman of 
our Board here in Edinburgh. Andrew 
has taken up a post as a consultant 
with Saxton Bamfylde, the recruitment 
agency specialising in education, 
as well as acting as a mentor with 
HMC for emerging headmasters and 
headmistresses. I saw him recently at a 
dinner sponsored by Saxton Bamfylde 
for chairs of independent schools and 
I am delighted to report that he looked 
relaxed and well.

At that time we looked forward to 
the arrival of our new headmaster 
Jonathan Anderson, his wife Bethan 
and their two daughters Emily and 
Matilda. The appointment of a new 
head, or a new chief executive in 
business, affords the school or the 
business a rare opportunity to have an 
in-depth and fresh look at the whole 
operation and consider its strengths 
and weaknesses and any change that 
might be implemented. I well remember 
speaking to a senior member of staff 
at Merchiston when our son started 
here and asking him about Andrew 
Hunter’s first year as headmaster 

and he told me that it was a nervous 
time for staff. Here was someone 
coming into the School taking a very 
hard look at time honoured systems 
and structures with the potential of 
radical change being implemented 
in fairly short order. As it turned out 
there wasn’t any radical change, more 
an up-scaling of focus and effort that 
further strengthened Merchiston’s 
reputation for outperformance from its 
boys. Just recently I read a paper on the 
opportunity which a new appointment 
presents at the top of any organisation, 
and the clear advice was to allow the 
occupant time, normally a year to gather 
together his or her thoughts and then to 
articulate those thoughts to the Board  
of Directors or, in our case, Governors.

Pippa Axon and her team have been 
extremely successful over the last two 
years in driving out cost and they will 
continue to do so at every opportunity. 
However, it is fair to say that the low 
hanging fruit has mostly been picked 
and now our focus has to move to 
initiatives which will further boost our 
income. Last year I reported to you that 
we had commissioned three pieces of 
market research to give us a baseline 
and these pieces of work have been very 
valuable in helping us to set strategy. 

At our June meeting the Headmaster 
presented the Board of Governors with 
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a five year development plan, the result 
of much consideration amongst our 
School Leadership Team aided by the 
aforementioned market research. The 
Board had set out a timetable of having 
a development plan in place by the end 
of the Headmaster’s first year, with 
implementation of the plan over the 
following year and in place for session 
2020-2021. We will commission further 
market research to ensure that the 
initiatives we are considering will be 
attractive in the marketplace and, that 
being the case, will move forward.

Supportive income from Merchiston 
Enterprises and Merchiston 
International School in Shenzhen 
continues to boost our business. The 
school roll in Shenzhen is likely to 
double this autumn as it begins its 
second year in operation and I have 
no doubt that the level of engagement 
between the two schools will continue 
to increase. I hope that you saw the BBC 
Scotland production of Scots in China 
where Merchiston International was 
heavily featured and I know that David 
Rider, who has put so much work into 
the Shenzhen initiative, has fielded 
several enquiries from many quarters 
following Shenzhen’s success.

Earlier in my address I referred to 
external forces affecting independent 
schools; this year we have been the 

subject of what can only be described 
as a perfect storm, with significant 
increases in teaching salaries and 
pension contributions accompanied by 
the likely removal of charitable rates 
relief. I have absolutely no issue with 
salary and pension increases for our 
superb staff - they are without question 
the most valuable complement in any 
school; it is more the lumpy nature in 
which increases seem to arrive in the 
maintained sector and the difficulty that 
brings in writing budgets and setting 
fees. The recommendation emerging 
from the Barclay Review on the removal 
of charitable rates relief seems to me 
to be the most iniquitous policy which 
will affect only seventy charities of 
the twenty thousand in Scotland, one 
of which, Edinburgh University is the 
eleventh biggest business in Scotland. 
Absolutely nothing against Edinburgh 
University but it does put the proposed 
policy into some context. Thank you to 
all those who wrote to the two Holyrood 
committees expressing concern and 
opposition to this policy. I know 
that members of these committees 
were surprised by the volume of 
communication and the strength  
of the arguments contained within.

We have the lowest increase in fees 
published thus far in Scotland and as 
ever we will strive to keep fee increases 
to a minimum. The Board are very 

aware of the sacrifices parents make to 
send their boys to Merchiston.

On the development front, work will 
begin in the kitchen and Dining Hall on 
Monday, followed by the long-awaited 
work on the tennis courts the following 
week. The glacier-like pace of the 
planning process surrounding the tennis 
court initiative has been unbelievably 
frustrating, with consideration over the 
dome-like structure slowing up consent.

Similarly, changes of personnel at local 
council level have slowed progress on 
the Paties Road development despite 
engagement with the Wester Hailes 
Community. We are now in the third 
iteration of the project and, at present, 
David Rider is more optimistic that we 
can move matters forward. The will, 
the facilities and, most importantly, the 
people are in place; all we need is some 
clarity amongst public decision makers 
to allow us to progress.

In view of all the uncertainties out 
there in the European, UK and 
Scottish economies, the Board have 
taken a prudent approach to further 
development at present, preferring 
to keep our powder dry to allow 
expenditure on strategic development 
over the course of the next year or so.

Sterling work continues on external 
relations and recruitment with a new 
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website and prospectus due to be with 
us shortly. Website enquiries are up 
by 10% on the year in what is a very 
competitive marketplace. Once we get 
potential parents through our gates our 
recruitment success rate is high. As ever, 
your help in this regard is very welcome 
as word of mouth recommendation 
remains the best method of recruitment 
by far.

Whilst it is true that there are some 
challenging forces out there, I can 
assure you that the mindset of the  
Board of Governors is extremely 
positive. The Board has been 
strengthened recently by the 
appointment of three new Governors: 
Gill Hinton, mother of a Merchistonian, 
who will bring her experience and 
expertise to bear in pupil support; 
Neil Mitchell, father of two boys 
here at Merchiston, who will head up 
our Finance and General Purposes 
Committee; and finally, Rob Forman 
who takes over the Presidency of the 
Merchistonian Club, following on from 
the great work of his two predecessors, 
Andrew MacDonald and Matthew Gray. 
To our young men of the Upper Sixth, 
who in an hour’s time will become 
Merchistonians I would say, ‘Make the 
most of your new club. It is a marvellous 
forum for us all and it continues to go 
from strength to strength.’

There have been so many impressive 
achievements across the board at 
Merchiston over the course of the year 
and I continually read of excellence 
in all the arts, in academia and in the 
sports arenas. You will not be surprised 
to know that for me, coming from the 
Borders and from a rugby mad family, 
the Cup final at Murrayfield was a 
particular highlight. However, what 
may be of interest to you was that I was 
just as proud of the manner in which 
the whole school conducted themselves 
with the best of humour and decorum 
as I was of the hugely attractive and 
entertaining way in which our team  
won the Cup.

The gathering of the Merchiston family 
from far and wide to honour those 
that fell in all conflicts and to mark 
the Centenary of the signing of the 
Armistice last November was one of 
the most moving events I have ever 
attended. The service, Nick Blair’s 
address and the pipe band coming up 
the drive will remain with me for a  
very long time. 

Finally it remains for me to thank 
Jonathan and his whole team. It has 
been a year of a fair degree of change 
with more to come and, as mentioned 
before, that can be unsettling.

To my fellow Board members I extend 
sincere thanks: there has been a lot to 
consider over the last year and I know 
that we are all excited and motivated by 
the development plan which we look 
forward to implementing.

To all our leavers I wish you all the best 
for the future and that you come back 
and see us on a regular basis.

Thank you. 
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So, that’s it: my last chance to 
say that I’m doing something 
at Merchiston for the first 
time. I am no longer the 
new boy and, from now on, 
nothing in the course of the 
school year should be new  
to me. 

I have learned that being part of the 
Merchiston community will throw 
up the occasional surprise. During 
conversation with this morning’s 
guest speaker about family and home, 
I discovered that Kathy’s father; ‘Prof 
Harley’ was the obstetrician responsible 
for bringing me into this world. 
Apparently he said as a new born I 
had lovely long fingers and should be 
a pianist. I’m afraid I failed on that 
one, much to my mother’s eternal 
disappointment... 

Anyway, looking back, it is very hard to 
believe that it has been almost a year 
since I took the stage at the start of this 
academic session. And what a year it has 
been for Merchiston. There have been 
many many highlights and our weekly 
assemblies have been crammed full of 
celebration of our boys’ achievement. 
Our prize-giving ceremonies are a fitting 
way to end such a successful and busy 
year at the School. 

With the end of the year also comes the 
end-of-year school report: that document 
that summarises progress and indicates 
what needs to be worked on for the 
coming year. How school reports have 
changed, even in the time that I have 
been teaching. Reports are now more 
(quite rightly) focused on progress; they 
refer to data gathered over the course 
of the year and offer a helpful blend 

of encouragement and challenge. At 
Merchiston they are written to the boys 
- recognising that it is the boys who are 
the biggest stakeholders in their journey 
through School. 

However, it was not always the case that 
reports were written in such a way; in 
the past, it was much more of a character 
assessment or, in many cases, character 
assassination. As a young teacher I once 
witnessed, to my amazement, a colleague 
write of a pupil, ‘Unfortunately, he is 
trying his best.’ 

Here are a few more examples of reports 
that I have discovered, amusing on 
one hand and interesting on the other. 
Amusing for their wit and brutal honesty 
and interesting in their total lack of 
prescience: 

‘Stephen has glaring faults and they have 
certainly glared at us this term.’ That was 
written about Stephen Fry, actor and 
writer.

Another:

‘He is a constant trouble to everybody 
and is always in some scrape or other. 
He cannot be trusted to behave himself. 
Anywhere.’ That was said of Winston 
Churchill who then went on to be our 
Prime Minister and wartime leader. 

 Or this one:
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‘Certainly on the road to failure … 
hopeless … rather a clown in class … 
wasting other pupils’ time.’ That was 
John Lennon’s school report.

Or how about this?

 ‘He must devote less of his time to sport 
if he wants to be a success. You can’t 
make a living out of football.’ A teacher 
of Gary Lineker chose to write that. 

And finally, 

‘He will never amount to anything.’ was 
said of Albert Einstein.

Einstein? He will never amount to 
anything? You can see what I meant 
about prescience. We will come back to 
Einstein in a moment or two.

J.B Priestley once said of school reports, 
perhaps with such comments in mind: 
‘As we read the school reports on our 
children, we realise with a sense of 
relief that can rise to delight that - thank 
Heaven - nobody is reporting in this 
fashion on us.’

So, our end of term report? It is very 
easy for me to be positive. It has been an 
incredible year full of achievement for 
our boys; too many to list and it would 
be grossly unfair of me in my address 
to single out any one event. Each and 
every boy has grown a little, certainly 
physically if we look at some of those 
blazers or the length of trousers, but  
also emotionally - but again, I will come 
back to our boys and, in particular, our 
leaving boys. 

I would like to thank all of my colleagues 
for their support throughout this year. 
To the School Leadership Team of 
Alan Johnston, Pippa Axon, Stephen 
Campbell, Kerri Fox, Richard Charman 
and Niamh Waldron: I say thank you 

to them for their close counsel and 
guidance. 

To the Academic Leadership Team and 
our Heads of Department, thank you for 
delivering excellence in the classroom, 

To our Pupil Support Team, the 
Chaplaincy, our Medical Centre and 
counsellor, thank you for being there for 
the boys when they most needed your 
care and support.

To our Housemasters and Housemothers 
and House Tutors, thank you for 
nurturing the great sense of community 
that comes from our Houses. 

To our Heads of Sport, Music and 
Drama, thank you for enriching the lives 
of the boys through our co-curricular 
programme; and for all of those 
colleagues who contribute to Koinonia, 
debating, the enlightened curriculum, 
CCF, the MVP mentoring programme, 
outdoor education: the list goes on. We 
are truly blessed with a professional, 
dedicated and hard working group of 
colleagues who contribute across the 
board in a huge variety of activities. It is 
one of the great strengths of the School 
that we can rely on the wide and varied 
talents of our staff to deliver the very 
best for the boys in our care. 

To our support staff - marketing and 
admissions, development, the bursary, 
catering, maintenance, grounds and 
school administration: these teams work 
tirelessly behind the scenes and today 
is not the end of their year in any way 
shape or form. Even tomorrow, many 
will be in school already starting to get 
the place ready for the new school year 
in September. It is sometimes easy to 
forget that for a school such as this to 
run smoothly, it is an all year round 
effort. To our support staff I say a  

special thank you.

I said I would come back to Einstein. 
He wrote the following in an essay 
published in the New York Times in 
1952: 

It is not enough to teach a man a 
specialty. Through it he may become 
a kind of useful machine but not a 
harmoniously developed personality. 

It is essential that the student acquire an 
understanding of and a lively feeling for 
values. He must acquire a vivid sense of 
the beautiful and of the morally good; 
otherwise, he - with his specialized 
knowledge - more closely resembles a 
well-trained dog than a harmoniously 
developed person. 

He must learn to understand the motives 
of human beings, their illusions, and 
their sufferings in order to acquire a 
proper relationship to individual fellow 
men and to the community ... These 
precious things are conveyed to the 
younger generation through personal 
contact with those who teach, not - 
or at least not in the main - through 
textbooks. It is this that primarily 
constitutes and preserves culture.

I think that sentiment perfectly 
encapsulates our philosophy as a  
school. Life is not just about  
knowledge; it is about learning  
and nurturing that learning. 

It is about understanding that the 
world is not simply defined by the 
narrow confines of factual knowledge. 
Einstein talks about the ‘harmoniously 
developed person’; he describes ‘values’ 
and ‘relationships’ - as ‘vital to a proper 
community’ and ‘precious things’. 

Crucially, however, he says that such 
precious things are conveyed by people, 
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not just textbooks. And it is these people, 
my colleagues from all areas of the 
School, whom I would like to thank for 
their hard work in support of our pupils. 

Another school report. This time the 
following was written in a school report 
to Laurie Lee, the poet and novelist: ‘Off 
you go and I am glad to get rid of you.’ 

I think such a sentiment could not be 
farther from my mind on a day such as 
this. Today marks the end of a part of a 
great many Merchiston journeys, and 
I say part, because I don’t think people 
ever really leave Merchiston. For anyone 
associated with this fine school, it will 
always have a special place in their 
hearts and their time here will provoke 
strong memories; despite the inevitable 
ups and downs, the memories will be 
worth taking with them. 

At this point Mr Anderson thanked the 
leaving members of staff.  You can find their 
valedictions on page 10 of this magazine.

As promised, back to our leaving boys. 
And another report, though not quite 
a report, more of an observation. Here 
we go:

The children now love luxury. They have 
bad manners, contempt for authority; 
they show disrespect for elders and love 
chatter in place of exercise.

OK. A few things about this:

This quote is often used to illustrate a 
point, the point being that this is not a 
recent comment. This observation was 
made some time ago. 

In other words, complaining about the 
youth of today is nothing new; to say 
the youth of today is the worst ever 
generation is a theme as old as  
Ancient Greece.

Indeed, today, this quote is often 
attributed to Socrates. But it is not 
his. It is actually the work of a young 
Cambridge undergraduate called 
Kenneth Freeman and was published 
in 1907, though to be fair he was 
summarising the complaints directed 
against young people in ancient times. 
This quote, was then incorrectly 
attributed to Socrates in a 1920s 
newspaper and is still often misused  
to this day. 

Nevertheless, back to the original 
premise of the quote; young people of 
the current generation are not as good as 
those that have gone before. I disagree. 

Very early on in my time here, I was 
asked by a journalist to share my views 
about the challenges facing young people 
today. I started by taking issue with the 
idea that young people today are the 
snowflake generation - fragile, weak and 
lacking in resilience. I said that to call 
young people ‘snowflakes’ was unjust 
and inaccurate. To ever use snowflake 
to describe a Merchiston boy would 
be wrong - and to say it of our leaving 
Upper Sixth would be verging  
on criminal. 

In my year here I have come to 
appreciate the great talent that is 
contained within this school and how 
this has been expressed at its very best by 
our leaving Upper Sixth. As year groups 
go, you have been an excellent set of  
role models: dedicated to the School  
and supportive of one another. 

You have been superbly led by our 
fine Triumvirate (Jamie, Matthew and 
Chris) and our Senior Prefects. In turn 
you too have led as Heads of Houses, as 
Departmental Prefects, as Captains of 
Sports, and as pupil representatives in a 
wide variety of activities. 

You should be incredibly proud of the 
legacy you leave behind, but please 
do not leave this place behind. Carry 
the good name of this school with you 
wherever you may go, and remember 
that you are Merchiston. It is often said 
you should always look ahead; never look 
back. I say there is nothing wrong with 
looking back and reflecting on what you 
have achieved here. Remember what 
Merchiston has given you and you have 
given to Merchiston. 

Your last day of school is an emotional 
time, but it is an exciting time. As you 
leave these walls as a pupil for the last 
time, be ready to enjoy what the future 
brings your way. Like every generation 
that went before, you are entering a 
changing world and an uncertain world, 
but that offers infinite opportunities. 

Charles Lamb, the 18th and 19th 
Century essayist and school friend 
of Coleridge, said, ‘It is good to love 
the unknown.’ Follow Lamb’s advice 
equipped with what Merchiston has 
taught you. Embrace the future and grab 
with both hands those opportunities that 
come your way. 

Good luck and Godspeed to you all.
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Once again the high point of 
the year for the Art & Design 
department is our annual 
exhibition, immediately prior 
to Half Term. It is an exciting 
showcase for our pupils to 
share with others the creative 
work they have undertaken. 
From the First Form’s assorted 
animal sculptures and 
mixed media compositions 
through to the Upper Sixth 
artists’ investigations on 
the theme of café life, this 
eclectic mix of work takes us 
through the Second Form’s 
exploration on portraiture, the 
Op Art sports figures of the 
Third Form, the large scale 
figurative sculptures tackled 
by our Fourth Form, and the 
work of Shell and Fifth Form 
artists who have explored 
more traditional themes of 
Impressionism and Cubism. 

In the last two terms our Sixth Form 
artists started to investigate more 
personal artistic voyages. Once again 
Scotland’s stunning coastline proved an 
ever popular starting point. 

Other highlights of our year were the 
varied exhibitions of pupils’ work in the 
Dining Hall, the boarding Houses and on 
the Headmaster’s easels. 

Trips to the Edinburgh galleries were 
very well received and, for the first time 
we also took our Sixth Form artists to 
see some contemporary work in the 
private galleries on Dundas Street. 
In particular the boys were struck by 
David Cass’ work at the Scottish Gallery. 
Cass’ images explore the abstract idea 
of a rising horizon, using gorgeously 
painted seascapes as vehicles to explore 
themes of global warming and sea rise. 
They were also impressed by the vitality 
and scale of work in Shelly Tregoning’s 
figurative paintings at Arusha Gallery. 
Tregoning’s subject matter is often taken 
from everyday observation and her work 
deals with issues such as identity and 
belonging, performance and display.

Our pupils also benefited from a visit by 
the Director of International Initiatives 
at Savannah School of Art and Design 
SCAD, in which a number of animated 
and inspiring talks showed our pupils 
the possibilities of studying abroad and 
numerous creative professions open to 
Arts graduates.

Mr J Cordingley

Art & Design
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This academic year the 
Biology Department has 
continued to thrive. We 
gained excellent A Level 
and IGCSE results in 2018 
and the SQA Higher results 
continue to be particularly 
good and suited to some 
Upper Sixth Form students. 
This year many boys have 
gained access to medical 
school and a range of  
science courses at  
University.

In the department in January, we held 
our annual DNA workshop for Upper 
Sixth Form. They had to use advanced 
molecular techniques, including PCR 
and gel electrophoresis, to produce a 
DNA fingerprint and solve a crime, 
which they found very interesting.  
This year we also managed to take 
students on a range of trips. Some of  
our Lower Sixth students attended a 
two-day marine conference in Glasgow 
and the whole Lower Sixth attended a 
conservation course at Edinburgh Zoo. 
Some of our keen Fifth Form Biology 
students attended a talk at Edinburgh 
University, Unlocking the Secrets of 
the Tumour Gene, which they found 
thought provoking and, subsequently, 
asked to attend other similar lectures.

In addition, our 
Upper Sixth Form sat 
the British Biology 
Olympiad and six 
gained an award. 
All Shell and Fifth 

Form boys who sat 
the British Biology 
Challenge gained an 
award and Freddie 
D received a Gold 
medal!
The Merchiston Menagerie continues to 
be a highlight at our Primary Science and 
Technology day, as well as fostering an 
interest in real-life Biology in our students. 
We continue to keep two corn snakes, a 
ball python, a chameleon, a tortoise, stick 
insects and Giant African land snails, and 
this year we hatched four chicks. Outside 
we have four raised vegetable patches and 
a new cedar greenhouse that we use with 
the junior years. 

Our new staff member, Dr Lilley, who 
has a background in marine biology 
and runs the ‘Project Seagrass’ charity 
outside of School has engaged students 
in learning more about sustainability, 
taking the curriculum out of the 
classroom and teaching them about 
the outdoors, planting camera traps 
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around the grounds and growing 
butterflies from caterpillars. Our Biology 
technician, Mrs Ryan, who has also 
been essential to the management of 
the animals and the outdoor classroom, 
has coordinated our Duke of Edinburgh 
helpers, Neil M and Adam B, along with 
our excellent Lower Sixth helper, Jeffrey 
W. The boys in our Young Farmers Club 
have also played an important part in 
our outdoor classroom and have enjoyed 
many trips, including to a nearby farm 
during lambing season, and a talk from 
an employee at Fendt.

This August we will receive the first 
results of the new 9-1 IGCSE and have 
a strong cohort of biologists entering 
Lower Sixth who bring an array of 
passions for different aspects of the 
sciences. We look forward to welcoming 
them to the A Level course and seeing 
them flourish over the next two years!

Ms H Williams
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Our one staff change this year 
was the introduction of Mrs 
Ilenia Ciani to the department 
as Chemistry Technician. 
She has kept the department 
running smoothly this year 
and I am grateful for the highly 
efficient support she has 
given, especially with my last-
minute practical requests! For 
the first time in a few years the 
department has maintained 
continuity of teaching staff 
for two academic sessions. 
At the end of this academic 
session we will sadly be losing 
the services of Mrs Christina 
Haviland. Christina has chosen 
to work on a voluntary basis 
in Senegal for a year. She has 
been a massively important 
part of the Chemistry 
department during the last 
two years and will be sadly 
missed.

Academic Reviews
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The department is fortunate enough 
to teach virtually all boys in the school 
for GCSE, so student numbers in 
the department remain consistently 
healthy. The Fifth Form this year is the 
first cohort to sit the new 9-1 IGCSE 
and we await their results with excited 
anticipation. The final year of the A*-G 
award achieved excellent results with 
78% of boys achieving A*-B.

For the Sixth Form we were very pleased 
with our results, 100% of boys achieved 
A*- C, with one student achieving a 
particularly impressive A*, scoring 
283/300 in the three papers to achieve 
one of the highest marks nationally. We 
have healthy numbers going forward 
into Upper Sixth and an exciting new 
cohort of boys who have selected A Level 
Chemistry to commence next year. The 
department continues to offer the SQA 
Higher qualification as an alternative 
option choice in Upper Sixth and five 
boys completed this award this year.

In terms of teaching resources the 
department has invested this year in 
Bluetooth data logging equipment 
to allow students to carry out their 
own experiments to measure pH, 

temperature and mass. The data from 
experiments can be handled on pupil 
iPads. The department has completed 
work on developing a cohesive set of 
resources for GCSE and every team 
member has had an input in this 
process. The work completed on this 
has had very positive feedback from 
the boys. The department is now fully 
utilising Google Classroom across all 
classes and continues to evaluate and 
discuss the merits of using technology 
alongside more traditional methods to 
enhance pupil experience.

The department has continued its 
involvement in external competitions 
with participation in the RSC Olympiad 
(Upper Sixth) and Cambridge 
Challenge (Lower Sixth) competitions. 
Silver certificates were awarded to two 
pupils in the former. We also attended 
the regional heat of the Top of the 
Bench competition. The department 
has continued its collaboration with the 
Institute for Research in Schools (IRIS). 
This has provided an opportunity for 
Sixth boys to take part in a student-led 
research project in collaboration with 
Kings College, London. The project 
has offered those boys taking part an 

opportunity to extend their Chemistry 
knowledge beyond the curriculum, by 
carrying out research into Ionic Liquids.

Mr R Greenwood
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In August we received another pleasing 
set of examination results at GCSE and 
A Level for 2018, including success in 
the new, rigorous 9-1 Latin GCSE. We 
are proud of the effort, commitment 
and enthusiasm shown by the boys 
throughout their studies, as well as in 
the results achieved.

The year saw the completed study of 
the new specifications for both GCSE 
and A Level Classical Civilisation and 
the first sitting of these exams in the 
summer. Significant developments in 
the new reformed linear A Level include 
a greater emphasis on the study of 
visual material, an examined element 
on the views of modern scholars and a 
new unit exploring the politics of the 
Late Republic. These changes proved 
stimulating and challenging for teachers 
and pupils alike. Our first GCSE Classical 
Civilisation group remained hugely 
enthusiastic in the Fifth Form and 
especially enjoyed the warfare topic, both 
reading ancient literature in translation 
and studying key Greek and Roman 
battles. They showed sensitivity in 
exploring the themes and issues raised.

Many of our regular activities took place 

This year the department 
and our pupils have benefited 
from Mr Hillier’s full-time 
return to the Classics 
classroom. Rev Blair and  
Ms Fox also contributed to 
the department, teaching 
Fourth Form Classical 
Civilisation and Third Form 
Latin respectively; we thank 
them for their enthusiasm.
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again this year: our annual reading 
competition in November, trips to 
plays and lectures, and visits to Roman 
sites and to the British Museum. In the 
reading competition some 50 pupils 
from Merchiston, St George’s, Fettes and 
George Watson’s competed and we are 
again grateful to Dr Donncha O’Rourke 
from the School of Classics at Edinburgh 
University, who came to adjudicate. The 
largest category this year was GCSE 
Latin, in which pupils read from Virgil’s 
‘Aeneid’ an emotional speech by Dido, 
upset and angry at being abandoned by 
Aeneas. The standard was very high, 
with all competitors well prepared 
and reading fluently. The highlight 
of the year for the A Level Classical 
Civilisation groups was a day trip to 
London, when we visited the British 
Museum, exploring artefacts which 
support the different A Level topics - 
theatrical performance, the great epics 
of Homer and Virgil, the machinations 
of Roman politics - and then watched 
a performance of Sophocles’ ‘Oedipus 
the King’ at the Bloomsbury Theatre. 
The undergraduates from UCL created 
a convincing production of this great 
tragedy and it was enlightening to see a 
text studied in the classroom performed 

on stage. The Shell Classical Civilisation 
group made trips to the Antonine Wall 
and to Hadrian’s Wall in support of the 
unit on Roman warfare. A new trip this 
year was a two day visit to London for 
the Fifth Form Classical Civilisation 
group, involving very detailed 
examination of many primary sources 
in the British Museum and visits to the 
atmospheric Temple of Mithras and the 
amphitheatre.

Mrs Fawthrop is stepping down as Head 
of Department at the end of this year and 
will continue as a part-time teacher. Mr 
Hillier takes up the reins again, and so 
we look forward to the next phase!

Mrs R Fawthrop

Fifth Form Classical 
Civilisation trip to London

Student Report

The Fifth Form GCSE Classical Civilisation 
set travelled down to London early on the 
morning of 28 November. A quick four-hour 
train journey and a bite to eat led us into our 
first period at the British Museum. 

Mrs Fawthrop’s worksheets allowed us to 
make full use of this opportunity to get face 
to face with many sources we had seen 
only in pictures. After we were kicked out of 
the museum at closing time, a meal out at 
Pizza Express followed, before we made our 
way back to a sweltering night in the Royal 
National Hotel. 

Day two began with an 8 o’clock start and 
a large breakfast; however, it was not long 
before we were back in a Starbucks having 
visited the temple of Mithras located below 
the Bloomberg SPACE building. After visiting 
the Roman amphitheatre we had lunch before 
making our way back to the British Museum. 
It was not long before we had to leave, 
however, and make our way to Kings Cross 
for the train back. 

The Classical Civilisation set agree that 
“not only was it fun, but educational as well” 
(Matthew D). Angus E “particularly enjoyed 
seeing the Parthenon frieze; it was larger 
than life size”. Max says, “It was worth all the 
walking on my bad leg just to see the statue 
of a legionary, bringing Roman warfare into 
context.” Matthew B’s favourite part was the 
Roman Life room: “It’s hard to imagine life 
without an iPad.” Toby was not just enthralled 
by the Emirates Stadium but said, “It was 
such great revision and brought the whole 
subject into perspective.” 

Thanks so much to Mrs Fawthrop and Mr 
Hillier from me and the whole contubernium.

Teddy T
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We started this year with 
strong results in both 
Computing and ICT and 
were delighted to achieve 
100% at Grade 7 or above 
for our seven pupils in GCSE 
Computer Science, against a 
national average of 20.1%. 
IGCSE ICT also showed 
positive results, with all but 
one student falling in the  
A*-C range.

Our first run of the 2-year linear  
A Level Computer Science course was 
largely successful with both candidates 
achieving results which facilitated 
progress to their next stage of education. 
We have tweaked our approach to  
A Level for this session, and have 
switched from the WJEC specification 
to AQA. We have a ‘larger’ cohort (five 
boys!) who sat the AQA exams this year; 
by all accounts they enjoyed the course, 
and report confidence with their exam 
performance. They also produced some 
really interesting projects; for example, 
there were three projects which tackled 
in-school resource management issues: 
booking science equipment in Gibson 
House, linking minibus bookings with 
Google Calendar, and providing a Pupil 
Management Information System for 
Rogerson. Another pupil developed a 
data management system which could 
be used by the LTA, not only tracking 
player ranking and points, but also 
allowing tournaments to be searched by 
distance through the Google Maps API. 
The final project looked at modelling 
and improving traffic flow in Edinburgh 
(a worthwhile cause if ever there was 
one!) through a system of intelligent 
traffic lights. The boys have found these 

projects engaging and challenging in 
equal measure. 

Once again this session has seen further 
development of the Computing and 
ICT curriculum across all year groups. 
We delivered an updated syllabus in 
the Fourth Form, which has included 
an external qualification from the SQA 
in Cybersecurity Fundamentals. 100% 
of our pupils achieved success in this 
examination and will leave the year with 
practical knowledge that we hope will 
help to keep them (and their families) 
safer online. We continue to train pupils 
in a range of Computing and ICT skills 
in the Junior School, enabling pupils to 
develop familiarity with programming 
tools, and a variety of applications, 
including cloud based apps accessed on 
either their iPads or desktop PCs.

Our co-curricular offering this year 
has again focused on programming 
and logical thinking skills. The boys 
have enjoyed exploring the Python 
programming language, and an online 
development environment which allows 
them to create simple but engaging 
games, learning to plan how a character 
responds to different input conditions. 

Computing 
& ICT
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We are looking ahead to next year with 
the intention of entering the UK Bebras 
Computational Thinking Challenge -  
a competition based on logic puzzles 
which will test the sharpest of minds.

Computing and ICT is a field which is 
always changing; this is reflected in the 
past few years of almost continual course 
development. It is good to look ahead 
and anticipate a few years of stability 
with the GCSE and A Level courses now 
solidly in place. In terms of staffing, in 
addition to the ‘stalwarts’ of Mr Bisset, 
Mr Thomson, and Miss Moran, we have 
enjoyed working with Dr Nugent and 
Mr Loftus who have stepped in to help 
with the Junior curriculum and Fourth 
Form. Together, we continue to strive 
to promote Computing as a popular and 
valuable subject for all pupils, making 
technology accessible, and teaching 
outstanding thinking skills through the 
application of computational thinking. 

Mr D Thomson 
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This year in Design 
Technology & Engineering, 
we saw our first presentation 
of candidates for the new 
Design & Technology GCSE 
and the new Product Design 
A Level as well as a new A 
Level on the block - Design 
Engineering. 
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In my first year as Head of Department, 
it has been a pleasure to work alongside 
Dr Nugent in her first year as a full-time 
teacher of Design and Technology; her 
commitment to the department has been 
exceptional and she has brought with 
her a wealth of experience from her own 
time as a Head of Department.

Boys worked tirelessly on their non-
examined assessment and the A Level 
products. Designed and created at  
A Level were products including a 
fishing utility unit, a beehive, patio 
storage, a drinks cabinet and a flight 
case; while from the GCSE candidates 
we saw golf accessories, bathroom and 
kitchen storage, horses-riding and polo 
equipment, a console table and a boot 
cleaner amongst other products. The 
introduction of a marketing section in 
the GCSE course really played to the 
strengths of Mr Ogilvie Jones - given 
his years of experience in marketing 
products in industry.

From the suite of titles on offer, boys 
who opted for Design Engineering have 
enjoyed undertaking a variety of projects 
aimed at testing their understanding 
of different engineering principles, 

electronics and resistant materials. The 
boys have used these projects to become 
proficient in the different CAD/CAM 
facilities available within the department. 
The Design Engineering exam looks at 
the maths and science underlying the 
principles that are explored in the course 
and the boys have taken very well to this 
aspect of the subject.

It was a pleasure to see the huge volume of 
individual and creative products on display 
at the Art and Design Exhibition in May. 
The boys are always immensely proud to 
show off their work to subject teachers, 
parents and other visitors who attend the 
show. In addition to the examined work, 
we had a wide variety of outcomes from 
the Shell chair project: one inspired by 
an oak leaf, an interactive golf chair, an 
elephant chair, an interpretation of the 
Tetris game, a logo chair and a couple of 
Tardis (or is that Tardii?). Several boys 
chose to complement their products with 
cushions after completing their materials 
theory on Fibres and Fabrics with the 
help of our specialist Dr Nugent. The 
work produced by the Shell year groups 
has been truly impressive and this is 
testament to the dedication of both  
Dr Nugent and Mr Main.

Once again our Junior programme has 
been led by Dr Nugent. In Junior Design, 
the First Form were unstoppable when 
tasked with the Tangramtastic! project 
- a new, cross-curricular project run in 
close conjunction with their First Form 
Tutor, Mrs Torrance. The project had 
the boys transferring design ideas back 
to their literacy and numeracy classes to 
create fables and mathematical puzzles 
alongside their practical work in Design 
Technology. This year’s Second Form 
worked with accuracy and motivation 
on the ever-popular Tower of Hanoi and 
the Third Form carousel between DT, 
Electronics and Computing built a firm 
foundation of CAD/CAM and workshop 
skills to prepare the boys for extending 
these skills in the Fourth Form Buggy 
project. The latter project took a new 
twist this year with the boys designing 
their buggy roof and alloys with true 
CAD creative flair! Exciting times: 
having such talented boys coming up 
through Junior Design bodes well for 
future exam candidates.

Mr D Loftus
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The 2018-2019 academic 
year was one of significant 
changes to the Economics 
department at Merchiston. 
Jack Ferguson left after four 
years in the department and 
two new teachers joined the 
School, including Head of 
Department, Chris Robson. 
The goal was to build on 
the positive atmosphere, 
enthusiasm for the subject 
and excellent exam results 
that had been achieved under 
Mr Ferguson.

The boys appeared to enjoy the focus 
on creating links between what is 
happening in the world around them 
and the theory being studied in lessons. 
As Economics is essentially the study 
of how we make decisions, almost any 
human interaction can be seen through 
an economic lens. It was most gratifying 
to see some vibrant and informed debate 
about topics ranging from sustainability 
to income inequality to universal basic 
income.

We are pleased to report an excellent 
set of results from our Sixth Form 
leavers with five students going on to 
study Economics at university. The SQA 
Higher Economics course has proved to 
be an excellent alternative for those who 
do not wish to continue with the A Level 
at the end of Lower Sixth.

Beyond the A Level syllabus, numerous 
boys completed economics-focused 
Cecil Stagg projects, there were entries 
in the Royal Economic Society Young 
Economist of the Year and Cambridge 
Society for Economic Pluralism essay 
competitions and a visit to the Scottish 
Parliament at Holyrood.

Mr W Donkin

Economics 
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Once there were mountains 
on mountains

And once there were sun 
birds to soar with…

2017/18 was another hugely successful 
year for Merchiston’s English students. 
We were staggered by the pupils’ GCSE 
results: 100% of students achieved 
a Grade 7 or higher in the English 
Language qualification; all but three 
students achieved the same in English 
Literature, where 100% students 
achieved a Grade 5 or higher; across the 
two qualifications, 45% of the student 
body achieved the highest Level 9 Grade. 
Again, staggering.

At A Level, the story was more mixed. 
Again, there were some significant 
success stories with two students 
achieving A*s (despite some punishing 
grade boundaries which required a mark 
exceeding 93%); four more achieved 
an A (88%+); and four more again a 
B (77%). Overall, thirteen out of the 
fourteen students in our A Level cohort 
achieved a C or greater. 

Offering Higher English in the  
Upper Sixth in 2019-20 will allow  
us to diversify our Sixth Form offer and,  
we hope, ensure that all students are able 
to achieve highly at post-GCSE study 
in English.

I’d like to show you a 
million things

I’d like to make the world 
for you a better place…

In the absence for most of the year, 
of Mrs Binnie, who gave birth to the 
beautiful Katharine in July and spent 
the largest part of 2018/19 enjoying her 
maternity leave, it has been a year of 
exploration and development in English. 

We designed a new more challenging 
and, we hope, more engaging Junior 
School curriculum that will help the boys 
become more worldly, more considerate 
of others, more knowledgeable of their 
countries’ and their planet’s histories, 
cultures and of the part literature has 
played in recording and forming those. 
We have read The Lord of the Flies, from 
Treasure Island and some of the poetry 
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of Robert Burns. We have watched world 
class productions of Shakespeare’s King 
Lear and The Tempest via video. Trips to 
the Wilfred Owen Museum around the 
time of the Centenary of the Armistice 
were a highlight and the boys wrote 
some wonderful poetry in response.

We welcomed Kate Wiseman, author 
of the hilarious Gangster School 
series, to the Spawforth Library and 
are looking forward to next year, when 
our partnership with the Edinburgh 
Bookshop will allow us to organise and 
host a rich calendar of author visits and 
other showpiece literary events.

We’ll see the stars that 
shine so bright

The sky was made for us 
tonight

Another cultural highlight of the English 
department calendar returned this year: 
the A Level English trip to Stratford. Ms 
West, Dr Mechie and 15 members of the 
Lower Sixth travelled by minibus, train 
and then coach to Stratford-Upon-Avon 
and then walked all over the beautiful 

town exploring where Shakespeare lived 
and worked. 

We were privileged to see two 
outstanding productions by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, of The Taming 
of the Shrew and As You Like It. Two 
students - Kaan O and Henry B - were 
especially privileged, appearing on stage 
to act as two of love-sick Orlando’s love 
letters to cross-dressing Rosaline. The 
interactive, innovative and modern 
productions, juxtaposed to the ancient 
spaces through which Shakespeare and 
his contemporaries moved, made it a 
meaningful and an enjoyable experience 
for the students and the teachers. We 
all learned something and we all had a 
good laugh, which is how Shakespeare is 
meant to be.

I’m not going to get too 
sentimental

Like those other sticky 
valentines…

Because that’s not what they would want. 
Two titans of the English Department 
leave us this summer after considerably 

more than a half-century’s service to 
Merchiston. Mr and Mrs Williams’ 
dedication to the department, to the 
library and to wider-school life has been 
an inspiration to staff and students for 
longer than the bulk of the remaining 
English Department has been alive. 
Enthusiastic, passionate and absolutely 
fundamentally decent folk both, we have 
all learned so much from them. We are 
sad to see them retire, happy that they 
do so together and, most of all, we are 
grateful for what they have done.

Dr C Mechie
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A Level trip 
to Stratford-upon-Avon
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The English Literature 
and History A Level trip to 
Stratford-upon-Avon began 
fairly early in the morning 

at the front of School for us 
to get to Waverley Station 

for our train. 

However, we soon realised that  
getting on the train was not our main 
concern, as one member of Lower 
Sixth Form unwittingly decided to go 
to Coventry rather than get off at the 
platform with the rest of the group. 
Following this misunderstanding of whose 
bag was whose, we took a short coach ride 
into the centre of Stratford, just outside 
Birmingham. Once we were settled into 
our accommodation, Dr Mechie and Miss 
West took the group into town to look 
at the architecture of the 17th century 
housing, as well as to grasp an idea of what 
the town’s atmosphere was like for our 
weekend away. 

Following our walk, we dined at the 
Old Thatch Tavern, the oldest pub 
in Stratford, where we were treated 
to drinks and camembert before the 
first play of the trip, The Taming of the 
Shrew. This was many of the boys’ first 
Shakespeare performance and was 
described as “A landmark production and 
exuberantly entertaining.” Furthermore, 
the production starred Claire Price 
as Petruchia, who gave a powerful 
performance as the gender roles had 
switched - a modern twist on the  
ancient tale. 

On the second day of our trip to 
Stratford-upon-Avon we were given a 
guided tour of the historic town and 
all things Shakespeare: we visited his 
family’s homes, including the one 
he grew up in, as well as the school 
he presumably attended and, most 
interesting of all, we visited his local 
church in which there is a coloured bust 
which was commissioned by his family 
after his death. As we visited all these 
places throughout our tour we were 
finally able to appreciate how successful 
he was in his lifetime. He owned 
multiple properties, including the largest 
in Stratford as well as his family home 
and a house in London; this is in part 
due to his business acumen - rather than 
be exploited by theatre companies, he 
invested in his own.

Later on that day we were allowed some 
time to ourselves to explore the town, 
many of us flocking to the market stalls 
and shops on the high street After this 
we dined for a second time at the Old 
Thatch Tavern prior to watching the 
famous comedy As You Like It which, 
similar to the first performance we 
had watched, was as enthralling as it 
was amusing. This play was even better 
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received by our group because of its 
audience participation: we got to see an 
audience member take a pancake to the 
face; as well, two of our own peers ended 
up onstage. 

Day Three was our last day in Stratford-
upon-Avon. On that day, we visited one 
of the most important Shakespearean 
places in Warwickshire: Mary Arden’s 
farm. Mary Arden was Shakespeare’s 
mother, which meant that the farm had 
a special connection to Shakespeare, 
the place where the famous playwright 
spent many of his bright childhood 
days. In addition to this, the farm gave 
us historical insights about life in the 
countryside during the Tudor era. One 
of the most memorable moments there 
were with the pigs and piglets, which 
seemed to excite and overwhelm each 
and every member of our group. The 
culmination of our trip to the farm was 
the birds of prey show. Funnily enough, 
the show went awry when the main 
actor, Owl Owen, flew away half way 
through the spectacle. Despite this, 
the event proved to be both fun and 
educational.

The second part of the day was spent on 
the train back to Edinburgh and, even 
then, things did not cease to surprise 
us; for example, the hero of the first day, 
Henry, was able to get a free meal deal in 
the train cafeteria. Another, though less 
pleasant, surprise was a 40 minute delay 
because of cows on the tracks.

Overall, in spite of a sweet-bitter ending 
to our journey, the trip turned out to be 
very entertaining, giving us important 
background information about 
Shakespeare’s life and literature.

Findlay-Broch M, Henry B, Nikita K
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And another year flies by ... 
Much active fun has been  
had by all year groups in the 
name of Geography! 

Second Form have enjoyed getting stuck 
into the Water of Leith (which borders 
the northern edge of our school grounds) 
on their active field day in the Lent Term, 
as well as discovering field measurement 
and presentation techniques for 
investigating river processes. 

Third Form had a wet, windy but 
enjoyable day undertaking village studies 
in West Linton (located in the base of the 
Pentland Hills) about 30 minutes’ drive 
west of school). 

Fourth Form were again intrepid 
researching the Geography of Crime 
which involved a range of fieldwork 
techniques - ranging from field 
observation scoring pre-determined 
criteria of burglarability, to interviewing 
members of the public about causes of / 
prevalence of / solutions to crime in four 
contrasting areas of Edinburgh). 

The IGCSE year groups enjoyed field 
observation of urban zones in the old 
inner area of Edinburgh: they researched 
the use and effectiveness of coastal 
defences in Portobello (SE Edinburgh), 
and measured in detail variables of 
The Lyne Water from its source in the 
Pentland Hills to its confluence with  

the River Tweed just west of Peebles. 
This provided them with their field data 
for their IGCSE Coursework, the write-
up of which is graded towards 27.5% of 
their IGCSE qualification. 

Meanwhile, in what was Edinburgh’s 
once busy port of Leith, which has 
since undergone deindustrialization 
and dereliction due to the ‘global shift’ 
of main manufacturing industries 
away from their traditional hubs in 
Western Europe, our Sixth Form pupils 
have been researching the success and 
effectiveness of regeneration activities. 
These have been taking place there in an 
effort to revive economic activity in the 
area, and once more make it a thriving 
hub that attracts in-migration and 
development. Many of the Sixth Form 
found it interesting to interpret from 
their field research the interesting web 
of ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ impacting on 
the communities, both past and present. 
Their write-up from this research is 
graded towards 20% of their final A 
Level qualification.

During the Easter holidays the 
Department enjoyed taking 34 pupils on 
the biennial expedition to Iceland. The 

Geography
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weather was kind to us, and we enjoyed 
mostly sunny days. The blue skies and 
relative warmth show the spectacular 
and dramatic landscape off so well. The 
pupils’ favorites are often the wide flat 
fluvial outwash plain where four glaciers 
descend from their valleys on their 
way to the sea; another is where large 
blocks of icebergs are washed onto the 
beaches by the waves close to where the 
estuary from a glacial lagoon enters the 
sea. Another favorite is to watch large 
blocks of glacier ice break off from the 
snouts of glaciers into the glacial lagoon, 
where they begin to float out to sea. 
And then there are the black volcanic 
beaches, the spectacular waterfalls, not 
to mention,wallowing in the outdoor hot 
tubs in -10°C under the Northern Lights 
and a starry sky … and many more! (See 
separate write-up in this magazine for 
further details).

Many challenges have been met well in 
the classroom also. Upper Sixth pupils 
have worked their way so well through 
all the learning activities involved in 
their study of water conflicts, energy 
security, the rise and fall of superpowers, 
human rights and geopolitical 
interventions, to add to their Lower 
Sixth learning already completed. They 

valiantly tackled the three examinations 
in June. We all wish them every success 
with their results in August. 

Lower Sixth have worked extremely 
well at the course material on the topics 
of coastal dynamics, tectonic hazards, 
regenerating urban landscapes, and 
globalisation, as well as completing the 
first draft of their coursework worth 
20% of their final A Level grade. 

Fifth Form worked very well up to the 
last minute in preparation for their 
examinations which, nerve-wrackingly, 
tend to be the first external examinations 
they take! 

We have also been delighted this year 
to enjoy the presence of Mr Bogdan 
as a temporary teacher for much of 
February to May. Many of the year 
groups who were guided and taught by 
him enjoyed his energy, enthusiasm, 
and broad knowledge that reflects more 
than 45 years of teaching experience 
in prestigious schools in the South. He 
instigated the ‘Stairs Society’, named 
after W G Stairs, an intrepid explorer 
of Africa and former Merchistonian 
(the name also reflects the three flights 
of stairs one has to climb to reach the 

Geography department on the third  
floor of the Mt Olympus building!).  
Mr Bogdan inspired those who attended 
with wide ranging brief presentations on 
often off-beat topics; these culminated 
in discussion, invariably accompanied 
by ginger beer! We look forward to 
challenging many in future years to 
enjoy presenting to this Society - which 
we have every intention of continuing.

There are lots of things here to inspire us 
all into even greater efforts next year. Yet 
another year has come to an end. Roll on 
the next!

Dr T Bower 

Academic Reviews
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During the Easter Holidays 
the Geography department 

enjoyed taking 34 Fourth 
Form and Shell pupils on 

the biennial expedition 
to Iceland. The weather 

was kind to us, and we 
enjoyed mostly sunny 

days. The blue skies and 
relative warmth intensify 
experiences as well as the 
spectacular and dramatic 

landscapes.

Our adventures started the moment 
the Air Iceland flight from Glasgow 
touched down; we were straight into a 
coach driving across miles of flat black 
lava plains on our way into Reykjavik 
- the capital city - and to their outdoor 
municipal swimming pool. Their air 
temperatures were some -15C, but the 
water was beautifully warm - naturally 
heated by geothermal water coming up 
from depths in the volcanically active 
earth below. A few tried the ice-bath 
(most finding it barely possible to stay in 
it even for a complete second!), with the 
bubbling hot intake of geothermal water 
more popular. 

From there we went on to our first 
hotel, the Viking Hotel, where all had 
great fun sleeping in pine wood chalets, 
noting the strong sulphur smell of the 
hot geothermal water tapped into the 
bathrooms. The striking Viking theme 
in the underground restaurant was fun, 
and the locally caught Icelandic fish with 
chips were a success. Everyone slept very 
well, glowing from the adventures they 
had already had and looking forward to 
the next.

There was more blue sky and sunshine 

the next morning. Via a tour of the inner 
workings of one of several geothermal 
power stations in Iceland, and an 
earthquake simulator (in one of the 
local shopping centres), we travelled 
out to one of Iceland’s main glaciers to 
don crampons, hard hats, and ice axes. 
We hiked along the glacier exploring 
its moraines, crevasses, and surfaces in 
small groups, each being led by a glacier 
expert. The scenery was beautiful, as 
heavy snow showers punctuated the 
otherwise blue sky and sunshine. The 
sights, sounds and smells will stay with 
us all.

There is no space to explain every 
adventure enjoyed on this expedition, 
but I will mention a few more that were 
highlights for many. 

The next few days were spent travelling 
along the south coast road.

Many a lava field was crossed, as we 
followed the flat risen plains formed 
from raised lava fields across which 
many spectacular waterfalls (some with 
just a trickle, others with vast volumes 
of water) cascade spectacularly. Many 
landslips were also observed. 

Fourth Form and Shell 
Expedition to Iceland  

28 March - 2 April 
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That night we arrived at our destination 
just in time to enjoy the spectacular 
black volcanic coastal beaches and 
landforms at sunset. We rose early in 
the morning to enjoy them at sunrise 
as well. The Northern Lights showed 
during the night, although we did find it 
difficult to rouse the pupils to show them 
as they were so exhausted from their first 
two days already!

Next we proceeded further east, through 
one of my favorite places: at a wide flat 
fluvial outwash plain, there is the sight 
of four glaciers descending from their 
valleys on their way to the sea. Our 
destination was a glacial lagoon where 
large blocks of glacier ice break off from 
the snouts of glaciers, fall into the lagoon 
(one of which caused a mini tidal wave 
from which spectators had to flee), and 
begin to float out to sea. The silence of 
the vast landscape makes an impact. 
A walk along the estuary to where 
the lagoon flows into the sea led to an 
amazing sight on the beach: large blocks 
of icebergs, washed back onto the beach 
by the waves, glisten like diamonds in 
the sunshine, particularly spectacular 
against the black volcanic lava sand. 

Of the next days, one is always a favorite! 
We set off for the ‘Golden Triangle’, first 
to the ‘Secret Lagoon’ where we enjoyed 
swimming in a natural outdoor pool. 
We had to be careful where we swam 
as several streams were a constant feed 
of water to this lagoon, all entering at 
100°C! It is not surprising that on every 
horizon we saw glowing greenhouses (all 
heated by naturally upwelling hot water) 
that provide Iceland with a good supply 
of vegetables, salad crops, and fruit. 

Other highlights on this day included the 
spouting geyser, which is due to spout 
every five minutes or so. Catching this 
on camera is far from easy, and ensuring 
none of the pupils accidentally wanders 
too close to the 100°C water rising 
some 30m into the air and being blown 
laterally by the wind is quite a task! 

Other highlights included a waterfall 
that would rival Niagara or the Victoria 
Falls. Then at Thingvellir National Park 
we walked along the chasm between the 
Eurasia Plate and the North American 
Plate where they come together here on 
land, and one can stand astride them, 
with one foot on each tectonic plate.

That evening we stayed at a rural 
farmstead, where each year group had 
a separate lodge, each with a large 
outdoor hot tub. The pupils so enjoyed 
this experience, both before supper as 
the sun went down and then in the dark 
after supper under a starry sky.

We keep all our expeditions active and 
busy. It can be a challenge to wake up 
the pupils in the middle of the night 
should the Northern Lights show - and 
this night was no exception. The staff 
were woken up by the night watchman 
at about 2am to say the northern lights 
were showing. First one had to negotiate 
a roughly ploughed field covered in 
about a foot of snow to get to the other 
side of the farm buildings for the best 
view. Having checked the showing, one 
then had to navigate back again to wake 
up the pupils. This meant knocking, 
banging, calling, kicking - the doors not 
the pupils, I promise! At last one pupil 
was roused, who roused the others, and 
some spectacular photos were taken, and 
life-experience enjoyed, which will be 
long remembered.

On the final day, our plans were 
thwarted by such bad weather that 
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the ferry was cancelled; it prevented 
us from reaching the active volcano of 
Eldfell which had last erupted in 1973, 
on the Island of Hiamaey. We instead 
travelled beyond the rain storms to enjoy 
spectacular waterfalls that we could walk 
behind, and another hidden in a cave. 

Finally we went back to the beautiful 
pine chalets of the Viking Hotel for a few 
hours’ sleep prior to our 4am wake-up to 
catch the flight back to Glasgow. It is not 
surprising that not one of the group was 
awake on the flight home, nor on the 
coach back to school from there.

As the expedition proceeded I would 
occasionally ask one or other pupil 
whether they were enjoying themselves. 
Responses, such as, ‘I can hardly believe 
I am here’, and ‘I am so looking forward 
to what still has to come’; also the 
elation on pupils’ faces when enjoying 
the novelty of the hot tubs under the icy 
cold Icelandic air and starry sky, with 
the glow of the Northern lights in the 
background: these make all the effort of 
organizing and running such expeditions 
well worthwhile.

A big thank you to the whole team  
of staff involved in this expedition’s 
success: Dr Bower and Major Ewing 
(joint leaders), and to Rev. Blair,  
Mrs Blakeman, and Dr Pettigrew.

Many a memory and photograph will 
continue to be treasured for many, 
many years to come by every one of the 
expedition team.

Dr T Bower 
Head of Geography and joint Leader  
of the Expedition
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They say that the ancient 
Chinese had a proverb: “May 
you live in interesting times.” 
Whether you see that as a 
blessing or a curse, our times 
have seldom been more 
interesting. 

Academic Reviews
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As I write this, on the one hand our 
national politics is characterised by 
stasis and uncertainty while, on the 
other, we stand on the cusp of the 
biggest transformation in Britain’s (and 
Scotland’s) place in the world that we 
have seen since the end of Empire. 
History and Politics are the subjects 
which help us to make sense of this; to 
see through the muddle, to explain how 
we got here and, perhaps, to suggest a 
way forward.

Politics continues to be a subject that 
thrives at Merchiston, and we are 
enjoying bigger Sixth Form numbers in 
2018/19 than we have seen for many 
years. We have recently completed the 
full transition through to the newly 
reformed A Level and, while there have 
been challenges along the way, we in 
the department are certain that we have 
hit upon a course that both challenges 
and stimulates our boys. We study 
many aspects of UK Politics in depth, 
including the role of Parliament and 
Cabinet, and the ideas of the political 
parties, through to the role that pressure 
groups and the judiciary play in our 
political system. We also study some of 
the major ideas that have shaped western 

political thought; namely conservatism, 
socialism, liberalism and ecologism; 
and we study global issues concerning 
power, international relations and 
humanitarianism. Our boys find it a 
fascinating course: it has certainly never 
been more needed for understanding 
our world.

Our History courses continue to develop 
well, with an excellent set of academic 
results in summer 2018, and we were 
delighted that one of our students 
received an offer from Oxford University 
to read History there. Our programme 
of trips was slightly smaller this year, but 
we took our group of Second Formers 
to Stirling and Bannockburn to support 
their study of the Scottish Wars of 
Independence, and our Lower Sixth 
Form Politics students visited a lively 
session of First Minister’s Questions at 
the Scottish Parliament.

We were glad to welcome back two 
old faces as special visiting speakers 
this year. Professor Harry Dickinson 
is a world authority on the American 
Revolution; he came to Merchiston to 
share his insights with our Lower Sixth 
historians who study this topic for A 

Level. He first visited Merchiston in 
2010, so we were delighted to play host 
to him again. Even closer to home, Dr 
Malcolm Craig, a former History teacher 
at Merchiston and now an academic 
at Liverpool John Moores University, 
returned to speak at our Scholars’ 
Dinner and to run a workshop with  
our Fifth Form Historians about the  
Cold War. 

Last year I reflected that, these days, only 
a fool would make confident predictions 
about what the future holds. I shan’t 
fulfil my own prophecy here; but I will 
say that, when I write next year, I’m 
fairly confident that our times will be 
every bit as “interesting” as they are now. 
I’m equally confident that History and 
Politics will remain our best guides to 
making sense of them.

Mr S Thompson



50

Academic Reviews

Mathematics

Once again, the year  
2018/19 started with news 
of a very strong set of results 
at IGCSE and A level. We were 
delighted that so many pupils’ 
and staff members’ hard 
work had paid off, and that 
the Department continues 
to be one of the strongest 
performing in the School. 

This year the Department continued to 
deliver IGCSE Mathematics in IV, Shell 
and Fifth Form, whilst the new A level 
was delivered in the Sixth Form. 

Miss Mullan was, for the first time, 
the brilliant organiser of the Prep and 
Primary Schools Maths Fun Day for 
children of P5 age; this was a very 
successful day, with around 30 schools 
taking part. Last year we were granted a 
generous contribution by the Edinburgh 
Mathematical Society (EMS), which we 
used to acquire magic cubes to entertain 
the children at various stages during  
the day.

The Department this year enhanced 
further its provision for pupils in 
external competitions, and indeed these 
continued to be opened to all sets. There 
followed a very impressive set of results, 
as follows:

•  Senior Mathematics Challenge:  
10 gold, 11 silver, 17 bronze, 1 
British Mathematics Olympiad 
qualifier, 10 European Kangaroo 
qualifiers

•  Intermediate Mathematics 
Challenge: 7 gold, 11 silver,  
13 bronze, 1 Intermediate  
Maths Olympiad qualification,  
5 qualifications for the  
European Kangaroo

•  Junior Mathematics Challenge:  
3 gold, 4 silver, 15 bronze. 

As in the previous years, we participated 
in the UKMT Senior Team Mathematics 
Challenge. Whilst we did not qualify for 
the National Final as in previous years, 
we performed very creditably and put 
the School’s name ‘on the map’ in this 
competition. We look forward to another 
tilt at this competition next year. 

We also entered the Junior Team 
Mathematics Challenge: our team did 
not qualify among the first three teams 
but participation served as a very good 
experience for future competitions and 
the four pupils involved gained plenty in 
terms of mathematical skills (during the 
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preparation) and amusement on the day.

For the first time, some of our pupils 
entered the Scottish Maths Challenge, 
Lothian and Borders Area. Two of them 
achieved a Silver and were invited to 
participate in the Prize-giving Ceremony 
at Heriot-Watt University on Friday 31 
May. The highlight of the afternoon was 
a talk on Game Theory, showing how 
Maths has a lot to offer to those who  
love to win.

Another successful event of the year 
was the Shell Form trip to the Playing 
for Real - Maths Inspiration Show 
which took place at George Square 
Lecture Theatre, Edinburgh. The 
interactive talk was a journey through 
the important maths contained in 
games, from managing money to out-
thinking competitors, using probability, 
percentages and problem-solving skills  
to solve puzzles and win games.

We continue to have enormous footfall 
in the Department, with the vast 
majority of pupils throughout the School 
studying the subject, and we continue 
to aim for as high achievement as is 
possible for each and every pupil. In 
the run up to exams, it was wonderful 

and exciting to see so many of our 
Upper Sixth Form pupils populating 
the Department on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons, after lessons, to 
practise papers under exam conditions. 
Pupils and teachers were united by 
the common effort of giving their best 
beforehand in view of such important 
milestones.

I am sad that this year will mark the end 
of the teaching career at Merchiston for 
two stunningly brilliant teachers, Miss 
Mullan and Mr Brown (in order of time 
spent in the Department). Both of them 
have made a deep impression on so many 
students’ journeys and will be terribly 
missed by staff and pupils alike. They 
were an asset to the Department not just 
for their professionalism, but also for 
their human qualities, that pupils have 
much appreciated. 

I am delighted that Mrs Duncan, an 
extremely experienced and effective 
teacher of Mathematics, will be joining 
us in September. She is especially 
passionate about Statistics and there is 
no doubt that she will inspire pupils at 
both IGCSE an A level to develop their 
knowledge of this part of Mathematics.

Thus, among departures and arrivals, 
the Department continues to look lively, 
with staff and pupils sharing the sitting 
area in the foyer. Many interesting 
conversations, one-to-one tutorials and 
small group revision sessions happen 
there, with the help of cups of tea. The 
Friday Great Maths Bake Off continues 
to thrive, with even fiercer research for 
the best recipe to stun colleagues!

Dr F Vian
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The international nature of 
the Merchiston community 
is underlined by the variety 
of languages spoken by 
pupils. This year, our core 
timetabled languages have 
been Spanish, Mandarin and 
French, with German and 
Russian taught alongside 
these, and individual pupils 
pursuing qualifications 
in other languages; 
this year, Turkish and 
Cantonese appeared on the 
Examinations timetable. 

The year has seen changes in staffing  
and adjustment to recent examination 
and qualification shifts, and we have 
covered both English (GCSE and  
A Level) and Scottish (Nat 5, Higher, 
Advanced Higher) curricula. In this year 
of imminent change on the international 
stage, we are reminded that language 
studies broaden horizons, heighten 
historical awareness, and open doors. 
The opportunities for our boys who have 
a range of skills, but who can also liaise, 
socialise and do business with those 
from other parts of the world, might  
just become significantly greater. 

A number of events and visits organised 
this session give an idea of how real-life 
implementation of language skills can 
support learning and create links.

In October, Glasgow-based company 
Articulate ran a Language Immersion 
Day for Fourth Form French and 
Spanish learners, involving outdoor 
team building and creative workshops. 
In the morning, the boys worked their 
way through a series of puzzles and 
challenges set in the grounds of the 
school, all requiring teamwork,  
problem solving and communication 

skills. In the Memorial Hall, they 
worked in small groups to create the 
script for a short survival film - all in 
French or Spanish. Harry Potter and 
Bear Grylls were prominent sources of 
inspiration. After lunch, each group had 
the opportunity to bring their film to life. 
The boys had fun dressing up, acting out 
their films and using their language skills 
at the same time. 

The European Day of Languages was 
marked with a series of different activities 
and events: Fourth Form took part in 
a national competition in which they 
created a Spanish ‘Recipe for Happiness’, 
whilst the Second and Third Form tried 
their hand at teaching one another 
Finnish …!

The Edinburgh Spanish Film Festival, 
now in its fifth year of showcasing the 
best of contemporary Spanish cinema 
from the previous 12 months, is generally 
staffed by students of Spanish at 
Edinburgh University and is an exciting 
opportunity to engage with the Spanish 
community in Edinburgh. This year, 
Upper Sixth and Fifth Form pupils went 
to see the opening film Handia (Big), 
set in the Basque Country and offering 
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an insight into this aspect of Spanish 
culture and identity. One of the directors 
of Handia was present to introduce his 
work and, following the screening, the 
festival hosted a Q&A session with him, 
interpreted by a student from Heriot-
Watt University. 

On 9 November 2018, 25 Shell and Fifth 
Form boys who are studying Mandarin 
attended the fifth SCEN (Scotland China 
Education Network) Scotland China 
Youth Summit at Perth Concert Hall. It 
was a fantastic opportunity for the boys 
to meet University representatives and 
leaders from various industries which 
are involved with Chinese markets. 
Over 500 delegates from schools and 
organisations across Scotland and 
China attended the Summit. It is very 
exciting to observe the number of people 
studying Chinese, encouraging the links 
between Scotland and China, as well 
as the market demands for Mandarin-
speaking graduates in various industries. 
It was also inspirational to see the 
experiences different schools and pupils 
have had with China projects and trips. 
Our boys (Charles, Ben and Will) made 
a great impression on guest speakers 
with their talk on their experiences of 
Shenzhen and Chinese learning. 

Merchiston works closely with other 
Scottish schools to provide opportunities 
for Lower Sixth to focus on improving 
their communication and critical 
analysis skills. Each year, we co-organise, 
with five other schools, Language 
Immersion Days; this year we attended 
a Spanish Immersion Day. Also, in 
Lent Term we were guests at Stewart’s 
Melville for a Lower Sixth French 
Workshop. These combined events also 
enable pupils to engage and socialise 
with a different set of contemporaries. 

This social aspect is nowhere so central 
as with the popular Chinese New Year 
Dinner. Our boys were joined by girls 
from both St George’s and Kilgraston 
at the Imperial Palace restaurant to 
bring in the Year of the Pig. As well as 
delicious Chinese food, all who attended 
received a traditional red gift packet 
containing money and Chinese proverbs. 
Entertainment was provided by pupils 
from the three schools, with Merchiston 
boys Charles and Tommy standing out 
with their impressive talent on the piano 
and cello.

We bid farewell to colleagues this 
session: to Anja Komischke, teacher 

of German, and Heng (Hayley), our 
Mandarin assistant, both of whom leave 
us after a year; and to Madame Gray, 
who left at Christmas after leading the 
department for over a decade. We wish 
them well. 

Dr C Flanagan
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The Physical Education 
Department continues 
to strive for success at 
Merchiston; in August we 
received some excellent 
Sixth Form academic results 
as well as some simply 
outstanding GCSE results. 

The GCSE results were the best we have 
had in years with over 80% of the class 
achieving a 7 and above. Congratulations 
must go to the following boys who were 
top of the class achieving 9 s. 

Archie F

David T

Oscar W

As a Department we continue to make 
the boys understand the importance 
of exercising for a lifetime through 
our core PE and swimming lessons. 
Our curriculum makes boys learn the 
fundamental motor skills that enable 
them to develop the competence to 
make safe and successful participation in 
a wide range of sports, whilst becoming 

physically fitter and improving their 
knowledge of different sports. It also 
gives the boys insight into being more 
creative, cooperative and into how to 
tackle different individual or group 
challenges. Setting goals is another 
aspect of our curriculum and we expect 
each pupil to set termly targets so they 
can self-reflect and evaluate their own 
performances. Hopefully, this will help 
them set realistic goals and expectations 
as they complete their final two years 
at Merchiston. This is all achieved 
through the department adhering to the 
Significant Aspects of Learning (SALs) 
curriculum in each lesson.

Mr C Harrison
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As a new addition to 
the department, Chris 
King bought a wealth of 
experience of teaching 
Higher Physics as well as 
a relaxed and humorous 
approach to the subject 
that was enjoyed by the 
boys. Having successfully 
navigated teaching the GCSE 
and A Level courses, Chris 
now continues to develop 
his career as he moves 
to a school in London in 
September. The not so new 
linear A Level has provided a 
worthy challenge for the boys 
in the Sixth Form over the 
last few years and the new 
9-1 IGCSE course, completed 
for the first time this year, 
has provided the same 
rigour and challenge for the 
Fifth Form. As a department 
we have introduced two 

other bespoke courses this 
year: Numeracy, or problem 
solving, in Physics and 
Literacy in Physics. These 
courses have been offered 
to all Sixth Form students 
alongside the traditional 
extension classes.

Olympiad success continues with Stuart 
S achieving a Silver and Doheon K 
a Bronze in the Upper Sixth Physics 
Olympiad. In the AS Physics Challenge, 
Hector S scored the top Bronze I award 
with Bryan X, Hamzah R, Han Jang, 
Kavin B, Thomas L and Brodan J also 
securing Bronze II awards. The GCSE 
Physics Challenge saw Freddie D and 
Thomas D achieve a Gold and Shaoyang 
P a Silver award. Bronze awards were 
gained by Christian B, Min S, Adam B, 
Rohan R, Vinzenz K and Daniel X.

The 36th annual Prestige Physics lecture 
was given by Dr David Macfarlane from 
St Andrews University. 110 students from 
seven schools enjoyed the opportunity 
to consider how emerging technology 
is changing the way we monitor and 
interact with the environment and 
through the use of very short wavelength 
radar; examples included an in-depth 
look at body scanning for airport 
security, remote monitoring of highly 
active volcanoes such as the Montserrat 
lava dome and use with robot guided 
boats. The interactive demonstration 
featured a working room-scanning 
radar that allowed the students to see 
themselves being scanned in real time. 
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It was great to see so many of the 
students asking questions, staying to 
talk to the lecturer after the event and 
enjoying talking with each other about 
Physics and technology.

Out and about, the Fettes lecture 
presented by Professor Aidan Robson 
set the term off to a good start by 
considering the achievements of the 
LHC at CERN and the success in finding 
the elusive Higgs particle. Twenty boys 
attended the lecture which gave a clear 
and concise recap of some of the most 
fundamental Physics from the last few 
years. The talk concluded with “Consider 
what next” and gave an insight into what 
might be achieved in the next years of 
Physics research. The boys made the 
most of the opportunity to ask questions 
and, for the Lower Sixth, get a glimpse 
of the what A Level Physics has in store. 
Later in the year boys attended a talk by 
Professor Martin A. Hendry, a Professor 
of Gravitational Astrophysics and 
Cosmology from University of Glasgow. 
The title of the talk was Exploring the 
Dark Side of the Universe and it explored 
the concepts of dark matter, dark energy, 
and much more.

Mr P Nicholls
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Taking full advantage 
of weekend leave, ten 

Upper Sixth Form Physics 
students accompanied by 
Mr King and Mr Nicholls 

set off on Friday afternoon 
for CERN. Arriving late 

at night in Geneva, it 
was straight to the iconic 
Geneva Youth Hostel for 

check in.

Saturday morning was spent on site at 
CERN where the tour group experienced 
the ATLAS control room and the 
Cryogenics testing facilities and were 
able to see for real so many parts of 
the A Level Physics course in action. 
At lunch in the CERN restaurant the 
Director General of CERN, Fabiola 
Gianotti, was able to ask the boys about 
their ambitions and offer advice to those 
hoping to pursue a career in Science 
and Engineering. The educational visit 
culminated in an exhaustive tour of 
Microcosm, the CERN visitor centre… 
and the gift shop.

After enjoying some free time on 
Saturday afternoon, the group convened 
for dinner at a favourite Italian 
restaurant. 

Sunday was a day for tourism as the 
cable carried the boys to the top of 
Mount Salève for stunning panoramic 
views of Geneva and the Alps as well 
as the opportunity for lunch. Back 
on the shore of Lake Geneva the Jet 
d’Eau provided a good discussion of 
Physics and some interesting photo 
opportunities. Sunday night culminated 
at a traditional Fondue restaurant with 

the boys taking full advantage of the  
‘all you can eat’ offer. 

Monday morning saw the end of the 
good weather but, braving the elements, 
a quick visit to the UN building and the 
Botanic Gardens was possible before 
departure. 

As on the flight out, Mr Nicholls 
conducted experiments on the aircraft 
to measure the acceleration down the 
runway using a pendulum and then the 
boys settled to their Physics homework 
as the prospect of school loomed once 
again. A thoroughly enjoyable and 
educational trip was enjoyed by all 
with good weather, good food and 
good science in abundance.

Mr P Nicholls

CERN
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PSHE and Life Skills are 
subjects that, although they 
are not formally assessed, 
are absolutely vital to the 
development of young minds 
and a way to give to pupils 
the opportunities to reflect, 
discuss and engage with  
real-life topics that can 
impact on all of us.

The slightly less formal nature of the 
lessons is essential to enable pupils to 
feel comfortable to talk openly, learn 
about, and debate the topics at hand. 
These subjects, along with the great 
work that goes on in the Houses and 
classrooms, are a significant part of 
the glue that ties all aspects of the 
Merchiston boy’s life together. The 
development of character and good 
people is essential, and we aim to 
continue to use PSHE and Life skills 
as vehicles to help each pupil see that 
everything is connected.

In PSHE and Life Skills this year the 
topics the pupils have engaged with 
include:

  Rights & Responsibilities, Assessing 
Risk, Hygiene for Health, Sexual 
Health and Relationships, Risk 
Taking - Alcohol and Substance 
Misuse, Wellbeing, Health in Our 
World, The Media and Body Image, 
Mind MOT - coping with pressure, 
Equality, Bullying Awareness, 
Internet Safety, Eat Yourself 
Happy!, Attitude - build your brand, 
Resilience - easier said than done, 
Be Yourself - peer pressure, Revision 
Skills, Poverty and Development, 
Economic Well-Being, Citizenship 
and the UK Political System, 
Bereavement and Loss, and a 
Review of the Year.

One of the highlights was the Second 
Form fundraising campaign for WE Walk 
for Water, done as part of the Poverty 
and Development and Citizenship 
cycles. The pupils raised over £1300 for 
the charity through their work in PSHE 
on the project and by completing the 
Pringle sponsored walk. This great work 
on working towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals (Goal 6, Clean Water 

Academic Reviews

PSHE & 
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and Sanitation) was also echoed by the 
Third Form who had a focus on Goal 13, 
Climate Action with their projects.

Visiting speakers
We have also had several external guests 
come in to deliver excellent talks to the 
pupils, including:

Ricky Munday, who summited 
Everest earlier the same year, delivered 
inspirational talks to our boys from 
Pringle to the Sixth Form and spent time 
talking to boys individually who wanted 
to know more about his adventures;

A hypnotist, Martin Taylor, provided an 
incredibly entertaining evening of fun 
for the Sixth Form, while demonstrating 
the power of suggestion and how the 
boys might learn to employ this in their 
own learning.

Julie Wilkinson from Brave the Rage 
delivered her animated presentation on 
anti-bullying to all pupils from Second 
Form to Shell;

Property Rugby Club (PRC) founder 
Alan Nash and Ian Gray delivered a 
presentation to the Sixth Form pupils on 
all things property: how to rent, be a good 
tenant, how to own property, and even 
how to build a career in the industry;

Leonie Griffin and Catriona Scott of 
the Stewart Ivory Educational Trust ran 
financial workshops for the Upper Sixth 
Form, which were rated by the boys as “a 
solid 8/10!”;

Melanie Allan presented to the Shell 
Form on Internet Safety;

Police Scotland came in to run several 
sessions on Internet Safety for our 
Second, Third and Shell Forms;

Fay Yeng from Chartwells came in to 
deliver a hands-on nutrition session 
with the Third Form where they made 
and marketed healthy energy bars and 
she also ran a Ready, Steady, Cook 
competition for the Fourth Form and 
Food Survival Guide Sessions for our 
Lower Sixth and guests from St George’s;

Members of the Scottish Blood 
Transfusion Unit addressed the Sixth 
Form in Assembly, and Mrs Fiona 
Jennings spoke to the same group about 
her son, Sandy (Merchistonian), his 
battle with illness, and becoming bone 
marrow donors.

MVP
The MVP (Mentors in Violence 
Prevention) programme that was 
introduced last year was a great success 
and has grown this year with nine pupils 
undertaking the training and then 
delivering important sessions to younger 
pupils in the Third and Fourth Forms.

Sessions are delivered to the Sixth Form 
Pupils in their Life Skills lessons and the 
new group of Lower Sixth Form Mentors 
have been training with Mr Main and 
Mrs Nicol, along with last year’s trained 
Mentors, to deliver these sessions to the 
Third and Fourth Forms during Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons. The younger 
pupils really engage well with the hard-
hitting topics and respond brilliantly to 
the leadership of their older mentors. 
Topics that have been covered include 
these: looking at different types of abuse, 
gender stereotyping, insults, online 
safety and expectations of others.

Mentors in Violence Prevention is a 
concept that was developed in the USA 
to reduce violent crime by changing 

attitudes at a much lower level using 
what is called the ‘bystander approach’. 
This means that the programme aims 
to empower bystanders with the skills 
and confidence to challenge negative 
behaviour and attitudes without ever 
putting themselves in harm’s way.

One of the biggest barriers to pupils 
challenging negative behaviour can be 
fear of the attention being turned to 
them, yet the fact remains that most 
other people feel the same way and want 
to have the confidence to challenge the 
negative behaviour they see around them, 
be it verbal, emotional or physical abuse.

With the pupils seeing massive 
benefits in terms of leadership 
training, developing confidence with 
public speaking, presentation skills 
through leading lessons, and positive 
relationships with younger pupils that 
they may go on to be Prefects for, the 
programme is set to expand yet again 
with many more pupils anticipated to 
apply for roles next year. This is fantastic 
news as MVP is a massively important 
tool to cultivate a positive and supportive 
ethos at Merchiston, one that encourages 
respectful dialogue on difficult topics.

Staff are made aware of the PSHE 
cycles and support in delivering positive 
messages to the pupils via their lessons 
and activities, as well as through 
the PSHE and Life Skills lessons, 
Headmaster’s and sectional assemblies, 
and all of the good work that is going on 
in Houses.

We anticipate further growth in all 
aspects of our PSHE and Life Skills 
provision next year to create the well-
rounded Merchiston boy!

Mr F Main
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It is impossible to start 
this report without 

thanking Miss Johnston, 
as she departs from our 
Castle walls to pastures 
new in Russia to pursue 

her dream of becoming an 
academic. During her 

time at Merchiston, 
the department launched 

its lunchtime concert 
series, its new musical 
outreach program, and 
most importantly, she 

played bass guitar in the 
staff band.

Because there are so many musical 
highlights this year, I shall focus my 
writing on a select few, starting with  
the Close Harmony Group’s tour to 
Shenzhen for the opening ceremony 
of Merchiston International.

We departed the sunny skies of Edinburgh 
on Wednesday 10 October and 14 hours 
later stumbled into Hong Kong, to grey 
skies and drizzle. Upon arrival, we passed 
through Hong Kong’s Jurassic scenery and 
imposing skyscrapers, and crossed a misty 
bridge as Shenzhen’s skyline loomed 
ahead. As dusk settled, the Merchiston 
Crest appeared, shining at the top of an 
enormous building at the edge of the city.

The School was a magnificent fusion of 
the best of traditions and innovation. 
Light, spacious, frankly enormous, 
well-equipped, and with the odd quirk 
or two: a Spawforth Library with spiral 
staircase; crests of former headmasters; a 
board of successful Oxbridge candidates, 
an indication of the school’s academic 
intentions; and, my favourite, a one 
hundred metre running track that starts 
outside the school and runs through the 
central building.

Impressive though castle walls may be, 

the School is made by its inhabitants. 
Expertly led by Chris Lyn, with a team  
of capable and determined teachers, we 
were treated to lessons, rehearsals for 
the opening ceremony, a mix of Asian 
and Western food, and games of football 
on the schools enviable 4G pitch. Our 
pupils, Will N and Angus McG, taught a 
chanter lesson to a junior class, leaving 
the instruments with their junior music 
teacher and piper, thus sowing the seed 
for the future. However, the highlight of 
our Friday was the school’s assembly, 
vocal warm ups, talks on growth 
mindsets, and our own pupils being 
ushered on stage to lead the British 
national anthem, the Merchiston school 
song, and then finding ourselves stuck  
in place for a rendition of the Chinese 
national anthem, with neither words  
nor a clue how it went.

In the evening, we took a trip into 
Shenzhen, and the boys got their first 
look at the bright lights of this 
mesmerising metropolis. First, we were 
treated to a dinner at the Marco Polo 
Hotel from the generosity of Vincent 
Chen, then our lovely guide Rikita took 
the pupils to the Shenzhen light show, 
an astonishing nightly event of light and 
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music co-ordinated across all the lights 
in the city to commemorate its 50th 
anniversary. After this, we took a trip up 
the Ping An tower, the fourth tallest 
building in the world, which boasted 
views of Shenzhen, Hong Kong and 
Macau.

However, all of these events were a build 
up for the opening ceremony itself and, 
as the hall and atrium swelled with 
parents, pupils, guests, Merchistonians, 
investors, and governors, the sense of 
occasion mounted, and our pupils rose 
to the challenge. Speeches and thanks 
were given in both languages as the 
adorable junior pupils picked holes in 
the carpet and looked frightfully bored. 
But then, the joint choirs of MCS and 
MIS sang a traditional Chinese song,  
Mo Li Hua, and a four part arrangement 
of Ae Fond Kiss. I was struck by the 
importance of music for this occasion. 
The universal language of emotion 
perfectly communicated the sense of 
significance that the speeches attempted 
to articulate. In addition, Will N’s and 
Angus McG’s piping, as well as all the 
pupil’s kilts, went down a storm.

Opening ceremony over, we headed  

off on tour, taking China’s high  
speed railway to Guilin, to cruise the 
magnificent Li river and rice fields, 
before returning to Hong Kong’s  
bustling streets, night-markets and 
magnificent lights show. The tour  
was splendid and thanks must go  
to Shenzhen for hosting us, and  
Mr Thompson for accompanying us.

The preparations for this tour took place 
in tandem with the school’s musical, 
Beauty and the Beast. This was a 
marathon of a work, with many 
spectacular and equally hilarious 
performances from the pupils of both 
Merchiston Castle School and St 
George’s. The musical also incorporated 
a band composed of many of our 
peripatetic music teachers and other 
professional musicians, which added to 
the already high standard of musicality 
in the show.

Later in the year, we held a successful 
Choral Society concert with excellent 
performances from the school’s 
ensembles, some questionable singing 
from the Choral Society, and a lovely 
rendition of Stand By Me by the Close 
Harmony Group.

Music
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Moving forward, it was time to focus on 
Nine Lessons and Carols, with a brief 
mention of Second Form’s ‘unique’ 
rendition of Rudolf the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer, complete with flashing noses 
and unplanned (and, for that matter, 
un-requested) flash mob dancing.

Nine Lessons and Carols marks the 
beginning of holiday festivities, and is 
the musical high point of the term, 
before we approach the musical low 
point of the term; the Christmas meals. 
Alec MacD handled the treble solo in 
Once in Royal David’s City with aplomb 
and the choir were in good voice all 
round. Descants echoed around the 
Memorial Hall, and the choir proclaimed 
joy to the world, or, at least, the end of 
the longest term.

2019, the new year, brought new 
possibilities, new hopes, and the music 
of Robert Burns. Musicians scraped their 
way through Auld Lang Syne, whilst the 
music teachers turned to drink, in true 
Burns style.

With the January blues over, the school’s 
internal music competitions, the 
McLeod Cup and Forbes Bowl, took 
place. In the week leading up to 

performance, it occurred to me how 
much progress our pupils can make 
when they actually practice. The two 
hours of competition went without 
incident until the final performance, 
when it became apparent that Tommy C 
had fallen asleep in his room and had 
forgotten to turn up to play. After being 
fetched by another boy and gently 
reminded of the competition, he 
performed very well.

Joanna Alsop adjudicated our 
competitions, and declared the winner of 
the McLeod Cup as Evan R, for his 
beautiful playing of Mozart on the 
French horn, and the winner of the 
Forbes Bowl as Aidan C, for a spectacular 
performance of a solo suite by Bach.

The school’s contemporary music cup, 
the Ogilvie Bowl, was yet another great 
display of Merchiston’s musical talents, 
this time, featuring our pop, rock, and 
jazz style performers. It was an evening 
marked by its musical variety - from 
mellow jazz standards played on the 
saxophone, to rock ballads played on 
drum kits and guitars. After Euan G’s 
careful adjudication, it was decided that 
Barney W’s rendition of Albatross on the 

guitar was the winner.

As the term drew to a close, with senior 
piping concerts and competitions, and 
lunchtime concerts all going 
successfully, it was then time for the 
McEwan Hall concert, with 
performances from all school choirs and 
the Colinton Community Choir. This 
featured a variety of performances, but 
the highlight was undoubtedly our 
performance of Bob Chilcott’s A Little 
Jazz Mass: 180 singers led expertly by 
David Turner, and accompanied by a jazz 
trio, piano, bass guitar and drum kit.

The Summer Term began with 
Commemoration, and a demanding 
challenge for the Chapel Choir: Elgar’s 
The Spirit of the Lord. The Close 
Harmony Group also performed 
Gaudeamus at a great tempo.

Then, we were onto the two final hurdles. 
First there was the Summer Term 
Instrumental Concert. This featured our 
main instrumental ensembles: Ms Bell’s 
Wind Band, Mr Dennis’ Jazz Band and 
Miss Johnston’s String Group. This was 
followed by a barbecue (albeit in the rain) 
which was gratefully received. All in all,  
it was, after several manic rehearsals,  
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a roaring success, and definitely 
something to build on in future years.

Our last big hurdle of the Summer Term 
was the Junior Music Cup, judged by 
department friend and professional 
violinist, Liz Beeston. It featured some 
wonderful and very mature 
performances from our pupils, including 
a highly mature and sophisticated 
performance of New Orleans Nightfall 
on the piano by Third Former Leo S,  
who went on to be declared the winner.

We started the review with thanks to 
Miss Johnston, and must end with a 
thanks to Mr Rossiter. We are grateful 
for all he has done for music in his time 
at Merchiston, and we wish him well 
in his retirement.

Mr S Dennis
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Beauty and 
the Beast
In the realms of school theatre nothing 
awakens more fear in a production  
team than the prospect of a musical. 
Elaborate sets and costumes, an 
orchestra, complicated sound and 
lighting requirements, all before we even 
get to the enormous cast that must not 
only act but also sing and dance for a 
two-hour production. Fortunately, we 
needn’t have feared: the boys and girls of 
Merchiston and St. Georges rose to the 
challenge with their characteristic 
enthusiasm and unmistakable ability. 

Major roles in the production went to 
Matthew B and Alex R as LeFou and 
Gaston. Matthew got a chance to show 
off his comic skills, learning some 
slapstick and delivering slips of the 
tongue that had the entire production 
team incapacitated with laughter. Alex 
demonstrated his formidable vocal 
dexterity. Playing the egotistical and 
dim-witted Gaston - not being in any way 
a natural fit - gave Alex a chance to really 
stretch his acting muscles. He rose to the 
challenge magnificently. Alongside these 

two we had the other villagers; Charles B 
played an honest and poignant Maurice 
the mad hat inventor, Christian B played 
the sinister and unsettling Monsieur 
D’Arque and finally Grace G, Grace N, 
Eilidh C and Taylor M - despite being 
wildly out of type - played the Four Silly 
Girls with energy and an enthusiasm 
that most directors can only dream of.

In more typecast roles were the 
overwrought Cogsworth played by 
Charles J in his debut performance and 
the mischievous Lumiere brought to life 
by Stuart S a veteran of the Edinburgh 
Gang Show. Playing animate inanimate 
objects is no mean feat and these two 
managed to breathe depth and life into 
the two characters, bringing some 
moments of both great weight and great 
lightness to the production. Alongside 
these two were Emma F as Mrs Potts and 
Oscar J as Chip who gave Emma a full 
body workout as she wheeled him on 
and off stage. Rounding out the cast  
we had Angelina S as a confident  
sassy Babette and Kiera F as Madame  
De La Grande Bouche. 

In the lead roles we had Charlie De B, 
giving us a “scary beast”, as one of the 
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Pirates of the 
Curry Bean
The Lent Term saw First, Second and 
Third Form take to the stage in the 
production of Pirates of the Curry Bean. 
This comedic high-seas adventure really 
has something for everyone: from toilet 
humour to extremely subtle word play, 
from health and safety inspectors to 
anthropomorphised monkeys, as well  
as catchy tunes and comedy acting.  
It is a challenging show that not only 
entertains young actors but also an 
audience of all ages. 

Much of the battle was again won in 
casting with Andrew O as the tender but 
formidable Landlady Pearl Periwinkle 
alongside her two children, Liam played 
by Ahmed A and Jack played by Harry C. 
Harry and Ahmed did an excellent job to 
bring to life the playfulness and 
adventurous spirit of their characters. 
Jack and Liam are accompanied on their 
adventure by their cat Fiddlesticks 
played by Nicholas D. Nicholas took his 
character in directions I hadn’t even 
considered - with incredible results. 
Keep an eye on this one! Completing the 
Periwinkle clan were Deadeye Dinghy 
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Pringle boys described him, but also 
managing to convey the character Arch 
from wild animal to a charming prince. 
Jessica G portrayed Belle with honesty 
and integrity showing both Belle’s 
naivete and strength of character 
throughout. Both gave us some of the 
best renditions of tricky solos that I have 
heard from any amateur production - 
and I have seen a few!

It is far too easy in a musical to overlook 
the contribution made by the Ensemble: 
these actors must learn at least as much 
music as the leads - if not more - as well 
as more choreography than most of the 
principles combined. Hector D, Imam H, 
Maddie M, Milla G, Kate B, Kitty S, 
Angus M, Mackenzie B, Max G, Perdi S, 
Caitlin H, John B, Dougal M, Tom L, 
Ruby W, Eileen N, Georgie Y, Urja S, 
Jamie S and Lucy R were all magnificent 
and I owe them a debt of gratitude for 
their efforts. They played villagers, 
wolves, enchanted objects and castle 
servants - which required immense 
organisation on their part to ensure  
they appeared in the correct costume 
and there were no tankards wandering 
through the village scene. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the production 

would not be possible without the  
efforts of each and every member  
of the Ensemble.

Thanks to everyone’s hard work the show 
was an incredible success. I can only hope 
the audience has or will get the 
opportunity to sit through enough bad 
musical theatre to see what an 
achievement this was. We sold out every 
night and I can only sympathise with those 
who left it too late to get a ticket. The 
audience reception from both students  
and grown-ups was resounding approval. 
The audience was even singing along to the 
well-known numbers after the final curtain 
- that’s right we heard you! 
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played by Krish K, who did a great job of 
combining his role as both narrator and 
character, and Hamish M who played the 
formidable pirate Captain Swagger 
Sword and father Stanley Periwinkle. 

The Pirates of the Curry Bean were led 
by Lyall R who got a chance to show off 
his talents as both an actor, singer and 
dancer; he is already showing himself to 
be the elusive “triple threat”. Lyall was 
supported by Finlay C as Loopy Louie, 
who really developed his confidence and 
projections over the production, and 
Lewis M doubling as both Squawks the 
parrot and Broadside - no mean feat for 
even an experienced actor. Lewis took 
this challenge in his stride. Rounding out 
the pirates were the comedy trio of 
Archie R, Richard Z and Lewis K who 
played the bungling Baggywrinkle, 
Bunghole and Blunderbuss with a 
naturalness that would make you think 
they were type cast …

On the Royal Navy side we had Alec M 
masterfully playing the uptight Captain 
Cod whose efforts are constantly 
thwarted by the inept Admiral Horatio 
Hornhonker convincingly brought to life 
by Aonghas M. Farrell H as the short-
sighted lookout Lofty had the chance to 

stretch his comedy muscles  
to great success and Fergus F played  
the manic Cutthroat Clegg providing  
a light-hearted reminder of the brutal 
realities of 15th century medical 
treatment. Their crew was completed  
by Kyle M as Fathom and Nathan C as 
Fender who provided a much-needed 
grounding for the group.

Dragged along on the adventure were 
the officious Mr. Wally and Mr. Pratt 
played to great effect by Zaydan S and 
Ismael W, as well as Scuttle and Slack 
played inimitably by the constantly scene 
stealing Ali J and Benjamin R. These two 
gave a performance worthy of the 
Edinburgh Fringe and I’m convinced that 
the best is yet to come from these two 
rising stars.

Oscar S and Euan O played the islanders 
Pong and Wiff to great effect and were 
accompanied on the island by the Rats 
and Monkeys played with enthusiasm 
- occasionally a little too much - by Lucas 
F, Hamish J and Krish M.

I am also very grateful to the senior boys 
Charlie D, who played the gorilla, and 
Robert A, who stepped in at short notice 
to fill in for a missing cast member.

Comedy is an unforgiving discipline and 
it is extremely encouraging to see so 
much talent coming up through the 
ranks. It promises many good things to 
come in the future. 
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Technical and 
Backstage
No productions of any sort would take 
place without both a sound and lighting 
team and a backstage team. They help on 
the production of the set, are rehearsed 
and drilled in their role just like the cast 
and they freely gave their time and 
efforts to make the show a success. This 
year we are extremely grateful to Ben R 
and Bassam Q for working on the sound 
and lighting; to Daniel M, Alex R, 
Ubanni O, Ben A, Robert A, Charlie D 
and Sean H for running the backstage; 
Ben B and Struan M for set production 
and Katie L for helping with make-up. 

The Creative Team
It has been a formidable year and the 
strain of putting on two large - even by 
Merchiston standards - productions is 
enough to put even the most 
experienced creative team under strain. 
It is all the more marked then that the 
department is under new management. 
Dr Mayoh has taken on the mantle of 
Director alongside the new co-head  
of Drama, Miss West, taking on the 
production role. Their unreserved thanks 
go out to everyone who has helped make 
the year a success. To name just some of 
the key players, thanks should go to Mr 
Dennis and Katie Johnston for their 
support and rehearsal of the music  
and organising an Orchestra; Dr Steen 
and Mrs. Haviland who worked tirelessly 
on the set and costumes for the 
productions; Mrs Blakeman, Mr Burt, 
Mr Cordingly and Mr King for their 
work on set design, construction and 
painting; Mr Nicholls for his work on all 
technical aspects of the production but 
chiefly sound and lighting; Miss Mullan 
for helping with make-up; the catering 
department and porters for providing 
much needed nourishment in the form 
of juice and biscuits; Sheila Robertson 

for doing costume repairs at ridiculously 
short notice; the members of the 
orchestra; the large number of staff  
that offered to help with front of house 
and first aid; and to many, many others. 
Putting on a production is an enormous 
undertaking and it really does affect just 
about every member of the school 
community in some way.

At Merchiston we take the view that 
Drama is for all, be that in a lead role,  
a supporting role, backstage, in the 
lighting box, or in the audience. Drama 
is an inextricable part of the human 
experience - one has only to watch young 
children at play to see that! It teaches us 
empathy and can take us away to 
wonderful places where there are 
adventure and mystery and romance.  
On stage, drama develops concentration, 
confidence, creativity, co-operation, 
critical thinking and that’s just the C’s! 
School drama for some is a mountain to 
climb, a skill to be developed for the 
future. It is an opportunity to practise 
public speaking and assertiveness. For 
others it is a taste of the unique energy 
and thrill that can only be found in the 
spotlight. Make no mistake, acting is a 
powerful drug and for some school 
drama is the stepping stone to a lifelong 
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addiction. Unlike most addictions, 
though, the life of a drama aficionado  
is one filled with laughter, life-long 
friendships and unique experiences.

It is gratifying then to see drama in such 
good shape at Merchiston. It bodes well 
for both our future productions but also 
for the future of the students passing 
through our doors and across our boards. 

Dr Mayoh and Miss West

Director of Drama 
and Producer of Drama

The Actor’s View 
There is no doubt that this year’s 
production of Disney’s Beauty and  
the Beast was the highlight of my 
Merchiston career so far. It is an 
experience that I and the rest of the 
cast will never forget. I have been in a 
number of plays in my life. At my old 
prep school, Belhaven Hill, I performed 
in every production I could - there wasn’t 
much of a choice - but I thoroughly 
enjoyed them nevertheless. I can tell 
you, as someone who has performed in 
several small plays, that this year’s 
production exceeded the plays I have 
been in in every way, and I am sure the 
whole cast would agree. From the 
talented actors and actresses (which I 
don’t included myself in - yet!) to the 
amazing directing of Dr Mayoh, which 
was a hard job at times, to Ms West and 
all the help with line learning and some 
choreography, to Mr Dennis and Miss 
Johnstone directing all the music, not 
forgetting Dr Steen and Mrs Haviland 
behind the scenes, to the makeup  
artists who did an excellent job on the 
nights, Ms Blakeman, Mr Burt and  
Mr Cordingley who painted and built  
the amazing set and Mr Nicholls who  
did the sound and lighting: it was an 
unforgettable experience.

Although it sounds like all fun and  
games it was also a lot of hard work.  
To perform a musical takes a lot of time 
during rehearsals and out of rehearsals. 
It is easier said than done to learn the 
music, the lines, the choreography and 

much more. Fortunately, my part as  
Chip the teacup did not require too 
much speaking or moving around as  
I was in a wheelable trolley most of  
the time. However, some of the main 
parts certainly had much more material 
to learn.

The production this year has been a  
great opportunity to form friendships 
with both guys from Merchiston and 
with the girls from St George’s. This 
year’s performance enabled me to meet 
many new friends. Being at an all boys 
school, seeing girls sometimes seems a 
rare event but during rehearsals we were 
working with the St George’s girls at 
least twice a week! The production has 
left me with many new friends from  
St George’s as well as with boys in other 
year groups, which can be hard to do in  
a school as busy as Merchiston.

Overall, I would like to say, the play this 
year left me and the rest of the cast with 
lifelong memories. Although it was 
tough at times and took a lot of our and 
the staff’s time, it paid off, with an 
excellent reception from the rest of the 
school and all the parents. I am one for 
always pushing my boundaries and 
trying new things. I was unsure whether 
to audition at first; however, the decision 
to audition was a good one and I am so 
happy that I did. A huge thanks from the 
cast goes to everyone who took part and 
helped make the production happen and 
to all the cheery supporters and parents!

Oscar J
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The year started with the 
usual induction sessions and 
tours and then we settled into 
another academic year. 

Once again we ran our usual Bag-a-Book 
Sales and particularly enjoyed the two 
occasions when we take a team to select 
books for the Sale from a local bookshop.

A large number of boys read the three 
shortlisted books for the Scottish Teenage 
Book Prize. We held a party in the library 
to celebrate the winner. Most of our votes 
had gone to The Extinction Trials by 
S.M.Wilson but the national winner was 
Farewell Tour of a Terminal Optimist by 
John Young. Both are excellent reads and 
here are comments about these books by 
some of our readers:

 The Extinction Trials.

  I thought this book was very 
interesting and adventurous. I love 
how there are sometimes good times 
and sometimes bad times. I love how 
the author uses interesting vocabulary, 
how the characters have to do trials 
to go to Piloria and then have to steal 
eggs from some of the Tyrannosaurus 
Rex. Overall, I absolutely loved this 
book mainly because of the strong 
friendships between the characters as 
they fought to get the prize at the end. 
...

  Farewell Tour of a Terminal Optimist

  I thought this was a sad but good book. 
It was full of hope showing us that 
even things that don’t seem possible 
could still come true. This is a book 
that can be perceived in different ways 
because it is funny but also sad and 
showed how people’s relationships 
change when you find those hidden 
similarities.

In the Lent Term lots of readers took 
part in our Blind Date with a Book:  
a few found their perfect match! 

We also ran a Book Worm Search leading 
up to World Book Day with prizes 
chosen from our book sale. 

There was also an author visit when 
Kate Wiseman came to talk to many 
of our Junior Boys about her Gangster 
School series. Kate also led workshops in 
the Library with the Second Form boys 
designing prospectuses for Gangster 
School, and with J4 and J5 on creating  
a villain.

Unfortunately, our second author visit 
with Dion Leonard author of Finding 
Gobi has had to be postponed but 

Spawforth Library
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hopefully this can be rearranged for early 
next year.

During the Summer Term our Book 
Passport Scheme ran as normal with 
readers once more circumnavigating  
the globe on their reading journeys. 

This year has seen a number of displays 
to highlight different events both school 
based and in the wider world: Pirates 
during the Junior School Production, 
Remembrance, Halloween, Christmas, 
Spring, Mental Health Awareness Week, 
Animal Books, Rainy Day Reads, ‘Curl 
up with a Good Book’, and, probably the 
favourite and most discussed, Banned 
Books. 

We have also begun to highlight the 
Sustainable Development Goals and 
related book club reads in the library, 
with a designated area for the display 
of some of the books and other related 
resources.

It is wonderful to report 
that our groups are thriving 
and growing. We ran three 
groups throughout the year. 
Our Junior Book Group has 
members from First to Third 
Form, Our Middle School 
Group includes Fourth Form 
and Shell and our Senior 
Group has members from 
Fifth Form and Sixth Forms. 
The Juniors read Wed Wabbit 
by Lissa Evans, The Rise of 
Wolves by Kerr Thomson, 
The Extinction Trials by 
S.M. Wilson, Where the 
World Ends by Geraldine 
McCaughrean, The Bone 
Sparrow by Zara Fraillon and 
The Hundred-Year-Old Man 
Who Climbed Out of the 
Window and Disappeared by 
Jonas Jonasson.

Here are a few of their comments about 
some of these reads:

Wed Wabbit was very funny and happy. 
The writer expertly links Fidge’s world 
at the start - the real world, with the 
Wimbley Woo World - the other world. 
This was a good depiction of the life of  
a ten year old with a younger sibling  
and a hard life. I really enjoyed it! 

...

I thoroughly enjoyed Where the World 
Ends and it challenged my vocabulary. 
The fact that McCaughrean based this on 
a real incident in the late 1700s added a 
lot more depth to the story. In this book, 
I loved how the men survived on St Kilda 
and the challenges that they faced. This 
is the first book I have read written by 
Geraldine McCaughrean and it hopefully 
won’t be the last.

...

The Bone Sparrow was a brilliant read, in 
my opinion. I think that it gives readers 
more of an idea about refugee camps. It 
has a moral message whilst making you 
turn pages. I loved this book! The author 
is very good, and I am hoping I can read 
other books written by her.

Spawforth Library 
Book Groups

Library
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The Middle Years Group 
read their own choice from a 
selection of American novels: 
The Extinction Trials by S.M. 
Wilson, Farewell Tour of a 
Terminal Optimist by John 
Young, A Study in Emerald by 
Neil Gaiman (Graphic Novel) 
and The Catcher in the Rye 
by JD Salinger.

Here are a few of their comments about 
these reads:

 The Great Gatsby  
 by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

  I thought this was a great book. I 
loved the description of Gatsby as an 
American playboy with an amazing life 
that is also a deceiving one and also 
the love he has for Daisy. I thought 
this book was interesting because you 
should not trust Nick Carraway, the 
narrator, because he idolises Gatsby 
and tries too hard to make the reader 
believe Gatsby is not a crook. I would 
recommend you read this book before 
you watch the film.

 ...

  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  
by Mark Twain.

  I thought that this book was very 
American in the sense that the main 
characters are searching for freedom 
and their one special place. It was 
interesting that Huck Finn has a slave. 
The ending was very interesting and I 
found the plot quite sad.

  ...

  The Road  
by Cormac McCarthy.

  This is about a boy and his father who 
are trying to stay alive and make it to 
the coast after a nuclear war. I found 

this book a very enjoyable read  
and an interesting reversal of the  
colonization of America.

  ...

  Shane  
by Jack Schaffer. 

  This was a good book. I liked the 
character of Shane who is tough and 
wise. Some of the vocabulary is quite 
difficult. I thought, although this book 
was a little slow to start, it did pick up 
pace and became more interesting. It 
is well written but not my sort of book. 
I am now reading Buffalo Soldier by 
Tanya Landman set during the period 
of the American Civil War.

  ...

  To Kill a Mocking Bird  
by Harper Lee.

  I really enjoyed this book. I thought it 
was very engaging that Lee has a white 
man defending a black man. It was 
daring and exciting.

  ...

  The Underground Railway  
by Colston Whitehead.

  I thought this was a good but 
challenging read. It didn’t engage my 
interest all the way through but when 
the main character was travelling I 
found it enjoyable.

  ...
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  The Cay  
by Theodore Taylor.

  This is a very interesting book because 
it shows how your parents’ attitudes, 
in this case racism, can influence you. 
At the start of this book the boy has 
very negative attitudes towards black 
people and during the course of the 
story his opinions change.

  ...

  A Study in Emerald  
by Neil Gaiman.

  I thought the story was an interesting 
twist on a classic Sherlock Holmes 
detective story. It was also amazing 
from an art point of view as the 
pictures really make the book. I would 
recommend it; however, it is very 
short and quick to read.

  ...

  The Catcher in the Rye  
by J.D.Salinger.

  Although this book was good I found 
it hard to empathise with the main 
character Holden Caulfield, I thought 
he was wasteful. Having learnt 
through our group discussion more  
of the context and American Society 
of the time I have softened my opinion 
however, I still found this book hard 
to enjoy.

The Senior Group read a 
selection of Science Fiction 
books: Eight Ghosts: The 
English Heritage Book of 
New Ghost Stories by various 
authors, A Gentleman in 
Moscow by Amor Towles 
and How Steeple Sinderby 
Wanderers Won the FA Cup 
by JL Carr.

Here are some of their thoughts about 
these books:

  My two favourite Sci-Fi books were 
Children of Time and Flowers for 
Algernon. Children of Time was 
interesting because it almost had two 
stories running simultaneously: the 
human’s point of view, in which there 
were recurring characters, and the 
spiders, where we see the evolution of 
the species. Flowers for Algernon, on 
the other hand, explored the morality 
of artificially enhancing intelligence.

  ...

  My favourites were Larry Niven’s 
Ringworld and Frederick Pozi’s Jem. 
These are two of the best works 
from the American Pulp Fiction era. 
Ringworld is an amazing reinventing 
of alien life from a scientific 
standpoint; creating species that 
both seem extremely real and yet 
utterly fantastic at the same time. 
Jem meanwhile, subtly subtitled The 
Making of a Utopia, takes a far more 
political standpoint, managing to 
create an incredibly sophisticated 
critique of Cold War politics whilst 
also creating a universe that seems 
totally fantastic, yet dystopian. 

  ...

  1984 is interesting in two senses: 
firstly, how Orwell viewed the world 
and the direction he saw the world 
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going in, with such vast technological 
advancements in such a short time 
coupled with the oppression and war 
of the future; the second is comparing 
the 1984 world to modern times and 
seeing how close the earth has come to 
Orwell’s imagined future. I would say 
this book should be read by everyone 
as it shows how developments in 
culture and society can be relatively 
well portrayed and predicted. 

  ...

  Eight Ghosts

  Some of these stories were interesting 
but I never truly felt scared by any of 
them. For a story to be truly scary I 
feel that it must be grounded in reality, 
whereas all key actions in some of the 
stories seem unrealistic to the reader. 
The use of ghosts or supernatural 
elements for the sake of them then 
becomes almost cartoonish.

  …

  I thought these were amazing stories. 
I particularly liked Sarah Perry’s story 
They Flee From Me That Sometime Did 
Me Seek.

  …

  A Gentleman in Moscow

  What is wonderful is the world the 
author creates from one hotel. Any 
large functional building has hidden 

rooms, staircases, lifts, storage which 
most people never consider. The hero 
creates a life in this world which richly 
compensates for the life of the wider 
world denied to him following his 
‘house arrest’ and, indeed, it may well 
be that the world he inhabits is richer 
than the one we do. A wonderfully 
told story, genuinely moving - one of 
the best novels of last year.

  ...

  This book started with a bang, bringing 
the reader straight into the action 
and hooking me in. The character 
progression and introduction in this 
book is excellent, bringing in new 
characters, developing them and 
then allowing them to fade away. I 
thought this was an exciting read and it 
definitely finished on a high.

  ...

  I found the book to be intriguing, as it 
is set in a particularly interesting part 
of history, and the story it tells is one 
that is not told often. While the setting 
itself was interesting enough to make 
the book readable, what particularly 
struck me was the ending. Rather than 
having Rostov live the rest of his life 
in Paris with Sofia, he instead goes 
back to where his home was from an 
ancestral point of view, which I felt 
was a very interesting twist.

  …

  How Steeple Sinderby Wanderers  
Won the F.A.Cup

  A brilliant satirisation of rural England, 
from the nonsensical education 
system to the endless boredom, with 
Wodehouse-like humour and sharp 
skewering of everyday life. Definitely 
recommended.

  ...

  This book is very memorable to me as 
it brought back memories of winning 
rugby games that the team shouldn’t 
have and the sheer adrenaline rush 
and happiness of it. The humour in 
the book also drew me in with the 
character of Mr Fangfoss who was just 
generally funny and a very weird man.

As this is my final Spawforth Library 
Report, I would like to thank everyone 
who over the years has supported the 
work and initiatives that have gone on in 
the Spawforth Library since it opened in 
2000: all the members of the Merchiston 
community and especially the English 
department and members of the library 
committee who have given huge amounts 
of time and encouragement to the many 
and varied events promoted in the library. 
I would also like to thank my colleague of 
this year, Rachel Gibb, for her support and 
enthusiasm… I am handing over the reins 
to a safe pair of hands. Wishing you all 
happy and fulfilling reading in the future…

Mrs J Williams
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Merchiston in Local Partnership 
with The Edinburgh Bookshop

From now on the Merchiston 
English department and 
Spawforth Library will do all 
our book buying from the 
brilliant, Bruntsfield-based 
Bookshop. This will help 
us not just get beautiful, 
sometimes signed, books 
from a local, independently-
run business; it will also 
help us expand our offering 
of author visits and reading 
and writing workshops to 
benefit our students, the 
wider school community and 
the communities of South 
Edinburgh. 

Marie, Cat and the rest of the Bookshop 
staff have a vast wealth of expertise that 
they are looking forward to sharing: 
curating an Edinburgh Bookshop shelf 
in the Library and helping us draw up 
initiatives towards building a culture  
of reading across the school. 

We’ll be bringing the Bookshop into the 
School and the School into the Bookshop 
and we are all looking forward to seeing 
the exciting ways the partnership might 
develop.

Dr C Mechie

Library
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I finish my 15th year as 
Chaplain in good heart.

‘He who began a good work 
in you will be faithful to 
complete it.’  
Philipians 1v6.

I think I am finally beginning to learn 
that the work is God’s work and It is as 
much His passion to complete it as mine. 
Some things have happened this year 
that I could have neither planned alone 
nor imagined would have gone so well...
but which were real blessings. So here 
are some highlights - a tasting menu,  
if you like - of the life of Chapel and 
Chaplaincy. Indeed, if truth be told  
it has been a year of highlights.

Firstly, it has been a pleasure to welcome 
Jonathan and Bethan and their family to 
Merchiston and to find from them a very 
supportive approach to Chaplaincy in all 
its complexity and breadth. One of my 
personal highlights was being part of their 
younger daughter’s baptism in March.

Harvest Festival, saw Alasdair Bisset 
(09-17) return from his year working as  
a teacher with Project Trust in Nepal.  
To my reckoning he is the youngest ever 
main speaker at a Whole School Service, 
but how refreshing, relevant and 
challenging it was to have a young 
Merchistonian speak of his experiences 
and lessons learned from a year giving 
and serving with Nepal’s rural poor 
(although Alasdair was keen to point out 
that there was incredible richness in their 
community and outlook on life). In 15 
years, I have seen Merchiston help and 
foster many young men of such character 

and maturity. It was good, particularly 
this year, to be reminded of this.

And we were reminded again in 
November. As you will read elsewhere, 
in 2014 12 yr old James L approached 
former Headmaster, Andrew Hunter, 
with an idea to have 100 pipers and 
drummers parade at Merchiston for the 
100th anniversary of the Armistice of 
WW1. In 2018 we put that vision into 
reality. What an inspiring event! Nearly 
1000 pupils and friends of Merchiston 
attended and, possibly most gratifyingly, 
many pupils emailed or wrote or said to 
me that it was one of the best services 
they had been involved with. One 
ex-pupil, Hamish, in the Falklands made 
a point of piping there so he could be 
part of it. Significantly, 35 boys, and 
representatives from St George’s from 
various nations, cooperated together to 
light a candle for peace. Please God, may 
they and the nations they represented 
continue in similar fashion.

New Year 2019, saw Rev Cammy 
MacKenzie from Moredun come and, 
well, just be himself. I have known 
Cammy for many years; he has a passion 
for Jesus, a passion for justice and a rare 
gift of being able to communicate that, 
and connect with all ages: a well needed 
breath of fresh air!

And then at the Senior Prefects Service 
in February, again there was a freshness 
about that. At the risk of hyperbole, we 
have had an exceptional group of student 
leaders this year - leaders in every regard 
- who have displayed and embraced the 
‘servant leadership’ ethos we try to 
cultivate. It was simply a pleasure to 
guide them and listen to their message

So, I suppose my theme has been about 
freshness, invigoration and new life: 
some new innovations, some older 
events with renewed vigour.

Briefly, a few of the latter.

Lent Term thoughts… a daily email from 
the Chaplain was asked for by almost 200 
pupils, staff, parents and Merchistonians: 
Confirmation in October, nine new 
confirmands - and at least the same 
number for next year; over 500 separate 
individual visits to our house (Chaplain’s 
House) in the course of this year - this is 
mostly, but not exclusively, for Monday 
and Thursday Chaplain’s Open House 
meetings (or Curry Nights as they are 
more frequently known).

I hope I continue to be a pastor to those 
of all faiths and none, supporting boys 
through Ramadan at an especially 
demanding time in the Northern 
Hemisphere, and recognising major  
faith festivals and commemorations  
in assemblies.

What has not changed?

Probably the same number of cups of  
tea, coffees, glasses of something, phone 
calls, texts, etc, as is appropriate with  
the wider Merchiston community.  
Hours and hours. BUT, honestly, it is  
a complete privilege for Fiona and me 
and our three children to be part of this 
amazing community and to be there at 
Celebration and Commiseration.

15 years. Perhaps it’s only just begun? 
Who knows? But for this I have faith:  
‘He (God) … will be faithful to complete it.’ 
Philipians 1v6.

Rev N Blair

Chaplaincy
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In 2014, Merchiston pupil 
James, then aged 11, wrote 
to the Headmaster with  
an idea for the 2018 
Remembrance Service.  
He shared his idea of 
commemorating the  
100th Anniversary of the 
ending of WW1 at our 
Remembrance Service in 
2018 with 100 Merchiston 
pipers and drummers 
parading on Remembrance 
Sunday.

An extract from James’ 
speech to the school 
community last year:

 …in 2014 when we, as a School, 
commemorated the 100th anniversary  
of the beginning of WW1, I was here and 
an idea sparked and grew. As we thought 
about the 177 Merchistonians who died 
in WW1, I was reminded of stories that 
my family told of my great great Uncle 
Duncan McNaughton, who, although 
not a Merchistonian, played while 
serving with a Scottish Regiment in the 
War. We still have his pipes in the family, 
and I thought ahead and wondered 
whether, as a School, we could do 
something to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the end of WW1. What 
about a band of 100 Merchistonian 
pipers and drummers parading after  
the Memorial Service in 2018, which 
will be on 11 November 2018? It may 
rain, it may snow, it might be fine …  
but nothing will compare to what that 
generation of Merchistonians and my 
great great Uncle went through. So, 
pipers and drummers, let’s try and  
make it 100 for the 100th Anniversary  
of WW1.”

Rev Nick Blair, School 
Chaplain, commented:

“I remember when James approached  
us in 2014 and he had been inspired by 
the 100th Anniversary theme of our 
Remembrance Service that year. At the 
time, I thought it was very exciting that 
we are able to reach out to 11 year olds 
and inspire them to think big. Four years 
ago, I was not sure if it would happen, 
but here we are, four years later, 
continuing to hold true to our promise. 
We will remember them, and James is 
helping to spearhead our team effort,  
to inspire his generation and the next 
generation to connect with real people, 
real sacrifice, and real freedoms won  
at a price.”

James commented: 

“I have to say that I am surprised that 
this has come to be such a big event.  
At first, I questioned whether or not we 
would reach the 100 pipes and drums, 
which was my target, but the work has 
paid off... I feel very privileged to have 
had the support to go through with this 
idea I had back in November 2014. I 
have lots of respect for those who have 
fallen in combat and this event will 
hopefully show my respect, especially  
for the Merchistonians who died 
tragically at such a young age, and  
also for my Great Great Uncle,  
Duncan McNaughton, who was  
also killed in WW1.”

100 Pipers:  
Commemorating a Century since WW1

Chaplaincy
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Debating

Debating at Merchiston 
continues to grow and 

thrive in both pupil 
participation and success 

at national competition 
level; we won through to 

two national finals and 
took runners up in both 

the prestigious Debating 
Matters Competition and in 

the St Andrews Day short 
prep competition. 

In the Senior and Middle School the 
number of boys choosing debating 
as an activity has reached an all-time 
high. Debating a wide range of subjects 
- everything from the power of social 
media to populism in politics - the 
Monday meetings have proven to be 
both popular and have unearthed some 
new talent in the School. Special thanks 
have to be extended towards Charles B, 
Ben R, Brodan J, Freddie D and John B 
for their enthusiasm and commitment  
as regular Chairmen and team leaders  
in the in-house debates. 

Ben, Charles, Brodan and John joined 
Riley D and Alex R to form a six man 
team in the national Debating Matters 
Competition held at the Scottish 
Parliament in September. They won  
both their opening rounds and secured 
a place in the final against Bearsden 
Academy. Proposing the motion “This 
House would fear the advancement 
of AI”, John and Broden were highly 
commended for the research and 
strength of their rebuttal. 

Merchiston also took two teams 
through to the English Speaking Union’s 
National Junior Competition. Alec M, 
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Callum W, Ruraidh W and Kit N were 
highly commended as novice debaters 
on passion of delivery and depth of 
research. 

In the St Andrews Day National Short 
Prep Competition John B and Freddie 
D had notable success as they were 
partnered with students from different 
schools. Both boys were commended 
for their exemplary performances 
as opening speakers and opposition 
speakers but Freddie won through to 
the final with his partner and won the 
runners up Quaich and the prestigious 
title of National Runners Up.

The in-house debating also proved to be 
very popular this year and there were 
Middle and Senior School Clan Debates 
held in the Autumn Term and finals held 
in the Lent Term. This allowed debating 
novices the opportunity to prepare 
and take part in a less formal debating 
context. A panel of teachers and senior 
debaters questioned the speakers and 
again this successfully unearthed a lot of 
new talent - including Felix M and Euan 
M, who took first place in the inter-clan. 
A special thank you must be extended 
to Mr Thompson who took on the role 

of presiding judge and did so with real 
sensitivity and encouragement. 

The debating calendar would not be 
complete without engaging in short 
competitions and Merchiston took 
part in several. The highlight was 
undoubtedly Edinburgh University 
National Short Prep Debating 
Competition held in March. This 
involves students having only 15 
minutes to prepare a persuasive case 
before taking part. Both Merchiston 
teams were highly commended for their 
performances and took two second 
places despite fierce opposition from 
highly experienced debaters. This was 
particularly impressive for Matthew B 
who began debating only this year and 
had no experience of the demands of 
national competition.

Finally, in the Summer Term six 
Merchiston pupils took part in running 
and organizing the Aysgarth Prep School 
Debating Competition. Travelling down 
to Bedale in North Yorkshire the boys 
taught over thirty 12 year old boys the 
rules of British Parliamentary style 
debating before organising an in-house 
competition. Teaching the core skills 

of persuasive argument and rebuttal 
the boys were highly credited for the 
clarity and sensitivity of the training 
they offered. Such was the success of the 
venture, that Aysgarth have asked that 
this competition be an annual event in 
the debating calendar at Merchiston. 

The benefits of debating and engaging 
in persuasive argument as an 
interdisciplinary activity cannot be 
underestimated and Ms Cunningham 
wishes to thank everyone who attended 
the Monday night sessions - whether 
they were participants or support. 
We look forward to another busy and 
successful year in the Autumn Term 
when we resume. Finally, we say a 
special and heartfelt thanks to Ben R 
and Charles B who leave Merchiston this 
summer to enter their respective seats of 
higher learning. Their aim is to use the 
skills acquired over the years and join 
the union debating circuit where they 
are sure to find notable success.

Ms G Cunningham

Activities
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It’s a win win win  
win situation
Want a multi award-winning team on your side? 
Just as Merchiston Castle School aims for academic excellence, we strive for legal distinction. 
And our recent list of awards would suggest we’re achieving this. We’re one of Scotland’s most  
prominent full-service law firms and we offer specialist legal, property and financial services.

But enough about us. We’re here to focus on you and your goals and to help you reach them. 
We do this by teaming partners with accredited specialists and award-winning individuals.  
It’s a different approach. And it’s proved a winning combination. 

Different people. Different approach. Different results.

For more information about how we can help you call  0131 516 5354

EDINBURGH  I  GLASGOW  I  EAST LOTHIAN gilsongray.co.uk
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Careers Education and 
Guidance at Merchiston 

in 2018/19 has once again 
been very wide ranging.

The education component of careers 
provision aims to raise awareness of 
career areas and to help develop skills 
for learning, life, and work. Many 
opportunities have been made available 
in each of these areas. Various career 
areas were put under the spotlight 
during the Careers Café programme in 
the Autumn and Lent Terms, including 
Management, Veterinary Medicine,  
Gap Years, and Business. Other 
education components have been 
provided through drop-in clinics with 
Inspiring Futures that focused on CV 
writing and work experience, and  
the Stewart Ivory Financial Education 
Trust session on managing finances. 
Additionally, tutorial sessions have 
continued to provide opportunities to 
look at the concept of skills development 
through school activities and how 
these are transferable to the world 
of work. The ability to evaluate skills 
development and articulate the purpose 
and value of those skills is crucial to a 
fast moving employment landscape.

A major component of the careers 
calendar which aims to bridge education 
and guidance is the Merchiston Careers 
Convention in the Lent Term. The 

Careers
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convention offered the opportunity 
for the boys to raise their awareness of 
career areas as well as to seek guidance 
from a diverse range of employers in 
what was a packed and very engaging 
Memorial Hall. This event was well 
received by all, with feedback from the 
boys and the exhibitors very positive 
indeed. We remain keen to increase 
representation of Merchistonians and 
their companies at this event, as it 
is clear that the boys find it easier to 
engage with them due to a common link. 
The convention was complemented with 
the Merchiston Juniors’ Career Week, in 
which a number of speakers presented 
to the boys. The discussions post-
presentation were lively, which again 
highlighted that careers education and 
guidance is in no way for only those with 
the end of schooling in sight.

Work experience opportunities have 
had to be facilitated around exam and 
class commitments for Fifth Form and 
Lower Sixth, with the latter rightly 
concentrating on learning in class until 
the final few days due to A Level reforms 
in most subjects. The vast majority of 
those undertaking work experience 
have arranged something for over the 

summer holiday, with many working 
with tutors to polish CVs, cover letters, 
and applications. The nature of work 
experience continues to develop, with 
two or three short term experiences 
now as common as the more traditional 
one or two weeks in a single placement. 
The key to these placements will be in 
the development of skills required for 
the workplace and, subsequently, the 
ability to articulate the importance and 
transferable nature of such skills to 
University courses and career areas of 
interest. 

Many work experience or similar 
opportunities are advertised within  
the school, and the Merchiston Careers 
Newsletter plays a role in this. This 
publication collates all careers related 
news and opportunities in a way which 
enables boys, parents, and staff to 
identify easily items of potential interest. 
This, as well as opportunities publicised 
by other means, continues to be well 
received.

Guidance continues to be provided both 
informally, through the many day to 
day discussions around the school, as 
well as formally. Looking ahead to next 

year, the Shell group completed their 
Careers Questionnaires in the Summer 
Term (known as “Preview”, administered 
by Cambridge Occupational Analysts). 
The feedback from this questionnaire 
provides the foundation for one-to-
one discussions which take place in 
the Autumn Term of Fifth Form, and 
it is these discussions which start to 
inform, explore, and raise awareness of 
opportunities such as the Careers Cafes, 
etc., all of which brings us full circle.

I am incredibly grateful to all who 
contribute to careers provision at 
Merchiston, and I know that the boys 
gain much from such contributions.  
If you would be interested in 
contributing to careers provision at 
Merchiston, through Careers Cafes, 
work experience placements, or in  
any other way, then please contact  
careers@merchiston.co.uk.

Dr D Cartwright
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The Science 
Society aims to provide 

students with a rich variety 
of opportunities to engage 

with the wider issues in 
science through lectures, 

events and activities.

Many of the Science Society events are 
detailed in the department reports and 
this year included events, such as visits 
to the Marine Conference and the zoo 
in Biology, master classes at Heriot-Watt 
University and the Authentic Research 
in Schools project in Chemistry and 
the annual trip to CERN as well as local 
lectures in Physics, the planetarium 
visit and the annual Primary School 
Science and Technology Day. In the 
Summer Term, Gibson House, home 
of Science at Merchiston, hosted the 
Our Year in Science event to highlight 
the phenomenal variety of activities 
throughout the year.

Presented by researchers from Heriot-
Watt University, the first Science 
Society talk of the term introduced the 
boys to some of the basics of quantum 
mechanics in a very accessible way. 
After considering the theoretical side 
of things, applications were discussed 
including cryptography and computing. 
A novel consideration was how birds 
might use quantum mechanics to enable 
them to “see” the Earth’s magnetic 
field allowing them to navigate huge 
distances; this was demonstrated for the 
boys through the use of VR headsets.

Mid November welcomed researchers 
Jacky Hong and Paul Sarte, materials 
scientists from the University of 
Edinburgh, to discuss their research into 
magnetism and exotic materials. The talk 
illustrated the impact of fundamental 
research as well as the applications in 
this particular field of material science. 

March saw the final lecture of the 
year as we were joined by Professor 
Marenduzzo, Personal Chair in 
Computational Biophysics at the 
University of Edinburgh. The Physics 
of DNA and Chromosomes looked at 
the way in which mathematics and 
computational techniques are used to 
unravel some of the complexities of 
biological systems.

Mr P Nicholls

Science Society
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This year has been a busy 
and successful one for the 

Lower Sixth who have 
spent every Wednesday 

afternoon out at various 
Edinburgh primary schools. 

They have worked as 
mentors and rugby trainers; 
as supporters at care homes 

for the elderly; as helpers 
in the local foodbanks; 

and as teaching assistants 
at Braidburn School for 

children with additional 
support needs.

Supporting vulnerable students in 
Primary Seven, the focus in the various 
primaries is on having fun as each 
Merchiston boy is teamed up with an 
individual student in order to support 
them in a range of activities. One half 
hour is spent on games and craft work 
and the second half of the session is 
spent on more physical games and sport 
in the gym hall. We have spent a lot of 
time listening to the Primary Seven 
students and have used the budget this 
year to buy new resources like Jenga 
alongside traditional board games. The 
mentoring offers both the Merchiston 
boys a chance to take on a new role as 
they operate as colleagues, teachers and 
role models to these young people. Over 
at Longstone Primary, we also offered 
core rugby training to all Primary Six 
and Seven students. Come rain or shine, 
the Merchiston boys were on that astro 
turf drilling these young people on how 
to develop physical fitness and introduce 
them to the challenges of rugby. 

The highlight of the year was undoubtedly 
the two parties we held at Christmas and 
Easter. This gave both schools - Balgreen 
and Longstone - the opportunity to meet 
socially and to just enjoy being in a new 

environment. The Longstone pupils said 
that it was the highlight of the term and 
they were thrilled to visit a boarding 
school. Their only criticism was that they 
would like a whole day rather than an 
afternoon at Merchiston; the amount of 
time dedicated to having fun is never 
enough. We also need to thank Mrs 
Torrance and Mr Lothian for the work 
they undertook with Balgreen as the 
pupils had to be driven to Merchiston 
every week as their own school was being 
refurbished. They enjoyed spending time 
playing with the amazing resources down 
at Pringle and then playing sport out on 
the playing fields. 

At Braidburn School, four Lower Sixth 
boys, supported by Mrs Hardman, worked 
as teaching assistants in various classrooms 
and with various age groups. Some enjoyed 
swimming, reading, working outside as part 
of the PE lessons and the boys were 
commended for their commitment and 
effort in this hugely challenging and 
rewarding learning environment. At the 
other end of the chronological age 
spectrum, we also undertook a twenty week 
programme of support at Davidson House. 
Every week Miss Moran also took a group 
over to the care home on foot. In this 

Koinonia Report
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context the boys were acting as carers for 
dementia patients. Playing board games, 
chatting and just offering their kindness 
and company was the order of the day. 
Recent feedback suggests that the boys 
were greatly missed when the programme 
came to an end at Easter and I was hugely 
impressed by the work the boys undertook 
in this challenging environment. 

It goes without saying that the success  
of this project is entirely down to the 
commitment of staff and pupils and we 
must credit the various team leaders - Mrs 
Torrance, Mrs Hardman, Mr Cordingley 
and Miss Moran - for their unflagging 
support of the Koinonia programme. The 
Merchiston boys continue to show 
genuine community minded values in 
carrying out this important work and 
there is recognition that this has a 
transformative effect on both the 
Merchiston students and the pupils and 
community they serve.  
Whilst our boys come to know the  
value in giving and relating to others,  
the primary students are offered the 
undivided attention of someone older  
but closer in age who listens to them and 
recognises their achievements and value.

Ms G Cunningham
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Masterchef

The 2018/19 session has 
been another great year in 
Masterchef. The students 

have really enjoyed working 
together in our relaxed and 

informal kitchen.

Some reported taking away a copy of the 
recipe on their phones and trying it out 
at home, which was much appreciated 
by their families.

Next year we hope to run the Masterchef 
competition in a new format, using the 
Clan system. Each team will consist of 
a Sixth Form pupil who will mentor 
a younger pupil and the winners will 
receive points for their Clan.

We are looking forward to seeing what 
promises to be an excellent standard  
of cooking.

Mrs M Lucas
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Mr Rowlands ran a Rock 
Climbing trip during the 

Summer Term to Bowden 
Doors in Northumberland; 

six boys came along for a 
day of outdoor climbing on 

warm, dry rock. 

They covered a whole host of grades, 
from Very Difficult (in the quaint old 
British grading system) through to Hard 
Very Severe and E1 (Extreme 1). They 
completed lots of routes and we also had 
a session on rigging, setting up anchors 
using basic climbing gear and natural 
protection. 

Charlie de B has done remarkably well 
in his climbing and was competing on 
the national bouldering circuit. He was 
awarded his Full Colours: He has been 
competing in the Alien Winter Series in 
Leith and has compared very favourably 
not only to his peers but also to those in 
the adult category. He has also competed 
in the Scottish National Bouldering 
League, travelling to Aberdeen, Fort 
William and Glasgow to do so and he 
has managed to win the junior (16-17) 
competition with a round to spare. His 
standing of 355 points gave him an 
unassailable lead going into the final 
round at Eden Rock (Loanhead). 

Mr D Rowlands

Duke of Edinburgh
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Expedition - Bronze
The Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Expedition took 
place from 10 May until 12 
May. Mr Thomson, Mr Ewing 
and Mr George accompanied 
the participating pupils, 
alongside eight external 
supervisors.

Day 1 (Training Day)  
All groups arrived at the CCF hut at  
8:20am to start their training. They were 
put into their different groups, attached 
to their supervisors immediately and 
sent in minibuses to the Pentland Hills to 
start training. This included navigation, 
outdoor toilets, ‘Leave No Trace’ policy, 
and what to do in an emergency if lost. 
The boys adapted themselves admirably 
to this and were then ready to start route 
card planning and packing backpacks in 
the afternoon.

Day 2 
With a reasonable finish time on Friday, 
the boys were up very early for breakfast, 
departing by 8am in the minibuses. 
After a quick toilet break at Callander, 
the groups quickly made it to the start 
location in good time to begin their 
expedition planning and navigation.  
The weather was cloudy with sunny 
spells, but the conditions were 
improving rapidly, with blue skies and 
good sunshine by the end of the day. 
Very cold conditions were forecast 
overnight and the boys were grateful 
for their hats, gloves, and 3/4 season 
sleeping bags!

Day 3  
All groups woke up to frosty tents, 
but with excellent visibility and early 
morning sunshine. With the intended 
finish time of 12:30pm, many groups 
were up and walking by 7:30am. Each 
group had learnt an awful lot about camp 
craft and wild camping etiquette, with 
many of the boys taking great pride to 
leave no trace and make a sharp start  
to the final day expedition.

A quick turnaround in the Village 
Hall at Lochearnhead had made for a 
speedy return to School, where I was 
most impressed with the boys’ conduct 
in packing away the equipment and 
returning the stores to their normal 
functioning state.

Mr D George
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Expedition - Silver 
The Silver Duke of Edinburgh 
Expedition took place from 
21 April until 23 April. Mr 
Thomson, Mr Rowlands and 
Mr Greenwood accompanied 
the participating pupils and 
split them into two groups.

Day 1 
The group set off from the South End 
of St Mary’s Loch at around 11am. The 
weather was incredibly sunny and very 
warm for this time of year. 

Navigation was generally straightforward 
on the first day, following the loch-shore 
path and The Southern Upland Way for 
most of the first part of the day. Some 
small navigational challenges were 
overcome heading into the final few 
kilometres up The Glen following Quair 
Water to the campsite. Much admiring of 
the spectacular Glen House was shared 
by both pupils and staff! 

The second group were late into camp 
after a group member suffered from 
physical exhaustion. The local residents 
were very helpful in assisting and the 
other boys in the group were very 
supportive. 

The camp location beside Loch Eddy is 
a superb spot and should continue to be 
used in future years. 

Day 2 
A cloudless sky and early morning 
warmth again brought challenging 
conditions for the second day, with both 
groups having a tough ascent above 
600m up and around Stake Law. Group 
One made errors and dropped into 
Glensax Burn early, rather than staying 
as high as planned. Consequently, both 
groups ended up completing the long 
walk out into Peebles by following the 
Glensax Burn. 

After following the last few kilometers 
along the John Buchan Way around 
Cademuir Hill, Peebles, the groups were 
tired when they arrived at their second 
night’s camp, 

Another good camp location in open 
woodland next to the Cademuir 
Farm (land owned by Mrs Coatman 
of Haystoun) is recommended for 
use in future years. The campsite is 
advantageous as not too far off-route. 
Again, a resident was helpful giving 
access to his external tap; the only 
downside to this campsite is that there is 
no access to a water source.

Day 3 
An early start with further sunny, dry 
conditions allowed the groups to finish 
in good time. 

Walking on minor roads and old drove 
roads led Group Two up to the Meldons, 
while Group One stayed low following 
farmland parallel to the Lyne Water and 
A72. Group Two managed the final small 
ascent late in the route. Both groups 
maintained a good pace throughout the 
day, with generally competent navigation 
to finish by 2pm. 

All boys were helpful in cleaning and 
stowing their kit when we returned to 
school - not always an easy thing to do 
when the prospect of a cool shower lies 
ahead! 

Mr D George
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Expedition - Gold 
Practice  
The Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
Expedition took place from 
20 - 23 April. The boys were 
split into two groups, Alpha 
and Bravo, accompanied by  
Mr Robertson, Mr Alexander 
and Mr George.

Day 1 
We started promptly leaving school at 
8.15am to give us the opportunity to get 
the earlier boat; however, with a fully 
booked crossing we did not hold out 
much hope. We then arranged to meet  
at the Ardrossan port for 10.20am.

Thankfully, we managed to get on to 
Arran two hours early. The group made 
slow progress over the top to Loch 
Tannack and got to camp by 8 pm. 
Both groups were tired after the initial 
exertions but happy to have the first day 
under their belts.

Day 2 
Both groups started slightly later, 
owing to the short distance of this day. 
The end location was Lochranza, with 
a castle, distillery and visitor centre 
to investigate. It was hot going with 
broken boggy ground at the top and 
temperatures reaching 19 degrees. 
Although it was short in distance, it was, 
however, tiring in its technicality and 
groups made it to the campsite by late 
afternoon - tired and grateful for a rest.

Day 3 
Both groups made earlier starts on this 
day owing to the longer distance and hot 
temperatures involved. Some blisters 
were starting to present, but both groups 
were proactive with tape and Compeed. 
Good camp craft and prompt starts made 
for a productive and fast-paced day along 
the coast to Sannox. Lots of research 
into wildlife and geology had already 
revealed Adder snakes in the morning 
and Hutton’s Unconformity ( a geological 
inversion of sedimentary rock over 
metamorphic rock).

Again, the groups made good progress 
and got to camp in the late afternoon for 
a well-earned rest.

Day 4 
The groups made an early start and were 
separated by 30 minutes, as there was 
some close supervision through Glen 
Sannox Saddle. Two supervisors made an 
early start to set up a security rope. The 
weather was a little cloudy but still warm 
with a stiff breeze in the early morning. 
This was welcome as we made the ascent 
up to the saddle. The groups made 
good progress into the ascent and were 
through with sufficient time for some 
early dinner down at Brodick. 

All groups worked hard on their 
expedition oral report and were happy to 
have completed the three day camping 
experience in time for qualifying in June.

Mr D George
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Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold 

Qualifying 
Expedition:  
Yorkshire Dales

Monday 24 June  
Both groups made it to the start 
location on time and had dry weather. 
Good progress was made by all with 
Alpha Group negotiating the tough 
uphill of Pen-y-Ghent. With predicted 
inclement weather (chance of thunder 
and lightning) it was imperative that 
the group negotiated the high terrain 
quickly and safely. With support over 
the technical sections, they made it to 
Horton in Ribblesdale on time and  
ready for dinner.

Tuesday 25 June 
With wet weather and different routes, 
Bravo Group started early, with lots of 
information gathering. Alpha began 45 
minutes later in rain and low cloud. 
Wet weather followed and made for 
difficult progress. Both groups thankfully 
made it into camp with dry weather to 
set up camp. However, with the damp 
conditions, the midges were out in force!

Wednesday 26 June 
With different camp locations they 
had a tough start over Gordale Scar, a 
limestone ravine with overhanging cliffs 
over 100 metres high, towards Malham 
Cove and Kettlewell. The boys then 
spent time collecting questionnaire 
information from the public in the town 
and researching their activity plans.

Thursday 27 June 
With sunny weather early in the 
morning, both groups were walking by 
7.00am. Unfortunately, with a rolled 
ankle in Alpha Group, they were set  
back a little with time. Both sets of  
boys were tired, hot and relieved  
by the end of the expedition. 

They had a well earned rest on the  
way up to school.

Mr D George  
Head of Outdoor Education
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At the time of writing 
24 boys and 34 girls (St 

George’s) are deployed in 
the field at Barry Buddon 

CCF Camp 2019. In less 
than one hour they will be 

involved in Section and 
Platoon attacks, pulling 
together and exercising  

a year’s worth of training  
in practising their skills  

and drills. 

Training for the attacks started the 
first Wednesday of the academic year 
with issue of uniform and learning 
how to stand still and walk in an Army 
fashion, now affectionately known as 
Drill. Once they have mastered the art 
of working as a squad they progress 
to Fieldcraft lessons on how we move 
across country and differing terrains. 
All cadets were trained on the Cadet 
General Purpose Rifle and tested to 
the same standards as regular Army 
soldiers.

Senior cadets have had the opportunity 
to attend Army-run Cadet Leadership 
Courses (CLC) and Senior Cadets 
Instructional Courses (SCIC). During 
this year five cadets attended and 
passed CLC with four cadets attending 
and passing SCIC. These cadets 
will now go on to be the command 
structure with the CCF for academic 
year 2019/2020.

The Whole School Service of 
Remembrance to mark the 100th 
Anniversary of the end of WW1 saw 
the CCF provide a Guard of Honour 
for the Garden of Remembrance with 
cadets also involved in the 100 Pipers 

march. Hopefully, now a regular Guard 
will be provided by the CCF. 

During Summer Term both Merchiston 
and St George’s have combined forces 
and train together as one contingent, 
with the command structure being 
tested at all levels.

On Saturday 29 June 2019 the 
contingent deployed to Barry Buddon 
Camp for the annual CCF Camp. The 
cadets have trained together at Platoon 
Section and Fire Team level and set out 
their standard operational procedures. 
Cadets have completed shooting at 
relevant levels and all have passed. 
They have been introduced to and, in 
some cases, used or fired specialist 
army equipment. During the 36 hour 
field exercise the cadets have been 
deployed on various patrols to gather 
information on enemy forces, strength, 
equipment, routes and obstacles. 
With the intelligence gained from 
these patrols, operational orders were 
issued to mount three ambushes as 
the sun faded. As the sun rose the next 
morning the cadets launched a series 
of attacks onto enemy positions. On 
completion of all tasks it was back to 

Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF)
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camp for tea and biscuits. 

58 cadets from Merchiston and St 
George’s deployed to CCF Camp. In 
less than 48 hours, 58 cadets will be at 
home with stories to tell and memories 
that will live with them forever.

Maj AD Ewing 
Contingent Commander



Cecil Stagg
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Boys who join the Lower Sixth 

Cecil Stagg Society are required to 

undertake an Advanced Research 

Project across the Autumn and Lent 

terms. These are intended to extend 

learning in an area of personal 

interest while also helping members 

to prepare for possible applications 

to Oxbridge or similar competitive 

universities. Membership is open to 

all in Lower Sixth with an interest in 

undertaking advanced research. Each 

year a number of the best projects 

receive a Headmaster’s Distinction, in 

recognition of the advanced research, 

analytical and evaluative skills on 

display. Extracts from some of this 

year’s prize winning projects are 

included here. 

Mr F Newham

Cecil Stagg
Advanced Research Projects 2019
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Does Mary Tudor deserve her 
negative reputation?

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

Mary Tudor, the first Queen regnant 
of England, was usually seen as an 
“inconsequential Queen” and more 
commonly nicknamed “Bloody Mary”, which 
is a reference to the number of people burnt 
under her rule. Historians of today look at 
Mary Tudor with a very narrow-minded 
view of her reign. The overall view is very 
negative and she is described as unimportant 
and boring by many historians studying 
16th century Tudors. The reason underlying 
this is that most of the historians who first 
began studying the Tudor period were men 
themselves; this influenced their views on 
women and the sexist outlook on Mary 
Tudor, and other queens during the medieval 
era, such as Mathilda I. However, I believe 
that Mary Tudor was a lot more than just a 
boring Queen who burnt heretics at her own 
pleasure. On the contrary, I argue that Mary 
was a much harder working, ‘hands on’ and 
decisive queen. Had she not died in her early 
40s on the 17th of November 1558 and also 
failed to install a Catholic line of succession, 
then the course of history could have been 
very different. 

The Burning of Heretics 
As soon as she claimed the throne, Mary 
Tudor began the disastrous process of 
reversing the Evangelical changes which 
had been made earlier, and reverted to Papal 
authority. Mary had always challenged the 
Edwardian regime, notably by holding and 

supporting Mass in her households despite 
receiving many letters and threats from her 
half-brother. However, in cases such as the 
burning of heretics, the context of beliefs 
and uses of this method of execution is 
often ignored; as Richards put it, “Heresy, 
sometimes referred to as soul killing, was 
widely agreed to be the worst of all crimes.” 
Such events often overshadow positive 
consideration of the achievements of  
Mary I’s reign.

The problems with 
Phillip of Spain 
Another important factor which historians 
fail to see in Mary was her devotion towards 
her husband, Phillip of Spain, whom she 
married in April 1554. This was by far Mary’s 
biggest mistake as Queen, but it also outlines 
some key traits which are shown through 
her difficult marriage. Firstly, it was known 
that Mary’s Council had strongly advised 
her that she should marry a man of English 
blood and not Phillip of Spain, whom Mary 
desired. Opposition was extremely fierce; the 
parliament strongly advised against it as it 
would mean that ties would be broken with 
France since France and Spain were at war 
during this time. However, Mary Tudor was 
not to be told what to do by her own Privy 
Council. Phillip showed a lot less affection 
for Mary and stayed in England only because 
Mary claimed she was pregnant. As Richards 
puts it, “Phillip had little reason to remain in 
England, and many pressing reasons to go”. 
The members of Phillip’s court always looked 
badly at those of the English court and even 
he was growing tired of staying in England. 

The War with France 
In 1556, things started to take a more 
negative turn. The new pope, Paul IV, was 
elected, deeply expressed his hatred for the 
Hapsburgs, and relations between Henry II 

and Mary I started to deteriorate. Richards 
defined it as a “marked antipathy of Paul IV 
towards Hapsburgs in general, and Mary 
by association”. In the end, Mary chose to 
enter into war against the French and the 
Pope, the person who represented everything 
she fought for. The loss of Calais during 
the winter to The Duke of Guise and the 
increasing problems with the Papacy played 
a significant part in Mary Tudor’s downfall; 
in 1558, Mary Tudor died of an illness. This 
episode of Mary Tudor’s life really outlined 
her devotion towards her husband’s cause  
and inevitable fight for what she cared for  
and believed in.

In conclusion, the life of Mary Tudor showed 
us that England was truly able to have a 
strong female monarch despite the immense 
criticism of those who looked down on the 
idea of a ruling Queen.

James M

Cecil Stagg
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Why we should consider the French and Indian War 
an important trigger to the American Revolution

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

There are two main reasons 
why we should consider 
the French and Indian War 
(the Seven Years’ War) 
important to the events of 
the American Revolution. 

The first reason for that is the immense 
influence the war had on the colonial 
developments, identity and perception 
of British power. The French-Indian War 
ushered in the end of the elitist honeymoon, 
pulling the upper strata of colonial population 
back in terms of financial power as well as 
leaving many colonists broke in the knock-on 
effect. This had made the colonists extremely 
sensitive to the post-war British attempts 
to clamp down on smuggling or, even more 
importantly, tamper with colonial legislation. 

The second reason is the fact that many of 
the British reforms that so deeply unsettled 
the colonial landscape were in fact the 
correcting side-effects of the war - through 
those Westminster tried to rescue its finances. 
Therefore, the war essentially influenced both 
sides, with Britain and the colonies turning 
their relations on their heads through the 
means of finance, political influence and 
cultural identity, and thereby preparing the 
revolutionary ground. 

The commonly held premise about the 
French and Indian War is that it had a 
significant positive economic effect on the 
colonies, since it opened new trade avenues 
into Canada. However, Anderson challenges 
this common and somewhat simplistic 
perception of the war, exploring its true 
devastating effects on the colonial economy. 
He argues that by the end of the war, the 
‘British military spending began to taper 
off and the focus of operation shifted from 

Canada to the West Indies.’ The decision of 
the British army to pull out had hit hard on 
all strata of the colonial population from 
the merchants, who owned the inventory 
stores to the ordinary folk, who worked on 
the military building projects, such as roads, 
forts, etc. 

The situation was exacerbated by post-war 
inflation, which made it harder for the 
indebted merchants to pay up. This was 
especially true for the minor merchants, 
who unlike their wealthier counterparts, 
did not have a substantial debt credibility 
and their debts, after all, were too small 
not to be exacted. One of the merchants, 
Thomas Riche, described this situation in 
the following way: ‘if you owe a banker a 
thousand dollars and have five hundred to pay 
him, you are in problem; if you owe a banker 
a million and you don’t have a nickel, he has 
got a partner.’ However, the rapid decline of 
the Northern ports made even the wealthy 
merchants, like Riche, broke. This, in turn, 
had left the likes of carpenters, victuallers  
and artisans out of work as well. 

By 1764, it was evident that the merchant 
elites and the middle class in America were 
on the verge of economic collapse, but they 
were not the only people to whom a severe 
economic blow was dealt. The Southern elites 
were also suffering from the effects of the 
war. Changes in the market due to the major 
territorial reshuffle stipulated by the Treaty of 
Paris had affected tobacco price levels, which 
negatively influenced the subsistence farms in 
Virginia and Maryland. In the meantime, dire 
economic straits in Britain had significantly 
hindered the flow of British credit against 
the sale of future crops. This, coupled with 
the overall decline of the American ports 
and merchant businesses in the 1760s, made 
it harder for the plantationer elites to make 
money. 

Poor economic conditions in the colonies, 
in turn, had forced many merchants to 
become smugglers - thus they could avoid 
tariffs, making their trade less onerous. This 
eventually pitted them against the British 
government, which as one would see, was 
trying to liquidate its war debt and rationalize 
its revenues. 

To sum up, the French and Indian War had 
had a momentous and somewhat ambiguous 
economic effect on the colonies. Although 
one might suggest that the eviction of France 
had the potential to open new markets and 
opportunities for the colonists, Anderson 
clearly argues the opposite. According to 
him, a downward trend in the production 
of war materiel coupled to a major halt in 
the flow of British capital, had led to the 
economic instability in America, which was 
indiscriminate towards the rich and the poor. 
The reforms of the 1760s, in turn, only made 
the things worse for the colonists, ‘becoming 
a worrisome harbinger of change’ for the 
desperate yet still loyal Americans.

Nikita K
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To what extent are free trade policies responsible 
for the decline of American manufacturing jobs?

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

Between 2000 and 2018, output in US 
manufacturing has slowly increased as the 
manufacturing output index rose from 94.40 
to 105.87 . Thus many people perceive US 
manufacturing industry to be problem free. 
However, many overlook one underlying 
problem, which I focus on in this essay: 
the fact that America has lost 5 million 
manufacturing jobs since 2000. Therefore, 
I am curious to investigate reasons why 
manufacturing jobs have decreased, despite 
growth in the industry over the years. 
Amongst US politicians a popular belief is 
that free trade policies are the main reason 
US manufacturing jobs are in decline. 
However, I believe that the decline in 
manufacturing jobs was inevitable and  
that free trade policies benefit US 
manufacturing industry.

Free trade policies are responsible for the 
decline in manufacturing jobs in the US as 
they allow other countries to influence the 
US dollar, because internationally produced 
goods become more appealing over those of 
domestic producers. Since free trade policies 
include welcoming imported products, China 
has seen this as an opportunity to export 
a lot of their cheaper products to the US. 
As Chinese companies receive US dollars 
as a reward for exporting their goods and 
services, they can stockpile dollars in their 
foreign exchange reserve and can reduce 
the tradable amount of dollars. Their value 
appreciates and artificially depreciates the 

Yuan value, which makes China’s exported 
goods cheaper for American consumers. 
Therefore, US manufacturing industries may 
face a reduction in demand thereby forcing a 
reduction in manufacturing jobs.

 Additionally, since imports exceed exports, 
a current account deficit may occur which 
could reduce aggregate demand in America. 
The components of aggregate demand are 
consumption, investment, government 
spending, and net exports. So, aggregate 
demand is bound to decrease because higher 
expenditure on imports than America 
receives from the exports of goods and 
services, causes net exports to be negative. 
Furthermore, as the exporting manufacturing 
industry faces a reduction in profits, investors 
may be deterred by lower returns, thus 
reducing investment in manufacturing in 
the US. Thus aggregate demand decreases. 
As demand for labour in manufacturing is a 
derived demand, a fall in aggregate demand 
could cause structural unemployment. 

 Free trade policies have a positive effect on 
manufacturing because free trade means 
growth for manufacturing firms; according to 
the BEA, at least half of US imports are inputs 
for domestic producers. Therefore, with 
policy-free imports, imported-input costs for 
domestic firms becomes cheaper. So, with 
lower costs of production, firms can earn 
higher profits and fewer workers are forced 
into redundancy as firms are well-equipped to 
cover labour costs. Other than that, free trade 
could also benefit manufacturing industries 
by boosting efficiency and innovation; for 
example, since free trade could potentially 
reduce production costs for some 
manufacturing industries, firms can invest in 
research and development to further improve 
products or their manufacturing process.

 

On the other hand, the decline in 
manufacturing jobs could be caused by 
increasing mechanisation over many years. 
So, at present, machinery has continued to 
develop, becoming more efficient, resulting 
in many firms opting for capital rather than 
labour; for example, the 21st century has seen 
automobile manufacturers favour capital in 
production, to become more efficient - such 
as IRB 6640 welding guns which are 25% 
faster than traditional welding guns. So, by 
incorporating capital-intensive technology, 
manufacturing businesses will reduce 
employment to reduce long-term costs. 

Although this may sound terrible, the 
‘creative destruction’ concept proves 
otherwise. Joseph Schumpeter, the economist 
behind the term, described it as ‘the process 
whereby industrial mutation incessantly 
revolutionizes the economic structure from 
within, destroying the old structure, thus 
creating a new structure. This process of 
creative destruction is the essential fact about 
capitalism.’ Therefore, replacing workers with 
capital can be seen as positive; automation 
can do difficult work much faster and can 
improve a firm’s efficiency, which allows 
manufacturing to survive.

 To conclude, my view still stands that 
free trade policies look promising for the 
manufacturing industry rather than a 
burden: although it may have caused some 
unemployment, the benefits still stand for 
the manufacturing sector as it opens up 
opportunities to grow. Therefore, I believe 
the decline in manufacturing jobs was 
unavoidable as has happened before - 1920s 
to 1930s - and will need to happen in order 
for the industry to revolutionise and be 
competitive with international markets. 
Hence, the decline in manufacturing jobs is 
a process towards a significant increase in 
economic growth.

Muhammad S
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The Decline 
of the Atlantic Puffin

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

In addition to sand eel, herring form part 
of the puffin diet, especially off the coast of 
Norway. Leif Nottestad (Norwegian institute 
for Marine Research) found that even minor 
changes in sea temperatures can affect the 
herring breeding season. This results in 
mismatches between the puffin breeding 
season and that of the herring. Puffin nesting 
activities follow the similar pattern of 
seasonal daylight and, therefore, the nesting 
timing and duration remains the same year 
in year out. However, herring are steered by 
the ocean temperatures and have much more 
flexibility in their spawning season. It can 
vary from as early as February until late April. 

The herring are able to spawn earlier when 
the sea is warmer and later when the sea is 
cooler. They are also observed to move to 
the north not long after spawning season. As 
sea temperatures rise herring spawning can 
start earlier in the year which will mean that 
by the time the puffins breed, most of the 
juvenile and adult herring will have moved 
further north away from the puffin feeding 
areas. This mismatch in the two breeding 
seasons and resulting erratic food supply 
comes at a pivotal time of year for the puffins 
when they are attempting to find fish for  
their chicks. 

Together with the decline 
in population of the 
sand eel, the changing 
spawning pattern of the 
herring illustrates that 
even a minor change in 
sea temperature can have 
a serious impact on the 
puffin population.

Another example of climate change affecting 
the puffin population is the increased 
frequency of extreme weather with many sea 
birds being washed up dead along the coasts 
of the UK and Scandinavia following violent 
storms. Puffins are particularly vulnerable 
here as they spend the majority of their lives 
far out in the North Atlantic. Puffins undergo 
their main moult during winter. During 
this time this leaves them unable to fly and 
therefore escape from adverse weather 
conditions.

Pollution is also having a detrimental effect 
on the puffin population. It has been well 
documented over the last 30 years that oil 
spillages have a catastrophic effect on marine 
life, especially on sea birds which cannot stay 
afloat when their feathers become saturated 
in oil. A recent example of oil pollution was 
found in the North Sea where hundreds of 
deceased sea birds were found covered in an 
oily substance washed up on beaches. It was 
found that a large proportion of these sea 
birds consisted of puffins. 

An additional serious threat to marine 
life is plastic pollution in the oceans as 
documented in David Attenborough’s Blue 
Planet 2 series broadcast in 2018. Globally, 
there has been a massive rise in plastic 
production in recent years and tragically 
much of it ends up in our oceans. Puffins, 
like many sea birds, will eat small plastic 
items confusing them for food or, indeed, 
will consume plastic polluted fish. The 
puffin is unable to digest plastic and they can 
develop a build up of small plastic particles 
in the stomach leaving less room for food. 
This can sometimes lead to starvation and 
eventually death. As worldwide demand in 
plastic increases and the industry expands 
the problem poses an ever-increasing threat 
to all marine life. 

Another factor to consider in the rapid 
decline in the population of puffins is 
hunting by predators. As mentioned earlier, 
puffins lay their eggs in metre-long burrows 
in the ground high above sea cliffs. Burrows 
are extremely effective at protecting the egg 
and the chick from aerial threats such as the 
Arctic Skua and other predatory sea birds 
but when they are on the ground, the chicks 
become vulnerable to ground mammals 
including stoats, weasels and rats. In October 
2018, the Orkney Native Wildlife Project/
RSPB was awarded £6 million to eradicate 
the non-native stoat which has been present 
in the Orkney Islands since 2010. As well as 
trapping stoats, project leaders are training 
specialist dogs to detect and eradicate stoats. 
This is a problem encountered on many small 
islands off the coast of the UK where other 
non-native mammals exist and the absence 
of the terrestrial predator the Red Fox 
means that there is nothing to prevent rapid 
population expansion and resulting decline 
in numbers of ground-nesting sea birds. 

Magnus C
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The Threat of the Fukushima Nuclear Disaster: 
A Review of the Consequent Thyroid Cancer Levels and Food Safety

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

Huge earthquakes hit Eastern Japan on 
11 March, 2011 at 14:47 which brought 
a tsunami of astonishing height. This 
unprecedented tsunami had heavily damaged 
the Fukushima Daiichi (Number One) 
Nuclear Power Station, causing explosions, 
fires and partial meltdown. There are lots of 
workers assigned by TEPCO working in the 
ruins daily, taking frequent breaks to ensure 
their health and safety. After Chernobyl, 
this is the second incident rated 7 on the 
International Nuclear Event Scale (INES) - 
the highest rating. 

Motivation for doing this project was driven 
by an interest in knowing what effects 
radiation has on the human body. This 
nuclear disaster happened when I was small 
and witnessing images on TV of incredible 
destruction caused by the earthquake, 
tsunami and the explosion of Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Station in Japan. Because of 
the radiation, food from Japan was almost 
totally suspended. Hong Kong, as one of 
the cities relying heavily on imported food, 
especially when Japanese food was always 
popular, suffered a lot during that time. 
People were aware of radioactive food as they 
could cause cancer, rather purchasing other 
foreign food despite the high price. Workers 
who sacrificed their health and safety to 
help protect all of us should be admired. 
This accident is unforgettable to me, which 
inspired me to investigate thyroid cancer and 
I-131 to know more from other perspectives.

Iodine-131 is a radioactive isotope of iodine, 
which is now currently used for radioactive 
therapy in hospital, making use of the 
beta rays emitted to treat targeted cells for 
therapeutic use or as a radioactive industrial 
tracer. I-131 can cause mutations and even 
death as it penetrates through our body. 
The thyroid, an organ which looks like a 
butterfly, is a ductless alveolar gland found 
in the anterior neck, just below the laryngeal 
prominence (Adam’s apple). It regulates 
metabolic rate in your body by releasing 
hormones. 

Although I-131 causes thyroid cancer - it also 
cures it! The RAI which stands for radioactive 
iodine, acts as a tracer in the body but also 
as part of the treatment. In a short period of 
radiotherapy, the radiation of a high dose of 
I-131 will penetrate through targeted cells 
and destroys them quickly without affecting 
nearby tissues. It is tricky to cure cancer in a 
child. I-131 is radioactive; children are very 
sensitive to the environment and tissues 
are easily affected. Growing tissues with 
unpredictable mutations will be dangerous. 
Removing the affected thyroid can also be 
risky as their immune system is not strong 
enough, and immunological rejection can 
make them very ill.

Water is essential to all creatures on Earth. 
It is not just I-131; if other radioisotopes are 
also present in water, it is almost impossible 
to filter them out. Since the Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Station exploded, several hundred 
thousands of tons of water have leaked into 
the ocean and ground water. Countless 
amounts of tanks were built in a town near 
the power plant to store contaminated  
water and bags of contaminated soil were 
placed there. Radioisotope levels are still  
at a dangerous level. Many people lost  
homes as they were forced to leave  
for the sake of their health. 

Trees near farmland and soil from the surface 
are stripped to avoid pollutants. Indoor 
dust needs to be absolutely cleared. Wells 
containing potentially radioactive water are 
forbidden for use. Animals or cattle alive 
before 2011 were mostly lost during the 
earthquake evacuation. Some of them still 
exist in the forbidden zone near the power 
plant. Those abandoned animals left there 
on empty farms, have mutated and are not 
safe to consume. Picking wild vegetables is 
not encouraged as the growing environment 
is unknown. Food and water, which we all 
consume every day must be safe. 

In a nutshell, Fukushima Nuclear Disaster 
happened in 2011 and is still a serious issue 
today. We may have underestimated the 
consequences it brings. Thyroid cancer is 
one of the main types of cancer that occurs 
in Japanese locals’ bodies, threatening their 
health, especially children who are still 
growing up. I have realised that a nuclear 
disaster can cause more than various issues 
to such a broad section of the globe. It is a 
severe threat to humans, animals, natural 
habitats, the global economy, our future 
generations and, most essentially, the Earth. 
Safer and more reliable energy sources are yet 
to be researched and developed to avoid any 
radiation disasters occurring again.

Jeffery W
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Why the rise of populism endangers 
European Union legitimacy

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

One of the most 
controversial issues of the 
early part of this century 
has been the steady 
emergence of new popular 
movements extolling 
national and people’s 
interests upon all installed 
supranational political 
institutions.

Subsequently, the ideas of right wing 
populism have quickly emerged but were 
initially noted, in their current usage, by 
the growth of right wing extremism at the 
end of the 20th century in Western Europe, 
facing the collapse of the Soviet bloc with its 
powerful sphere of influence. The concept 
of populism remains difficult to define, 
considering the divergence of views that 
depend on by whom and why it is being used; 
however, the concept of installing a “pro-
popular” ideology in societies can be seen as 
the core idea of populism.

When the idea of a united Europe was finally 
embodied in Maastricht in February 1992, 
the enthusiasm did not let people - especially 
member states - believe that such a utopia, 
would later on divide Europe up ideologically, 
and bring about a significant change in the 
way nation states perceive sovereignty and 
national interest. 

The birth and the roots 
of Europe 
In his book And the Weak Suffer What They 
Must, Yanis Varoufakis, the former Finance 
Minister of Greece, explains how austerity 
is on the way to putting Europe, its ideology 

and its economy into a defensive position in 
the face of the rise of populist movements 
in several European countries, such as Italy, 
Spain, France and, effectively, Greece. 

The book first describes in detail the 
origins of the European dreams and how 
the Eurozone, slowly but surely, has been 
implemented into this new European model 
at the beginning of the new millennium.

How is this related to European Union 
legitimacy ? Since Europe is originally about 
economic development, its sovereignty upon 
member states remains non-existent and its 
legitimacy could be undermined by popular 
uprising against this European homogeneity. 

In 2005, when France rejected the 
constitution through a national referendum, 
the dream of a European constitution was 
certainly the first major failure that proved 
Europe definitely has its limits. There 
were many reasons why this hypothetical 
constitution was rejected by the French 
(amid other refractory European states), 
but the main one was surely the fact that 
France refused to be ruled by a mainstream 
constitution which would ultimately lead to 
the end of a “Europe of Nations” and a move 
towards a “United States of Europe”. This also 
proved that this Europe was not the one its 
pioneers had dreamed of. 

However, it represented important 
weaknesses in terms of internal sovereignty. 
We can consider the immigration crisis as 
being the spark that showed a major fault 
in the current European system, where the 
concept of permeable borders leads to a 
loss of control in term of immigration and 
security. This is a real boon for right wing 
parties who use this as their core ideology 
which, in a time of constant insecurity due to 
the multiple terrorist attacks that occurred in 
Europe since 2015, seduced public opinion 

that started to perceive the European Union 
as a deleterious organism.

In countries that suffer the most from the 
immigration crisis and from European 
Union policies in general, some populist 
characters emerged and came to power, 
such as in Italy, where the right winger 
Matteo Salvini reached the post of Deputy 
Prime Minister alongside Giuseppe Conte 
the Prime Minister, representing the “Five 
Star movement” and the “League” that both 
formed a coalition within the parliament 
(clearly defining themselves as adopting 
populist ideas). The politics of these two 
central characters in Italian political life since 
the 2018 general elections is described as 
being “anti-Europe” and has seduced Italians 
by the radicality of their measures for the 
control of borders as well as a tighter control 
upon the Italian domestic economy. However, 
the recency of these elections make it difficult 
to judge whether this different approach to 
Europe that Italy embraced is efficient in the 
long term or simply a utopia.

Populism is not an ideology, it’s a political 
enterprise, a style. We could certainly not say 
that populism endangers Europe in the same 
way that Fascism did in the 1930s. But it does 
start to implement a new way of thinking and 
provide a directive rope to current extremist 
parties.

Adrien P
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Athletes’ personality types from the 
perspective of the big five model
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In this research, I investigate five main 
personality types (neuroticism, extraversion, 
openness to experience, conscientiousness 
and agreeableness) across four sports, both 
individual and team (sprinting, endurance 
athletes, taekwondo and futsal). I will 
be looking at the impact of these big five 
personality types on elite athletes and try to 
explore overlaps and correlations between the 
sports; I hope to see which personality types 
are most valuable. I think that there will be a 
common thread between the sports with one 
or two traits being valuable in all sports.

Figure 1: Five factor model

The big five model was developed by two 
psychologists, Robert R. McCrae and Paul 
Costa, and was derived from two previous 
models. The first was created in 1936 by 
psychologists Gordon Allport and Henry 
Osbert and the second in 1940’s by Raymond 
Cattell who created a new classification 
reducing the 4,500-factor model of Allport 
and Osbert into a 16 element inventory. 
Finally, McCrae and Costa developed the 
five factor model which aimed to describe 
a person’s characteristics using five 
comprehensive factors. This was referred to 
as the big five factors of personality (Figure 
1). Each of these big five personality traits are 
comprised of six sub traits, which can then 
later be assessed individually to get a more 
definite idea of an individual’s personality.

Research  
For my research, I used a scientific paper, 
The Personality of Highly Trained Athletes 
in view of the Big Five Model. The research 
was carried out by three sports scientists: 
Magdalena Król-Zielinska, Monika Ciekot  
and Jacek Zielinski. 

Their aim was to examine the traits of  
45 athletes practising across four different 
sports at championship level, and to 
categorise the personality profiles using  
the Big Five Model. There were 45 
international level athletes assessed,  
36 men and 9 women aged between 19.3  
and 27.7 years of age across four sports. 
To assess the basic personality traits, the 
authors used a Polish adaptation of Costa 
and McCrae’s NEO-FFI’s personality 
questionnaire comprising of 60 questions 
scored on a five-point modified Likert scale, 
from 1 to 5 where 1 is ‘strongly disagree’ and 
5 being ‘strongly agree’. The scores were 
converted into Sten values. 

Table 1 demonstrates the results of the Sten 
scores, categorised as low, medium and high. 

Cecil Stagg
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Conscien-
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Conclusion  
The results are mostly clear and show 
patterns in the most desirable characteristic 
traits an athlete can hold. Using the results, 
if I were to design an athlete’s characteristic 
types it would look like this:

•  The athlete would score high in 
conscientiousnesss. This is the foundation 
for an athlete’s drive and ambition in 
a sport and without it an athlete could 
lack structure and motivation to push 
themselves.

•  The athlete would score low in neuroticism 
because people who score low in this 
category are able to push aside feelings of 
anxiety and stress. This is important for an 
athlete as it allows them to focus on what 
they are going to need to do to win. 

•  The athlete would score high on 
extraversion because, although it is not one 
of the most important characteristics, it 
can help a person be more relaxed in front 
of people. As athletes sometimes have to 
perform on a worldwide stage in front of 

Table 1: Sten scores for sprinters, endurance, 
taekwondo and futsal athletes; Scores 
presented as average +/- standard deviation

large crowds, being extraverted would let 
them feel more comfortable. 

•  Agreeableness would be a positive/negative 
characteristic based on the type of sport 
you are playing. It is useful to possess in 
team games whereas it is not required in 
individual sports. 

•  The athlete would score high in openness 
to experience. Although this contradicts 
the results found in the study, openness 
to experience could positively affect 
performance. One of the reasons could be 
that it can give athletes the edge over other 
contestants as they are better equipped to 
handle the pressures of a new environment 
because they are more flexible and can 
adapt easily. Equally, the other contestants 
would not be able to do this as easily 
because they are more calculated and base 
their next movements on earlier previously 
taught concepts. If they do not have 
anything to reference, they can crumble, 
which shows why openness to experience 
can benefit an athlete.

After looking through the various data I did 
come to a conclusion that each one of the five 
personality types mentioned had their place 
in an athlete with each of them coming with 
positives and negatives and others being more 
valuable than others. 

It is clear to see that this is only an outline 
focusing on trends and realistically there is no 
single athlete holding the perfect proportion 
of each personality type. However, the data 
presented shows a template displaying the 
most commonly valued personality types 
across the four different sports.

David T

Sport Personality trait (mean  ± SD)

Neuroticism Extraversion Openness to 
experiences

Agreeableness Conscientiousness

Sprinters 4.1 ± 2.5 7.0 ±1.5 3.8 ± 1.5 5.6 ± 2.5 7.7 ± 1.4

Endurance 
athletes 

4.1 ± 2.1 7.5 ± 1.9 4.1 ± 1.2 5.5 ± 1.8 7.9 ± 1.6

Taekwondo 
athletes 

5.1 ± 2.2 5.7 ± 2.0 4.9 ± 1.6 7.0 ± 1.6 7.7 ± 1.4

Futsal player 3.9 ± 1.9 7.1 ± 2.4 4.4 ± 1.6 5.9 ± 1.4 7.3 ± 1.3

Low

Medium

High



112

statistics for each game including free throw 
percentage for the Nets and the opponent. 
In addition, I used the same website to 
download overall statistics for each team 
over each season which included the season 
average free throw percentages for each team 
home and away. I looked at data from the 
2007-2008 season up to the 2017-2018 season 
for Nets games, which yielded 886 games for 
Brooklyn alone. For season averages I looked 
at 2012-2013 to 2017-2018 season, which was 
a total of 14,758 games. 

Free throw percentage is calculated by:

100 X      (made free throws) 
                (free throws attempted)

I have defined the Whammy Effect as:

Away team free throw % at their home 
stadium - Away free throw % at Nets stadium.

 

Fig 3 The Whammy Effect by season

The Whammy Effect 

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

This paper looks at one aspect of the home 
advantage phenomenon: crowd hostility. 
Using data from NBA basketball games 
over ten seasons and my own analysis, 
I investigated the effect one man (Mr 
Whammy) had on the free throw percentage 
of teams who played against the Brooklyn 
Nets at their home arena. 

Mr Whammy (Bruce Reznick) is an 82 year 
old Nets superfan who distracts players at 
the free throw line by techniques such as 
saying the number of the player shooting 
and waving his hands about. By comparing 
free throw percentages - home and away - I 
was able to show that free throw percentages 
at the Barclay Centre were lower than at 
the opposing team’s home stadiums. This 
was striking as most teams when they play 
home and away show no difference in their 
percentage from the free throw line. I found 
a very weak positive correlation between 
the difference of away and home free throw 
percentage and crowd size. This is the first 
time that a paper has investigated this type  
of distraction from one man using real data. 

I accessed data from www.basketball-
reference.com and I used the official ESPN 
web portal as a cross reference. I obtained 
information on all Brooklyn Nets games, 
home and away, using the URL www.
basketball-reference.com/teams/BRK which 
led me to a detailed table for each season with 

Cecil Stagg

Season

2008-9

2009-10

2010-11

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

At Nets

home

75%

73%

77%

75%

73%

76%

72%

75%

77%

75%

Away from

Nets

77%

76%

74%

73%

73%

77%

74%

78%

79%

77%

Whammy

effect

2.9%

2.8%

-2.7%

-2.0%

0.5%

1.6%

1.6%

2.6%

2.3%

2.0%
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Figure 3 shows that the Whammy Effect had 
an average of 2.02% from 2013-2018. This 
is a powerful finding given that on average 
teams have virtually identical free throw 
percentages when playing home and away.

I hypothesise that the consistent positive 
Whammy Effect from 2012-13 could be due 
to the team moving to Brooklyn from New 
Jersey, as Mr Whammy received more fame 
and support in Brooklyn, and therefore NBA 
players have started to know him. He even 
tries to wind them up in their pre-game 
practice, saying, “I’m sorry but I have to make 
you miss.” Although the Whammy Effect 
was at its greatest in the seasons 2008-
2009 to 2009-2010, the next two years, as I 
mentioned earlier, had a negative Whammy 
Effect; so there is no conclusive evidence to 
prove the Whammy Effect was successful in 
those years. 

Distracting players at the free throw line has 
been something many fanbases have tried 
over the years. Mark Cuban (owner of Dallas 
Mavericks) asked the Mavs’ Hoop Troop 
to instruct fans to wave their ThunderStix 

from side to side in unison when opponents 
were taking free throws. The initial results 
were encouraging: in the first game, the 
Mavericks’ opponent, the Boston Celtics, shot 
60 percent from the line, about 20 percent 
below their season average. In the second 
game, the Milwaukee Bucks shot a meagre 
63 percent. But in the third game, the Los 
Angeles Lakers shot 78 percent, about the 
league average. This apparently was enough 
to persuade Cuban to abandon the strategy. 
However, I think there might be something in 
it. Fans tend to wave ThunderStix in random 
directions which creates a unified field of 
randomness. Due to the way the human 
brain receives motion NBA players can easily 
ignore this. However, when the ThunderStix 
are moving in unison players perceive a field 
of background motion. This tricks the brain 
into thinking they themselves are moving and 
therefore putting the player off balance or 
putting them off their shot.

In my work, I presented a new view of home 
field advantage focusing purely on crowd 
distractions and noise. I isolated this by using 

free throws which eliminated other elements 
of a home field advantage.

I found that for the league as a whole from 
2013-2018 the average difference in free 
throw percentage between home and away 
games was 0.05% (with a lower percentage 
when playing away). However, for Brooklyn 
games specifically there was a consistent 
gap with free throw percentages for home 
games being on average 2 percentage points 
lower than away games. This is compelling 
evidence to suggest that Mr Whammy may 
have an important impact on opponents’ 
performance. 

Hector S 
Captain of School 2018/19

Mr Whammy attempting to distract player taking a free throw
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Prisoners 
of Geography

Cecil Stagg Project Extract

In Prisoners of Geography, 
Tim Marshall identifies 
Africa as a continent which 
is significantly affected by 
its geography. 

Marshall talks about how Africa became 
‘prisoners of the political geography the 
Europeans made’. This refers to the border 
lines the Europeans drew and how they 
named the areas between the lines based 
on how far their businessmen and explorers 
travelled rather than on the people who were 
settled there. 

The natural geography also inhibits African 
progress as, although they have ‘lovely 
beaches’, their natural harbours and ports 
are terrible. This means that big cargo ships 
cannot dock here, which limits the trading 
capabilities of Africa as a continent. The 
major rivers of the Congo, Zambezi and 
the Nile are important for settlers and also 
tourism for the countries within Africa; 
however, although beautiful, they are not 
good for transportation. This is due to the 
steep gradient of the terrain when travelling 
from north to south in Africa; this means 
that there are many drops and water falls. 
No ships can therefore travel down these 
rivers which limits their use as trading routes. 
Without ports and inter-connectivity Africa as 
a continent can never expect to be massively 

influential on the global scale of trade. 

However, an example of the importance 
of these rivers is found by Marshall in the 
historian Herodotus’ words: ‘Egypt is the 
Nile, and the Nile is Egypt.’ This is because 
without the Nile there would be no one there 
as most of their 84 million population lives in 
a very close vicinity to the Nile as it is a water 
and food source for many.

A comparison between the nations of Nigeria 
and the DRC (Belgian Congo) give an 
interesting indication of how important the 
government of the nation is to allow you to 
access the positives that globalisation brings.

In the nineteenth century the Congo was 
granted to King Leopold II of Belgium. Rather 
than being a Belgian colony, this was seen as a 
‘personal’ concession to the king and he used 
the Congo to boost his own personal wealth. 
The Congo’s wealth included rubber trees and 
this rubber was brutally extracted by the use 
of slave labour. (The use of slave labour was 
common under Leopold and it involved the 
majority of the population.) As the rubber 
was then exported to fuel the wealth of 
Europe and America the Congo was unable 
to boost its own economy as resources were 
being exploited by Leopold for his benefit. 
The Belgian elite had no motive to develop 
the Congo. Mining ultimately boomed, 
but this left all the underpaid workers in 
terrible conditions at work and at home 
due to the exploitation of these minerals 
by America and Europe. Citizens were thus 
kept at an infantile level of development 
that suited the rulers and mine owner but 
when independence came in 1960 there was 
ultimately no home-grown elite who could 
run the country, exploit their resources for 
their economic benefit and ultimately take 
part in globalisation. 

However, the situation in Nigeria was very 

different as within the 19th century the 
colony of Lagos was a busy cosmopolitan port. 
Its citizens were involved in business and 
employed in official capacities. Africans were 
also represented on the Lagos Legislative 
Council (an appointed assembly) which was 
important as it gave the residents a say in how 
they were being ruled. This early era for the 
colony of Lagos set up Nigeria to become one 
of the richest countries in Africa. 

It is the top oil producer in Africa as there 
were 37.2 billion barrels (5.91×109 m3) of 
proven oil reserves in Nigeria as of 2011 and 
the 11th largest in the world. The exploitation 
attracts a lot of foreign investment into 
Nigeria and boosts their economy which 
allows them to have a prosperous business 
centre within Lagos. The position of Nigeria 
today can be put down to the original colony 
of Lagos which successfully educated the 
residents and gave them a voice in the 
legislature of the colony. This meant that 
there were a sufficient number of academic 
candidates who were able to run the country 
and exploit their resources to ultimately 
benefit the Nigerian economy. 

However, the discovery of oil and natural 
gas is one of the main factors that has led 
to government corruption within Nigeria 
today. I believe the DRC is also a ‘prisoner 
of geography’ due to the political unrest in 
the country through the ongoing war with 
Rwanda, European and American exploitation 
of their minerals and the fact that they are 
mainly landlocked.

Alexander F

Cecil Stagg
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Proud sponsors of Merchiston Rugby.

Visit our showrooms to view and test drive  
the entire Mercedes-Benz range.

Mercedes-Benz of Edinburgh  
at Newbridge and Fort Kinnaird.

Mercedes-Benz of Edinburgh & Coldstream 
EDINBURGH EAST 7 Whitehill Road, Newcraighall, Edinburgh EH15 3HR 
EDINBURGH WEST Edinburgh’s Luxury Car Village, Newbridge EH28 8QW 
COLDSTREAM 1 Guards Road, Coldstream TD12 4AL

0333 241 6297 | www.mercedes-benzofedinburgh.co.uk 

Mercedes-Benz 
UK Retailer of  
the Year 2018
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Director of Sport 

Welcome to this year’s Sports section of 
the Merchistonian. This year we have the 
opportunity to celebrate a rich variety 
of sporting success at the School. At 
the Sportsman’s Dinner, we decided to 
commemorate these achievements by 
digging a little deeper into the history and 
tradition of Merchiston sport and to draw 
inspiration from the sportsmen and staff who 
have been here before us. We were helped 
in this aim by three special guests, and 
former members of staff at the school: Bill 
Donaldson, Frank Hadden and Charles Swan.

We believe Bill is our oldest surviving captain of the 1XV 
(1946-47 and 1947-48). Bill is also the son of Merchistonian, 
JR Donaldson, who was Captain of Cricket for five years from 
1916-1921. Both father and son captained the School and 
Bill was also a teacher here for 18 years. Frank was one of 
the School’s first Directors of Rugby. He based his coaching 
on developing skills, so that when boys arrived at the 1XV, 
they were far more skilled than their rivals. He left in 2000 
to take on the Head Coach role at Edinburgh Gunners, now 
Edinburgh Rugby, before being appointed as Scotland Head 
Coach. Finally, Charles was both a boy and teacher at the 
School. He was Head of Cricket, Master in Charge of Fives  
and coached the B1s and 1XV during his 24 years here.

We were also delighted to welcome four Merchistonians 
who were outstanding in our three major games: Stafford 
McDowell, Oli and George Hairs and Jay Younger. This 
allowed us to link the tradition and heritage of our 
distinguished guests with some more recent success.

Since Stafford left in 2016 he has gone on to captain Scotland 
U20s, secure his first full professional contract with Glasgow 
Warriors and also be included in the Scotland Squad for 
their 2019 Six Nations Campaign. Oli Hairs, eldest son of Ms 
Waldron, was an exceptional cricketer while at school. Oli 
left the School in 2012. He received his first ‘cap’ for Scotland 
whilst still at school. He is currently playing cricket for the 
Eastern Knights and Scotland A squads. Brother of Oli, George 
Hairs, was a very talented schoolboy athlete, representing 
Scotland in cross-country. He was a regular member of the 
1XI and, whilst at Durham University, was a 1XV rugby player. 
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Our 2012 Captain of Athletics, Jay was an exceptional athlete 
at Merchiston and role model to his peers. His name is still 
frequently mentioned around the School as he still holds the 
School 400m record with a time of 47.62s.

These staff and recent leavers are but a few of the many who 
have contributed to the history, tradition and success of 
Merchiston sport over the years. However, they allow us to 
draw on a theme: standing on the shoulders of giants. The 
idea is an ancient one. If you stand on the shoulder of a giant 
you can see further than them. In a sporting context, you may 
be better than they ever were, but you can only achieve these 
heights because of the foundations they have laid. 

Our current ‘giants’ include the amazing team of staff  
whose passion for sport and this School’s sporting traditions, 
run deep:

From Mr Deans and Mr Blair driving forward our sector-
leading rugby programme, to Mr Lieberman improving 
participation and results in football; Mr McCorkell starting 
the hockey programme from scratch, to now administering 
40 hockey fixtures a season, to Mr Raikes, instilling our values 
along with first class delivery to Pringle boys; 

From Mr Gilmour providing outstanding cricket coaching 
throughout our winter months, to Mr Murdoch, Mr 
Brewer and Mr Lundy providing world class tennis and golf 
programmes to both our academies; 

From Mr Sanford inspiring our basketballers, week in week 
out, with his infectious enthusiasm, or Mr Hillier taking time 

out from his holidays to take boys down to Fives National 
Championships;

Mr Harrison providing seamless whole-school events like the 
Cross Country or Senior Games, to Mr Noble and Mr Troxler’s 
early morning starts as part of designing Scotland’s leading 
schoolboy strength, conditioning and screening programme; 

Also, Dr Pettigrew and Mrs Nicol quietly, and with no fuss, 
driving boys around Edinburgh for badminton or squash 
fixtures, whilst Dr Nugent organises the logistics for our  
golf programme.

Our staff, across Merchiston sport, truly are amazing.

Unfortunately, we do have to say goodbye to two of our giants: 
both Mr Robson and Mr Lear are leaving us this year. Mr 
Robson has been a very popular coach with both U16B rugby 
and U15B cricket. His enthusiasm and competitiveness have 
really rubbed off on the boys and I know this will be missed. 
Mr Lear has helped coach the senior rugby and athletics 
programmes. As a very able rugby player and athlete his 
coaching of these two major sports in the school has been  
very much appreciated and he has been able to provide a high 
level of technical knowledge to our boys. 

I would also like to recognise the support given to Merchiston 
sport and the boys from the Headmaster and our School 
Leadership Team. This is not always easy and is an ongoing 
journey. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr 
Charman, in particular, for his continued support as sport 
continues to play a huge part in the co-curricular life of a 

Sport
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Merchiston boy. Mr Charman has been the driving force 
behind the success of this School’s sport for a number of 
years: the Golf and Tennis Academies, the introduction of 
SOCS (school calendar system)  and the construction of the 
Merchiston astro pitch are just a few of his recent initiatives.

Finally, the ground staff, medical and catering departments 
are a credit to the School and continue to offer our boys an 
outstanding service. Without these departments we would not 
be able to run any of our competitive sport, which shows how 
vital a cog they are in our community. 

With the enthusiasm of the boys working in tandem with 
the expertise of the coaching staff all being supported by the 
efforts of the teams mentioned above, sport at Merchiston is in 
an extremely healthy place. Hopefully, with a reminder of the 
traditions we hold at this School, the next cohort will allow us 
to stand taller and see further than ever before.

Stewart Crerar Quaich for International Sporting 
Achievement: Jamie D

Mann Shield for Team of the Year: U18 Tennis

Duncan Watson Memorial Vase for Sportsman of the Year: 
Jamie D

Mr R McCann
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Rugby 
1XV

Our season started in August with a 
fantastic tour of South Africa. The tour 
provided some amazing on and off the field 
experiences for the boys, which not only 
brought them closer together as a team, but 
also allowed them to grow as individuals. 

Our final game against Bishops College was a clear indicator 
of how much the boys had progressed in such a short space of 
time. The boys displayed an outstanding attitude by physically 
dominating in defence and using the choke tackle to full effect 
throughout the game. What was really pleasing was the maturity 
shown in the boys’ use of a kicking strategy, which had been  
a huge focus from the previous season. We left South Africa 
really excited about what this group of boys could achieve  
in the season ahead.

Our first conference match was away to Dollar Academy where 
we recorded a 52-7 victory. The boys displayed a very mature 
and controlled performance throughout, with co-captain 
Lachlan G leading from the front. The forwards dominated and 
made effective use of the driving maul. A highlight was a well 
worked set-piece move from a lineout resulting in a cracking 
try by Rory S-C. Rory T displayed his goal kicking ability by 
beautifully converting from all angles of the pitch.

Our next conference match was at home against Stewart’s 
Melville College, which resulted in a 63-7 victory. After a slow 
start and going 7-0 down after ten minutes through an intercept 

try, the boys turned it around and displayed one of their finest 
performances of the season. Playing with real attacking intent, 
the boys were very clinical in every attacking opportunity 
and it was a real joy to watch. Matthew C scored an excellent 
hat-trick of tries and Rory S-C showed how devastating he is 
in attack when given space. Rory T continued his fine goal 
kicking record with a 100% success rate. The opposition coach 
kindly commented at the end of the game that it was the best 
performance from a schoolboy team he had ever witnessed.

Strathallan away was our next conference match, which resulted 
in a 52-19 victory. The game proved to be a very physical and 
tough encounter. The boys again produced some scintillating 
rugby, playing with width and offloading to score some fantastic 
long-range team tries. Rory S-C scored a hat-trick, using his 
electric pace and power. Findlay-Broch M came off the bench  
to make his debut and made an impact scoring a brace of tries.

Our next fixture was Round 3 of the Scottish Cup away to 
Morrison’s Academy, which resulted in a 71-7 victory. A number 
of our younger players were given an opportunity to play and it 
was exciting for the coaches to see the talent coming through. 
Fin S picked up a well-deserved hat-trick of tries.

In Round 4 we played Glenalmond away from home, which 
resulted in a 50-5 victory. It was a strong team performance in 
greasy, difficult conditions to play fast-flowing attacking rugby. 
Ryven E had a superb performance at prop, having only recently 
converted to the position from the back row. Rory T kicked 
intelligently throughout, including a clever cross field kick for  
a try which displayed excellent vision and execution.

Sport

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

23 20 0 3 854 265 589
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During the October break we then travelled with 26 boys to 
the St Joseph’s Festival in Ipswich. The coaches and boys love 
this two day tournament as it allows us to test ourselves against 
some of the best opposition in the UK. Our co-captains, Jamie D 
and Lachlan G, gave the following account of the tournament:

The annual St Joseph’s Rugby Festival gave the 
Merchiston Squad a big opportunity to build on 
what had already been a great start to the season.

On Day One, we had a tough initial challenge against John 
Fisher School, which posed a big physical challenge up 
front, but an initial try from Rory S-C gave the group some 
confidence and, despite periods of pressure, two tries from 
Fin S and conversions from Rory T made the final score 
19-10.

The second game on Day One was against Whitchurch High 
School, who had narrowly lost out to St Joseph’s in game 
one. This was even more of a test for the group but Rory T 
slotted an early penalty to settle the nerves. At half time, 
Whitchurch led 7-3 but the boys did not panic and, through 
looking after the ball, managed to score tries through Dean 
A, and two from George K, as well as a touch line conversion 
from Rory T. Full time win 20-7.

The last game of the day was on pitch one against hosts, and 
also unbeaten, St Joseph’s College. This would be a massive 
test for the squad. Despite initial field position for St 
Joseph’s, we managed to exit effectively and apply pressure 
for Rory S-C to go in for an early try, 5-0. This was followed 

up by a slick move, putting Jamie D in and conversion from 
Rory T, taking the half time score to 12-0. In the second 
half we weathered a storm and came away with a 12-7 win 
against the hosts, in front of a big crowd, to finish day one.

Next up was recovery and relaxing on Saturday evening, 
looking forward to Cup Group B on Day Two.

After a very successful first day at the tournament, we 
were faced with a further three group matches in the cup 
competition against Hurstpierpont College, Denstone 
College and RGS Newcastle - three very tough matches  
that would be both physical and tiring on our bodies.

First up in the day was Hurstpierpont College: right 
from the kick off we managed to apply pressure on Hurst 
and scored two quick tries from Jamie D, plus a Rory T 
conversion put us 12-0 up with only a few minutes played. 
Hurst rallied, however, and managed to pull one back 
before Rory S-C scored another try to put us 17-7 up. From 
here we were able to hold out the game and maintain our 
momentum built from Day One.

Our second group match was against Denstone, a large 
and physical side which had beaten Millfield comfortably 
the previous day. We did not start this match with the 
intensity and physicality needed to match Denstone and 
found ourselves down 7-0 early on. However, we rallied and 
a strong carry from George K levelled the scoring with the 
conversion from Rory T. After this early exchange, Denstone 
crossed the line twice more to extend a 21-7 lead before Fin 
S scored a great interception from the halfway to draw us 
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to one score behind. Denstone finished the game with a 
penalty to bring our first defeat of the tournament 24-14.

With the hope of qualifying for the Cup Final still a 
possibility, our final group match against RGS Newcastle 
was all to play for. This game was also an opportunity for 
a lot of boys to step up into the starting team who had not 
been exposed to as much game time and prove their position 
in the team. A very strong RGS Newcastle team ran out 
winners of this match 23-0 but the score line did not reflect 
the closer nature of the actual play.

Over what was a very successful two days for the whole 
squad, there were many positives to be taken as a team 
as well as plenty of work-ons for some of the important 
upcoming fixtures we were yet to face back in Scotland.

Jamie D and Lachlan G (Co-captains) 

After returning from St Joseph’s we faced Edinburgh Academy 
at home in the conference, which resulted in a 31-12 victory. 
It is always traditionally a very tricky first half with Edinburgh 
Academy and this year proved no different. A highlight from the 
game had to be a sublime piece of skill from Jamie D with a super 
offload to Fin S who found Marcus C to score a long-range try.

Our next conference game was against George Watson’s College, 
which resulted in a 22-29 defeat. Our focus was not quite 
evident during the warm up and, unfortunately, this continued 
into the match with some very uncharacteristic mistakes. The 
boys came back into the game towards the end; however, the 
better team won. Knowing we potentially had another fixture 

against them a couple of weeks later in the Cup gave the boys an 
immediate focus on the areas that needed to be improved upon.

We then played George Heriot’s away in the quarter-final, which 
resulted in a 38 - 5 victory. We got off to a flying start with Jamie 
D scoring from the first play of the game. However, it wasn’t 
until the last twenty minutes of the game that we really got our 
game going.

The next game was the semi-final of the Cup against George 
Watson’s College, which resulted in a 22-17 victory. It was a nail-
biting, tight game throughout. Having played them two weeks 
previously in the conference we did our homework and learned 
the lessons from that defeat. A set piece move back down the 
blind from a lineout was executed with perfection and resulted 
in Rory S-C scoring. The winning try came from William H. Our 
game management was outstanding and our defence was very 
solid. In particular, the choke tackle proved to be very effective 
throughout.

Our next fixture, the Cup Final, was played at BT Murrayfield 
Stadium against St Aloysius’ College, which resulted in a 40-7 
victory. In what was a close first half, the boys defended with 
some excellent dominant hits and managed to remain cool 
under pressure. They regrouped at half time and came out and 
produced some fantastic attacking rugby in the second half with 
some superb team tries. It was an amazing occasion with the 
whole school supporting and we were all just so proud of the 
commitment displayed by the boys.

A few days later we faced Glenalmond at home and it was a 
great opportunity for the younger boys to have a run out and 

Sport
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show what they could do. The boys stepped up and delivered 
and we came away with a 52-10 victory.

After the Christmas break we played on the indoor pitch at the 
Oriam and recorded a 33-20 victory. It is always difficult to get a 
consistent performance after the break, as boys return with lower 
fitness levels than they are used to! Despite this, the boys played 
some excellent rugby and scored some cracking team tries.

Our final game of the season was against Ayr at home, which 
resulted in a 78-5 victory. It proved to be a superb team 
performance with seven of our Under-17 players stepping up  
to the plate, which showed promise for next season. In attack  
the boys played with width and used their offloading game to 
superb effect.

We then moved into the 7s season and 14 boys travelled down 
to Rosslyn Park in London for the biggest schools tournament 
in the world. The boys were outstanding throughout the two 
days, displaying amazing commitment and effort in defence 
and some sublime skills in attack. We just missed out on a place 
in the final in the last seconds of the game. However, the boys 
held their heads high and we had numerous comments from 
other coaches quick to tell us how impressed they were with the 
Merchiston boys.

It was a privilege for us to coach such a wonderful group of 
boys this season. They have been a very special group who 
demonstrated a fantastic attitude to everything that was thrown 
at them. They are one of the most intelligent, skillful, cohesive, 
mature, passionate and ruthless groups of players that we, as a 
group, have ever had the honour of coaching. They were a tight 
group who encouraged and worked hard for one another and 
continued to strive to improve at every turn. The boys’ attitude 
and hard work, ultimately, led to a very successful season. We 
wish each and every one of them the very best of luck for their 
future rugby careers, in whatever form that takes.

Congratulations must go to Matthew C, Jamie D and Dan G  
for representing Scotland at Under-18 level this season.

At the senior End of Season dinner, the following awards  
were presented:

Most improved senior player - Ryven E

The Mair Sword for tackling - George K

Contribution to the 1XV - William H

SOLID CASTLE Award - Lachlan G

Try of the year - Marcus C

Player’s player of the year - Rory S-C 

3XV player of the year - Tim W

2XV player of the year - Alex F

1XV player of the year - Jamie D

1XV jerseys were presented to the following boys:

Rvyen E, Doug T, George K, Hector S, James L, Will H,  
Will S, Fin S, Jamie D, Rory T, David T, Owain A,  
Matthew C, Dean A, Rory S-C, Jack D, Hamish H, Hamish C, 
Alex G, Oliver F, Marcus C, Archie S, Alex F, Stuart R.

Mr R Deans and Mr D Blair
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Rugby 
2XV

Any successful first team is also a reflection 
of the strength of its second team. This 
year’s statistics of 17 fixtures played and 13 
won really show how well this group has 
trained and developed over the season.

Our season started in South Africa where the highlight on the 
field had to be our penultimate match against Bishops College. 
This fixture was lost by a point with the last kick of the game. 
However, the learning that came from this loss helped cement 
the understanding of the squad’s style of play. The tour also 
provided so many unique experiences which broadened and 
inspired individuals. This was a privilege to be part of and it was 
very pleasing to see the connections that were made amongst 
the players. I was equally impressed with the travelling family 
support; thank you to all those who made the trip.

The 2XV endeavours to play an intelligent, expansive style of 
rugby and two of the games which stood out during the season 
came against 1XV level opposition: High School of Dundee and 
Robert Gordon’s College. Across these two fixtures we scored a 
total of 117 points with tries coming from forwards and backs. 
It was evident from these games that our style of play was 
sophisticated and our skills were being executed at a higher  
pace than those of our opposition. It was exciting to see 
individuals from the Lower Sixth stand out in these fixtures; 
Alex G’s powerful ball carrying ability in Aberdeen showed  
his exciting potential. 

The 1XV to 3XV train together at this School and this plays  

an important role in helping support and develop players. It was 
pleasing to see 15 boys who had not previously played 1XV rugby 
move from the 2XV to achieve appearances this season. Findlay-
Broch M enjoyed his debut with a brace of tries and it was 
fantastic to see the sense of achievement and pride he had. I am 
excited to see these boys develop into the leaders of the squads 
and become role models for the younger years next year. 

Alex F became our player of the year. He was also our top points 
scorer and played an integral role in the 1XV Cup Final success. 
Ryven E won most improved and went onto to be a consistent 
starter in the 1XV, switching positions along the way. This shows 
the amazing effort he puts into his training. Special mention 
must also go to Robert A who added a high number of tries and 
a consistent work ethic to the team this year. Archie S and J-P 
C formed a formidable centre partnership and are both exciting 
prospects moving forwards. Thank you again to our captain  
Tom S-D who led by example and our Upper Sixth leavers. All 
players can feel they have achieved great things this year and 
will be well equipped to move on to whatever challenges await 
them in the future.

Mr I Noble

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

17 13 0 4 542 247 295

Sport
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Rugby 
3XV

I had the distinct pleasure of playing for 
the 3XV this season, and what a season it 
was. Ranging from huge wins to marginal 
losses, the 3XV squad was a testament  
to the School’s values as we fought for  
the badge. 

Highlights include the first game of the season against Dollar, 
in which standout players were Muhammad S, Han J, Logan 
P and, most notably, Stuart R. Also, number 7 Tim W really 
stepped forward and involuntarily took up the role of kicker, 
nailing the ball into touch from all areas of the field with 
wondrous slices flying through the air. 

Another season highlight must be the Stewart’s Melville game, 
when we were playing at home. With the skills on show from 
our squad it is a hard game to forget. Jamie S, in particular, 
bumped off four boys to score a length of the field try. 

However, none of this would be possible without the coaching 
we received from Mr Lear, Mr Noble, Mr Blair and Mr Deans. 
Another massive thank you must go out to the whole squad, 
who made this a very enjoyable year of rugby.

Archie F, Lower Sixth

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

8 3 0 5 151 151 0

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

19 16 1 2 643 125 518

Rugby 
U16A

This special group of young men have 
huge potential both individually and 
collectively, and they can look back on 
this season with great pride. They worked 
incredibly hard throughout the campaign 
to ensure they gave themselves the best 
chance of success, and for there to be 
an element of disappointment with a 
‘played 19, won 16, drawn 1 and lost 2’ 
record illustrates the standards they hold 
themselves to.

The season started well with good wins against Melrose and 
Dollar before a frustrating loss away to Stewart’s Melville. The 
team clawed themselves back into the game after conceding 
three cheap tries in the first fifteen minutes, and were then 
ultimately beaten by the clock as they finished strong.

This was a great lesson, though, and initiated a ten game 
unbeaten run, which included victories against a very strong 
Newcastle School for Boys and a conference win away to 
George Watson’s. This win would confirm a joint top place 
finish in the conference.
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The 5-point cup semi-final loss away to Watson’s was bitterly 
disappointing and, to add to the pain, the team lost its vice 
-captain, Oscar T, for the rest of the season due to a shoulder 
injury. The team kept fighting and won their remaining five 
matches, the highlight of these being the 15-12 win away to  
a strong Stirling County team in horrendous weather. It was 
a soaking wet mud bath and the resilience and belief the boys 
showed in the second half to steal the win was immense and  
a fitting way to end their time together as a year group side.

The boys trained brilliantly for 7s and were desperate to play 
in the Merchiston tournament, which was unfortunately 
cancelled due to poor weather. I believe they would have been 
a great team to watch and it was a great shame this did not  
go ahead.

No fewer than 34 players represented the U16As this season, 
which illustrates the strength in depth of the squad, and seven 
of these players went on to achieve international honours 
with the Scotland U16 team: James L, Teddy T, Guy N, Rudi B, 
Adam W, Ben A and Alex C.

The attitude and effort levels of all players were outstanding 
and they personified the values they highlighted as a group  
at the start of the season through their actions on and  
off the pitch. 

One of the values they selected that I feel sums these young 
men up is ‘relentlessness’. This goes hand in hand with 
resilience and determination, and anyone who has seen them 
train and play will understand; they work so hard for each 
other and set themselves big goals and high standards which 

will drive them towards excellence.

Each and every young man in the U16s squad has developed 
as a player in terms of their game understanding, fitness and 
skill levels, and this is down to a number of factors: their 
rugby experiences to date, including excellent coaching in 
their previous years, first class strength and conditioning, and 
access to video analysis software. This is all laid on for players 
but it is ultimately up to each individual and each squad as 
to whether or not they make the most of these resources and 
opportunities. 

The group was superbly led by Lachlan L, who is an intelligent, 
hard-working and talented leader. He was ably assisted by 
Oscar T, Teddy T and Adam W. Many of this group will ask big 
questions in next year’s senior squad and I will look on with 
great excitement and pride.

Mr F Main

Sport
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Rugby  
U16B

A dozen games, 6 wins, 6 losses, 38 
different players, and a lot of tries both 
for and against made for a thoroughly 
enjoyable U16B season. 

Victories against Dollar, Edinburgh Academy and Stirling 
County, despite the torrential weather, were particular 
highlights, as was the 22-24 last minute loss against Dunbar 
Grammar School. 

The spirit and approach shown by the players throughout the 
season was a credit to both the School and, more importantly, 
themselves. Even when games were not going our way, Stewart’s 
Melville Away most notably, the leaders in the team kept the 
collective mind-set positive and never gave up. All of the players 
should be proud of their effort and approach this season.

Reflecting on where we were as a team in September compared 
to now, it gives me great pleasure to note the development 
in the players’ understanding of the game, their technique in 
both attack and defence, and their ability to play fast running 
rugby. The desire shown by many of the squad to develop in 
their particular position, and enhance their skill sets has been 
impressive. I wish the whole squad the best in their future 
sporting careers, and I know many of the boys will go on to 
successfully represent the School in senior rugby.

Mr C Robson

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

12 6 0 6 252 211 41
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Rugby 
B1

Building on an unbeaten season at U14 
level was never going to be an easy task; 
however, this year’s B1s started the 2018/19 
season in the same form by winning all of 
their fixtures in September and October  
in convincing fashion. 

During half term, the squad travelled down south to take part 
in the U15 Langley Rugby Festival to compete with the best U15 
sides in England, with the goal of winning the tournament for 
the first time in Merchiston’s history. 

The tournament started well with a decisive victory over 
Abington School. In the deciding game of the pool stages, 
Merchiston faced a strong Dulwich College side and were forced 
to defend for sustained periods throughout the game. In spite of 
this, the team ran out eventual 22-5 winners thereby securing 
their place in the semi finals on Day Two of the competition. 

The next morning, the spirit amongst the squad was high and 
the boys were excited to get back out on the rugby field to show 
what they could do. Winning the semi final against Bedford 
School with a strong performance, Merchiston were drawn 
against tournament hosts Langley School in the final. 

At the final, the home crowd seemed to grow in size and 
the boys found themselves under pressure from the loud 
and confident home support. However, the squad remained 
confident in their capabilities and refused to let external 
factors affect their mind-set. A dominant team performance 

silenced the home crowd and a comprehensive 34-0 victory 
meant this year’s B1s had secured their goal of becoming the 
first Merchiston, and Scottish, side to win the U15 Langley 
Rugby Festival. The effort shown on the day was epitomised 
by the attitude of youngsters Callum B and Tom C who fitted 
seamlessly into the squad and showed the future is bright for 
Merchiston rugby.

After their success down south, Merchiston travelled back to 
Scotland an improved side and continued to show the same 
form they had displayed at Langley. Facing an unbeaten Fettes 
College side at Fettes in late November, the team showed a real 
sense of maturity and intensity in testing conditions and came 
away with a hard-fought but comprehensive 54-5 victory. After 
beating Fettes, the team continued their unbeaten run of form 
with victories over Loretto School, Dollar Academy, Dunbar 
Grammar School and Ayr RFC. 

The Rugby Sevens season was unfortunately disrupted by bad 
weather with the cancellation of the Merchiston 7s for the 
second consecutive year running. Fortunately, in late March 
the weather conditions improved and the U15s travelled down 
south to Newcastle to take part in the Newcastle Falcon’s 
U15 Schools’ 7s Festival. Securing hard fought victories over 
Kirkham, Yarm School, Durham School and Newcastle RGS in 
the group stages, the team progressed to face the formidable 
Sedbergh School in the final of the Festival. Trailing 7-5 at 
half-time in a fiercely contested encounter, Merchiston fought 
tooth and nail in the second half securing a memorable 12-7 
victory to cap off a fantastic unbeaten season with a second 
piece of silverware.

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

20 20 0 0 1119 48 1071
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Following an outstanding performance against a Crusaders 
Charity squad in the final game of the 2018/19 season, this 
year’s B1s finished the season top of the SOCS Performance 
League with a record-breaking points difference of 1071 points. 
Congratulations to Matthew de V who finished the season as  
top points scorer with an impressive total of 215 points from  
22 games and Captain Rudi B who amassed an impressive  
haul of 35 tries in 18 games.

I would like to thank the boys - in particular Captain Rudi B and 
Vice-Captain Robbie D - for their hard work and dedication in 
what has been a record breaking season in every sense. This is a 
truly special group of players who have been a pleasure to work 
with and, moving forward, I believe they have the potential to 
develop further and flourish at U16 level. I would also like to 
thank Mr Hall for his continued help and support; without his 
expertise - especially in back play and 7s - the team would not 
have enjoyed the success it has this season. 

Congratulations to Freddie C for winning this year’s Coaches’ 
Player of the Year Award, Matthew de V for winning the 
Players’ Player of the Year Award and Felix M for winning the 
Most Improved Player Award. What is more, I would like to 
congratulate Andrew S, Robbie D and Jonathan L-N for their 
inclusion in the Edinburgh Rugby U16 Pathways Programme 
and Rudi B and Alex C for being selected to represent Scotland 
U16 over the Easter holidays. 

The future of Scottish rugby is certainly navy and scarlet!

Mr S Douglas

This was a hard season for the B2 rugby 
team. The fixture list was not an easy 
one with over half the fixtures against 
1st teams. Despite this, the team made 
progress and recorded some good wins 
and gained a lot of experience. 

With three losses in a row, the boys recorded their first win 
against Strathallan School. Against another B team, the players 
grew in confidence and ran in some excellent tries, with backs 
and forwards combining well together. 

It was hoped that this first win would ignite the season. 
However, Loretto’s 1st team proved to be too good and the boys 
seemed to be back to square one. In many ways this was the 
pattern of the season with a win followed by a loss. 

Despite this, the squad never lost enthusiasm for training 
and playing. Training against the B1s was hard at times but it 
allowed the B2s to work on their defence, which was an area 
that needed plenty of work. Indeed when the B1s suffered from 
injuries a number of the B2 squad got the opportunity to move 
up and test themselves at a higher level. 

Probably the most satisfying result was the return fixture 
against Stewart’s Melville School. The team were well beaten 
in the first fixture of the season but with one or two players 
dropping back down to the B2s the team played to the game 
plan and won 56-5. 

Rugby 
B2

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

14 6 0 8 337 388 -51
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Despite not being successful in terms of the results the boys 
showed resilience by continuing to play for one another. Their 
behaviour on and off the field was exemplary and they were 
well captained by Oscar J. Thanks to all those involved and  
I am looking forward to seeing the progress of the players in 
the seasons to come. 

Coaches’ player: Max M

Players’ player: Christian B

Most improved: Felix B

Mr B Hall

Sport

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

6 2 0 4 134 144 -10

Rugby 
B3

It has been a very positive season for the 
B3 squad in which the focus has been on 
players improving their individual and 
team skills. A number of boys had played 
for several seasons and built on their 
experience, whilst there were several 
players who were new to the game and 
learned the intricacies and art of rugby 
very quickly and impressively. 

Two highlights were convincing victories over Stewart’s 
Melville (30-10) and George Watson’s (64-12). The boys were 
capable of moving the ball into space and supporting each 
other very well. 

One amazing second half revival was almost on the scale of the 
most recent Calcutta Cup match. Languishing at 28-0 at the 
interval, the boys came within a score before eventually losing 
33-52 to a strong Lasswade High School U15A XV. 

It was excellent to witness a number of the players being 
promoted to the B2 squad and the boys gained much 
enjoyment from the game. It is hoped that the whole squad 
will enjoy rugby and other sports next season and beyond. 

Mr J Lugton and Mr W Ogilvie-Jones
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Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

17 13 1 3 335 136 199

Rugby 
C1

As ever, the opportunity to work with 
new boys joining the School and those 
who have already benefited from the 
junior rugby programme at the School 
under the tutelage of Mr Raikes was an 
exciting challenge. 

There were up to 38 boys training together throughout the 
year in the C1/2 squad, making competition for places very 
healthy indeed. The boys were at the next stage in their 
rugby development and it was important to emphasise that 
new positions, laws or structures should be met with an 
open mind. The modern game is continuing to change and 
boys must be adaptable to this if they are going to develop 
and progress in their journey through the School and into 
lifelong participation. This was something that boys bought 
into throughout the season and will put them in good stead 
in progressing as a cohort. 

Early season sessions indicated that the boys needed to 
address the level of intensity in training but also take more 
responsibility for individual specialised skills options before 
the team sessions. This was discussed and agreed and we 
also came to a conclusion that levels of fitness had to be 
improved. Mr Troxler led in this area and provided the boys 
with testing and results throughout the year.

It was a tough start with two losses against Dollar Academy 
and Stewart’s Melville. However, both performances were 
pleasing. This was followed up with five victories against the 
likes of Strathallan, Loretto, Newcastle School for Boys and 
Edinburgh Academy. The Edinburgh Academy match was a 
turning point in the season. The first half defensive display 
was brave and organised. This set up a wonderful opportunity 
to attack in the second half and that’s just what they did, 
winning 19-11.  

Throughout the season we had continued to build some 
real momentum and the focus was on performance rather 
than outcome/result. Looking at ourselves and our approach 
during training meant that what happened during the game 
generally looked after itself. The performance against George 
Watson’s (GWC) in early November was an excellent one. 
After a two try-a-piece game, GWC just got over the line with 
an extra conversion. However, after reviewing the match we 
agreed that there were a couple of minor incidents which 
decided the game but, overall, the boys emptied the tanks  
for each other. 

In early December, it was the re-match against GWC at 
home. Just like the first game it was a super tussle between 
two excellent sides and this time a 3 tries to 1 victory showed 
how far this team had come in a vital stage of the season.  
The boys then went unbeaten through to the end of the 
season.  A highlight performance in the second term was  
the 15-9 victory against a previously unbeaten Dollar 
Academy side at the Oriam. 

Throughout the year we had been trying to build a shape 
and structure which would allow us to play the exciting and 
expansive rugby the boys love to play. However, they had 
to earn the right to attack and this had to be built through 
discipline in the contact area and more mature game 
management in attack. This was highlighted in the final 
game of the season in awful conditions at Stirling County. 
The boys were up against a physical side and managed the 
game superbly. The opposition hardly stepped in our half  
and the level of skills in brutal conditions was great to watch 
and was a great way to finish a successful season. 

I would like to thank the leadership group in Callum B,  
Tom C, Isaac C and Will T for their commitment and insight 
throughout the season. 
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Rugby 
C2

This season has been a tough one for the 
C2s, playing 14 matches, winning 4 and 
drawing 1. These statistics may not sound 
the most impressive but almost all of 
the teams we played were A teams. Our 
positive points difference also shows that 
we never gave up.

The games which we won we did so with the following  
score lines: 54-0, 31-8, 16-6 and 40-0.  Two of our losses  
were extremely competitive as seen by losing 26-28 to Earlston 
and 15-16 to Lomond. I’m sure the rest of the team will agree 
that the highlight of the season was our game against Stirling 
County, which was a load of fun on a very rainy and muddy  
day where we won convincingly. 

Throughout the season, every member of the team has  
improved hugely, some of the boys never having played rugby 
before, such as Pablo A and Rodrigo B. Sean B’s defensive efforts 
also deserve a mention and Archie H’s adaptation to playing at 
9 was a huge success. Overall, it has been a great season and I 
would like to thank Mr Troxler and Mr McCann for all of their 
coaching and advice.

Cole M

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

14 4 1 9 289 258 31

Well done to all 28 boys who represented the C1s throughout 
the season.  This shows strength in depth which will be 
required with tougher tests ahead. Finally, thank you to  
Mr Troxler for his help throughout the year, specifically  
with regards to strength and conditioning and his work  
as forwards coach. 

Awards:

Coaches’ Player of the Season - Isaac C

Players Player - Tom C

Most improved - Jared D 

SOLID CASTLE Award - Rodrigo B T

Mr R McCann
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Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

21 10 0 11 383 346 37

Rugby 
U13A

In Maori mythology, whanau, meaning 
our mates, our tribe, our team is 
symbolised by a spearhead. A spearhead 
has three tips - but to work effectively, all 
the force must move in one direction. For 
whanau to work, everyone must move 
towards the same point: the spearhead is 
most effective if you all work together. 

Kevin Roberts notes that great teams must have a  
collective flow and that this can only be achieved when 
organisations are of one mind. Different coaches use various 
terms for this state of flow, but they are all in agreement. The 
power and success of the team lies in the collective unit. Each 
player is responsible for his/her contribution towards building the 
notion of teamwork; respect for each other’s roles are key to this 
and each team must decide what respect looks like for them. For 
us as a School we have used our SOLID CASTLE values. 

Putting principles that nurture teamwork into place is more 
important than the individual skills that you can bring to the 
table. As the All Blacks mantra states, ‘One selfish mind-set 
will infect a collective culture.’ New teams do not instinctively 
operate with good teamwork; it has to be nurtured, to be 
cultivated and so this relates to the journey our current  
U13As have been on throughout their season. 

Rugby 
C3

It has been a real pleasure to coach the 
C3s through a very successful season.  
As ever, the main focus for all our players 
has been the development of their core 
rugby skills. It has been great to see boys 
with a variety of other skills and sporting 
backgrounds come together, play as a  
team and, above all, enjoy their rugby. 

Our season began with a hard-fought loss to an experienced 
Dollar side but, soon after, we were able to put the ghosts of 
the last game to rest with wins against Stewart’s Melville and 
George Watson’s away from home. 

Unfortunately, cancellations and postponements meant that 
we had few matches through November to January. However, 
the time was used well in preparation for two convincing wins 
against Levenmouth Lions towards the end of the season. 

At all times the mighty C3s have shown outstanding effort  
and a drive to improve and I would like to thank them for  
this. I would like to take this chance to thank Rev Blair for  
his assistance in coaching such a formidable team of boys.

Mr S Buchanan

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

8 4 0 4 144 102 42
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Rugby 
U13B 

However, these statistics tell only a very 
small part of the story. They fail to reflect 
the difference between the group of boys 
that started the season with a 29-11 loss 
to Dollar and the team that easily saw 
off Stirling with a fine display of running 
rugby seven months later.

The statistics cannot possibly reflect the difference between 
the team that started the season with three consecutive losses 
and the team that lost only one game between the beginning  
of October and the end of the season in March.

Statistics do show that the U13Bs won more games than they 
lost and scored more points than they conceded, but statistics 
cannot reflect the bravery in defence or the excitement in 
attack. They cannot reflect Max J’s work rate, Richard T’s 
dedication or Torben T’s speed.

Statistics tell us little about why Lyall R never finishes a game 
without a face full of mud or about Robert H-P’s determination 
to stay on the field despite the blood leaking out of his nose. 
Statistics certainly cannot explain why Marco P refused to  
use a kicking tee. They cannot do justice to the accuracy of 
Lewis K’s pass or the angle of Kieran W’s running or power  
of Ben R’s tackling or Lance N’s sidestep.

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

16 9 2 5 339 245 94

Sport

It is no secret that this season has been tough going for this group 
of boys. It has been a real journey, which at the beginning was full 
of disappointment, frustration and negative interaction within 
the group. We all sat down after one particularly disappointing 
fixture, and discussed where we wanted to go as a squad, and 
together spoke some hard truths, trying to wipe the slate clean for 
the remainder of the season. Something had to change.

The individuality of the team changed, most importantly in the 
training environment, which then transferred into game time. 
I have seen a gradual change in this group of boys throughout 
the season and, as I told them after their final game, they are 
undoubtedly the most improved collective group of players I 
have coached. 

This U13A group has now created a positive culture and 
they are 100% reaping the rewards. There is a positive and 
determined jostling for places and selection is extremely hard - 
a great problem to have as a coach.

I have stayed away from statistics and individual performances 
this year, as I wanted to congratulate the group and emphasise 
to them that teamwork is the key ingredient in any team. This 
is especially true come September when new faces arrive with 
a new coach in place. 

Times will definitely be difficult, but have confidence to work 
for each other on the pitch, support one another off the pitch 
and you will reap the rewards as you work your way up the 
Merchiston rugby ladder.

I wish this group of boys all the best as they make their way up 
into the senior school, and hope after a dedicated five years, 
they will be looking back on some great memories  
of rugby here at Merchiston. 

Awards:

Most Improved Player - Archie R-W

Salvesen Cup for Tackling - Hamish M

Osbourne/Marnewick Cup for 7s - Isaac F

Coaches’ Player - Ruaridh W-B

Player’s Player - Hamish M

SOLID CASTLE Award - Richard T

Mr M Raikes
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Rugby 
U13C

On the 26 September the U13Cs started 
the season brightly with a hard-fought 
11-6 victory over Cargilfield at home. A 
mixture of new combinations and early 
season rustiness from both schools was 
apparent, with the teams lacking any real 
shape and organisational structure. In a 
game that ebbed and flowed, the scores 
were often determined by breakaway solo 
efforts, rather than coordinated tactical 
play. Regardless, the win built both team 
camaraderie and confidence that energised 
training sessions. 

In October, the highlight was welcoming cross-city rivals Fettes 
College to Merchiston. In a game for which we had plenty of 
time to prepare, our defensive drills paid dividends as excellent 
line speed put Fettes under pressure from the outset. A number 
of quick scores showed Merchiston race out into a commanding 
lead, and a points deficit from which Fettes would never recover. 
44-11: a handsome win! 

When November arrived the boys were full of confidence, 
and so an away fixture to Galashiels Academy was an exciting 
prospect! Would we travel well? After eventually arriving at 
Netherdale the boys were excited to learn that former British 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

4 3 0 1 103 102 1

Ultimately, the five losses are as irrelevant as the nine 
victories. What is relevant is what the boys have learned - not 
only about using their shoulders in the tackle or running from 
depth in attack but about teamwork and determination and, 
hopefully, a few other things besides. However, even these 
lessons aren’t as important as the fun they have had and the 
friendships that they have made. 

I’m sure the boys will join me in thanking Mr Raikes,  
Mr Deans and the rest of the sports staff for all you have  
done to make this wonderful season possible.

Mr W Donkin
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Rugby 
U12A

The 2018/19 U12 squad was a seriously 
talented group of rugby players with a 
work ethic to match. The season went off 
with a bang with one of the hardest fought 
junior rugby matches I have ever seen 
against a tough Dollar side. It was a game 
that had everything: big hits, fast running 
rugby and plenty of well-constructed tries. 
Thankfully, the lads pulled through with 
a victory, 7 tries to 4, to get our season off 
to the best start possible. Fast forward to 
mid-November and we were still unbeaten 
with wins over The High School of 
Dundee, Dean Park and Robert Gordon’s.

Our next fixture was against Watson’s, which always presents a 
huge task for us at this level. Ultimately Watson’s overpowered 
us with their size and speed at the breakdown. The boys 
fought hard and I know with another year or two in our rugby 
programme we will get the better of them. The eagerly awaited 
Dollar fixture at the Oriam did not disappoint. A 7 all draw 
was a fair reflection of another hard fought match.

February was frustrating again with three cancellations. 
However, we finished the season as we had started with two 
solid wins over Clifton Hall and Dean Park. The latter was a 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

12 6 3 3 91 67 24

Sport

and Irish Lion and current Scotland Head Coach, Gregor 
Townsend, used to play for Gala RFC here! That excitement was 
soon quelled however, as Gala RFC started the game with an 
intensity and a degree of pace, power and precision we couldn’t 
match. A win on the road today was not to be! Deflated and 
by no means defeated, but the season wasn’t over. A six-day 
turnaround meant that some players were unavailable through 
injury, but the group was determined to win away from home. 

A return fixture to Fettes provided just the opportunity to 
display our “bouncebackability” as the boys were determined 
to end the season on a high. This time, though, Fettes were 
not to be caught cold, and the game hung in the balance as 
some end-to-end rugby was played at a scintillating pace. Pure 
grit and determination saw Merchiston win a pulsating match 
48-35. The game was played in a great spirit and was a fantastic 
example of running rugby. Despite the highs and lows of a long 
season of training, the boys have really improved this year and 
should be proud of their progress. Well done all.

Dr R Lilley
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Rugby 
U12B

The U12B season kicked off away to  
Dollar Academy on the 8 September. 
As the early kick off, the junior boys 
entertained the crowds in front of the 
Dollar Clubhouse while they trickled in to 
attend the much anticipated 1XV Fixture. 
Even Dave Rennie was impressed! The 
U12s chalked up a first win, 10-7, and 
set the tone for what was to be a very 
successful day for Merchiston up  
in Clackmannanshire. 

However, next up for the U12s we hosted a triangular 
tournament with matches against Stewart’s Melville School 
and George Watson’s College. After a narrow loss to Stewart’s 
Melville (3-5) in the first game, the quick turnaround to play 
George Watson’s proved too much, as the visiting school ran 
out comfortable winners. 

Despite progress in training, the narrow loss appeared to 
become the story of this group’s season, losing closely fought 
games throughout October, November and January to the likes 
of High School of Dundee (12-16), Robert Gordon’s College 
(14-17) and a return fixture against Dollar (3-7) in the fantastic 
surroundings of Scotland’s National Sports Performance 
Centre at the Oriam. 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

8 2 0 6 54 70 -16

really pleasing performance as we were without the big guns 
Harry C and Henry W, but the boys really came together and 
performed as a team once again. It was great to be able to 
work with these guys for the second year in a row and see how 
far they have developed as players and people in such a short 
space of time.

Thank you to all who contributed to and supported the team 
this year. The boys have been a pleasure to coach and I look 
forward to following their progress as they go up the school.

Mr S Gilmour
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Rugby 
U11A

This has been my fifth season coaching U11 
Rugby and this small group of players has 
certainly punched above their weight with 
their performances against some schools 
with a much larger player pool.

We started the season with another successful festival expertly 
organised by Mr Raikes. It was a great afternoon where the boys 
had the privilege of playing on the 1XV pitch, something I know 
many of them dream of doing as a 1XV player in the future! The 
following week a narrow defeat to a big and skilful St Mary’s side 
was followed by a hard fought draw with Craigclowan.

There is no doubt that the highlight of the season was a fantastic 
victory against St Mary’s just a few weeks later. Credit must go 
to the boys for working so hard in training to improve their basic 
skills and also positional play. However, it was ultimately our 
collective team effort and determination that got us over the line 
that day by just one try.

I would like to say thank you to Mr Raikes for all his help with 
the U11s, to the parents for their support, and to the Senior 
School pupils who helped with some coaching and refereeing. 
However, my biggest thanks have to go to the boys for your 
efforts on and off the field. The improvement in your skills and 
teamwork has been great to see over the course of the season.

Mr S Gilmour

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

9 1 2 6 58 81 -23

Despite the mid-season disappointments, the boys always kept 
working hard in training and I was therefore thrilled they were 
able to end their season on a high with a fantastic 12-7 victory 
away to Ayr RFC.

Dr R Lilley
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Rugby 
U9 / U10

The mighty U9 rugby team made some 
huge improvements and learnt a lot over 
the course of the season. Some key foci for 
the season were developing our basic core 
skills and of course making sure we really 
enjoyed playing rugby! 

The U10 boys made winning a habit but did not rest on their 
laurels, learning from any mistake made in one game and 
applying thought in how they could improve in order to better 
themselves in their next encounter. What was pleasing was 
the way the boys showed a tremendous amount of teamwork 
throughout the season which resulted in them scoring some 
outstanding team tries. 

The highlight of the season has to be the trip all the way 
to Ardvreck. We arrived late as the bus driver couldn’t find 
the school, the day was cold and rainy, there was confusion 
over where we were meant to get changed, and there was a 
long walk to the pitch. Why is this a highlight you may ask? 
Well, despite all of these challenges, the boys all played really 
well and didn’t let the outside factors affect them, showing 
excellent courage, determination and teamwork. 

The same could be said when we went over for the rugby 
festival at Fettes - a really, really cold day - but the boys stuck at 
it and all played fantastically well. A big thank you goes to the 
parents for providing support on the side-lines throughout the 
season - no matter what the weather was like! It was hugely 

appreciated by the boys and staff.

This season we have had a real mix of boys who have 
experienced rugby at club level before the start of the season 
and boys who had never touched a rugby ball before. It was 
great to see the experienced players help and encourage the 
inexperienced boys throughout the season. Boys, you were a 
pleasure to coach and we wish you all the very best for your 
future rugby careers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the boys 
for their efforts and determination during the season. We had 
some targets for improvement to work on, such as supporting 
each other during open play and working throughout the game 
to a high level of intensity. Both of these targets were achieved 
game after game.

Mr D Blair and Mr W Ogilvie-Jones

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

14 2 0 12 66 128 -62

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

12 10 2 0 39 29 10

U10s

U9s
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There has been a total of 20 boys 
representing the 1XI this year. 15 of 
these boys, aged from 13 through to 18, 
represented the 1XI for the first time 
this summer. It is not always easy with 
the pressures of exams, coursework and 
deadlines for senior boys at the top  
end of the school to manage their time 
effectively. In one of the shortest terms  
in recent years, we were able to squeeze  
17 fixtures into the programme.

The pre-season tour to Northumberland was replaced with  
two days of fantastic T20 and 40 over cricket against the 
Carlton and Grange Academies. This was an opportunity  
for boys to dust off the cobwebs and build some momentum 
into the start of the summer term.

T20 is becoming a very popular format of the game and an 
aspect of the game which the boys at Merchiston thoroughly 
enjoy. However, it was the T20 format which the boys 
struggled with this year. The first Saturday of the summer  
term signalled the T20 National School Finals regional 
qualifiers. After a comfortable victory against Loretto, next  
up was a competitive George Watson’s outfit. A lucklustre 
batting performance meant that we were also under pressure 
with the ball. Although it was a courageous second half,  

the George Watson’s Cricket (GWC) boys batted sensibly and 
got over the line. Food for thought.

However, I was delighted with the response. With the 
combination of some hard work on the training paddock 
and improved game understanding, the group recorded 
comfortable victories against Glenalmond, Edinburgh 
Academy and the Merchistonians.

Off the back of three excellent T20 wins it was back to the 
longer 40 over format of the game against Loretto. This fixture 
is historically challenging for the boys. The transition from lots 
of T20 cricket before half term into the longer format has been 
a challenge for our boys over the past few years. This again 
posed problems with some poor shot selection and resulted  
in a disappointing result against Loretto.

Our fixture list has evolved over the past few years. The 
second half of term allows the boys to focus more regularly 
on the longer format. We have an exciting run in with the 
MCC match, George Watson’s and Stewart’s Melville blocks. 
Alongside this, the boys have to balance their time effectively 
to avoid as many clashes with external exams during a busy 
June period. I could not have asked for more from the group. 
Tom MS excelled with the bat against GWC and Stewart’s 
Meville Cricket (SMC). His knock against GWC was as 
destructive an innings as I have seen at school boys level. This 
was combined with a patient and match winning innings on 
a difficult wicket at Inverleith. Owain A, Tom G, Max L and 
Robert W were all outstanding with the ball, bowling in pairs, 
sustaining pressure and picking up important wickets along 
the way. I must also mention that catch from Robert W against 
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SMC. What an effort! This meant we recorded a 39 run win 
against SMC and a comfortable 8 wicket win against GWC to 
top off a super second half of term.

The penultimate game of the season was our traditional fixture 
against the MCC. This is historically, the toughest fixture of 
the season. The MCC team this year had Merchistonians, 
internationalists and schoolboy internationals in it. After a 
disciplined start, the bowling and fielding standards dipped. 
This allowed our guest to record over 230 in around 45 overs. 
After losing a couple of early wickets the tail waggled and our 
team dug in for a draw.

This is a young squad and I was really pleased with how 
they developed this year. A lot of the boys struggled to get 
scores that they would have liked with the bat. However, 
some have been exposed to 1XI cricket before they may have 
expected. This is an acknowledgement of their work ethic 
and commitment to the cricket programme throughout the 
whole year, including the winter nets. This is where a lot of the 
technicalities of the game can be ironed out. I look forward to 
working with a number of these boys over the next few years.

Well done to Captain of Cricket, Douglas T and Vice Captains 
Max L and Tom MS. They were an important leadership 
team throughout the year and are showing a much more 
knowledgeable approach to the game. I am delighted that Tom 
MS has recently been selected for the Scotland U19 squad this 
summer, who are competing in the World Cup in South Africa.

A huge thank you must go to Mr Horrocks and Mr Hillier 
for their invaluable help throughout the season. I must also 

mention Mr Yan Hip, Mr Chalmers and their team who 
continue to do a fantastic job with the square allowing these 
boys to play on fast, consistent wickets in Scotland!!

I would also like to thank Merchistonian, Jamie Kerr and  
his company Ben Property for their continued support of 
cricket in the school. This year we have been able to invest  
in another set of covers. This will give us the best opportunity 
to improve the quality of wickets we can play on during  
the summer months.

With a winter international tour in 2021 there is plenty  
to look forward to in 2020.

Mr R McCann
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Unfortunately, the 2XI season started in 
unconvincing fashion, with a defeat away 
to a strong Strathallan side. Batting first, we 
were reduced to a measly 102 all out, with 
Alasdair H top scoring with 27. In reply, 
Ben A reduced Strathallan to 0 for 2 after 
one over, but the hosts steadied the ship 
and recorded a 4 wicket victory.

However, the boys quickly put aside their disappointment and 
bounced back impressively against Loretto. Bowling first, we 
skittled the opposition out for only 58 runs (Ben A 3-7 and 
Callum J 3-2), before knocking the runs off at a rapid rate in 
only 5.2 overs to win by 7 wickets (Angus S 27).

A thumping victory over Fettes followed next. Batting first,  
we made a colossal 153-8 in 20 overs, with George K and Rory 
T both making 27 each. In response, Fettes managed a measly 
88 all out with James R taking 3-18, giving Merchiston a 65 
run win.

The second Loretto fixture was no less dominant than the first. 
Bowling first, we again reduced the opposition to a small total, 
this time 80-8 in 20 overs (Alasdair H 2-9). In reply, we again 
went off at a blistering pace and won by 7 wickets in only 8.3 
overs, led by Jamie D with 35 off 18 balls.

The Stewart’s Melville game was next and the boys again 
performed impressively well. Bowling first, we kept the 

visitors to 105-7 in their 20 overs (Ben A 3-13). Captain  
George K led with the bat again, scoring the side’s only 50  
of the season (54* off 38) as Merchiston won comfortably  
by 7 wickets.

The final game of the season saw a home fixture against 
George Watson’s and another impressive performance. 
Bowling first, we skittled Watson’s out for 83, including a 
stunning hat trick from Oliver S. Merchiston knocked the  
runs off in 8.4 overs, with George K again top scoring with  
37* off 25 balls.

Overall, it was a fantastic season, played with much 
enthusiasm, fun and effort. With a number of the side leaving 
this year, including some 2XI stalwarts, a big thank you and 
best of luck must be given to the departing Upper Sixth.

Mr M Hillier
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Cricket 
U15A

2019 was another enjoyable season 
coaching the U15A team cricket. The 
side was ably led by Oscar J who grew in 
confidence in this leadership role as the 
season went on.

The season opener was a bit of a non-event due to an 
extremely weak Glenalmond side. However, the boys acted 
in a professional and respectful manner to complete the run 
chase in just 14 balls!

Fettes provided tougher opposition restricting us to 95 runs. 
A tight bowling and fielding display, however, resulted in a 24 
run victory.

RGS Newcastle proved to be too strong for us and then a poor 
batting display against Dollar made it too difficult for the 
bowling unit to get us over the line.

Our home match versus Robert Gordon’s was a high 
scoring and high quality game of cricket. A fantastic batting 
partnership between Matthew and Lachlan was the backbone 
of our 152 for 4 in 20 overs. However, some superb batting 
from the RG opener set the platform for their No. 3 and 4  
to complete the run chase with just two balls to spare.  
The boys learnt a huge amount from being involved  
in such a tight match.

A light rain interrupted the match against GWC in the Cup 
resulted in us having to complete a bowl out to progress. 

Thankfully, Matthew stepped up to deliver the winning ball 
and so we travelled north the following week for finals day.

We met Robert Gordons in the final after an easy win against 
Dollar. Posting 100 runs put us in a strong position in a 
shortened match. Again a solid partnership between Matthew 
and Lachlan was the backbone. With Isaac removing the 
danger man Horne in the 3rd over and some tight bowling 
from Oscar we were crowned Scottish Champions with a fine 
victory of 20 runs.

We took the momentum into the final two local matches of 
the season with great performances against Stewart’s Melville 
and Watson’s. Highlights were Freddie’s 66no v Stew Mel and 
Oscars 56no, coupled with some explosive hitting from Robbie 
(25 off 7 balls), v Watson’s.

The final week of term brought the eagerly awaited U15 
festival which we hosted this season. A great week of cricket 
was played against Glenalmond, Kings School Bruton, and 
Nottingham HS - the latter two playing some excellent cricket 
and proving too strong for us.

Congratulations to Oscar J who took the batting prize and 
Matthew de V for the bowling prize for the 2019 season.

My thanks go to the Middle School coaches, ground staff and 
Mr McCann for his support and excellent leadership of the 
cricket programme this year.

Mr S Gilmour
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Fun, finesse, and fumbles have been 
recurring themes throughout the U15B 
season this year. 

With a sizeable squad to work with, a wide range of prior 
experience, and a strong desire from our entire squad to 
replicate the big hitting and innovative approach of T20 
International Cricket, it was always going to be an exciting 
season one way or another. As a result, the boys have been 
involved in some excellent games including victories over both 
Fettes (4 Wickets) and Stewart’s Melville (6 Wickets), as well 
as a last ball loss against Loretto in what was our last game of 
the season. 

At times our batsmen have been devastating, Alex C (63 runs) 
against Fettes and James S (48 runs) against Loretto come to 
mind; at other times they have been themselves devastated. 
However, the bowling and fielding have been my particular 
highlight - Drew M, Douglas H, Calum C and Jack W, amongst 
others, made excellent contributions with the ball, whilst Felix 
B, Max G and Reuben F have been outstanding in the field. 
If it had not been for a few catches going down, an unbeaten 
season would have been well within our grasp.

Nevertheless, the boys’ attitude and team spirit in both the 
games and training have made it an incredibly enjoyable 
season. Well done to all involved!

Mr C Robson

It is often easy to fall into the trap of 
writing about a season game by game, 
result by result. However, this year I 
thought it would be more important to 
highlight just what a good group of players 
we had in the Fourth Form. Yes, we played 
plenty of good matches, yes we won our 
fair share, but more importantly every 
player really seemed to enjoy being  
part of the team and this made it a  
real pleasure to spend the summer  
afternoons with the U14 side. 

The team was well led at various times by Thomas R, Isaac 
C, Cole M and Will S. Cole M started the season with a bang, 
taking 4-1 against Glenalmond in a one-sided game. This 
proved to be poor preparation for our next games as we lost 
two in a row. Firstly, we lost a tight game at Fettes by 4 runs 
despite a second 50 of the season for Isaac C and a great spell 
of bowling from Will S (3-26). Secondly, we failed to defend 
229 against RGS Newcastle in a 30 over contest, Isaac C and 
Cole M both scoring fifties while Callum B fared well with  
the ball taking 2-42.

We got back on a roll with wins over Loretto, Dollar and 
Robert Gordon’s, Glen C, Max M and Freddie A taking a 
starring role with the ball in this run of games. 
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Cricket 
U14B 

Unfortunately, our Colts fixtures with Fettes were lost to a 
cold, wet and misty May morning in Edinburgh and our next 
fixture saw Loretto turn around our previous result by chasing 
down our modest total of 103. The team failed to get going on 
a slow pitch: losing both openers to run-outs is never an ideal 
start! Despite a valiant effort late on, Loretto got over the line 
to record a solid win. 

After Half-Term we were due to host Strathallan; however, 
the persistent June rain unfortunately put paid to that. There 
was time for the team to play out a rare tie in our game at 
Edinburgh Academy. We set 94 runs batting first and John 
W took the catch that tied the game after we were seemingly 
destined for a loss. We followed this with a fantastic win at 
home to Stewart’s Melville. We struggled again with the bat 
before Finn H’s 35* dragged us to a solid 115-9 from our 20 
overs. With the ball, we restricted them nicely but Glen C took 
a key wicket to turn the game in our favour and three late run 
outs saw us claim another win, this time by eight runs. 

The U14As were a great group to look after this year. There are 
some very good cricketers who I am sure will represent the 
School further up the School also. Perhaps more importantly 
it was fantastic to see so many in the year group enjoying the 
sport and so enthusiastic about playing. I look forward to next 
season already. 

Mr R McCorkell

At time of writing, and with one scheduled 
game remaining, the Under 14B Team 
is on the cusp of an undefeated season, 
having won all five of the games that have 
survived the unseasonably wet spring. 

The highlights from this run have been: a few outstanding 
shots and well-built innings from a number of different 
batsmen across the season; a huge improvement in the 
boys’ bowling, with some movement through the air even 
detectable at times from the umpire’s position; an outstanding 
commitment and energy in the field, resulting in run out being 
by a factor of two the most common method of dismissal.

The last highlight hints at the true story of the season. The 
U14B register has 22 names on it and so far 20 different boys 
have represented the XI. Every one of them has done so with 
admirable commitment and it has been a pleasure watching 
the boys’ dedication not just to developing their own abilities 
with bat or ball but to supporting and encouraging each other 
throughout this process. As well as lots of wins, we have had 
great fun together this year. Every one of the boys deserves 
immense credit though special mention must go to Sean S 
who has captained excellently this year. I’d also like to put on 
record my thanks to Mr Bogdan for his commitment to and 
hard work with the boys in the first part of the season.

Dr C Mechie
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After enjoying the winter months working 
alongside Mr Gilmour and Mr Raikes, 
drilling their technique and the finer 
detail to their games, the Pringle 1XI  
were ready to get stuck into what we 
hoped would be a short but intensely  
built 2019 cricket season. 

The first weekend of the season was a tough one, against 
a once again strong outfit of Cargilfield Prep School. After 
winning the toss and choosing to bowl, we bowled and fielded 
spectacularly well, a trait that we continued throughout the 
season, limiting them to just over the 100 mark for us to chase 
down. Unfortunately, our batting performance let us down, 
and we were skittled for a disappointing total, with the extras 
column coming up as the highest scorer. The only way was up 
in the batting ranks. 

Craigclowan at home was the next fixture. This fixture our 
batting needed to come out on top and it certainly did! We 
posted a very strong score of 216, with a number of our top 
order scoring 50+, a brilliant effort and one which was too 
much for the Craigclowan boys. 

The annual beginning of season Triangular between us, 
Cargilfield and Sedbergh Prep was this year to be played down 
at Sedbergh Prep School. In both games we once again fielded 
and bowled superbly, and we were let down by the fall of early 
wickets and lack of application by all throughout the batting 

order: a problem that needed fixing, and quickly!

Two brilliant wins against Dollar Academy and Loretto came 
up next, with us building ourselves up to what was due to 
be our toughest game of the season, Belhaven Hill away in 
Dunbar. We bowled first and faced the wrath of the Belhaven 
top order, who batted superbly to score a daunting 180 off 
their 30 overs. We knew that we would have to draw on the 
positive experiences we had had against opposition in the 
previous couple of weeks to get past this score. Unfortunately, 
this was not to be the case and, although there were a couple 
of gutsy performances from some of our youngest players, we 
came up short quite spectacularly. 

We bounced back to bounce forward against our Edinburgh 
friends in Stewart’s Melville, but really our eyes were on the 
prize for the following day when the inaugural MCS Super 8s 
were to take place. A new tournament, a new format and some 
new combinations to deal with: all promised a spectacular 
day of cricket in store. We played superbly! We flashed past 
Cargilfield, setting the score straight from our previous 
encounters, hurtled over Carlton CC, and again faced our 
rivals from Belhaven which, as it turned out, was an equivalent 
final, to finish the day. We came up second best; however, 
credit has to be given to the Pringle 1XI squad, who battled 
long and hard and produced some seriously brilliant cricket 
throughout the day. 

Some fantastic games against Ardvreck and George Watson’s 
finished the season off brilliantly, with those being whole 
squad performances. This was a fitting way to finish off what 
had been a frustrating ten weeks of sunshine, rain, torrential 
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rain and school boy cricket. The season came to an end with 
each boy progressing hugely in a short space of time and 
the squad coming together with some superb performances 
against the odds. 

Players:

Fraser A, David C, Harry C, Nicholas de V, Fergus F, Isaac 
F, Max J, Krish K, Lewis K, Hamish M, Archie R-W, Teo T, 
Torben T, Ruaridh W-B

Mr M Raikes

Batting Statistics Innings Runs Scored Not Outs Strike Rate Average

Ruaridh W-B 12 272 5 136.7 38.9

Teo T 13 193 4 82.1 19.3

Fergus F 11 165 7 75.7 41.2

Bowling Statistics Overs Bowled Runs Conceded Wickets Economy Average

Lewis K 30.0 148 13 4.93 11.38

Harry C 25.0 118 9 4.72 13.11

Isaac F 38.3 139 9 3.61 15.44
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Cricket 
U11 

The Pringle 2XI experienced a mixed 
season in terms of results, recording four 
wins and three losses. 

What was pleasing was the finish to the season where the 
team managed to win their last three games. This was down 
to an increase in confidence from the batsmen and improved 
running between the wickets. The bowlers also played their 
part with wickets being taken at key moments in these games. 
At training and during matches the boys have shown a great 
attitude and have worked at improving their fielding. This 
effort was rewarded in the last game of the season against 
George Watson’s when the boys managed to contain the 
opposition to 70 runs. Excellent fielding and holding on to 
catches made the difference and was definitely something  
that was lacking in the earlier matches. Overall, it has been  
an enjoyable season with the boys making real progress. 

Mr B Hall

The U11 cricket team were a joy to coach 
this season. Each training session the 
boys arrived with amazing energy and 
enthusiasm to play cricket. 

The boys worked really hard on developing their bowling and 
batting technique, as well as their catching and throwing. Each 
boy developed their game over the course of the season and 
what was really pleasing was how the boys encouraged each 
other throughout training and games. Well done to all the boys 
and I wish you the best of luck in your future cricket careers.

Mr D Blair
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Cricket 
U9/10 

The U9 and U10 cricket programme 
started in October, during the cold winter 
months of the Autumn Term. The aim of 
these sessions was to build confidence 
in the boys’ cricketing abilities, not just 
in their bowling, batting and fielding 
attributes, but also in their games-play 
knowledge and understanding of the game 
itself, as well as how we would like them 
to progress in the sport. 

These sessions were designed to have everyone involved and 
physically active throughout, whilst emphasising the key 
features of the game: accuracy when throwing and bowling, 
as well as the striking element of batting, thus ensuring that 
everyone is confident holding and connecting with bat on ball. 

The season is short but compact with a number of different 
fixtures, and the boys enjoyed playing against varied opposition, 
with the highlight being the quadrangular festival against 
Ardvreck, St. Mary’s and Cargilfield. Unfortunately, this game 
and a number of other games were lost this year due to rain. 

Credit must go to these young boys, who consistently work 
hard, are full of energy and enthusiasm, and without fail every 
day want to be involved in learning new and exciting things 
about the game.

Mr M Raikes
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Athletics started off superbly this year 
as we took 11 keen athletes to compete 
at the Scottish Schools Indoor Athletics 
Championships. As ever, the standards at 
this prestigious event were extremely high 
and a tough ask for our boys at this early 
stage in the Schools Athletics Calendar, 
but congratulations must be given to the 
following boys as they all had podium 
finishes:

• Robbie D, U16 Shot Putt - Bronze

• Amaan R, U16 200m - Bronze 

• Arran C, U16 200m - Gold 

• Arran C, U16 60m - Bronze

The Summer Term began with a loss at Stewart’s Melville  
at O17, U17, U15 and U14 age groups, on the back of minimal 
training. This early set back kick-started a surge of boys 
training hard for the trips to Pitreavie. These enjoyable  
fixtures with Strathallan, Fettes and Glenalmond gave a 
number of boys the opportunity to run on an artificial track 
and also set targets for the season ahead. Merchiston won 
these fixtures comfortably with notable performances from 
Jamie S, Daniel McC and Hector S. Unfortunately, we had to 
cancel fixtures against George Watson’s, George Heriot’s and 

a trip down to Gateshead arena. Hopefully, we can fit these 
fixtures in next year. 

Merchiston Juniors also enjoyed a successful season with 
some fantastic performances at both the Fettes Prep School 
invitational and the MCS Junior Cup. The J4/5s also had a 
small fixture against Compass which gave the youngest boys  
a great opportunity to try and beat the times and distances 
they had set the week before at the Junior Games. Ruairidh 
W-B led the boys throughout the season superbly. He used  
his invaluable experience of competing at various events 
outside of School to help calm the boys down when  
preparing for competition.

We also enjoyed Scottish Schools’ outdoor success at both  
the individual and relay championships.

 
Relay Championships

Gold medallists

U17 4X 100m - Rudi B, Arran C, Thomas M, Amaan R

Silver medallists

Open Event 4 x 400m - Henry A, Angus McG, Oskar T, 
Hector S

Individual Championships:

• Arran C, U17 100m - Silver

• Robbie D, U15 Discus - Bronze
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The final few weeks of the academic year saw six school 
records being set. Congratulations to the following boys: 

• Ruaridh W-B, U14 800m (2:20.91)

• Freddie C, U10 400m (1:16.09)

• Hamish F, U10 Cricket Ball Throw (36.81)  
 and U10 Discus (14.44)

• Lucas F, U12 Shot Putt (8.69)

• Nicholas de V, U12 400m (1:10.85)

The Junior and Senior Games were both huge successes.  
A particular mention must go to Amaan R, Arran C and  
Torin MacG who all set new Games records. Amaan set a  
new Games record in the final of the U17 200m with a time  
of 23.27s. Arran C also had a fantastic day winning the U17 
100m with a new games record time of 11.23s, equalling 
Amaan R’s time set in the morning heats. Finally, Torin MacG 
equalled Henry Clarkson’s Games record in the high jump 
when he cleared 1.70m. The Junior Games was also a fantastic 
event for all involved, and which saw the Dreghorn Clan win 
the overall event. With 90 boys competing throughout the day, 
participation was an amazing 96% of the Junior School. Well 
done to Mr Raikes for organising such a slick sporting event 
for Pringle.

Finally, Daniel McC’s selection as the captain of athletics was 
fairly easy as he possesses all the key aspects a leader should 
illustrate at School level. Daniel also possesses the qualities 
of a young professional, and his achievements over the last 

two years at Merchiston have been fantastic. The junior boys 
will often ask what his current 100m time is, as he sets the 
standard for them to aspire to! Daniel’s training shows the 
dedication and love he has for the sport and there are few 
things as inspiring as watching Daniel accelerate off the 
blocks. I wish him all the best for next year and would like  
to thank him again for his services to Merchiston athletics.

Mr C Harrison
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Winter Season

It has been a fantastic winter period for 
the Tennis Academy (TA). After winning 
the U18 National Schools event in the 
summer, the U15 and U13 team came 3rd 
and 2nd respectively in their National 
events, which helped us finish the year as 
the number one Tennis school in the UK. 
This is the first time that we have achieved 
this ranking and I would like to say a 
massive thank you to the coaching staff, 
teaching staff and players for their effort 
and day-to-day dedication. 

After the Christmas break we had players competing in 
junior grand slam events, U18 ITF events, titles in the Tennis 
Scotland Open Men’s event, LTA National Singles titles at U14 
and U16 and LTA Grade 4 and 3 titles across all age groups. 

With another busy Easter break for most of the players  
we looked ahead to an exciting period of competing in  
the Scottish Cup and the LTA County School event  
starting in May. 

Summer Season

Another busy summer term has come  
and gone. It has been a very hard term for 
many of the boys trying to balance GCSE 
and A Level exams whilst training. 

With many players focusing on their studies we competed 
in fewer events but still enjoyed lots of success. Firstly, I 
would like to congratulate Matthew H, Jacob F and Alex M 
for gaining places at top tennis universities in the US and 
UK. Jacob F and Matthew H are joining TCU and Gonzaga, 
respectively, and Alex M will move south to York.

The boys won the U18 Scottish Cup for the seventh year in a 
row and are now preparing to defend their title at the National 
Championships at Nottingham over the summer. The U15s are 
through to the Scottish Cup final and will play this when they 
return in September. The U13s fell short against Strathallan, 
but will bounce back from this defeat. 

We have had our largest number of summer fixtures this year 
for our development team. Many of this group are still in 
Pringle, so it has been great for them to gain experience for 
next year. They have all thoroughly enjoyed the chance to 
compete and will have more opportunities throughout the 
next school year.

Individually from the TA and the development group we 
have had boys competing in regional Grade 3 events, national 
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Grade 2 events and international competition also. Matthew 
R won three national titles in a row, one of which was an U18 
event. Matthew also gained an international ranking whilst 
competing in Ireland and Charlie M has had great success, 
moving his world ranking up to around 600. Luke M and Euan 
M won U16 Grade 3 events and Marcus M won several U18 
Grade 4 events on his way back from a serious shoulder injury. 
Johannus M de L and Matthew H won men’s titles in singles 
and doubles and Johannus is now getting ready to compete  
in Pro men’s events over the summer.

The excitement surrounding the installation of indoor  
courts of our own at the School this year gives us lots to  
look forward to.

Mr D Brewer
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Now in its ninth year, the Merchiston Golf 
Academy continues to thrive - both on and 
off the golf course. Recently the question 
was asked, ‘Why is the Golf Academy a 
success and what are you doing to make  
it so?’ Director of Golf, Alan Murdoch, 
quite simply said, ‘It’s about having the 
correct environment and quality staff in 
and around the Academy on a day-to-day 
basis. It’s as simple as that!’

The Academy now has 24 boys across two programmes.  
The mix of boys comprises local boys from Scotland to boys 
from all corners of the world: Canada, Spain, Germany,  
Japan and Russia, to mention but a few! Currently ranked  
No. 1 Junior and Senior ISGA golf school in Scotland and 
No. 2 in the UK at both age groups, this demonstrates how 
successful the Merchiston model truly is.

The success stories come thick and fast too - and it’s not just 
one or two boys succeeding, it’s the majority, each with their 
own success story. Our boys routinely make big handicap 
adjustments, which is a huge achievement in itself; some  
have represented their country while others have won national 
titles. Staff take pride in seeing the boys better themselves  
in some sort of capacity during their time with us.

Last year, ever eager to improve the programme, a decision 
was taken by Mr Murdoch to introduce Pilates to the boys, 
who have totally embraced the addition to the Golf Academy 
schedule. The weekly sessions have paid dividends over the 
winter in terms of the boys’ core and muscular strength, 
improved flexibility, spinal alignment and balance. Pilates now 
sits alongside the well-established GolfFit programme giving 
members of the Golf Academy two key fitness opportunities 
throughout the week.

Mr A Murdoch
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Rugby Fives

It has been an historic year for 
Merchiston Fives. In addition to regular 
fixtures in Edinburgh, the boys enjoyed 
trips to Sedbergh, Durham University  
and a tour to London in January. 

All of these served as excellent preparation for the annual 
Scottish tournaments in the Lent Term, which proved to be 
very successful. Douglas T and Chris B comfortably won the 
U18 Edinburgh Schools Doubles, Tom M-S and Ben A won 
the U16 Edinburgh Schools Doubles and Douglas T was the 
victor in the U18 Scottish Schools Singles. Winning all three 
was a fantastic achievement, but the dominance on display 
was even more impressive; the finals of all three tournaments 
finished with all-Merchiston finals in the fight for the 
trophies. 

At the end of the Lent Term, six boys travelled to London for 
the UK National Schools Fives Championships at St Paul’s. 
This was an unforgettable week for Merchiston Fives. Douglas 
T lost narrowly 8-11, 8-11 in the semi-final of the U18 Singles 
and even more narrowly together with Chris B (8-11, 12-11, 
8-11) in the semi-final of the U18 Doubles; top four in the 
UK is a serious achievement! But the four U16 boys (Ben A, 
Tom M-S, Max L and Marcus M) took the tournament by 
storm, all winning their groups, play-offs, and quarter-finals, 
resulting in the unprecedented achievement of all-Merchiston 
semi-finals on both sides of the U16 Singles draw! Max L went 
on to become the U16 UK National Singles Champion. In the 

U16 Doubles, Ben A and Tom M-S were dominant from the 
off and went through the rounds before beating Winchester 
convincingly in the final, becoming the U16 UK National 
Doubles Champions. 

Merchiston had previously won two National trophies, in 
1996 and 1969, which puts into context just how talented  
this group of boys is! Three Scottish trophies and two UK 
National trophies; the most successful fives season in 
Merchiston’s history.

Mr M Hillier
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This football season has been an incredible 
success; the Senior Sports Programme for 
football continues to grow year on year 
and this season has been no different. 
Football training takes place on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and this 
year we have seen numbers grow to 40 
per training session. The boys have been 
very lucky to have Mr King and Mr Loftus 
helping with training sessions and we also 
had the Kevin Thomson Academy come  
to the school regularly through the 
Autumn Term.

Football is a competitive, yet inclusive, environment:  
boys from Chalmers West up to Upper Sixth have regularly  
attended training and every boy who wanted to has played  
a competitive fixture for Merchiston. Offering fixtures at  
1XI, 2XI, U16 and U15 level we cater to all age groups, 
playing ability and level of commitment. A large number 
of boys in the 1XI are Rogerson (U16) age group, which is 
fantastic for the development of the football team.

Our 1XI has enjoyed its most successful season so far 
under the leadership of James R and Alastair D. The season 
statistics are phenomenal: played 16, won 13 and lost only 3, 

two of these losses to ESMS ‘A’ team and one against George 
Watson’s. The team scored 74 goals and conceded only 33, 
giving a goal difference of +41. We had a close run for the 
top scorer but this was achieved, for the second consecutive 
season, by George C with 16 goals, James R and Cameron H 
close behind. 

The 2XI under Mr King’s and Mr Loftus’s stewardship played  
7 matches: won 4, lost 3, scoring 31 goals and conceding only 
17. Well done all for successful seasons in Senior Football.

The 1XI also compete in the SISFA cup competition and 
Merchiston were again very competitive against the other 
Independent Schools in the East division, many of which 
have a large pool of players to choose from, including 
Scottish Schools Internationalists. The team finished an 
equal second on points with George Heriot’s and George 
Watson’s, though we finished fourth on a narrow goal 
difference and, unfortunately, were eliminated from the 
competition. Again, our results were impressive: we beat 
Clifton Hall, ESMS ‘B’, Fettes College and George Heriot’s; 
this made the final round of games very interesting to find 
out who would qualify. However, George Heriot’s beating 
George Watson’s in the final game sadly eliminated us on 
goals difference.

A real highlight of the year was the 1XI tour to Manchester. 
The team left Merchiston early on Friday morning to head 
to Sedbergh for our first fixture. A highly competitive match 
ended in a 5-4 win for Merchiston. Sedbergh were fantastic 
hosts and it was brilliant for the boys to visit another 
boarding school with such excellent sporting heritage. 

Played Won Drawn Lost Goals For Goals Against Goals Difference

7 4 0 3 31 17 14

Played Won Drawn Lost Goals For Goals Against Goals Difference

16 13 0 3 74 33 41

2XI

1XI

Sport
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Following the game the squad travelled to Manchester, 
enjoying an evening in the Trafford Centre and continuing 
the competitive nature of the trip by playing crazy golf. 
The next morning we played Manchester Grammar School, 
winning 2-0 against a very talented U16 team but Merchiston 
prevailed to win again. Manchester Grammar has a proud 
history of boys’ football and it was great to see the school and 
their football programme in action. We concluded the trip 
with a visit to Manchester City and a tour of the impressive 
stadium facilities, including the home team changing room 
and training facilities. 

A special mention must go to James R, Captain of Football, 
as he has been a member of the 1XI since Chalmers East. He 
has played football regularly both in school and externally 
for years and this shows in his performances and leadership. 
James was selected for the SISFA team representing 
Independent Schools in Scotland to play in the Scottish 
National Trophy, which is a fantastic achievement and 
thoroughly deserved.

Another very successful season for football, well done to 
every boy who participated and many thanks to the Upper 
Sixth leavers: James R, Alastair D, Cameron H, Oliver F, 
Marcus C, Logan P, George C, Ethan A, Daniel McC, Scott H.

Mr N Lieberman
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Hockey 

A highlight of the U15 boys’ fixtures 
was the game against Stewart’s Melville 
College (SMC), which just managed 
to avoid the frost. The team started 
off strongly and got into their stride 
quickly. There were some fluid periods of 
possession but not many chances created. 
Freddie C and Robbie D controlled things 
at the back while Matthew de V, Oscar J 
and Lyle M stretched the game up front. 
Midway through the first half, some good 
passing around the circle allowed Arran 
C to play the ball to the back post where 
Matthew was waiting to put it into an 
empty net. On the stroke of half-time 
SMC found an equaliser to make it 1-1. 

At half-time, the boys knew they would have to up their game 
again and they did just that. Daniel B pulled off some super 
saves in goal while Jamie M and Oliver R continued to offer 
width at the back. Glen C, Thomas R and Teo T got through 
a lot of hard work in midfield and eventually the pressure 
told as Lyle scored his second goal in two games to make it 
2-1. In the final minutes Mackenzie B and Drew M-S chased 
tirelessly up front and as a result we turned the ball over 

allowing Thomas to score the game clinching final goal.

Following this, the U15 boys hosted Edinburgh Academy 
in the Scottish Schools Plate. This is a talented group who 
played an excellent game with high intensity throughout. 
They were deserving winners ending up with a 5-0 score 
line. Glen C scored in the first half with a sweet strike 
from the top of the circle. Arran C, Oscar J, Freddie C and 
Ruaridh W-B all added goals in the second half to cap a fine 
performance. This result saw the team win five in a row, 
scoring 17 and conceding 1. 

This success of the U15s was great preparation for the 1XI’s 
Aspire Plate semi final game at home to Harris Academy. 
Despite a slow start when we found ourselves 1-0 down, 
our midfield three of Max B, Alex T and Magnus C worked 
tirelessly to get us back into the game. Max and Owain A 
scored two goals in response as we led at half time. Fred C 
made some timely saves in the second half to keep us ahead 
and, as the opposition tired, Owain and Alex finished off 
some slick counter attacks to end the game 4-1 winners.  
This result saw us through to finals day in Glasgow.

The U15 team finished off a hugely successful term this year 
with a 1-1 draw at home to SMC. We dominated the game 
for large parts but never scored the crucial second goal 
after Glen C had finished off a super team move to give us 
a 1-0 lead. After losing to Glenalmond in the Cup last term 
this team has played 7 games, winning 6, scoring 22 goals, 
conceding 2 goals and winning the Scottish Junior Boys Plate 
with their win against Edinburgh Academy. Well done boys!

Played Won Drawn Lost Goals For Goals Against Goals Difference

8 6 1 1 23 5 18

Played Won Drawn Lost Goals For Goals Against Goals Difference

9 4 0 5 14 19 -5

U15

1XI



159

The 2019
MERCHISTONIAN

The Aspire Plate Final was a fantastic day as the 1XI boys 
travelled to Glasgow Green to take part in the Schools’ 
Hockey Finals Day for the first time. We arrived in plenty of 
time to prepare for our match with McLaren High School. 
After completing the pre match walk outs and handshakes 
we slowly got into the game. We started to create some 
good chances but Alex T’s effort was cleared off the line. 
After some good work in the circle from Tobias W we were 
awarded a penalty flick but unfortunately Max B’s effort was 
saved. Just before half time Owain A swept in the opener into 
the bottom corner to settle some nerves. 

In the second half our tackling was poor and, while down to 
ten men, we struggled to keep the ball. Angus S and Niles 
K offered good support in the wide channels and two quick 
strikes from Angus sealed the victory. Well done to all of the 
squad who have taken part this year. Four boys played their 
last game for the school but it was a great way to finish the 
year with our first trophy for the senior hockey boys. 

Well done to all of the 100 boys who have played hockey this 
term for the school. We have played 36 games in total and 
hopefully we can continue to grow the sport and improve in 
the years ahead. Special mention to Max B who was selected 
to be part of the Scotland U16 squad - the first Merchiston 
pupil to do so. We also have four boys taking part in the East 
U14 trials this year - more than we have had before.

Mr R McCorkell
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Basketball 

the Oriam. Boys against men? You may ask. Well, Merchiston 
certainly put them in their place by winning 55-34. This was a 
very competent, confident all-round performance by our boys.

November 2018 saw the team drawn in the first round 
Plate fixture against St. Andrews RCHS. Unfortunately they 
conceded the tie and Merchiston was awarded a walkover. 
We continued with our training and practice sessions, playing 
friendly games against Fettes and Loretto, winning both quite 
convincingly.

January 2019 brought a Plate home game versus James 
Gillespie’s, a school with a fine pedigree for producing young 
basketball players who advance to National Club status. This 
was never going to be easy for us but our resolve and fitness 
overpowered our opposition with a clear 52-29 victory. 

This game was closely followed by our quarter-final tie against 
Portobello HS where, again, we proved too strong for our 
opposition and came away victorious 81-38.

And so to the Merchiston Basketball Tour to the North 
of England where our opposition was Sedbergh School 
and Woodhouse Grove School. Our fitness, ball skills and 
organisation came to the fore and we ran out winners in our 
games, 60-47 and 68-38, respectively, a very successful tour  
in terms of results, togetherness and camaraderie, vital in  
team games.

With the Plate semi-final looming, our work ethic increased 
ahead of the biggest game to date for Merchiston Basketball 
- against Lasswade High School. As the game progressed it 

Our season began on 4 September 2018 
with the formation of a ‘new’ squad 
composed of boys from the previous 
season’s squad and boys who had stepped 
up from the activity sessions. 

We had seven mixed practice sessions prior to our first game 
away to Strathallan, a historically difficult fixture, and on this 
occasion Merchiston won quite comfortably 71-31, a result 
which set us up nicely for the forthcoming season.

The Abe Wood Blitz Tournament was contested by St. 
Aloysius, Strathallan, Fettes, George Heriot’s, Glenalmond and 
Merchiston. The Tournament proved to be a big success with 
some terrific basketball being played by all competitors and in 
a great spirit. A big thank you to the match officials for keeping 
the 15 games on time and for all their work on the day. There 
were some closely contested games played and I am pleased 
to say Merchiston were victorious on the day and wrested the 
trophy from Glenalmond.

Practice sessions began in earnest following this tournament 
with the build up to the Scottish Schools Cup, where we felt  
we could reach the semi-final stage. Confidence was high as  
we scored 100 points in one of our group stage games but it was 
not to be, as we lost an away game to George Heriot’s by only  
2 points with this result confining us to section runners-up.

When the Cup campaign was over, Heriot-Watt University 
3rd team invited Merchiston to a friendly challenge match at 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Strike Rate Points Difference

16 14 0 2 977 569 408

Sport
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became more obvious we were going to win this game as we 
managed to nullify their main threat and we ran out 79-40 
victors. Merchiston did not come out of things unscathed; at 
this stage we had five players carrying injuries who required 
continuous treatment.

Our final game was the Open Boys National Plate Final against 
Braes High School, Falkirk. This game was a real rollercoaster; 
Merchiston flew out of the traps and played some of the best 
basketball I have ever seen from schoolboys. Knowing that 
the Braes would regroup and come back at us, they managed 
to take the second quarter by 5 points. We won the fourth 
quarter 18-12 and finished stronger than our opponents but, 
unfortunately, we fell just short of our goal.

Thanks go to the boys who assisted with scoring, timekeeping, 
board marking, acting as ambassadors or any other task they 
carried out; no matter how small, it is important as we could 
not function or have been as successful as we were without 
your help. Great teamwork. To the leavers, Florian H, Max 
W, Axel P, Charles J, may I wish you much success in the 
future and thank you for all your efforts. Looking forward to 
the future, Merchiston Castle has a very good reputation in 
schools basketball due to all your efforts. Please keep up the 
good work, carry the banner forward and maintain our high 
standards.

Mr K Sanford
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Squash 

It’s been another exciting year for Merchiston 
Squash, with training sessions running 
most days and many players of all ages 
having the opportunity to work with our 
coach Jim Hay on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

There was a lot of new interest in the sport this year and many 
boys with a background in other racquet sports tried their 
hand at this demanding game!

The U19 team played home and away fixtures against Watson’s, 
Fettes and ESMS. Unfortunately, the competition was tough 
and MCS only managed to win the home fixture against Fettes. 
David T has continued to represent the team well when he is 
available to play. Kavin B and Bryan X have been ever-present 
in the team and very committed. Sean B and Max L have 
stepped up to U19 level and done very well in their matches.

The U16s have played three matches in the last two terms. 
Although we lost all three games, the boys made some 
excellent progress and great fun was had by all. The main 
highlight was the last game of the season. We had won two 
games out of the four and the fifth game went to the fifth set 
and then surpassed the 11 points mark. Even though the other 
team ended up winning 16-14, the atmosphere was fantastic.

Our junior squad made great progress and showed a very 
encouraging level of focus, enthusiasm and competitive  
spirit! Ably captained by Sean B, the promising U14 group  
are definitely ones to watch in coming years.

Mrs J Nicol

Early in the year, Merchiston swimming 
was well represented at the Edinburgh 
Schools Championships, despite the 
competition falling during Weekend 
Leave. Micah impressed and went on 
to represent Merchiston at the Scottish 
Schools’ Championships.

Our swimming sessions this year continued to be popular, 
with Thursday evenings a great success, ably led by the new 
team from Swim Easy. Monday afternoons in the pool, for the 
Autumn and Lent terms, were an opportunity to encourage 
more boys through the doors. 

With the change of coach, this year was an opportunity to try 
something new during the swimming sessions; we focused on 
including several land-based activities in the afternoons, thus 
building strength and stamina, which proved useful in the pool. 

The team’s core swimmers have continued to excel, co-
captained by Kaixin Z and Charlie de B. We had some nail-
biting fixtures against some extremely strong schools. Most 
notable was a gala hosted by Stewart’s Melville and attended 
by numerous Edinburgh schools. We had a number of teams 
out from U14 to the Open. There were a number of new faces 
on the teams this year and we look forward to seeing their 
continued progress into next academic year.

Mrs A Torrance

Swimming

Sport
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Badminton

This was Stuart S’ seventh, and last year as 
a member of the Badminton team and he 
captained the boys to a very enjoyable and 
successful season. 

After an early loss to a strong Stewart’s side, we bounced back 
to beat Fettes with Bryan X and Jensan L leading the way with 
key wins. Our closest and most exciting match was against 
Heriot’s where Jamie L and Cheuk Y showed they can compete 
at U18 level, pushing their opponents close in every game. 

After a narrow defeat to a quality Currie team, the boys 
travelled to Watson’s for the final game of the season. Kavin B 
was a central part of this match, winning a doubles with Bryan 
X before securing his singles, and Merchiston edged it 5-3 
overall - a great win and our first against Watson’s at this level.

With exciting young players at Chalmers East and Rogerson 
level, and future leaders in Lower Sixth, badminton is in a 
strong position going forward. I would personally like to thank 
Stuart for all he has done for Merchiston badminton over 
the years. He has been a driving force and an inspiration to 
younger players; we wish him all the best for the future.

Dr K Pettigrew

Sailing

The sailing season started in the Autumn 
Term when a small but determined band 
of seasoned sailors braved some quite 
bad weather to ensure the sailing activity 
stayed afloat. The attendance prize went 
to Cameron R who turned up to every 
session without fail. 

The Summer Term bought a new band of sailors out of the 
boarding houses to ensure one of the most successful sailing 
seasons for quite some time. A long spell of good weather 
meant the boys were able to get on the water every week. A 
variety of activities from games and skills sessions to a ‘start 
racing’ week kept the boys developing their skills week by 
week whilst enjoying a bit of time out of school and on the 
water. Attendance has been at an all-time high with capacity 
to run two groups every session. Particular acknowledgement 
must go to the Chalmers West boys for their enthusiasm  
and to Joram B for recording the most consistent attendance 
over the year. The year finished with the traditional fish  
supper overlooking Queensferry Bay. Oliver R and Antonio  
M were awarded the sailing prizes for their progress over  
the summer term.

Mr R Nicholls
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Shooting 

This academic year 2018/19 has seen 
over 60 boys shoot in the Miller Range: 
Third Form with former pupil Mr Thomas 
Diggle (GB team member); Fourth Form 
with Mr Darren George; and V, Lower 
Sixth, Upper Sixth and the team with 
Maj Alan Ewing. With these qualified and 
experienced staff members the boys have 
a structure in place so they can progress 
from beginners to potential school team 
and then placement with the Scotland 
Youth Development Squad.

Due to the excellent Miller Range facility on site, the main 
effort in school is small-bore shooting. From the boys who  
have attended this year, three have been selected to train  
and shoot with the Scotland Youth Development Squad.  
In turn, this has led to selection into County, National  
and International competitions. 

We have been represented at county level where boys have 
been selected to shoot against other counties throughout the 
UK. Boys have also represented Scottish Schools in the Home 
Internationals. One boy has also seen selection at junior 
level to represent Scotland in the annual match against New 
Zealand. In all competitions the boys have done the school 
proud and I suggest that it is only a matter of time before a 
major prize in these competitions is forthcoming. 

With the, now well-established, progressive program in place 
and the continuity of boys attending, entry to competitions at 
all levels will increase. We will also be looking at shoulder to 
shoulder meets with other shooting schools.

The annual small-bore shoot against the Merchistonians 
this year resulted in a draw. A team of nine boys from 
Third Form to Upper Sixth proved worthy opponents to the 
Merchistonians. On the day it came down to the last pair of 
the day, a father and son, who each had the opportunity to take 
the title for respective teams. Although both upset at the time 
for not winning for the team, hindsight suggests that a draw 
was the most appropriate result all round.

In August 2019, three boys have been entered by the Scotland 
coach into the Junior International Competition at Bisley. We 

Sport
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wish them all well and Good Shooting.

This article is being written one day after our return from 
Bisley, where a team of six boys were entered in the Combined 
Cadet Force Shooting week. This is a full-bore competition, 
firing against some 60 or so other schools from across the 
UK. The boys were entered in a 4s competition where they 
achieved a very admirable 6 position overall. The remaining 
boys were entered into the pairs competition and achieved a 
positive position within the middle rankings. Confirmation of 
final results will be published on the NRA and CCRS websites 
in the coming weeks. All the boys are to be congratulated for 
the effort, self-discipline, self-motivation, team camaraderie 
and team spirit, all achieved with zero training prior to 
attendance at the event.

A member of the team will remain at Bisley to attend 
the Cadet Imperial, with entry to competitions running 
concurrent with the 150th Imperial Shooting Meet. Over the 
coming week he will have expert coaching and theory lessons 
and the opportunity to gain a place in the CCF GB team. This 
is hopefully an event that we can take better advantage of in 
the coming years.

Shooting at Merchiston is not a major sport; however  
over the years we have and still do produce National and 
International firers. Former pupil (Pringle coach) Thomas 
Diggle will shortly be representing GB in Serbia with 
aspirations of gaining points towards a place in the Scotland 
Squad for the Commonwealth Games. This is off the back of 
his win at the Scottish Championships, early in July 2019. 

Of the 60 or so boys who have shot at Merchiston this year, 
all have the opportunity to progress in the sport in either full-
bore or small-bore. Representation within a team - at School, 
County, National and International level - is achievable by all.

Maj A Ewing
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Laidlaw North 
Sixth Form

Laidlaw North has been nothing 
but amazing this past year! 
After welcoming our new 
Housemother, Ms Stewart, into 
the House, the staff team - Mr 
Rowlands, Miss Mullan, Mrs 
Hardman, Mr Harrison and 
Mr Newham - have all made 
the past year in North one to 
remember. The House team 
have been busy this year as 
they helped create a sociable 
environment where boys 
can gain fond memories; for 
example, there were House 
barbeques and breakfasts 
throughout the year. Moreover, 
this cannot be a Laidlaw North 
year report without a special 
mention of the incredible work 
of the domestic staff who work 
round the clock helping to 
ensure all the boys in the House 
are neat and tidy, even though it 
has proven to be a challenge.

Moving from Rogerson to Laidlaw was 
always an exciting thought for the boys. 
The prospect of an accommodation 
upgrade was a big factor. The change was 
a large one to say the least due to the 
increased workload and also the large 
amount of responsibility placed upon 
the boys. Although this was daunting at 
first, the boys began to flourish gradually 
under these new changes. Mr Rowlands 
and the Tutor team have helped the 
boys develop into respectful young men 
and have been great in looking after 
the boys and helping them manage the 
stresses of A Levels. Laidlaw North this 
year has been packed with high points 
along with a few routine blips along the 
way, which have helped the boys to find 
out their strengths and weaknesses and 
has provided them with the chance to 
develop character. The move has been 
extremely positive and we as a House are 
looking forward to what next year has 
in store in what I am sure is going to be 
another great chapter.

Personally, as a student joining the 
School in Laidlaw North, this was a 
very daunting experience as the nerves, 
excitement and worries were just some 
of the many feelings I experienced. 

This year there was an induction for 
the new boys where they were shown 
the Merchiston way of life and also had 
a tour of the House they were going to 
board in. The next morning, mentors 
were introduced to show them to their 
lessons. Once the new boys had a feel of 
the daily routines set in place for them, 
the nerves eventually died down and we 
had the opportunity to play sports with 
the other boys and socialise. Eventually, 
the move for all the boys went very 
smoothly, and everyone is enjoying 
their time at Merchiston. However, we 
will have to regrettably say goodbye to 
Francisco L who has stayed with us for 
the Lower Sixth year only and we wish 
him all the best in Mexico. 

This year, Laidlaw North had an 
outstanding display of boys excelling 
in their sports. The House had roughly 
5 1XI football players and a 1XI cricket 
player. In rugby, the 1XV won the U18 
Scottish Schools Cup with 7 boys from 
Laidlaw North representing the school at 
Murrayfield. Additionally, Hector S was 
also selected to represent Scotland in the 
U17s rugby team. Hector S and Ryven 
E were also selected for the Edinburgh 
U17 training camps. Johannus M de L 
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was also a member of the U18 tennis 
team which won the Schools National 
Champions and he managed to achieve 
his men’s ranking. For squash, David 
T received the internationalist tie for 
being selected to represent Scotland in 
the U19s squash team. Hamish B also 
participated in the ISGA British Schools 
Northern Open for Golf in March. 
A number of boys also received Half 
Colours for their respective sports; for 
example, Oscar W got his Half Colours 
for cricket; Josiah Y for basketball; 
Hector S for athletics; Johannus M 
de L for tennis; and George Connolly 
for hockey. Thus, I can safely say that 
this year Laidlaw North has excelled 
in all sports and we are all very proud 
of everyone who has competed at such 
a high level, and we look forward to 
hearing about their success in the future.

Apart from sports, Laidlaw North has 
also had many successes elsewhere 
with plenty of boys awarded ties and 
distinctions from the Headmaster. 
Following last year’s GCSE and Lower 
Sixth results, 11 students were awarded 
the Gibson Scholarship Ties: Doheon 
K, Jack Z, Kaixin Z, Archie F, Hamzah 
R, Muhammad S, Hector S, Oscar W, 

Aidan W, Bryan X and Ryven E. Along 
the lines of academics, students in the 
House were also recognised for their 
work in the Cecil Stagg project; these 
include Muhammad S, Oscar W, Magnus 
C, David Tr, Archie F, Hector S, Hamzah 
R, Nikita K, James M who were all 
awarded a Headmaster’s Distinction. In 
the UK Mathematics Challenge this year, 
Doheon K, Jack Z and Sky Z performed 
well, and were rather successful in 
the competition. In addition, Hamzah 
R was also selected to be the Head of 
the Academic Liaison Committee and 
we are very proud of him as it truly 
reflects his efforts towards his academic 
success. Furthermore, throughout the 
year many boys participated in many 
choral and musical events from choral 
performances to assembly performances. 
Many boys also participated in the 
Pipe Band to commemorate the 
Remembrance Service. There were 
also individual successes - Hector S 
completed the Marathon Des Sables  
in April. 

In the Sixth Form, many events were 
set up for the boys to hopefully give 
them many great memories. We had 
a House Christmas Dinner at ‘Mia 

Italian Kitchen’, where we were served 
a variety of Italian food ranging from 
pizzas to pastas. We also had a Sixth 
Form Christmas dinner in the Dining 
Hall and there were many highlights 
from that. One of them would be singing 
‘The 12 days of Christmas’, dividing 
each verse between tables. Additionally, 
another highlight was witnessing Mr 
Johnston shred on the guitar as the 
teachers performed for the Christmas 
dinner. As always, the catering team did 
an excellent job with the roast turkey 
dinner, which the boys thoroughly 
enjoyed and the decorations really 
complemented the festivities. Then 
too there was the Senior Rugby dinner 
which highlighted this year’s successful 
run towards winning the U18 Scottish 
Schools Cup. 

In addition, we have had lots of 
opportunities for socials with St George’s 
and Kilgraston, ranging from the Charity 
Social with a Hawaiian theme, the St 
George’s and Kilgraston Christmas Ball 
and our very own Highland Ball at the 
School. We should also mention about 
the entertaining Merchiston production 
which featured Charles J and Joram B in 
the play Beauty and the Beast. 
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The Prefect team of Laidlaw North have 
been incredible this year! All of them 
have been amazing leaders and have 
been good role models for boys in the 
House to aspire towards. Additionally, 
even though the team fully exceeded 
their many roles in the House, they still 
manage to make time to socialise with 
all the boys in Laidlaw whilst making 
the new boys feel welcomed. Logan 
P deserves a mention as the Head of 
North as he has helped to lead Laidlaw 
North through his last year, and I think 
the house can collectively say he has 
done a tremendous job! Deputy Head, 
Tim W has also excelled in his role as 
Wellbeing Prefect and I can certainly 
say from experience that he has always 
been there for the boys if there were 
any queries or problems. However, we 
cannot exclude the amazing team behind 
them who played a big role in making 
sure everyone was happy in this House. 
The prefect handover was also a success 
with the new team: Head of House 
Muhammad S, Deputy Head Finlay C, 
Oscar W, Magnus C, Egor T and Rory D. 
The new team began to take over duties 
in the House after the Easter break to 
relieve the workload of the current team 
in the build-up to their A Level exams. 

Additionally, we are proud that two boys 
have been selected to be part of next 
year’s Triumvirate as Hector S has been 
awarded Captain of School with Archie F 
as Vice- Captain of School. 

As we approached the end of the year, 
the House started to become quiet with 
exams being prioritised for the Upper 
Sixth. However, the fun still remained as 
all the Lower Sixth went outside to play 
football on the front pitches after their 
week of mock exams. At the end of this 
academic year, we have had to sadly say 
goodbye to three of our fellow students - 
Joram B, Francisco L and Tobias W - who 
have been with us for a considerable 
amount of time, and we wish them all 
the best in their future endeavours. 

Muhammad S 
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Laidlaw South 
Sixth Form

It is safe to say that it has been 
a year full of laughter, fun, hard 
work and success for Laidlaw 
South. There have been 
challenges for all boys, whether 
that is in the jump from Fifth 
to Sixth Form or for new boys 
joining the School. However, 
the support given by both Mr 
Lieberman and Mrs Coyne, as 
well as the rest of the team of 
tutors, has been fantastic with 
good advice whenever it was 
needed. Both the Upper Sixth 
and even boys in the Lower 
Sixth who have been at the 
school for many years were 
also on hand to support and 
advise both newcomers and 
current pupils alike. 

The regular VIA quiz on a Wednesday 
night, organised by Hamish C was always 
a success with more boys attending each 
week and the questions getting tougher, 
but more humorous, each week. Both the 
table tennis and pool table were a great 
way for boys to interact and integrate 
with boys as well as increase competition. 
Bottom South kitchen continues to be 
the place to gather and socialise, both 
Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth mixing well 
and being encouraged to socialise by the 
prefects. The football match between 
North and South also helped the South 
boys to bond after narrowly losing to a 
strong North outfit. Regular sporting 
activities are something we hope to drive 
and push next year and to continue the 
rivalry between North and South. 

During the Summer Term, there have  
been strong numbers out on the pitches 
after prep to play in regular football 
fixtures. However, these games came to 
a rather sudden halt as boys went from 
gathering on the pitches to gathering on 
the top floor day room to enjoy a brand-
new episode of the one and only Love 
Island. A special thank you to Mrs Coyne 
for providing the drinks and snacks; 
whether that is in VIA or in the day  

room, her gifts are always accepted with 
open arms and are extremely appreciated. 
Our Housemother, Mrs Coyne, has also 
introduced cooking socials this year. They 
have been very enjoyable and a great way 
to bond with the year group and our new 
housemother. We cooked meals such as 
making our own pizzas, burgers and fajitas. 
This year we have also had House meals 
out of school. Dante’s was a favourite for 
the boys. The boys enjoyed amazing food 
and it was a very good event to have the 
night before the Cup Final which settled 
the player’s nerves. 

This year, Laidlaw South has displayed 
sporting excellence across a variety of 
sports. We had Co- Captain of rugby Jamie 
D and many boys contribute to the glory 
of winning the Scottish Cup for the first 
time since 2008. We also had many boys 
represent the senior athletics squad and 
the 1XI cricket team in the Summer Term 
of this year. Two boys gained national 
call ups for the second year running to 
represent Scotland U18 at the Six Nations 
festival down south: Jamie D and Matthew 
C, who both were heavily involved in a 
successful campaign off the back of being 
unbeaten in the tournament the previous 
year. Four boys consisting of; Struan W, 
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Findlay-Broch M, Alex G and Alex F all 
successfully represented their region of 
Edinburgh in multiple rugby fixtures and 
tournaments throughout the season, with 
Alex F going on to represent Scotland U17 
towards the end of the season. Rory T has 
led the Golf Academy this year and played 
consistently well throughout the season. 
Matthew H jointly-led the Tennis Academy 
to their 9th Scottish Cup title in 11 years. 
Charlie M has been hugely successfully 
this year through representing Scotland 
and winning a British national tour event 
in Nottingham. Good luck to Charlie and 
Matthew and the rest of the team for the 
National Finals in the summer. Captain 
of Basketball, Florian H led the team to 
the Scottish Plate final this year. They 
unfortunately suffered a narrow loss. 
However, this is a huge achievement which 
Florian can take big credit for. James R was 
the captain of 1XI football this year and 
led the team to another good campaign. 
James has gone on to be successful with 
Edinburgh City and represent the Scottish 
Independent Schools Football Association. 
We are also a very musical house with 
many boys in the senior pipe band, chapel 
choir, choral society, string and wind band. 
Charles L has had another exceptional year 
on the piano complementing his Forbes 

Bowl win last year with a top three this 
time around. 

During this year there have been many 
social occasions with both Kilgraston 
and St George’s for the boys to enjoy. 
All boys have been great hosts as well as 
great guests. We have had Philip H-J grow 
into his role as the social prefect for next 
year as the DJ for our socials. This year’s 
Highland Ball at Merchiston was a great 
success, with lots of dancing, laughing and 
great food; it was a great night and both 
the girls and boys were very impressed by 
the dinner that was presented. Another 
fantastic event was the Burns Supper at 
St George’s. The annual Christmas dinner 
also went down well with the belting out 
of ‘five gold rings’ being by far the best part 
of the night. 

With the end of another school year 
we must praise and thank those that 
have worked so hard to keep Laidlaw in 
marvellous condition and have supported 
and guided us through a stressful year 
making it far easier and enjoyable. The 
continuous work that the domestic team 
have done for us has been incredible and 
is very much appreciated, we are very 
lucky and privileged to have them. We 

must also congratulate the Upper Sixth 
on a very successful year and exam period 
but also say goodbye to them as they start 
to depart after their exams. The whole 
house is extremely grateful and thankful 
for the work the Upper Sixth prefect team 
have done and the House has been run 
very successfully under the leadership 
of Head of House, Matthew C. We must 
also say our goodbyes to the boys that will 
be fulfilling roles in the other boarding 
houses in Prefect roles. We would like 
to thank Mrs Coyne, Mr Douglas, Mrs 
Stewart, Dr Pettigrew and Mr Nicholls 
for all their help and support throughout 
the year. Mr Douglas is always open for 
a chat about rugby and is a great help for 
the boys studying English in the House. 
Mrs Stewart makes a massive effort to 
chat to every boy, making everyone feel 
welcome and has taken up the tough task 
of watching Love Island every Wednesday 
night. A massive thank you must go to 
Mr Lieberman for his tireless hard work 
that does not go unnoticed and all boys 
are extremely grateful for the work he has 
done for us in Laidlaw South. It is safe to 
say that his first year as Housemaster in 
Laidlaw South has been very successful. 

Alex F and Struan W 
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Evans 
Sixth Form Day

For the 2018/19 academic 
year, Evans has continued to 
be a close knit and friendly 
community. Many of the boys 
in Lower Sixth and Upper 
Sixth share similar subject 
choices, which has allowed 
for a closer bond to be 
formed between the boys, 
and for advice to be both 
given and taken. As such, I 
reckon the Upper Sixth 
should naturally take the 
credit for the Lower Sixth’s 
strong end of year exam 
results - they were nothing to 
do with the dedicated and 
hardworking attitudes of this 
year’s Lower Sixth boys! 

For a house of just 16 boys, bolstered by 
the arrival of Brodan J.S in the summer, 
Evans has massively overachieved in 
sport; with some questionable rounding 
and bad maths, almost a quarter of the 
house featured in the 1XI cricket squad. 
Evans has also been represented on the 
international stage with the efforts of 
Jacob F at the Australian Junior Open, 
and Magnus M’s 2nd place at the British 
Telemark Skiing Championships and 
29th in the World Cup race. Evans also 
had a large turnout at drama events, with 
Stuart S taking a leading role as Lumiere 
in Beauty and the Beast and Bassam Q, 
Robert A and Alex M supporting backstage. 
My attempt to portray Maurice, however, 
is probably best left unmentioned. In the 
Autumn Term, Stuart S and I continued 
the tradition of running a light hearted 
quiz night in house. 

The Evans Christmas meal also returned 
with an enjoyable trip to Nando’s. The 
in-house social events became noticeably 
more constructive, with boys learning 
to make pizza and beef chilli under 
the experienced tutoring of Mrs Blair. 
Another constructive, albeit less popular, 
institution brought into Evans this year 
was the introduction of dishwasher 

duty. Understandably, the Upper Sixth 
immediately blamed the pressure of exams 
in order to excuse themselves from such  
a horror. 

It was more than just the boys who 
contributed to Evans this year. Mr 
McCorkell kept the boys’ spirits high and 
the atmosphere in House positive through 
organising socials and co-ordinating 
constructive prefect meetings. Thanks 
should also go to Mr Loftus and Dr 
Cartwright for being so approachable and 
looking after the House in the evenings. 
Whilst the Evans prefect team admittedly 
failed to continue last year’s tradition of 
Cake Mondays, this did not matter due to 
the highly popular provision of snacks  
and home baking by Mrs Blair.

Overall, Evans has continued to punch 
above its weight in School events and 
has remained a fun and easy going house 
of which I’m proud to be a part. The 
outgoing Upper Sixth wish the best of luck 
to both the new and current Lower Sixth 
year, and will miss the care and support 
of Mr McCorkell and the relaxed Evans 
ambience.

Charles B
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Rogerson 
Fifth Form

The Fifth Form year is one 
that delivers a great many 
experiences and one or two 
challenges along the way! 
As we readied ourselves 
for the all-important GCSE 
examinations, we were 
fortunate enough to have 
some carefully planned 
events, opportunities and 
experiences, which ensured 
our Fifth Form year was 
about so much more than 
the examinations. This was 
crucial in helping us stay 
motivated, engaged and 
focused on the task ahead.

The Arts Programme has seen some of 
the boys enjoying regular theatre trips 
outwith the School, such as the fantastic 
theatre production of Touching the 
Void. A number of the Rogerson pupils 
were involved in their own production 
of Beauty and the Beast here at School 
with some of the girls from St George’s. 
An honourable mention to Tom L who 
appeared as the rug. It was great to see 
the audience filled with support from  
the Rogerson boys. 

Other boys enjoyed taking part in 
a number of different co-curricular 
activities, such as Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF), Duke of Edinburgh Awards - 
which had eventful expeditions, and 
enjoying hobbies such as photography, 
coaching, debating and baking. 

Apart from the academic side of life at 
Merchiston there has been a variety of 
sporting activities for us to partake in. 
This has been particularly good for the 
boys in Rogerson because we have been 
so busy with our GCSE examinations 
during the Summer Term that the variety 
of sports has given us time to relax and 
get a break from the revision and stress. 
The staff have been very supportive 

and encouraging around this time. The 
Senior Sports Programme has offered 
exciting challenges for the many boys 
involved in sports this year. The focus 
is on encouraging us to try other sports 
alongside rugby in the School. 

  The basketball team had a hugely 
successful season with a number 
of Rogerson boys competing in the 
Scottish Cup. The team reached the 
final of the schools’ competition and 
competed to a very high standard but 
unfortunately lost at the final hurdle 
to Braes High School in a valiant 
effort.

  In hockey, the Rogerson boys made 
a big contribution towards winning 
the Aspire Plate. This is the first time 
Merchiston’s Hockey team has won 
this competition. 

  Individuals have excelled in many 
other sports including football  
and fives. 

  The boys in the Tennis and Golf 
Academies have enjoyed success, too, and 
have managed their very busy schedules 
during this exam year with a lot of 
support from peers, coaches and family.
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  In rugby, the U16 boys made it to the 
semi-finals of the Scottish Schools’ 
Cup before an unfortunate loss to 
George Watson’s College. 

In Rogerson, many teams work together 
to form a bond, which works well on 
and off the pitch and can be noticed 
throughout the House. This shows the 
importance of sports in our House.

This year has been exceptionally busy, 
but between the rugby matches and 
musical recitals, we’ve found time for 
other things, too. 

In November, we held the Highland Ball, 
where St George’s and Kilgraston girls 
were invited to take part in some ceilidh 
dancing. We are extremely grateful for Dr 
Bower’s help in organising the event and 
teaching us how to dance, as well as the 
teachers who gave up their time to help 
run the event. The event ran smoothly, 
and gave us a break from the routine 
of Merchiston. The St George’s Ball in 
February was another similar event, in 
which many from Merchiston went to St 
George’s, where we once again indulged 
in ceilidh dancing. Many thanks to the 
St George’s girls and staff, as well as the 
Merchiston staff who went with us.

We have had multiple events with St 
George’s over the year, as well as these 
balls, including the Chinese New Year 
dinner, where students who learned 
or spoke Mandarin or Cantonese were 
able to celebrate Chinese culture 
through food. We also had socials 
with St George’s, which offered us 
the opportunity to meet new people 
and again helped break the routine of 
Merchiston.

We also had other events throughout the 
year, including visits to the cinema and 
to meals. Every end of term, we went out 
for a meal, which was highly praised. We 
also went on cinema trips, such as to the 
film Mary Queen of Scots, which, while 
criticised, was an interesting cultural 
event and found to be very interesting.

The Careers Cafe offered another 
interesting opportunity for pupils not 
only in Rogerson but also those from 
other year groups. We were able to 
interact with people in a range of fields, 
from the Navy to Project Trust, allowing 
us to have an insight into the working 
world, and to get a firmer idea of what 
we want to do in the future. 

Rogerson also had a taste of the 

international this year, as we welcomed 
several exchange students to the school, 
including those from Australia and India. 
In return, we have been able to send 
students abroad to expand their horizons 
beyond Merchiston. Some international 
pupils from within Merchiston also 
offered to share their country with us 
through the Middle Years assembly, in 
which Rogerson has taken on a larger 
role; eg, Min J S presented on the nation 
of South Korea. We also had a trip to 
China at the beginning of the year 
for our Close Harmony Group, where 
several boys from Merchiston were taken 
to the Merchiston International School 
Shenzhen, as well as other parts of China 
to perform their pieces. 

We would like to thank Mr Rossiter 
for being an attentive housemaster, 
organising trips and events and ensuring 
that we don’t just get caught up in exams.

Harris B, John B and Bertie G  
Fifth Form
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Chalmers East 
Shell

This year Chalmers East 
consisted of 43 boarders 
and 28 dayboys. With many 
new boys joining it was time 
to make new friendships 
and develop existing ones. In 
lessons, we were challenged 
with more and harder work 
than ever before, yet with 
a little bit of determination 
we were able to cope and 
survive. 

To encourage and help us through these 
challenges were Mr Lear, Mrs Allison, 
Mr Robson, Dr Steen and Dr Mechie. 
As this was the first year of our GCSE 
choices each one of us really buckled 
down and got our work done to the best 
of our abilities. This was the first year 
in which we were allowed to choose 
our subjects, so everyone had subjects 
that they enjoyed and these are the 
areas we hope to excel in. Many new 
challenges and competitions arose for 
us to participate in, including Maths, 
Debating, Biology, and more. We 
were also lucky enough to go along 
to a very interesting Maths lecture 
about the maths behind games. In this 
lecture we were invited to try to beat 
mathematically involved games. We all 
thought the lecture would not be a lot of 
fun, yet it surprised all of us and was a 
very enjoyable event. 

Not only were there more challenges in 
the classroom but, on the sports field, 
rugby teams got bigger, better and faster 
while cricket teams got quicker and 
smarter. All the rugby and cricket teams 
produced unbelievable work in both 
training and matches. Some highlights 
during the rugby and cricket seasons 

would be winning Langley for the rugby 
and winning the Newcastle Falcons 
Sevens. In the cricket we won a national 
cup and in hockey we won the first ever 
piece of U15 silverware: the National 
Plate. A highly successful year all round.

Interesting weekend trips such as 
go-karting, paintballing, Edinburgh 
Castle and cinema trips were culturally 
influential and also immensely 
enjoyable. This contrasted with the  
more relaxed weekends where we  
were able to recharge our batteries.

However, we saved our best and most 
interesting trips for last. Our annual 
trip to Alton Towers was unfortunately 
cancelled due to the weather, but our day 
out in Edinburgh more than made up for 
our disappointment. On the whole, Shell 
has been a very gripping and exhilarating 
year. We look forward to finishing our 
GCSEs in Rogerson and being allowed 
even more freedom than we have been 
this year. 

Felix M 
Shell
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Chalmers West 
Fourth Form

Our first year of Merchiston 
senior school life has been 
full of exciting adventures, 
challenges and achievements. 
At the end of June last year 
we left behind Pringle House, 
which some of us had been 
in for over four years, and 
prepared to embark on the 
next stage of our Merchiston 
career: Chalmers West.

Over the course of the year we have had 
many sporting achievements. In rugby, 
the C1s have had a very strong season 
winning 13 out of 17 matches. Our first 
match back from the winter holidays 
was played at the Oriam, in which we 
managed to thwart Dollar’s unbeaten 
season, coming back from an unlucky 
18-19 loss earlier in the year. Boys in 
the C2s and 3s had the chance to play 
for Reverend Blair’s Shaughnessy Cup, 
whilst the C1s were completing their 
7s training. Unfortunately, after a few 
weeks of this training the Merchiston 
7s was cancelled due to the weather. 
Boys of all sporting abilities have had the 
chance to play in teams of varying levels 
and all progressed immensely over the 
course of the season. Thanks must go to 
Mr McCann, Mr Troxler, Mr Buchanan 
and Rev Blair for their hard work to 
make our rugby teams what they  
have become.

Cricket, whilst being played only in the 
Summer Term, has been a welcome 
change and is slightly more relaxing in 
the warmer weather. Both the A and B 
teams have done well, losing only a few 
fixtures throughout the season. A few 
boys were able to play up a year for the 

U15s in their cup matches, which they 
ended up winning. It is safe to say that 
although the cricket season is shorter 
than the rugby season it is still just as 
enjoyable and rewarding at the end.

The Senior Games was, as always, 
an excellent day in which many new 
personal bests were set and records 
broken. Pentland managed to pull 
through and win in the end with the 
highest number of points out of the four 
clans. There was a lot of competition as 
to who would win which events but I’m 
sure all boys will agree it was an action 
packed day of excitement.

Almost all of us have taken on an extra 
language whether it be French, Spanish 
or Mandarin. This has been a challenge 
for all but has undoubtedly been one that 
has been embraced to the best of our 
abilities. We have all chosen what classes 
we are taking for GCSEs cutting down 
our subject count to only eight. Next 
year we will have to buckle down and 
really focus on the content ahead of our 
first set of external exams.

We have been very lucky that Merchiston 
organises many trips and excursions for 
us. These include cinema trips to Odeon 
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Luxe, Sundays out at Foxlake and the 
beach and dinners at Nando’s. We have 
a few end of term whole house trips to 
look forward to as well, such as the Royal 
Highland Show and Paintballing, as well 
as another night at Nando’s. 

On the 12 May, after the previous day 
of training and packing, we embarked 
on our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Expedition in the Trossachs. Each group 
was dropped off at a different location. 
From there we walked for a number 
of kilometres, with all our tents and 
camping gear, to our campsites. Over the 
course of the expedition our navigating 
skills were tested as well as our cooking 
expertise. A lot of us had a brilliant time 
on the trip and will be looking forward 
to being able to do our Silver Expedition 
on top of this already great achievement.

This year we have been gifted with 
the chance to make friends with boys 
from all across the globe! We have 
had boys from Mexico, China, South 
Africa, Kenya, Spain, England, Russia, 
and Germany and, obviously, Scotland 
come with us along the way. As happy 
as we are to have these boys join us, we 
also, unfortunately have to say goodbye 

to some of them. We have made many 
great memories and they will be missed 
immensely. We wish them the best in 
their future endeavours and hope to see 
them fairly soon.

We have had an amazing group of staff 
in the house this year. Our tutors have 
been brilliant and with a different one 
on duty each night of the week we 
have had a lot of faces supporting us 
throughout the year. Fortunately, these 
people will be moving up with us next 
year to Chalmers East but our house 
team will unfortunately not. Thanks 
to our wonderful housemothers, Mrs 
McGregor and Ms Marshall, Assistant 
Housemaster, Mr Noble, and our 
Housemaster, Mr Ogilvie-Jones. This 
year has been filled with many trips and 
exciting memories and this would not 
have been possible without all of these 
characters. We hope next year goes well 
and look forward to seeing you around 
the School then.

We will shortly be moving up to 
Chalmers East, and while not a massive 
change of scenery we will have a huge 
step up to reach the level we will need to 
be at for our GCSEs. We hope that next 

year is just as brilliant a year as this has 
been and we can continue to grow and 
evolve into better characters for  
the years to come.

Finlay M and Dougal M 
Fourth Form

Third Form
This year, instead of writing a report,  
Third Form created a video review.

Mr M Raikes
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Second Form

The year is finally over,

So let’s take a while

To remember our time in Pringle

And what has made us smile.

So many funny moments,

Far too many to mention,

So let’s just take a moment

To highlight a few that grabbed 
our attention.

The Geography trip to the 
Water of Leith

Certainly made us shiver

As Krish K and Andrew L-N 
got rather wet 

When they both ended up 
in the river.

Pirates of the Curry Bean was 
fun and really silly

But not as good as ice cream 
with Dr Lilley.

We always love food and were 
happy to risk it

Especially when it came to the 
race for the biscuit!

Bake Off was great as we all 
tried to make 

The biggest, the best, the tastiest cake.

But the food we obviously 
loved the most

Was the warm, buttery after 
rugby toast.

Throughout the year there was 
the odd class we sat in

Where we all struggled to pronounce 
those words in Latin,

And others where so much 
fun was being had

We’d forgotten our music lessons, 
making all the teachers mad

Our mischievous moments were 
always entertaining:

Whilst Fraser A liked to sing 
on the bus

When it was a cold day for 
cricket training

We all made a big fuss

Robert H-P’s skills on the rugby 
pitch were certainly a mystery

As was all of us doing our 
100 percent History 

“Excuse me, Miss,” or “Excuse me, 
Ma’am,”

Never did any of us any harm

But the one thing that always 
sent us packing

Was that terrible noise, the sound 
of the Kraken!

We all loved to shower; only 
pretending to clean

You could smell us for miles, 
no need to be seen!

And other memories that stay 
with us still:

Mrs MacLennan’s office, was 
a great place to chill,

Or none us being man enough 
to take a wee chance

To go and ask a girl for just 
one little dance

The look of joy on everyone’s face

Is the thing that makes Pringle such 
a wonderful place.

Mrs R MacLennan and Second Form
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First Form

At the beginning of First 
Form, we embraced the new 
independence that being 
at the top of the Pringle 
Centre gave us, but we 
quickly realised that with 
responsibility comes certain 
expectations. Initially, it was 
difficult to be organised 
and the eight day timetable 
was a nightmare but, with 
time, and guidance from Mrs 
Torrance, we arrived on time 
to lessons with everything 
that we needed and slowly 
settled into a routine. 
Saturday mornings were a 
challenge, but Mrs Torrance 
ensured that she saved the 
best lessons for then and 
so we were always excited 
to be there. The year has 
flown by and it is amazing to 
look back and see how far 
we have come. We are now 

more independent and have 
developed the skills that we 
need for our big transition 
next year. 

Our first trip of the year was to 
Edinburgh Castle, where we dressed  
up in old fashioned clothing, visited the 
Crown Jewels and learnt all about the 
history of the castle and its inhabitants. 
For many of us, the best outing was to 
Euro Quiz, in the City Chambers. This is 
a competition in which over 20 schools 
from around Scotland, gather to test 
their knowledge of all things European. 
The team consisted of: Ahmed A, Lucas 
F, Ghani R, Nicholas de V and Fergus 
F. We battled against other schools 
answering questions about money, 
language, geography and politics. We 
came 7th, which was very respectable. 
After the competition, Mrs Torrance 
allowed us to go to an ice cream shop 
called ‘Smoov’. Everyone got gelato,  
but Ahmed A got a massive waffle  
with Nutella on top. 

In School, we also had exciting 
opportunities and our favourite was 
the Roman day, where we got to make 

shields, dress up, eat an authentic 
Roman feast and have a battle in the 
Dell between the Romans and Celts. 
Cecil Stagg was also a new experience 
for many of us and we got to take part 
in planting flowers, debating, an army 
inspired problem-solving workshop, 
Chemistry experiments, hacking and 
coding, the spelling bee and going to 
watch ‘Wonder’.

The highlight by far was the recent 
residential trip to Dounan’s Outdoor 
Centre. This was an opportunity for 
our class to enjoy a range of land and 
water based activities including raft 
building, tree climbing, catwalk, crate 
climb, archery, leap of faith and a night 
walk. All of these activities were led by 
the highly skilled and professional team 
leader from the centre - Badger! We were 
also overseen by Mrs Torrance and Mr 
Diggle. We had to rely on supporting 
each other over those few days and 
working as a team to succeed. On the 
Saturday night, we had made such good 
choices that we had a ‘midnight feast’ 
and got to stay up talking and playing 
games. We felt lucky to be celebrating 
our achievements at the end of the year 
with an excellent opportunity to try new 
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things and cement friendships.

One of the academic challenges we 
faced early on in the year was the 
English Speaking Board Examinations. 
We started preparing for these before 
Christmas and we completed our 
preparation in plenty of time. Luckily, 
we had the declamations near the start 
of this year and First Form stood out, 
with Ismael winning the year group 
and Ahmed A winning overall, with his 
outstanding recital of Talking Turkeys 
by Benjamin Zephaniah. Most of us did 
research on topics for the ESB which 
were completely unfamiliar to us and 
this was exciting because when listening 
to the presentations as a class, we all 
learnt new and exciting facts about 
the world and who lives, or lived, in it. 
Ismael W, Lucas F, Nicholas de V, Euan 
O’D and Ahmed A all got distinctions 
and there were some incredible talks 
about Marvel, Lego, the Northern Lights, 
Mount Everest and Jeff Bezos. 

The academic highlight was a unit we 
completed on Fables in English. In 
DT, we were designing and making 
tangrams. Dr Nugent suggested to Mrs 
Torrance that we do tangrams elsewhere 

in the curriculum. This sparked lessons 
centred on tangrams for the following 
four weeks. We accurately drew them in 
Maths, used inspiration from Religious 
Studies to help us create a story with 
a moral message and ultimately used 
animal tangrams to centre our own 
fables on. It was fantastic. We also loved 
Instruction texts because we got to bake 
cakes, which we ate in our Saturday 
lessons. English with Mrs Torrance is the 
best because it is her favourite subject 
and so it is always extra exciting. 

One of the things in First Form which 
continued to play a huge part in all our 
lives was sport. This year we fully got 
to grips with scrums and also started 
kicking, which was challenging but 
good fun. In cricket, we finally started 
to play with a hard ball and this gave us 
the opportunity to fully pad up in the 
nets. The highlight this term has been 
playing with older boys in the nets on 
Pringle Pitch; having the freedom as a 
First Former to spend time over there 
has been a privilege. Rugby has been ably 
captained by Fergus F and Nicholas de V, 
with cricket being captained by Ahmed 
A. Both Nicholas and Fergus played up 
this term. We cannot wait to develop 

our skills further next year. The indoor 
football tournament is apparently quite  
a highlight of the year.

First Form has a range of skills and, as 
well as wowing on the sports field and 
in class, we all took to the stage in the 
Pringle drama production, Pirates of 
the Curry Bean. Everyone worked hard 
to learn their parts, sing with gusto 
and dance to the same high standard 
as Fred Astaire. We are pleased to say 
that the show was a great success and 
an incredible opportunity for us all. 
Being at Merchiston gives us so many 
opportunities across a range of subjects 
and, because of the variety of challenges, 
we are forced to become resilient, 
enthusiastic and hard working in our 
approach. 

First Form has been an action packed 
rollercoaster ride, with so many 
memories and highlights. At the start  
of the year, we needed constant support 
and reassurance, but now we are leaving 
as confident young men. We have learnt 
that, although exciting, subjects up in 
the main School must be treated with 
the same respect as those down in the 
Centre; in order to do well in sports 
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and activities, teamwork is the most 
important skill to possess and if an adult 
gives you extra responsibility, you will 
be rewarded when you are respectful of 
it. We have loved First Form but cannot 
wait for our big transition. Latin and 
iPads await… And we cannot wait!

Mrs A Torrance and First Form
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J5

We have had an amazing year 
in J5 and it has absolutely 
flown by. Here are some of 
our highlights:

During the Autumn and Lent Terms we 
played our hearts out in rugby and had 
a great time. Some of our class played a 
part in the amazing undefeated season 
that the U9s achieved. The rugby dinner 
was a time of great pride for us as our 
coach, Mr Harrison, read out a beautiful 
poem about our rugby season. William 
M got the Most Improved Player, Egan 
H got the Coaches’ Player as the captain, 
and Xander M-B, went home with a 
signed rugby ball from the J5 team for 
getting Players’ Player.

In early March, we set off to Dounans 
for our residential camp away. We had 
an unforgettable time, enjoying activities 
such as the night walk, crate climbing, 
raft building and the egg drop. We 
thank our teacher and our instructors 
who helped us overcome our fears and 
complete the activities.

In Maths Fun Day, J5 was split into three 
groups and competed against schools 
from all over Edinburgh and beyond. 

It was fun because we got to solve 
problems as a team against many other 
schools and we enjoyed the challenge.

We have learned many new skills this 
year but maybe the most important 
was when we learned how to do CPR 
and First Aid with the help of Mrs 
Fallowfield from our Medical Centre. 
Hopefully we will never have to use 
these skills, but we know that it is a very 
important thing to learn.

The Junior Music Cup was a very 
exciting event. The winner of the J4 
and J5 category was Oliver W. All 
participants have worked very hard  
on their music and everyone enjoyed  
the event.

We are very lucky to have such a 
fantastic, safe area where we can play 
during our break times and we enjoy 
playing lots of different games like tig, 
football, rugby, cricket and imagination 
games in the Dens. Everyone has lots  
of fun! 

At Edinburgh Castle we enjoyed a 
fantastic workshop all about life during 
World War 2. We really enjoyed learning 
all about this period of British history.

In the Summer Term we have loved 
playing cricket and practising for lots  
of different events in athletics. 

We have experienced a great range 
of lessons and activities in our Friday 
Afternoon Club, enjoyed a games 
morning with St George’s, competed 
at the Junior Games, performed in the 
Summer Showcase, walked along the 
Water of Leith, visited North Berwick 
and lots, lots more! I think we really 
deserve a holiday now!

To finish, we would just like to thank our 
amazing teacher, Mr Harkins, and all the 
other staff and teachers who have helped 
us reach our targets in every term and in 
every subject!

J5 and Mr Harkins
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J4

As we embarked on the new 
session, we joined other new 
boys in the Pringle Centre 
in the J4 classroom. Some 
of us were nervous, and yet 
we were eager to learn all 
about each other and our 
new School. There was so 
much to take in, and we were 
glad to have Miss Foster, Mr 
Harkins and Mrs Torrance 
to explain how everything 
worked. Here are some 
highlights of our year.

 

One of the most exciting things we have 
experienced this year is the cocktail of 
languages. J4 started with Russian and we 
were very pleased to have Stepan M with 
us for the first few lessons as he could 
help us with our pronunciation. Next, 
we moved onto Dutch, which we found 
quite tricky because of the way the words 
sounded. After that, we had Japanese, 
the highlight of which was when we used 
ink and brushes to write our own letters. 
Finally came Spanish. We perfected short 
conversations, and used dictionaries to 
find out what words meant in the new 
language. All the languages have been 
fantastic and we are grateful to have had 
these amazing experiences.

Our History topics this year have been 
really interesting and in the Autumn 
Term we were lucky enough to visit the 
Victorian School near Leith. Here we 
learned more about what life might have 
been like for a pupil in Victorian times. 
We were rather shocked at how strict 
the teachers were. Miss Foster was even 
punished for writing with her left hand. 
We dressed as Victorian school boys and 
really looked the part.

In November, we invited Konflux Theatre 

Company to come and inspire us with 
some drama. We worked together with J5 
to prepare a play about looking after our 
planet and not wasting food and other 
resources. We spent all day in the theatre 
practising and refining our performance 
which we presented later to our parents 
and families. It was an unforgettable 
experience. The atmosphere that evening 
was greatly enhanced by the beautiful 
display of poppies we had created to 
commemorate Remembrance Day.

For some of us, this first term at 
Merchiston gave us our first taste of the 
game of rugby. We have played many 
matches against lots of really good 
teams. When we have won the fixtures 
it has been because of good teamwork, 
supporting each other, passing the ball 
around and good tackling skills.

Some of us come regularly to Saturday 
Club in the Centre. We play board games 
sometimes, and our favourite is Sponge 
Bob Monopoly! When the weather is good 
we enjoy getting outdoors and exploring 
our environment. One of our favourite 
things to do is the trim trail challenge 
where we try to race against each other 
and beat our own times. 
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After a lovely relaxing Christmas break 
it was time to come back to school and 
start preparing for our celebrations of 
Robert Burns. We learned songs and 
poetry to perform in the Old Library and 
at St George’s School for Girls. Although 
it was a bit nerve-wracking to begin with, 
we enjoyed dancing with the girls. Later 
in the term we went back to St George’s 
for another ceilidh and we felt a bit more 
relaxed as we joined in the fun.

There was great excitement as we 
departed Merchiston on 6 March to travel 
to Dounans Outdoor Centre near Loch 
Lomond. We spent two days learning 
about teamwork and cooperation, as well 
as how to survive in the outdoors. It was 
fun sharing a dorm with all our friends, 
especially for those of us who have not 
tried boarding yet. The weather was 
against us for most of the time we were 
away, but it did not dampen our spirits - 
although our parents were perhaps not 
as delighted to see the amount of mud 
coming home in our bags!

As the summer approached, our thoughts 
turned from rugby to cricket. The cricket 
season for J4 has been a real adventure 
with some of us coming to the sport with 

loads of experience and some of us having 
never seen a cricket ball before. Some of 
us got to play one, two or even three years 
up, but we would not have been there at 
all if Mr Raikes, Mr McCann, Dr Mechie 
and Mr Harrison had not helped us in 
training, warm-ups and matches.

We have been really lucky to have had a 
fantastic string workshop this term, with 
many of us trying a musical instrument 
for the first time. We got better and 
better as the weeks went on, and enjoyed 
learning about the instruments. Some of 
us are thinking about carrying on learning 
the violin and cello. We are grateful to 
Miss Johnston and Ms Blain for their 
patience and time.

For the last few years, the Pringle Centre 
has embraced Empty Classroom Day. 
This year was no exception as we spent 
a Thursday in May taking our learning 
outside. We used our senses to inspire 
us to create a recipe for a woodland and 
came up with all sorts of ideas. Armed 
with tape measures, rulers, trundle 
wheels and metre sticks, we were 
challenged to measure lots of different 
things around the building and grounds. 
We had to work together, especially 

when we discovered measuring the 
circumference of a large tree is not a 
simple task.

These are just some of the wonderful 
things we have done this year in J4. 
We have made new friends, found new 
interests and had new experiences. We 
are grateful to all our teachers across the 
School, and thank them very much for 
everything they do for us. We are sorry 
to say goodbye to Miss Foster, but we 
know she has prepared us well for the 
challenges of J5. We wish you all a very 
enjoyable summer holiday.

Miss R Foster and J4
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